
AN

EXPOSITION,
WITH

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS,

OF THE SECOND BOOK OF

CHRONICLES.

This book begins with the reign of Solomon, and the building of the temple, and continues the history

of the kings of Judah thenceforward, to the captivity; and so concludes with the fall of that illustrious

monarchy, and the destruction of the temple. That monarchy of the house of David, as it was prior

in time, so it was superior in worth and dignity, to all those four celebrated ones which Nebuchad-
nezzar drf^amed of. The Babylonian monarchy I reckon to begin in Nebuchadnezzar himself: Thou
art that head of gold, that lasted but about seventy years; the Persian monarchy, in several families,

about one hundred and thirty; the Grecian, in their several branches, about three hundred; and three
hundred more went far with the Roman; but as I reckon David a greater hero than any of the founders

of those nr.onarchies, and Solomon a more magnificent prince than any of those that were the glories

of them, so the succession was kept up in a lineal descent througnout the whole monarchy, which con-

tinued considerable between four and five hundred years; and, after a long eclipse, shone forth again

in the kingdom of the Messiah, of the increase of whose government and fieace there shall be no end.

This history of the Jewish monarchy, as it is more authentic, so it is more entertaining and more
instructive, than the histories of any of those monarchies. We had the story of the house of David,
before, in the first and second books of Kings, intermixed with that of the kings of Israel, which there

took more room than that of Judah; but here, we have it entire. Much is repeated here, which we
had before, yet many of the passages of the story are enlarged upon, and divers added, which we had
not before, especially relating to the affairs of religion; for it is a church-history, and it is written for

our learning, to let nations and families know that then, and then only, they can expect to prosper,

when they keep in the way of their duty to God; for, all along, the good kings prospered, and the
wicked kings suffered. The peaceable reign of Solomon we have, ch. 1..9. the blemished reign of

Rehoboam, ch. 10»»12. the short but busy reign of Abijah, ch. 13. the long and happy reign of Asa,
ch. 14>'16, the pious and prosperous reign of Jehoshaphat, ch. 17' '20. the impious and infamous reigns

of Jehoram and Ahaziah, ch. 21,22. the unsteady reigns of Joash and Amaziah, ch. 2Ar, 25. the long and
prosperous reign of Uzziah, ch. 26. the regular reign of Jotham, ch. 27. the profane and wicked reign of

Ahaz, ch. 28. the gracious glorious reign of Hezekiah, ch. 29- 32. the wicked reigns of Manasseh and
Amon, ch. 33. the reforming reign of Josiah, ch. 34, 35. the ruining reigns of his sons, ch. 36. Put all these

together, and the truth of that word of God will appear; They that honour me, I will honour; but they

that desfiise me shall be lightly esteemed. The learned Mr. Whiston, in his chronology, suggests that the

historical books which were written after the captivity, namely, the two books of Chronicles, Ezra,

and Nehemiah, have more mistakes in names and numbers than all the books of the Old Testament
besides, through the carelessness of transcribers: but though that should be allowed, the things are so

very muiute, that we may be confident, The foundation of God stands sure, notwithstanding.
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CHAP. I.

In the close of the forearoing book, we read how God mag-
nified Solomon, and Israel obeved him; God and Israel

concurred to honour him. Now here, we have an ac-
count, I. How he honoured God by sacrifice, v. 1 . . 6.

and by prayer v. "..li. II. How he honoured Israel,

by increasing their strength, wealth, and trade, v. 13. , 17.

1. A ND Solomon the son ot David was
J\. strengthened in his kingdom, ana tne

Lord his God was with him, and magnineo
him exceedingly. 2. Then Solomon spake
unto aJl Israel, to the captains oi tnousanas

and of hundreds, and to the iudges, and to

every governor in all Israel, the duel ol'the

fathers. 3. So Solomon, and all the con-

gregation with him, went to the high place

that was at Gibeon ; for there was the taber-

nacle of the congregation of God, which
Moses, the servant of the Lord, had made
in the wilderness. 4. But the ark ot God
had David brought up from Kirjath-jearim

to the place which David had prepared for

it: for he had pitched a tent lor it at Jeru-

salem. 5. Moreover, the brazen altar that

Bezaleel, the son of Uri, the son of Hur,
had made, he put before the tabernacle of

the Lord ; and Solomon and the congrega-

tion sought unto it. 6. And Solomon went
up thither to the brazen aitar nefore the

Lord, which was at the tabernacle of the

congregation, and offered a thousand burnt-

offerings upon it. 7. In that night did God
appear unto Solomon, ana said unto nim.

Ask what I shall give thee. 8. And Solo-

mon said unto God, Thou hast showed
great mercy unto David my father, and
hast made me to reign in his stead. 9.

Now, O Lord God, let thy promise unto
David my father be estaoushed : for thou
hast made me king over a people like the

dust of the earth in multitude. 10. Give
me now wisdom and knowledge, that I

may go out and come in before this people

:

for who can judge this thy people that is so

great? 11. And God said to Solomon,
Because this was in thine heart, and thou
hast not asked riches, wealth, or honour,

nor the life of thine enemies, neither yet

hast asked long life ; but hast asked wisdom
and knowledge for thyself, that thou mayest
judge my people, over whom I have made
thee king: 12. Wisdom and knowledge w
granted unto thee ; and I ^^ ill give thee

riches, and wealth, and honour, such as

none of the kings have had that have been

before thee, neither shall there any after

thee have the like.

Here is,

I. Solomon's great prosperity, v. 1. Though he
"lad a contested title, yet, God being with him, he
was strengthened in his kingdom; his heart and

Vol. II.—4 Z

I hands were strengthened, and his interest .n the

!
people. God's presence will be our strength.

II. H'= {^reat piety and devotion. His father was
a prophet, a psalmist, and he kept mostly to the
ark; but Solomon having read much in his Bible
concemii « .he tabernacle which Moses built, and
the altars there, paid more respect to them than,

it should seem, David had done. Both did well,

and let neither be censured. Let not the man
whose zea. 1^ employed chiefly in one religious di-

'•ection, despise him whose zeal is employed chiefly

in another. Let them not judge, or despise, one
another.

1. All his great men must thus far be good men,
that they must join with him in worshipping God.
He spake to the captains and judges, the governors
and chief of the fathers, to go with him to Gibeon,
V. 2. 3. Authority and interest are well bestowed
on those that will thus use it for the glory of God,
and the promoting of religion. It is our duty to en-
gage those with whom we have influence, in the solem-
nities of religion, and it is very desirable to have
many join with us in those solemnities; the more
the better, it is the Lker to heaven. Solomon began
his reign with this public pious visit to God's altar,

and it was a very good omen. Magistrates are
then likely to do well for themselves and their

people, when they thus take God along with them
at their setting out.

2. He offered abundance of sacrifices to God
there, v. 6, a thousand burnt-offerings, and per-
haps a greater number of peace-offerings, on which
he and his company ^as/erf before the Lord. Where
God sows plentifully, he expects to reap accord-
ingly. His father David had left him flocks and
herds in abundance, 1 Chron. 27. 29, 31. and thus
he gave God his dues out of them. The ark was
at Jerusalem, v. 4. but the altar was at Gibeon, t'.

5. and thither he brought his sacrifices; for i^ is the

altar that sanctijieth every gift.

3. He prayed a good prayer to God: this, with
the answer to it, we had before, 1 Kings 3. 5, &c.
(1.) God bade him ask what he would; not only
that he might put him in the right way of obtain-

ing the favours that were intended him, (Ask, and
ye shall receive, that your joy may be full,) but
that he might try him, how he stood affected, and
might discover what was in his heart. Men's cha-
racters appear in their choices and desires. What
wouldebt thou have? tries a man as much as. What
wouldest thou do ? Thus God tried whether Solo-

mon was one of the children of this world, that say,

TVho will show us any goodf or of the children of
light, that say. Lord lift ufi the light of thy counter

nance ufion us. As we choose, we shall h-ive, and
that is likely to be our portion, to which we gave
the preference, whether the wealth and pleasure
of this world, or spiritual riches an^ delights. (2.)

Like a genuine son of David, he chose spiritual

blessings rather than temporal. His petition here
is. Give me wisdom and knowledge. He owns
those to be desirable gifts, and God, the Giver of

them, Prov. 2. 6. God gave the faculty of under-
standing, and to him we must apply ourselves for

the furniture of it. Two things are here pleaded,

which we had not in Kings: [1.] Thou hast made
me reign in my father's stead, v. 8. " Lord, thon
hast put me into this place: and therefore I can in

faith ask of thee grace to enable me to do the duty
of it." What service we have reason to believe

God calls us to, we have reason to hope he will

qualify us for. But that is not all; " Lord, thou
hast put me into this place in the stead of David,
the great and good man that filled it up so well;

therefore give me wisdom, thit Israel may not

suffer damage bv the change. Must I reign in my
father's stead? Lord, give me my father's spirit."
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Note, The eminency of those that went before us,

and the obligation that lies upon us to keep up and
carry on the good work they were engaged in,

should provoke us to a gracious emulation, and
quicken our prayers to God for wisdom and grace,

that we may do the work of God in our day, as

faithfully and well as they did in their's. [2. J
Let

thy promise to David my father be estaolinhcd, v.

9. He means the promise concerning his successor.
" In performance of that promise. Lord give me
windoni." We do not find that wisdom was any of

the things promised, but it was necessary in order
to the accomplishment of what was promised, 2

Sam. 7. 13"15. The promise was, He shall build

a house for my name, I will establish his throne, he
shall be my son, and my mercy shall not depart

from him. Now, Lord, unless thou give me wisdom,
thy house will not be built, nor my throne estab-

lished; I shall behave in a manner unbecoming my
relation to thee as a Father, shall forfeit thy mercy,
and fool it away; therefore, Xo^'c', give me wisdom.
Note, First, God's promises are our best pleas in

prayer; Remember thy word unto thy servant.

Secondly, Children may take the comfort of the
promises of that covenant which their parents, in

their baptism, laid claim to, and took hold of, for

them. Thirdly, The best way to obtain the benefit

of the promises and privileges of the covenant, is,

to be earnest in prayer with God for wisdom and
;<race to do the duties of it.

4. He received a gracious answer to this prayer,

V, 11, 12. (1.) God gave liim the wisdom that he
isked for, because he asked for it. Wisdom is a

^ift that God gives as freely and liberally as any
;^ft, to those that value it, and wrestle for it, and
will resolve to make use of it; and he upbraids not

*he poor petitioners with their folly, James 1. 5.

God s grace shall never be wanting to those who
iincerely desire to know and do their duty. (2.

)

' jrod gave him the wealth and honour which he did
lot ask for, because he asked not for it. Those that

nursue the present things most eai'nestly, are most
.ikely to miss of them; while those that refer them-
selves to tlie providence of God, if they have not

the most of those things, have the most comfort in

them. Those that make this world their end, come
short of the other, and are disappointed in this too;

but those that make the other world their end, shall

not only obtain that, and full satisfaction in it, but
"hall take as much as is convenient of this world in

their way.

13. Then Solomon cameyrow his journey
to the high place that was at Gibeon to Je-

rusalem, from before the tabernacle of the

congregation* and reigned over Israel. 14.

And Solomon gathered chariots and horse-

men : and he had a tliousand and four hun-
dred chariots, and twelve thousand horse-

men, which he placed in the chariot-cities,

and with the king of Jerusalem. 15. And
the king made silver and gold at Jerusalem
OS plenteous as stones, and cedar-trees made
he ns the sycamore-trees that are in the vale

for abundance. 16. And Solomon had
horses l)rought out of Egypt, and linen

yarn ; the king's merchants received the

linen yarn at a price. 17. And they fetched

lip, and brought forth out of Egypt, a chariot

f )r six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse

for a htuhlred and fifty: and so brought they

out horses for all the kings of the Hittites,

and for the kings of Syria, by their means.

Here is, 1. Solomon's entrance upon the govern-
ment, V. 13. he came from before the tabernacle,

and reigned over Israel. He would not do any acts

of government till he had done his acts of devotion;

would not take honour to himself till he had given
honour to God; first the tabernacle, and then the
throne. But when he had obtained wisdom from
God, he did not i)ury his talent, but as he had re-

ceived the gift, ministered the same, did not give

up himself to ease and pleasure, but minded busi-

ness; he reigned over Israel.

2. The magnificence of his court, v. 14, He ga-
thered chariots and horsemen. Shall we praise him
for this? We praise him not; for the king was for-

bidden to multiply horses, Deut. 17. 16. I do not
remember that ever we find his good father in a
chariot, or on horseback; a nmle was the highest he
mounted. We should endeavour to excel those that

went before us in goodness, rather than in grandeur.
3. The wealth and trade of his kingdom. He

made silver and gold very cheap and common, v.

15. The increase of gold lowers the value of it;

but the increase of grace advances its price; the
more men have of that, the more they value it; how
much better therefore is it to get wisdom than gold,'

He opened also a trade with Egypt, whence he im-
ported horses and linen yarn, which he exported
again to the kings of Sj'i'ia, with great advantage,
no doubt, V. 16, 17. This we had before, 1 Kings
10. 28, 29. It is the wisdom of princes to promote
industry, and encourage trade, in their dominions.
Perhaps Solomon took the hint of setting up the

linen-manufacture, bringing linen-yarn out of Egypt,
working it into cloth, and then sending that to other
nations, from what his mother taught when she
specified this, among other employments of the vir-

tuous woman. She makethfine linen, and selleth it,

and delix'ereth girdles of it to the merchant, Prov.
31. 24. In all labour there is pi*ofit.

CHAP. It.

Solomon's trading, which we read of in the close of the
foregoing chapter, and the encouragement he gave both
to merchandise and manufacture, were very commend-
able. But building was the uork he was designed for,

and to that business he is here applying himself. Here
is, I. Solomon's determination to build the temple and
a royal palace, and his appointing oflabourers to be em-
ployed herein, v. 1, 2j 17, 18. II. His request to Huram
king of Tyre, to furnish him both with artists and mate-
rials, V. 3. . 10. HI. Huram's obliging answer to, and
compliance with, his requests, v. 11 . . 16.

1. A ND Solomon determined to build a
i\l. house for the name of the Lord,

and a house for his kingdom. 2. And Solo-

mon told out threescore and ten thousand

men to bear burdens, and fourscore thou-

sand to hew in the mountain, and three

thousand and six hundred to oversee them.

3. And Solomon sent to Huram the king

of Tyre, saying. As thou didst deal with

David my father, and didst send him cedars

to build him a house to dwell therein, even

so deal tvilh me. 4. Behold, I build a house

to the name of the Lord my God, to dedi-

cate it to him, arid to burn before him sweet

incense, and for the continual show-bread,

and for the burnt-offerings morning and
evening, on the sabbaths, and on the new
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moons, and on the solemn feasts of the

Lord our God. This is an ordinance for

ever to Israel. 5. And the house whicli I

build is great : for great is our God above
all gods. 6. But who is able to build him
a house, seeing the heaven and heaven of

heavens cannot contain him ? who am I

then, that I should build him a house, save

only to burn sacrifice before him ? 7. Send
me now, therefore, a man cunning to work
in gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in

iron, and in purple, and crimson, and blue,

and tliat can skill to grave with the cunning

men that are with me in Judah and in Je-

rusalem, whom David my father did pro-

vide. 8. Send me also cedar-trees, fir-trees,

and algum-trees, out of Lebanon
; (for J

know that thy servants can skill to cut tim-

ber in Lebanon;) and, behold, my servants

shall be with thy servants, 9. Even to pre-

pare me timber in abundance : for the house

which 1 am about to build shall be wonder-
ful great. 10. And, behold, I will give to

thy servants, the hewers that cut timber,

twenty thousand measures of beaten wheat,
and twenty thousand measures of barley,

and twenty thousand l)aths of wine, and
twenty thousand baths of oil.

Solomon's wisdom was given him, not merely for

speculation to entertain himself, (though it is indeed
a princely entertainment,) nor merely for conversa-
tion to entertain his friends, but for action; and
therefore to action he immediately applies himself.
Observe,

I. His resolution within himself concerning his

business, v. 1, He deternwied to build, in the first

place, a house for the name of the Lord. It is fit

tiiat he who is the first, should be first served; first

a temple, and then a palace; a house, not so much
for himself and his own con\ enience and magnitude,
as for the kingdom, for the honour of it among its

neighbours, and for the decent reception of the peo-
ple, whenever they had occasion to apply themselves
to their prince; so that in botli, he aimed at the pub-
lic good. Those are the wisest men that lay out
themselves most for the honour of the name of the
Lord, and the welfare of communities: we are not
born for ourselves, but for God and our country.

II. His embassy to Huram, king of Tyre, to en-
gage his assistance in the prosecution of his designs.

The purport of his errand to him, is much the same
here as we had it, 1 Kings 5. 2. 8cc. only here it is

more largely set forth.

1. The reasons why he makes this application to

Huram, are here more fully represented, for infor-

mation to Huram, as well as for inducement.
(1.) He pleads his father's interest in Huram,

and the kindness he had received from him, v. 3,

Jls thou didst deal with David, so deal with me. As
we nmst show kindness to, so we may expect kind-
ness from, our father's friends; and with them should
cultivate a correspondence.

(2. ) He represents his design in building the tem-
ple; he intended it for a place of religious worship,
V. 4. that all the offerings which God had appointed
for the honour of his name, might be offered up
there. The house was built that it might be dedi-

cated to God, and used in his service; this we should

aim at in all our business, that our havings and do
ings may be all to the glory of God. He mentions
di\ ers particular ber\ ices that weie there to be per
formed, for the instruction of Huram. The mys-
teries of the true religion, unlike those of the Gen-
tile superstition, coveted not concealment.

(3.) He endeavours to possess Huram with great
and high thoughts of the Ciod of Israel, by express-
ing the mighty \ eneration he had for his holy name.
Great is our God above all gods, above all idols,

above all princes. Idols are nothing, princes are
little, and both under the control of the God of Is-
rael; and therefore, [1.] "The house must be
great; not in proportion to the greatness of that God
to whom it is to be dedicated, (for between finite

and infinite there can be no proportion,) but in some
proportion to the great value and esteem we have
for this God." [2.] "Yet, be it never so great, it

cannot be a habitation for the great God: let not
Huram think that the God of Israel, like the gods
of the nations, dwells in temples made with hands.
Acts 17. 24. no, the heaven of heavens cannot
contain him. It is intended only for the convenience
of the priests and worshippers, that they may have
a fit place wherein to burn sacrifice before him."
[3.] He looked upon himself, though a mighty
prince, as unworthy the honour of being employed
in this great work. Who ajn I, that I should build
a house? It is part of the wisdom wherein we ought
to walk toward them that are without, carefully to
guard against all misapprehension, which any thing
we say or do, may occasion, concerning God; so
Solomon does here in his treaty with Huram.

2. The requests he makes to him, are more par-
ticularly set down here. (1.) He desires Huram
would furnish him with a good hand to work, v. 7,
send me a man. He had cunning men with him in

Jerusalem and Judah, whom David provided, 1

Chron. 22. 15. Let them not think but that the
Jews had some among them that weie artists; but
send me a man to direct them. " There are inge-
nious men in Jerusalem, but not such engravers as
are in Tyi'e; and therefore, since temple-work must
be the best in its kind, let me have the best work-
men that can be got." (2.) With good materials to
work on, v. 8. cedar, and other timber in abun-
dance, V. 8, 9. for the house must be wonderful
great, that is, very stately and magnificent, no cost
must be spared, nor any contrivance wanting in it.

3. Here is Solomon's engagement to maintain the
workmen, x". 10. to give them so much wheat and
barley, so much wine and oil. He did not feed his

workmen with bread and water, but with plenty,
and every thing of the best. They that employ
labourers, ought to take care they be not only well
paid, but well provided for with sufficient of that
which is wholesome and fit for them. Let the rich
masters do for their poor workmen, as they would
be done by, if the tables were turned.

11. Then Huram the king of Tyre an-

swered in writing, which he sent to Solo-

mon, Because the Lord hath loved his

people, he hath made thee king over them.
12. Huram said moreover, Blessed be the

Lord God of Israel, that made heaven and
earth, who hath given to David the king a
wise son, endued with prudence and under-

standing, that might build a house for the

Lord, and a house for his kingdom. 13.

And now I have sent a cunning man, en-

dued with understanding, of Huram my
father's. 14. The son of a woman of tbo
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({aughters of Dan, and his lather was a man
of '1 yie, skilful to work in gold, and in sil-

ver, in brass, in iron, in stone, and in tim-

ber, in purple, in blue, and in fine linen, and
in crimson ; also to grave any manner of

graving, and to find out every device which
shall be put to him, with thy cunning men,
and with the cunning men of my lord Da-
vid thy father. 1 5. Now therefore the wheat,

and the barley, the oil, and the wine, which
my lord hath spoken of, let him send unto

his servants: 16. And we will cut wood
out of Lebanon, as much as thou shalt

need ; and we will bring it to thee in floats

by sea to Joppa, and thou shalt carry it up
to Jerusalem. 17. And Solomon numbered
all the strangers that were in the land of Is-

rael, after the numbering wherewith David
his father had numbered them ; and they

were found a hundred and fifty thousand

and three thousand and six hundred. 1 8.

And he set threescore and ten thousand of

them to be bearers of burdens, and fourscore

thousand to be hewers in the mountain, and
three thousand and six hundred overseers to

set the people a work.

Here we have,
I. The return which Huram made to Solomon's

embassy, in which he shows a great respect for

Solomon, and a readiness to serve him. Lesser peo-

ple may learn of those great ones to be neighbom'ly

and complaisant.

1. He congratulates Israel, on having such a king
as Solomon was, -v. 11, Because the Lord loved his

peofile, he has made thee king. Note, A wise and
good government is a great blessing to a people, and
mav well be accounted a singular token of God's
favour. He does not say. Because he loved thee,

(though that was true, 2 Sam. 12. 24.) he made thee

king, but because he loved his people. Princes

must look upon themselves as preferred for the pub-
lic good, not for their own personal satisfaction, and
should rule so, as to prove that they were given in

love, and not in anger.

2. He blesses God for raising up such a successor

to David, v. 12. It should seem that Huram was
not onlv very well aifected to the Jewish nation,

and well pleased with their prosperity, but that he
was proselyted to the Jewish religion, and worship-

ped Jehovah, the God of Israel, (who was not known
by that name to the neighbouring nations,) as the

God that made heaven and earth, and as the Foun-
tain of power as well as being; for he sets up kings.

Now that the people of Israel kept close to the law
und worship of God, and so preserved their honour,

the neighbouring nations were as willing to be in-

structed by them in the true religion, as they had
been, in the days of their apostasy, to be infected

with the idolatries and superstitions of their neigh-

bours. This made them high, that they lent to

many nations and did not borrow, lent truth to them,
and did not borrow error from them; as when they

did the contrary, it was their shame.

3. He sent him a very ingenious curious work-
man, that would not fail to answer his expectations

in every thing. One that had both Jewish and
Gentile blood meeting in him; for his mother was
an Israelite, (Huram thought she was of the tribe

of Dan, and therefore says so here, v, 14. but, it

seems, she was of the tribe of Naphtali, 1 Kings 7
14.) and his father was a Tyrian; a good omen of
uniting Jew and Gentile in the gospel-temple; as it

was afterward when the buildinsr of the second
temple was greatly furthered by Darius, (Ezra 6.)
who is supposed to have been the son of Esther, an
Israelite by his mother's side.

4. He engaged for the timber, as much as he
would ha\ e occasion for, and undertook to deliver it

at Joppa; and, withal, signified his dependence
upon Solomon for the maintenance of the workmen,
as he had promised, v. 15, 16. This agreement
we had, 1 Kings 5. 8, 9.

II. The orders which Solomon gave about the
workmen. He would not employ the free-brrn
Israelites in the drudgery- work of the temple itself,

not so much as to be overseers of it; in this, he em-
ployed the strangers who were proselvted to the
Jewish religion, who had not lands of inheritance in

Canaan, as the Israelites had, and therefore applied
themselves to trades, and got their living by their

ingenuity and industry: there was, at this time, a
vast number of them in the land, v. 17. who, if

tliey were of any of the devoted nations, perhaps fell

within the case, and therefore fell under the law,
of the Gibecnites, to be hewers of wood for the
congregation; if not, yet being, in many cases, well

provided for by the law of Moses, and put upon an
equal footing with the native Israelites, they were
bound in gratitude to do what they could for the
service of the temple; yet, no doubt, they were
well paid in money, or money's worth; the law was.
Thou shalt not ofifiress a stra?iger. The distribu-

tion of them we have here, v. 2. and again, v. 18.

in all, 150,000. Canaan was a fruitful land, that

found meat for so many mouths more than the -nu-

merous natives; and the temple, a vast building,

that found work for so many hands. Mr. Fuller

suggests that the expedient peculiar to this stinic-

ture, of framing all before hand, nmst needs in-

crease the work; I think it rather left so much the
more room for this vast multitude of hands to be
employed in it; for in the forest of Lebanon they

might all be at work together, without crowding
one another, which they could not have been upon
mount Sion. And if there had not been such vast

numbers employed, so large and curious a fabric,

which was begun and ended in 7 years, might, for

aught I know, have been as long in building as St.

Paul's.

CHAP. III.

It was a much larger and more particular account of the

building- of the temple, which we had in the book of
Kings, than is here in this book of Chronicles. In this

chapter, we have, I. The place, and time, of building

the temple, v. 1, 2. II. The dimensions, and rich orna-

ments of it, v. 3"9. III. The cherubims in the most
holy place, v. 10.. 13. IV. The vail, v. 14. V. The
two pillars, V. 13. .17. Of all which we have already

had an account, 1 Kings 6. 7.

1 . npHEN Solomon began to build the

X. house of the Lord at Jerusalem in

mount Moriah, where the LORD appear-

ed unto David his father, in the plare that

David had prepared in the threshing-flooi

of Oman the Jebusite. 2. And he began

to build in the second dmj of the second

month, in the fK)urth year of his reign. 3.

Now these are the things ivherein Solomon

was instructed for the buildfng of the house

of God. The length by cubits, after the

first measure, was threescore cubits, and
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the breadth twenty cubits. 4, And the

porch that tvas in the front of the house, the

length of it was according to the breadth

of the house, twenty cubits, and the height

was a hundred and twenty : and he over-

laid it within with pure gold. 5. And the

greater house he ceiled with fir-tree, which
he overlaid with fine gold, and set thereon

palm-trees and chains. 6. And he garnish-

ed the house with precious stones for beauty:

and the gold was gold of Parvaim. 7. He
overlaid also the house, the beams, the posts,

and the walls thereof, and the doors there-

of, with gold ; and graved cherubims on the

walls. 8. And he made the most holy

house, the length whereof ?w« according to

the breadth of the house, twenty cubits, and
the breadth thereof twenty cubits : and he

overlaid it with fine gold, amounting to six

hundred talents. 9. And the weight of the

nails loas fifty shekels of gold. And he
overlaid the upper chambers with gold.

Here is,

1. The place where the temple was built Solo-

mon was neither at liberty to choose, nor at a kiss

to fix the place. It was before determined, 1

Chron. 22. 1. which was an ease to his mind. (1.)

It must be at Jerusalem; for that was the place
where God had chosen to put his name there. The
royal city must be the holy city: there must be the

testimonu of Israel; for there are set the thrones of
judgment, Ps. 122. 4, 5. (2.) It must be on mount
Moriah; which, some think, was that very place in

the land of Moriah, where Abraham offered Isaac,

Gen. 22. 2. So the Targum says expressly, add-
ing, But he was delivered by the word of the Lord,
and a ram firovided in his place. That was typical

of Christ's sacrifice of himself; therefore fitly was
the temple, which was likewise a type of him, built

there. (3.) It must be where the Lord appeared
to David, and answered him by Jire, 1 Cliron. 21.

18, 26. There atonement was made once; and
therefore, in remembrance of that, there atone-

ment must still be made. There where God has
met with me, it is to be hoped that he will still.

(4.) It must be in the place which David had pre-

pared, not only which he had purchased with his

money, but which he had pitched upon by divine

direction. It was Solomon's wisdom not to inquire

out a more convenient place, but to acquiesce in the
appointment of God, whatever might be objected

against tt. (1.) It must be in the threshing-floor of

Oman, which, if (as a Jebusite) it gives encourage-
ment to the Gentiles, yet it obliges us to look upon
the temple-work, as that which requires the labour
of the mind, no less than threshing-work does that

of the body.

2. The time when it was begun; not till the 4th

year of Solonnon's reign, xk 2. Not that the 3 first

years were trifled away, or spent in deliberating

whether they should build the temple or no; but they

were employed in tlie necessary preparations for it,

wherein 3 years would be soon gone, considering

how many hands were to be got together, and set

to work. Some conjecture that this was a sabbati-

cal year, or year of release and rest to the land,

when the people, being discharged from their hus-
bandry, might more easily lend a hand to the be-

ginning of this work; and then the year it was
nnished, would fall out to be another sabbatical

year, when they would likewise have leisure to at

tend the solemnity of the dedication of it.

3. The dimensions of it; in which Solomon was
instructed, x*. 3. as he was in other things, by his

father. This was the foundation, (so it may be
read) which Solomon laid for the building of the

house. This was the rule he went by, so many cu-
bits the length and brgadth, after the first measure,
that is according to the measure first fixed, which
there was no reason to make an alteration of, when
the work came to be done: for the dimensions
were given by divine wisdom; and what God doeth

it shall be for ever; nothing can be put to it or taken

from it, Eccl. 3. 14, His first measure will be the
last.

4. The ornaments of the temple; the timber-
work was very fine, and yet, within, it was over-
laid with pure gold, v. 4. w\\.h fine gold, v. 5. and
that embossed with palm-trees and chains. It was
of gold of Parvaim, v. 6. the best gold. The
beams and posts, the walls and doors, were over-
laid with gold, V. 7. The most holy place, which
was ten yards square, was all overlaid with fine
gold, V. 8. even the upper chambers, or rather the
upper floor or roof; top, bottom, and sides, were
all overlaid with gold. Every nail, or screw, or

pin, with which the golden plates were fastened to

the walls that were overlaid with them, weighed
50 shekels, or was worth so much; workmanship
and all. A great many precious stones were dedi-

cated to God, 1 Chron. 29. 2, 8. and these wei-e set

here and there, where they would show to the best

advantage. The finest houses now pretend to no
better garnishing than good paint on the roof and
walls; but the ornaments of the temple were more
substantially rich. It was set yi'ith. precious stones,

because it was a type of the new Jerusalem, which
has therefore no temple in it, because it is all tem-
ple, and the walls, gates, and foundations of which,
are said to be of precious stones and pearls. Rev.
21. 18, 19, 21.

10. And in the most holy place he made
two cherubims of image work, and overlaid

them with gold. 11. And the wings of the

cherubims were twenty cubits long : one

wing of the one cherub loas five cubits,

reaching to the wall of the house ; and the

other wing ivas likewise five cubits, reach-

ing to the wing of the other cherub. 1 2.

And one wing of the other cherub was five

cubits, reaching to the wall of the house

;

and the other wing loas five cubits also, join-

ing to the wing of the other cherub. 1

3

The wings of these cherubims spread them-

selves forth twenty cubits : and they stood

on their feet, and their faces ivere inward.

14. And he made the vail of h\ue, and pur-

ple, and crimson, and fine linen, and wrought

cherubims thereon. 1 5. Also he made be-

fore the house two pillars of thirty and five

cubits high, and the chapiter that 7^05 on

the top of each ofthem ivas five cubits. 1 6.

And he made chains, as in the oracle,

and put them on the heads of the pil-

lars; and made a hundred pomegranates,

and put them on the chains. 17. And he

reared up the pillars before the temple, one

on the right hand, and the other on the left
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and called the name of that on the right

hand Jachin, and the name of that on the

left Boaz.

Here is an account of, 1. The two cherubinis,
which were set up in the holy of holies. There
were two already over the ark, which covered the
mercy-seat witli their wings; those were small
ones. Now that the most holy place was enlarged,
though those were continued, (being appurtenances
to the ark, which was not to be made new, as all

the other utensils of the tabernacle were,) yet
those two large ones were added, doubtless, by di-

vine appointment, to fill up the holy place; which
otherwise would look bare, like a room unfurnish-
ed. These cherubims are said to be of iinage-

"^vork, -v. 10, designed, it is likely, to represent the
angels who tttend the divine Majesty. Each wing
extended 5 cubits, so that the whole was 20 cubits,

V. 12, 13. which was just the breadth of the most
holy place, v. 8. They stood on their feet, as ser-

vants, their faces inward toward the ark, v. 13.

that it might appear they were not set there to be
adored, (for then they would have been made
sitting, as on a throne, and their faces toward their

worshippers,) but rather as themselves attendants
on the invisible God. We must not worship angels,

but we must worship nuith angels; for we are come
into communion with them, Heb. 12. 22. and must
do the will of God as the angels do it. The thought
that we are worshipping him before whom the an-
gels cover their faces, will help to inspire us with
reverence in all our approaches to God. Compare
1 Cor. 11. 10. with Isa. 6. 2.

2. The vail that parted between the temple and
the most holy place, v. 14. This denoted the
darkness of that dispensation, and the distance
whicli the worshippers were kept at; but, at the
death of Christ, this vail was rent; for through him
we are made nigh, aad have boldness not only to

look, but to enter, into the holiest. On this he
wrought cherubims, Heb. he caused them to ascend,
that is, they were made in raised work, embossed.
Or he made them on the wing in an ascending pos-
ture, to remind the worshippers J.o lift up their

hearts, and to soar upward in their devotions.

3. The two pillars which were set up before the
temple. Both together were somewhat above 35
cubits in length, v. 15. about 18 cubits high apiece:
see 1 Kings 7. 15, &c. We there took a view of

those pillars, Jachin and Boaz, establishment and
strength in temple-work, and by it.

•

CHAP. IV.
We have liere a further account of the furniture of God's

house. T. Those thinsrs that were of hrass. The altar
for burnt-ofTerings, v. 1. the sea and lavers to hold water,
V. 2

. . 6. the plates with which the doors of the court
were overlaid, v. 9. the vessels of the altar, and other
thinprs, V. 10. . 18. 11. Those that were of gold. The
candlestirks and tables, v. 7, 8. the altar of incense, v.

19. and the .ippurtenances of each of these, v. 20 . . 22.
All these, except the brazen altar, v. 1. were accounted
for more largely, 1 KU^i>;s 7. 23, &c.

'OREOVER, he made an altar of
brass, twenty cubits the length

thereof, and twenty cubits the breadth there-
of, and ten cubits the height thereof. 2.

Also he made a molten sea of ten cubits
from brim to l)rim, round in compass, and
five cubits the height thereof; and a line of
thirty cul)its did compass it round about.
3. And under it tras; the similitude of oxen,
which did compass it round about ; ton in a

cubit, compassing the sea round about

Two rows of oxen loere cast when it was
cast. 4. It stood upon twelve oxen, three,

looking toward the north, and three looking

toward the west, and three looking toward
the south, and three looking toward the

east ; and the sea was set above upon them,
and all their hinder parts icerc inward. 5.

And the thickness of it ioas a hand-breadth,

and the brim of it like the work of the brim
of a cup, with flowers of lilies ; and it re-

ceived and held three thousand baths. 6.

He made also ten lavers, and put five on
the right hand, and five on the left, to wash
in them : such things as they offered for the

burnt-offering they washed in them ; but

the sea icas for the priests to wash in. 7.

And he made ten candlesticks of gold ac-

cording to their form, and set them in the

temple, five on the right hand, and five on
the left. 8. He made also ten tables, and
placed them in the temple, five on the right

side, and five on the left : and he made a
hundred basons of gold. 9. Furthermore,
he made the court of the priests, and the

great court, and doors for the court, and
overlaid the doors of them with brass. 1 0.

And he set the sea on the right side of the

east end, over against the south.

David often speaks with much affection, both of

the house of the Lord, and of the courts ofour God.
Both without doors and within, there was that which
typified the gr.ice of the gospel, and shadowed out
good things to come, of which the substance is

Christ.

1. There were those things in open court, in the
view of all the people, which were very significant.

1. There -was the brazen altar, v. 1. The mak-
ing of this was not mentioned in the Kings. On
this, all the sacrifices were offered, and it sanctified

the gift. This altar was much larger than that

which Moses made in the tabernacle; that was 5
cubits square, this was twenty cubits square. Now
Israel was become both more numerous and more
rich, and, it was to be hoped, more devout, (for

every age should aim to be wiser :ind better than
that which went before it,) it was expected that

there would be a greater abundance of offerings

brought to God's altar than had been: it is therefore

made such a capacious scaffold, that it might hold
them all, and none might excuse themsehes from
bringing those testimonies of theirdevotion by alleg-

ing that there was not room to receive them. God
had greatly enlarged their borders, it was therefore

fit that they should enlarge his altars. Our returns

should bear some proportion to our i-eceivings. It

was 10 cubits high, so that the people who worship-
ped in the courts, might see the sacrifices burnt, and
their eye might affect their heart with sorrow for

sin: "It is of the Lord's mercies that I am not thus
consumed, and that this is accepted as an expiation
of my guilt." They might thus be led to consider

the great Sacrifice which should hv offered in the
fulness of time, to take away sin, and abolish death,
which the blood of bulls and goats could not possibly
do. And with the smoke of the sacrifices their
he irts might ascend to heaven in holy desires to-

ward Cicid and his favour. In all our devotions, wf-
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must keep the eye of faith fixed upon Christ, the

great Propitiation. How they went up to this altar,

;uid carried the sacrifices up to it, we are not told;

some think by a plain ascent like a hill; if by steps,

doubtless they were so contri\ ed, as that the end
of the law, mentioned Exod. 20. 26. might be an-

swered.
2. There was the molten sea. A very large brass

pan, in which they put water for the priests to wash
in, V. 2, 6. It was put just at the entrance into the
court of the ])riests, like the font at the church-door.
If it were filled to the brim, it would hold 3000
baths, as here, v. 5. but in common, there were
only 2000 baths in it, 1 Kings 7. 26. The Holy
Ghost by this signified, (1.) Our great gospel-/2n-

x'llege, that the blood of Christ cleanseth from all

sin, 1 John 1. 7. To us there is a fountain ofiened

for all believers, (who are spiritual priests. Rev. 1.

5, 6.) nay, for all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to

•wash in, from sin, which is uncleanness. Tliere is

a fulness of merit in Jesus Christ, for all those that

by faith apply themselves to him for the purifying

of their consciences, that they may serve the living

God, IJeb. 9. 14. (2.) Our great gospe\-duti/,

•which is to cleanse ourselves by true repentance
from all the pollutions, of the flesh, and the corrup-
tion that is in the world. Our hearts must be sanc-
tified, or we cannot sanctify the name of God.
They that draw nigh to God, must cleanse their

hands, and fiurify their hearts, Jam. 4. 8. Iflwash
thee not, thou hast no jiart with me; and he that is

washed, still needs to wash his feet, to renew his

repentance whenever he goes in to minister, John
13. 10.

3. There were ten lavers of brass, in which they
washed such things as they offered for the burnt-of-
ferings, V. 6. as the priests must be washed, so must
the sacrifices. We must not only purify oursehes
in preparation for our religious performances, but
carefully put away all those vain thoughts, and cor-
rupt aims, which cleave to our performances them-
selves, and pohute them.
4. The doors of the court were overlaid with brass,

V. 9. both for strength and beauty, and that they
might not be rotted with the weather, to which they
were exposed. Gates of brass, we read of, Ps. 107.

16.

n. There were those things in the house of the
Lord, (into which the priests went only in to mi-
nister,) that were very significant. All was of gold
there. The neisrer we come to God, the purer we
must be, the purer we shall be.

1. There were 10 golden candlesticks, according
to the form of that one which was in the tabernacle,
V. 7. The written word is a lamp and a light, shin-
ing in a dark place. In Moses's time, they had but
one candlestick, the Pentateuch; but the additions,
which, in process of time, were to he made of other
books of scripture, might be signified by this in-

crease of the number of the candlesticks. Light
was growing. The candlesticks are the churches,
Rev. 1. 20. Moses set up but one, the church of
the Jews; but, in the gospel-temple, not only be-
lievers, lint churches, are multiplied.

2. There were 10 golden tables, v. 1. Tables
whereon the show-bread was set, v. 19. Perhaps
every one of the tal)les had 12 loaves of show-bread
on it. As the house was enlarged, the house-keep-
ing was. In mu father's house there is bread enough
for the whole faniihi. To those tables belonged a
hundred golden basins, or dishes; for God's table is

well furnished.

3. There was a golden altar, v' 19. on which
they burnt incense. It is probable that this was en-
larged in proportion to the brazen altar. Christ,
who, once for all, made atonement for sin, ever
lives,making intercession, in virtue ofthat atonement.

1 1. And Huram made the pots, and the sho-

vels, and the basons. And Huram finished

tlie work that he was to make for king So-
lomon for the house of God; 12. To jvit,

the two pillars, and the pommels, and the

chapiters which ivere on the top of the two
pillars, and the two wreaths to cover the

two pommels of the chapiters which Jime
on the top of the pillars: 13. And four

hundred pomegranates on the two wreaths;
two rows of pomegranates on each wieatii,

to cover the two pommels of the chapiters

which ivere upon tlie pillars. 14. He made
also bases; and lavers made he upon the

bases; 15. One sea, and twelve oxen un-
der it: 16. The pots also, and the shovels,

and the flesh-hooks, and all their instru-

ments, did Huram his father make to king
Solomon, for the house of the Lord, of
bright brass. 17. In the plain of Jordan did

the king cast them, in the clay-ground be-

tween Succoth and Zeredathah. 1 8. Thus
Solomon made all these vessels in great

abundance: for the weight of the brass could
noi be found out. 19. And Solomon made
all the vessels that ivere for the house of
God, the golden altar also, and the tables

whereon the show-bread ?vas set; 20.

Moreover the candlesticks with their lamps,
that they should bmn after the manner, be-

fore the oracle, of pure gold : 21. And the

flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs, made
he q/'gold, a?id that perfect gold ; 22. And
the snuffers, and the basons, and the spoons,

and the censers, of pure gold: and the entry

of the house, the inner doors thereof for the

most holy place, and the doors of the house
of the temple, jvere of gold.

We have here such a summary, both of the brass-
work, and the gold-work of the temple, as we had
before, 1 Kings 7. 13, &c. in which we have nothing
more to observe, than, (1. ) That Huram the work-
man was \ ery punctual: he finished all that he was
to make, v. 11. and left no part of his work undone.
Huram his father, he is called, f. 16. Probably, it

was a sort of a nick-name by which he was com-
monly known, Father Huram; for the king of Tyre
called him Huram Abi, my father; in compliance
with whom Solomon called him his; he being a great

artist, and father of (he artificers in brass and iron.

He acquitted himself well, both for ingenuity and
industry. (2.) Solomon was very generous. He
made all the vessels in great abundance, v. 18. ma-
ny of a sort, that many hands might be employed,
and so the work might goon with expedition; or

that some might be laid up for use when others

were worn out. Freely he has received, and he
will freely give. When he had made vessels enough
for the present, he would not convert the remain-
der of the brass to his own use; it is devoted to God,
and it shall be used for him.

CHAP. V.
The temple being built and furnished for God, we have

here, I. Possession given to him, by bringing- in the de-
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dicated things, v. 1. but especially the ark, the token of
his presence, v. 2 . . 10. 11. Possession taken by him, in
a cloud, V. 11.. 14. For if any man open the door of his
heart to (jod, he will come in. Rev. 3. 20.

J.nnHUS all the work that Solomon
JL made for the house of the Lord was

finished: and Solomon brought in all the

things that David his father had dedicated;
and the silver, and the gold, and all the in-

struments, put he among the treasures of

the house of God. 2. Then Solomon as-

sembled the elders of Israel, and all the

heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers

of the children of Israel, unto Jerusalem, to

bring up the ark ofthe covenant of theLord
out of the city of David, which is Zion. 3.

Wherefore all the men of Israel assembled
themselves unto the king, in the feast which
was in the seventh month. 4. And all the

elders of Israel came ; and the Levites took
up the ark. 5. And they brought up the

ark, and the tabernacle of the congregation,

and all the holy vessels that were in the

tabernacle, these did the priests and the Le-
vites bring up. 6. Also king Solomon, and
all the congregation of Israel that were
assembled unto him before the ark, sacrificed

sheep and oxen, which could not be told

nor numbered for multitude. 7. And the

priests brought in the ark of the covenant
of the Lord unto his place, to the oracle of
the house, into the most holy place, even
under the wings of the cherubims : 8. For
the cherubims spread forth their wings over
the place of the ark, and the cherubims co-

vered the ark and the staves thereof above.
9. And they drew out the staves of the ark,

that the ends of the staves were seen from
the ark before the oracle ; but they were
not seen without. And there it is unto this

day. 10. There ivas nothing in the ark
save the two tables which Moses put therein

at Hx)reb, when the Lord made a covenant
with the children of Israel, when they came
out of Egypt.

This agrees with what we had, 1 Kings 8. 2, &c.
where an account was given of the solemn introduc-
ing of the ark into the new-erected temple.

1. There needed no great solemnity for the bring-
ing in of the dedicated things, v. 1. They added
to the wealth, and perhaps were so disposed as to
add to the beauty, of it; but they could not add to
the holiness; for it was tlic tcmfile thai sanctified the
gold, Matth. 23. 17. See how just Solomon was
both to God and to his father. Whatever David
had dedicated to Ciod, however much he might
have liked it himself, yet he would by no means
alienate it, but put it among the treasures of the
temple. Those children that would inherit their
godly parents' blessing, must religiously pursue
their pious intentions, and not defeat them. When
Solomon had made all the vessels of the temple in

abundance, ch. 4. 18. many of the materials were
left, which he would not convert to any other use,

but laid it up m the treasury for a time ol need.
Dedicated things must not be alienated. It is sa
crilege to do it.

2. But it was fit that the ark should be brought in
with great solemnity; and so it was. All the other
vessels were made new, and larger, in proportion
to the house, than they liad been in the tabernacle;
but the ark, the mercy-seat, and the chei-ubims
were the same; for the presence and the grace of
God are the same in little assemblies that they are
in large ones, in the poor condition of the church,
that they are in itspn sperous estate; wherever two
or three are gatliered together in Christ's name,

IJ
there is he as truly present with them, as if there
were two or three thousand. The ark was brought
in, attended by a very great assembly of the elders
of Israel, who came to grace the solemnity; and a
very sumptuous appearance, no doubt, they made,
V. 2« -A. It was carried by the priests, v. 7. brought
into the most holy place, and put under the wings
of the great cherubim which Solomon had set up
there, v. 7, 8. There they are unto this day: not
the day when this book was written after the cap-
tivity, but when that was written, out of which this

story was transcribed. Or they were thA-e (so it

might be better read) unto this day, the day of Je-
rusalem's desolations, that fatal day, Ps. 137. 7.

The ark was a type of Christ, and, as such, a token
of the presence of God. That gracious promise,
Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the
world, does, in eifect, bring the ark into our religi-

ous assemblies, if we by faith and prayer put that

promise in suit; and this we should be most solici-

tous and earnest for; Lord, if thy presence go not up.

with us, wherefore should we go up.'' The temple
itself, if Christ leave it, is a desolate place, Matth.
23. 38.

3. With the ark they brought up the tabernacle,

and all the holy vessels that were in the tabernacle,

V. 5. They were not alienated, because they had
been dedicated to God; not altered or melted down
for the new work, because there was no need of

them; but they were carefully laid up as monuments
of antiquity; and, probably as many of the vessels

as were fit for use, were still used.

4. This was done with great joy. They kept a
holy feast upon the occasion, v. 3. and sacrificed

sheep, and oxen without number, v. 6. Note, (1.)

The establishment of the public worship of God,
according to his institution, and with the tokens of

his presence, is, and ought to be, matter of great
joy to any people. (2.) When Christ is formed in

a soul, the law written in the heart, the ark of the
covenant settled there, so that it becomes the tem-
ple of the Holy Ghost, there is true satisfaction in

that soul. (3.) Whatever we have the comfort of,

we must, by the sacrifices of praise, give God the

glory of, and not be straitened therein; for with such

sacrifices God is well pleased. If God favour us

with his presence, we must honour him with our
services, the best we have.

11. And it came to pass, when the priests

were come out of the holy place ; (for all

the priests that were present were sanctified,

and did not then wait by course ; 12. Also

the Levites, n^hich were the singers, all of

them of Asaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun,

with their sons and their brethren, beixig

arrayed in white linen, having cymbals and
psalteries and harps, stood at the cast end
of the altar, and with them a hundred and
twenty priests sounding with trumpets

;}

1 3. It came even to pass, as the trumpeteis
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and singers were as one, to make one sound
to be heard in praising and thanking the

Lord, and when they lifted up Iheir voice

with the trumpets and cymbals and instru-

ments of music, and praised the Lord, so.]/-

ing^ For he is good ; for his mercy endureth

for ever: that then the house was filled with

a cloud, even the house of the Lord ; 14.

So that the priests could not stand to minis-

ter by reason of the cloud ; for the glory of

the Lord had filled the house of God.

Solomon, and the elders of Israel, had done what
they could to grace the solemnity of the introduc-

tion of the ark; but God, by testifying his acceptance
of what they did, put the greatest honour upon it.

The cloud of glory that filled the house, beautified

t more than all the gold with which it was over-

aid, or the precious stones with which it was gar-

nished; and yet that was no glory, in comparison
with the glory of the gospel-dispensation, 2 Cor. 3.

8- '10. Observe,
I. How God took possession of the temple; he

filled it with a cloud, v. 13. 1. Thus he signified

his acceptance of this temple to be the same to him,
that the tabernacle of Moses was, and assured them
that he would be the same in it; for it was by a cloud
that he made his public entry into that, Exod. 40.

34. 2. Thus he considered the weakness and in-

firmity of those to whom he manifested himself, who
could not bear the dazzling lustre of the divine light,

it would have overpowered them; he therefore

sfireads a cloud ufion it. Job 26. 9. Christ revealed
things unto his disciples as they were able to hear
him, and in parables, which wrapped up divine
things as in a cloud. 3. Thus he would affect all

that worshipped in his courts with holy reverence
and fear. Christ's disciples were afraid when they
entered into a cloud, Luke 9. 34. 4. Thus he would
intimate the darkness of that dispensation, by rea-
son of which, they could not steadfastly look to the
end of those things which were now abolished. 2
Cor. 3. 13.

II. When he took possession of it. 1. Wf\pn the

firiestn ivere come out of the holy place, v. 1 1. This
is the way of giving possession. AH must come out,

that the rightful owner may come in. Would we
have God dwell in our hearts? We must leave room
for him; let every thing else give way. We are
here told that upon this occasion, the whole family
of the priests attended, and not any one particular

course; all the firiests that were present were sanc-

tified, V. 11. because there was work enough for

them all, when such a multitude of sacrifices were
to be oflFered, and because it was fit that they should
all be eye-witnesses of this solemnity, and receive

the. impressions of it. 2. When the singers and
musicians praised God, then the house was filled

with a cloud. This is very observable; it was not

when they offered sacrifices, but when they sang the

praises ojf God, that God gave them this token of

favour; for the sacrifice of praise pleaseth the Lord
better than that of an ox or bullock, Ps. 69. 31. All

the singers and musicians were emploved, those of

each of the three families; and, to complete the

concert, 120 priests, with their trumpets, joined

with them, all standing at the east end of the altar,

on that side of the court which lay outmost toward
the people, x^. 12. And when this part of tlie ser-

vice began, the glory of God appeared. Observe,

(1.) It was when they were unanimous, when they
were as one, to make one sound. The Holy Ghost
descended on the apostles, when they met with one
accord. Acts 2. 1. Where unity is, the Lord ?oro-

VoL. II.—5 A

mands the blessing. (2.) It was when they were
lively and hearty, and lifted up their voice to praise
the Lord.' Then we serve God acceptably, when
we are fervent in spirit, serving him. (3.) It was
when they were, in their praises, celebrating the
everlasting mercy and goodness of God. As there
is no one saying oftener repeated in scripture than
this, his mercy endureth for ever, (26 times in on'*

psalm, Ps. 136. and often elsewhere,) so there is

none more signally owned from heaven; for it was
not the expression of some rapturous flights that the
priests were singing when the glory of God appear-
ed, but this plain song, He is good, and his mercy
endureth for ever. 'I'his slu uld endear those words
to us. God's goodness is his glory, and he is pleased
when we give him the glory of it.

III. What was the effect of it? The priests them-
selves could not stand to minister, by reason of the

cloud, V. 14. which, as it was an evidence that the
law made men priests that liad infirmity, so (as
Bishop Patrick obser\ es) it was a plain intimation
that the Levitical priesthood should cease, and stand
no longer to minister, when the Messiah should
come, in whom the fullness of the Godhead should
dwell bodily. In him the gloryof God dwelt among
us, but covered with a cloud. The Word was made
flesh; and when he conies to his temple, like a re-

finer's fire, "^oho may abide the day of his coming?
A.x\&who shallstand when he apprareth? Mai. 3. 1, 2.

CHAP. VT.

The glory of the Lord, in the vehicle of a thick cloud, hav-

ing filled the house which Solomon built, by which God
manifested his presence there, he immediately impr^lve^
the opportunity, and addresses himself to God, as a Goi]
now, in a peculiar manner, ni<rh at hand. I. He make-<
a solemn declaration of his intention in building this

house, to the satisfaction of the people, and the honour
of God, both which he blessed, V. 1..11. II. He makes
a solemn prayer to God, that he would please graciously

to accept and answer all the prayers that should be made
in, or toward that house, v. 12 . . 42. This whole chap-
ter we had before, with very little variation, I Kings 8.

12 . . 53, to which it may not be amiss here to look back.

1. PT^HEN said Solomon, The Lord hath

JL said that he would dwell in the thick

darkness. 2. But I have built a house of

habitation for thee, and a place for thy

dwelling for ever. 3. And the king turned

his face, and blessed the whole congrega-

tion of Israel : (and all the congregation of

Israel stood :) 4. And he said, Blessed he

the Lord God of Israel, who hath with his

hands fulfilled that which he spake with his

mouth to my father David,, sayings 5. Since

the day that I brought forth my people out

of the land of Egypt, \ chose no city among
all the tribes of Israel to build a house in,

that my name might be tl^re; neither chose

I any man to he a ruler over my people Is-

rael : 6. But I have chosen Jerusalem, that

my name might be there; and have chosen

David to be over ray people Israel. 7. Now
it was ia the heart of David my father to

buikl a liG«se for the name of the Lord
God of Israel. 8. BvU the Lord said to

David my father, Forasmuch as it was in

thy heait to build a house for my name^
thou didst well in that it was in thy heart

:

9. Notwithstaftding,, thou shalt not build tU^s
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house ; but thy son which shall com(3 forth

out of thy loins, he shall build the house for

my name. 10, The Lord therelbre hath

performed his word that he hath spoken

;

(or 1 am risen up in the room of David my
father, and am set on the throne of Israel,

as the Lord promised, and have built the

house for the name of the Lord God of

Israel: 11. And in it have I put the ark,

wherein is the covenant of the Lord, that

he made with the children of Israel.

It is of great consequence, in all our religious ac-

tions, that we design well, and that our eye be sin-

gle. If Solomon had built this temple in the pride

of his heart, as Ahasuerus made his feast, only to

show the riches ofhis kingdom, a7id the honour of his

majesty, it would not have turned at all to his ac-

count. But he here declares upon what inducements

he undertook it, and they are such as not only justify,

but magnify, the undertaking.

1. He did it for the glory and honour of God; this

was his highest and ultimate end in it. It was for
the name of the Lord God of Israel, v. 10. to be a

house of habitation for him, v. 2. He has indeed,

as to us, made darkness his pavilion, v. 1. but let

this house be the residence of that darkness; for it

is in the upper world that he dwells in light, such

as no eye can approach.

2. He did it in compliance with the choice (iod

had been pleased to make of Jerusalem, to be the

city in which he would record his name, ik 6, I have
chosen Jerusalem. A great many stately buildings

tliere were in Jerusalem for the king, his princes,

and the royal family. If Ciod choose that place, it is

fit that there be a building for him, which may ex-

ceed all the rest. Were men thus honoured there,

let God be thus honoured.

3. He did it in pursuance of his fatlier's good in-

tentions, which he ne\ er had an opportunity to put

in execution. It ivas in the heart ofDavid myfather
to build a house for God; the project was his, be it

known, to his honour, v. 7. and God approved of it,

though he permitted him not to put it in execution,

V. 8, Thou didst well that it was in thine heart.

Temple-work is often thus done; one sows, and
another reaps, John 4. 37, 38. one age l)egins that

which the next brings to perfection; and let not the

wisest of men think it any disparagement to them,

to pursue the good designs which those that went
before them, iiave laid, and to build upon their

foundation. Every good piece is not an original.

4. He did it in the performance ofthe word which God
had spoken. God had said. Thy son shall build the

housefor my name; and now he had done it, v. 9,

10. The service was appointed him, and tlie lionour

of it designed him, by the divine promise; so that

he did not do it of his own head, but was called of

God to do it. It is fit that he who appoints the work,

should have the appointing of the workmen; and

those may go on in their work with great satisfac-

tion, who see their call to it clear.

12. And he stood before the altar of the

Lord, in the presence of all the congrega-

tion of Israel, and spread forth his hands,

13. (For Solomon had made a brazen scaf-

fold of five cubits long, and five cubits broad,

and three cubits high, and had set it in the

midst of the court; and upon it he stood,

and kneeled down upon his knees before all

the congregation of Israel, and spread forth

lus hands toward heaven,) 14, A.nd said,

O LoiiD God of Israel, there is no God hke
ihee in the heaven, nor in the earth; which
keepest covenant, and shouest meicy unto
thy servants that walk before thee with all

their hearts: 15. Thou which hast kept
w ith thy servant David my father that which
thou hast promised him ; and spakest with
thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thy
liand, as it is this day. 16, Now therefore,

Lord God of Israel, keep with thy ser-

vant David my father that which thou hast

prouiised him, saying. There shall not fail

thee a man in my sight to sit upon the throne
of Israel

;
yet so that thy children take heed

to their way to walk in my law, as thou hast

walked beibre me, 1 7, Now then, O Lord
God of Israel, let thy word be verified,

which thou hast spoken unto thy servant

David, 18, (But will God in very deed
dwell with men on the earth ? Behold, hea-

ven and the heaven of heavens cannot con-

tain thee ; how much less this house which
1 have built !) 1 9. Have respect, therefore,

to the prayer of thy servant, and to his sup-

plication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto
the cry and the prayer which thy servant

prayeth before thee : 20. That thine eyes

may be open upon this house day and night,

upon the place whereof thou hast said that

thou wouldest put thy name there ; to

hearken unto the prayer which thy servant

prayeth toward this place. 21, Hearken,
therefore, unto the supplications of thy ser-

vant, and of thy people Israel, which they

shall make toward this place : hear thou
from thy dw elling-place, even from heaven

;

and when thou hearest, Ibrgive. 22, If a

man sin against his neighbour, and an oath

be laid upon him to make him swear, and
the oath come before thine altar in this

house ; 23. Then hear thou from heaven,

and do, and judge thy servants, by requiting

the wicked, by recompensing his way upon
his own head; and by justifying the right-

eous, by giving him according to his right-

eousness, 24, And if thy people Israel be
put to the worse before the enemy, because
they have sinned against thee, and shall re-

turn and confess thy name, and pray and
make supplication before thee in this house;

25, Then hear thou from the heavens, and
forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and
bring them again unto the land which thou

gavest to them and to their fathers, 26

When the heaven is shut up, and there is

no rain, because they have sinned against

thee; ijet if they pray toward this place, and
confess thy name, and turn from their sin,

when thou dost afflict them; 27, Then near
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thou from heaven, and forgive the sin of thy

servants, and of thy people Israel, when thou

hast taught them the good way wherein they

should walk ; and send rain upon the land,

which thou hast given unto thy people for

an inheritance. 28. If there be dearth in

the land, if there be pestilence, if there be

blasting, or mildew, locusts, or caterpillars

;

if their enemies besiege them in the cities

of their land; whatsoever sore or whatso-

ever sickness there be; 29. Then what
prayer or what supplication soever shall be

made of any man, or of all thy people Israel,

when every one shall know his own soie

and his own grief, and shall spread Ibrth his

hands in this house; 30. Tlien hear thou

from heaven thy dwelling-place, and forgive,

and render unto every man according unto

all his ways, whose heart thou knowest;
(for thou only knowest the hearts of the

children of men ;) 31. That they may fear

thee, to walk in thy ways so long as they

live in the land which thou gavest unto

our fathers. 32. Moreover, concerning the

stranger, which is not of thy people Israel,

but is come from a far country for thy great

name's sake, and thy mighty hand, and thy

stretched-out arm ; if they come and pray
in this house; 33. Then hear thou from

the heavens, even from thy dwelling-place,

and do according to all that the stranger

calleth to thee for ; that all people of the

earth may know thy name, and fear thee,

as doth thy people Israel ; and may know
that this house which I have built is called

by thy name. 34. If thy people go out to

war against their enemies by the way that

thou shalt send them, and they pray unto

thee toward this city w^hich thou liast chosen,

and the house which I have built for thy

name ; 35. Then hear thou from the hea-

vens their prayer and their supplication,

and maintain their cause. 36. If they sin

against thee, (for there is no man which
sinneth not,) and thou be angry with them,
and deliver them over before their enemies,

and they carrj^ them away captives unto a

land far off or nfear ; 37. Yet if they be-

think themselves in the land whither they

are carried captive, and turn and pray unto
thee in the land of their captivity, saying.

We have sinned, we have done amiss, and
have dealt wickedly ; 38. If they return to

thee with all their heart, and with all their

soul, in the land of their captivity, whither

they have carried them captives, and pray

toward their land, which thou gavest imto

their fathers, and toward the city which thou

hast chosen, and toward the house which I

have; built for thy name ; 39. Then lear

thou from the heavens, eue« from thvdvveli-

ing-place, their prayer and their supplica-

tions, and maintain their cause, and forgive

thy people which have sinned against thee.

40. Now, my God, let, I beseech thee, thine

eyes be open, and let thine ears be attent

unto the prayer that is made in this place.

41. Now therefore arise, O Lord God, into

thy resting-place, thou, and the ark of thy
strength : let thy priests, O Lord God, be
clothed with salvation, and let thy saints

rejoice in goodness. 42. O Lord God,
turn not away the face of thine anointed :

remember the mercies of David thy servant.

Solomon had, in the foregoing veres, signed, and
sealed, as it were, the deed of dedication, by which
the temple was appropiiated to the honour and ser-
vice of God. Now here he prays the consecration-
prayer, by which it was made a figure of Christ,
the great Mediator, through whom we are to offer

all our prayers, and to expect all God's favours,
and to whom we are to have an eye in every thing
wherein we have to do with God.
We opened the particulars of this prayer, 1

Kings 8. and therefore shall now only glean up
some few passages in it which may be the proper
subjects of our meditation.

1. Here are some doctrinal truths occasionally
laid down. As, 1. That the God of Israel is a Be-
ing of incomparable perfection. We cannot describe
him; but this we know, there is none like him in

heaven, or in earth, v. 14. All the creatures have
their fellow-creatures, but the Creator has not his
peer. He is infinitely above all, and over all, God
blessed for ever. 2. That he is, and will be, true
to every word that he has spoken; and all that
serve him in sinceritv, shall certainly find him both
faithful and kind. Those that set God always be-
fore them, and walk before him with all (heir

hearts, shall find him as good as his word, and bet-
ter; he will both keep covenant with them, and
show mercy to them, v. 14. 3. That he is a Being in-

finite and immense, whom the heaven, and heaven
of hea\'ens, cannot contain, and to whose felicity

nothing is added by the utmost we can do in his

service, v. 18. He is infinitely beyond the bounds
of the creation, and infinitely above the praises of
all intelligent creatures. 4. That he, and he only
kno'-ifs the hearts of the children of men, v. 30. All
men's thoughts, aims, and affections, are naked and
open before him; and however the imaginations and
intents of our hearts may be concealed from men,
angels, and devils, they cannot be hid from God
who knows not only what is in the heart, but the
heart itself, and all the beatings of it. 5. That
there is no such thing as a sinless perfection to be
found in this life, v. 36. There is no man nvhich

sinneth not; nay, which doeth good and sinneth
not; so he writes agreeable to what he here says,

Eccl. 7. 20.

II. Here are some suppositions or cases put,
which are to be taken notice of. 1. He supposes
that if doubts and controversies arose between man
and man, both sides would agree to appeal to God,
and lay an oath upon the person whose testimony
must decide the matter, v. 22. The religious reve-
rence of an oath, as it was ancient, so, it mav be
presumed, it will continue as long as there are anv
remains of conscience and right reason among men.
2. He supposes that though Israel enjoyed a pro-
found peace and tranqvjillity, troublesome times
would come. He did not think the mountain cf
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their prosperity stood so strong, but that it might be
moved; nay, he expected sin would move it. 3. He
supposes that those who had not called upon God at

other times, yet, in their affliction, would seek him
early and earnestly. " When they are in distress,

they will confess their sins, and c(;nfess thy name,
and make supplication to thee." Trouble will drive
those to God, who had said to him, Depart, x'. 24,

26, 28. 4. He supposes that strangers would come
from afar to worship the God of Israel, and to pay
homage to him; and this also might reasonably be
expected, considering what worthless things the
gods of the nations were, and what proofs the God
of Israel had given of his being Lord of the whole
earth.

III. Here are petitions very pertinent.

1. That God would own this house, and have an
eye to it, as the place of which he said that he
would put his name there, v. 20. He could not, in

faith, have asked God to show such peculiar fa-

vour to this house abo\ e any other, if he himself
had not said that it should be his rest for ever. The
prayer that will speed, must be warranted by the
word. We mav therefore with humble confidence
pray to God to be well pleased with us in Jesus
Christ, because he has declared himself well

pleased in him; This is my beloved Son; but he says
not now of any house, "This is my beloved place."

2. That God would hear and accept the prayers
which should be made in, or toward, that place, -v.

21. He asks not that God should help them,
whether they prayed for themselves or no, but
that God would help them, in answer to their
prayers. Even Christ's intercessions do not super-
sede, but encourage, our supplications. He prays
that God would hear from his dwelling-pl ice, even
from heaven; that is his dwelling-place still; not
this temple; and thence help must come. JV/iefi

thou hearest, forgive. Note, The forgiveness of one
sin, is that which makes way for all the other an-
swers to our prayers, Removendo prohibena—The
evil luhich it drives aivay, it kee/2.1 aivay.

3. That God would give judgment according to

eguity, upon all the appeals that should be made to

him, V. 23, 30. This we may, in faith, pray for,

we are sure it shall be done. God sitteth on the
throne, judging right.

4. That God would return in mercy tn his peo-
ple, when they repented and reformed, and sought
unto him, v. 25, 27, 38, 39. This we also may, in

faith, pray for, building upon the repeated declara-
tions God has made of his readiness to accept peni-
tents.

5. That God would bid the strangers welcome to

this house, and answer their prayers, v. 33. for if

there be in duty, why should there not be in privi-

lege one law for the stranger, and one born in the
land, Lev. 24. 22.

6. That God would, upon all occasions, own and
plead the cause of his people Israel, against all the
opposers of it, v. 35, maintain their cause; and
again, v. 39. If they be the Israel of God, their
cause is the cause of God, and he will espouse it.

Lastly, He concludes this prayer with some ex-
pressions, which he had learned of his good father,

and borrowed from one of his psalms. We had
them not in the Kings, but here we have them, v.

41, 42. The whole word of God is of use to direct
us in prayer; and how can we express ourselves in

better language to God, than that of his own Spirit?

But these words were of use, in a special manner,
to direct Solomon, because they had reference to

this very work that he was now doing. We have
them, Ps. 132. 8 •• 10. He prays, {v. 41.) (1.)

That God would take possession of the temple, and
keep possession ; that he would make it his resting-

olace. Thou and the ark; what will the ark do

without the God of the ark? Ordinances •without
the God of the ordinances? (2.) That he would
make the ministers of the temple public blessings,

clothe them ivith salvation, that is, not only save
them, but make them instrumental to save others,
by offering the sacrifices of righteousness. (3.)
That the service of the temple might turn abun-
dantly to the joy and satisfaction of all the Lord's
people. Let thy saints rejoice in goodness, that is,

in the goodness of thy house, Ps. 65. 4. Let all

that come hither to worship, like the Eunuch, go
away rejoicing. He pleads two things, i'. 42. [1.]
His own relation to God: " I'urn not away theface
of thine anointed. Lord, thou hast appointed me to

be king, and wilt not thou own me?" [2.] God's
covenant with his father: Bemember the mercies oj
David thy servaJit. The piety of David toward
God, so some understand it, so the word sometimes
signifies, his pious care of the ark, and concern for
it. See Ps. 132. 1, 2, &c. Or, the promises of God
to David, which were mercies to him, his great
support and comforts in all his troubles. We may
plead, as Solomon does here, with an eye to Christ.
We desen'e that God should turn away our face,

that he should reject us and our prayers; but we
come in the name of the Lord Jesus, thine anointed,
thy Messiah, so the word is; thy Christ, so the
LXX. Him thou hearest always, and wilt never
turn aivay his face. We have no righteousness of
our own to plead, but. Lord, remember the mercies

ofDavid thy serj>ant. Christ is God's ser- ant, Isa.

42. 1. and is called David, Hos. 3. 5. Lord, re-
member his mercies, and accept of us on the ac-
count of them. Remember his tender concern for
his Father's honour, and man's sal\ ation, and what
he did and suffered from that principle. Remem-
ber the promises of the everlasting covenant, which
free grace has made to us in Christ, and which are
called the sure mercies of David, Isa. 55. 3. and
Acts 13. 34. This must be all our desire, and all

our hope, all our prayer, and all our plea, for it is

all our salvation.

CHAP. VII.

In this chapter we have God's answer to Solomon's pray-
er. I. His public answer by fire from heaven, which con-
sumed the sacrifices, v. 1. with which the priests and
people were much affected, v. 2, 3. By that token of
God's acceptance, they were encouran^ed to continue the
solemnities of the feast for 14 days, and Solomon was
encouraged to pursue all his designs for the honour of
God, V. 4.. 11. II. His private answer by word of
mouth, in a dream or vision of the nisjht, v. 12.. 22.

Most of these things we had before, 1 Kings 8. 9.

1 . 1WTOW when Solomon hnd made an
1.^ end of praying, the fire came down

from heaven, and consumed the burnt-offer-

ing and the sacrifices ; and the glory of the

Lord filled the house. 2. And the priests

could not enter into the house of the Lord,
because the glory of the Lord had fill(>d the

Lord's house. 3. And when all the chil-

dren of Israel saw how the fire came down,
and the glory of the Lord upon the h()use,

they bowed themselves with iUv'w faces to

the ground upon the pavement, and wor-

shipped, and praised the Lord, ,9c////>?^. For
he is good; for his mercy (ndureth for ever.

4. Then the king and all the people offered

sacrifices before the Lord. 5. And king

Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty and
two thousand oxen, and a hun(h-cd and
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twenty thousand sheep. So the king and
all the people dedicated the house of God.
6. And the priests waited on their offices;

the Levites also with instruments of music
of the Lord, which David the king had
made to praise the Lord, because his mer-
cy endureth for ever, when David praised

by their ministry ; and the priests soiuided

trumpets before them, and all Israel stood.

7. Moreover, Solomon hallowed the middle
of the court that was before the house of
the Lord : for there he offered burnt-offer-

ings, and the fat of the peace-offerings, be-

cause the brazen altar which Solomon had
made was not able to receive the burnt-of-

ferings, and the meat-offerings, and the fat.

8. Also, at the same time, Solomon kept
the feast seven days, and all Israel with

him, a very great congregation, from the

entering in of Hamath unto the river of

Egypt. 9. And in the eighth day they made
a solemn assembly : for they kept the dedi-

cation of the altar seven days, and the feast

seven days. 10. And on the three and
twentieth day of the seventh month he sent

the people away into their tents, glad and
merry in heart, for the goodness that the

Lord had showed unto David, and to So-
lomon, and to Israel his people. 1 1. Thus
Solomon finished the house of the Lord,
and the king's house : and all that came
into Solomon's heart to make in the house
of the Lord, and in his own house, he pros-

perously effected.

Here is,

I. The gracious return which God immediately
made to Solomon's prayer. The Jire came down
froTti heaven, and consumed the sacrifice, -v. 1. In
this way, God testifies his acceptance of Moses,
Lev. 9. 24. of Gideon, Jud?. 6. 21. of David,
1 Chron. 21. 26. of Elijah, 1 Kings 18. 39. and, in

general, to accept the burnt-sacrifice, is, in the He-
brew phrase, to turn it to ashes, Ps. 20. 3. The
fire came down here, not upon the killing of the sa-

crifices, but the praying of the prayer. This fire

intimated that God was, 1. Glorious in himself;
for our God is a consumingJire, terrible even in his

holy places. This fire breaking forth (as is proba-
ble) out of the thick darkness, made it the more ter-

rible, as on mount Sinai, Exod. 24. 16, 17. The
sinners in Sion had reason to be afraid at this sight,

and to say. Who among us shall dwell near this de-

vouring 'fire? Isa. 33. 14. And yet, 2. Gracious to

Israel; for this fire, which might justly have con-
sumed them, fastened upon the sacrifice which was
offered in their stead, and consumed that; by which
God signified to them, that he accepted their offer-

mgs, and that his anger was turned away from them.
J^et us apply this, (1.) To the sufferings of Christ;
when it pleased the Lord to bruise him, and put him
to grief, in that he showed his good-will to men,
having laid on him the iniquity of all. His death
was our life, and he was made sin and a curse, that

we might inherit righteousness and a blessing. That
sacrifice was consumed, that we might escape: Here
am I, let these go away. (2.) Tothesanctification
of the Spirit, wh( descends like fire, buming up

our lusts and corruptions, those beasts that must be
sacrificed, or we are undone; and kindling in our
souls a holy fire of pious and devout affections, al-

ways to be kept burning on the altar of the heart.
The surest evidence of God's acceptance of our
prayers, is the descent of this holy fire upon us; Did
not our hearts burn within us? Luke 24. 32. As
a further evidence that God accepted Solomon's
prayer, still the glory of the Lord Jilled the house.
The heart that is thus filled with a holy awe and
reverence of the divine glory, in consequence of
God's manifesting himself in his greatness, and
(which is no less his glory) in his goodness, is there
by owned as a living temple.

II. The grateful return made to God for this gra-
cious token of his favour.

1. The people wors/nyj/zerf and /irc/serf Gorf, f. 3.

When they saw the fire of God come down fc-om

heaven thus, they did not run away affrighted, but
kept their ground in the courts of tlie Lord, and
took occasion from it, (1. ) With reverence to adore
the glory of God; they bowed their faces to the

ground and worshipfied, thus expressing their aw-
ful dread of the Divine Majesty, their cheerful sub-

mission to the Divine Authority, and the sense they
had cf their own unworthiness to come into God's
presence, and their inability to stand before the
power of his wrath. (2.) With thankfulness to

acknowledge the goodness of God; even then when
the fire of the Lord came down, they praised him,
saying, He is good, for his inercy endureth for ever.

That is a song never out of season, and to which ( ur
hearts and tongues should be never out of tune.

However it be, yet God is good. When he mani-
fests himself as a consuming Fire to sinners, his peo-
ple can rejoice in him as their Light. Nay, they
had reason to say that in this, God was good; // is

of the Lord's mercies that we are riot consumed, but
the sacrifice in our stead, for which we are bound
to be very thankful.

2. The king and all the people offered sacrifices

in abundance, v. 4, 5. W^ith these they feasted this

holy fire, and bade it welcome to the altar. They
had offered sacrifices before, hut now they increased,

them. Note, The tokens of God's favour to us

should enlarge our hearts in his service, and make
us to abound therein more and more. The king's

example stirred uj) the pen]ile. Good work is then

likely to go on, when the leaders of a people lead it.

The sacrifices were so numerous, that the altar

could not contain them all: but rather than any of

them should be turned back, (though we may sup-

pose the blood of tliem all was sprinkled upon the

altar,) the flesh of the burnt-offerings, and the fat

of the peace-offerings, were burnt in the midst ofthe
court, v. 7. which Solomon either hallowed for that

service, or hallowed by it. In case of necessity, the

pavement might be an altar.

3. The priests did their part, they waited on their

offices; and the singers and musicians on their's, 7'.

6. with the instruments that David made, and the

hymn that David had fiut into their hand, as some
think it may be read, meaning that, 1 Chron. 16. 7.

Or, as we read it, when David /iraised by their mi-

nistry. He employed, directed, and encouraged,

them m this work of praising God; and therefore

their performances were accepted as his act, and he
is said to praise by their ministry.

4. The whole congregation expressed the great-

est joy and satisfaction imaginable. They kept the

feast of the dedication of the altar 7 days, from the

2d to the 9th; the 10th day was the day of atone-

ment, when they were to afflict their souls for sin,

and that was not unseasonable in the midst of their

rejoicings; then on the 15th day, began the feast of

tabernacles, which continued to the 22d, and the\'

ii did not part till the 23d. ^Ve must never grudge/
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the time that we spend in the worship of God, and
communion with him; nor think it long, or grow
weary of it.

5. Solomon went on in his work, and prosperously
effected all he designed, for the adorning both of
God's house and his own, v. 11. Those that begin
with the service of God, are likely to go on success-
fully in their own affairs. It was Solomon's praise,
that what he undertook, he went through with, and
it was by the grace of God that he prospered in it.

12. And the Lord appeared to Solomon
by night, and said unto him, 1 have heard
thy prayer, and have chosen this place to

myself for a house of sacrifice. 13. li I shut

up heaven that there be no rain, or if I com-
maid the locusts to devour the land, or if I

send pestilence among my people ; 14. If

my people, which are called by my name,
shall humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways ; then will I hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin, and will heal their

land. 1 3. Now mine eyes shall be open,

and mine ears attent unto the prayer that is

made in this place: 16. For now have I

chosen and sanctified this house, that my
name may be there for ever : and mine eyes
and my heart shall be there peipetually.

17. And as forthee, if thou wilt walk before

me, as David thy father walked, and do ac-

cording to all that I have commanded thee,

and shalt observe my statutes and my judg-

ments ; 18. Then will I stablish the throne

of thy kingdom, according as I have cove-

nanted with David thy father, saying, There
shall not fail thee a man to he ruler in Israel.

19. But if ye turn away, and forsake my
statutes and my commandments, which I

have set before you, and shall go and serve

other gods and worship them ; 20. Then
will I pluck them up by the roots out of my
land which I have given them : and this

house, which I have sanctified for my name,
will I cast out of my sight, and will make
it to be a proverb and a by-word among all

nations. 21. And this house, which is high,

shall be an astonishment to every one that

passeth by it; so that he shall say. Why
hath the Lord done thus unto this land, and
jnto this house? 22, And it shall be an-

swered. Because they forsook the Lord
God of their fathers, which brought them
forth out of the land of Egypt, and laid

hold on other gods, and worshipped them,
and served them : therefore hath he brought
all this evil upon them.

That God accepted Solomon's prayer, appeared
by the fire from heaven. But a prayer may be ac-
cepted, and yet not answered in the letter of it; and
therefore God appeared to him in the night, as he
-r'id once l)efore, c/i. 1. 7. and after a day of sacrifice

.'3o, us then; and gave him a particular answer to i

his prayer. We had the substance of it before, 1

Kings 9. 2'«9.

1. He promised to own this house for a house of
sacrifice to Israel, and a house offit ayerfor alljieo-
ple,'l^2i. 56. 7. -u. 12, 16, My name shall be there

for ever, that is, "There will I make myself
known, and there will I be called upon.

2. He promised to answer the prayers of his peo-
ple, that should at any time be made in that place,
f. 13»«15. (1.) National judgments are here sup-
posed, V. 13. Famine and pestilence; by the locusts
devouring the land, may be meant enemies as greedy
as locusts, and laying all waste. (2.) National re
pentance, prayer, and reformation are required, v.

14. God expects that his people, who are called
by his name, if they have dishonoured his name by
their iniquity, should honour it by accepting the
punishment of their iniquity. They must humble
themselves under his hand, must pray for the re
moval of the judgment, must seek the face and fa

vour of God; and yet all this will not do, unless they
turn from their wicked ways, and return to the Goci
from whom they have revolted. (3.) National mer-
cy is then promised; that God will forgive their sin,

which brought the judgment upon them, and theri

heal their land, redress all their grievances. Par-
doning mercy makes way for healing mercy, Ps.
103. 3. Matth. 9. 2.

3. He promised to pei petuate Solomon's kingdom,
upon condition that he persevered in his duty, v.

17, 18. If he hoped for the benefit of God's cove-
nant with David, he must imitate the example of
David.
But he sets before him death as well as life, the

curse as well as the blessing. (1.) He supposes it

possible that though they had this temple built to

the honour of God, yet they might be drawn aside
to worship other gods, v. 19. He knew their prone-
ness to backslide into that sin. (2. ) He threatens it

as certain, that if they did so, it would certainly be
the ruin of both church and state. [1. ] It would be
the ruin of their state, v. 20. "Though they have
taken deep root, and taken root long, in this good
land, yet I will pluck them up by the roots, extir-

pate the whole nation, pluck them up as men pluck
up weeds out of their garden, which are tlirown to

the dunghill." [2.] It would be the ruin of thrir

church. This sanctuary would be no sanctuary to

them, to protect them from the judgments of (iod,

as they imagined, saying, 77}e temfile of the Lord
are these, Jer. 7. 4. "This house, which is high,
not only for the magnificence of the structure, but
for the designed ends and uses of it, shall be an
astonishment, it shall come down wonderfully,

(Lam. 1. 9.) to the amazement of all the neigh-
boui-s.

"

CHAP. VIII.

In this chapter we are told, I. What cities Solomon bu.It,

V. 1 . . 6. II. What workmen Solomon employed, v.

7 . . 10. III. What care he took for a proper settlement

for his wife, v. 11. IV. What a good method he put the

temple-service into, V. 12. .16. V. What trading he had
with foreign countries, v. 17, 18.

1. 4 ^D it came to pass at the end ol the

/\ twenty years, wherein Solomon had

built the house of the Lord, and his own
house, 2. That the cities which Huram
had restored to Solomon, Solomon built

them, and caused the children of Israel to

dwell there. .3. And Solomon went to Ha-
math-zobah, and prevailed against it 4.

And he built Tadmor in the wilderness, and
all the store-cities which he built in fla
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math. 5. Also he built Beth-hoi on the up-

per, and Beth-horon the nether, fenced

cities, witli walls, gates, and bars; 6. And
Baalath, and all the store-cities that Solo-

mon had, and all the chariot-cities, and the

cities of the horsemen, and all that Solomon
desired to build in Jerusalem, and in Leba-
non, and throughout all the land of his do-

minion. 7. As for all the people that loere

left of the Hittites, and the Amorites, and

the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Je-

busites, which loere not of Israel, 8. But
of their children, who were left after them
in the land, whom the children of Israel

consumed not, them did Solomon make to

pay tribute until this day. 9. But of the

children of Israel did Solomon make no ser-

vants for his work ; but they were men of

war, and chief of his captains, and captains

of his chariots and horsemen. 10. And these

were the chief of king Solomon's officers,

even two hundred and fifty, that bare rule

over the people. 1 1 . And Solomon brought

up the daughter of Pharaoh out of the city

of David unto the house that he had built

for her : for he said, My wife shall not dwell

in the house of David king of Israel, because

the places are holy whereunto the ark of 1 he

Lord hath come.

This we had 1 Kings 9. 10"24. and therefore

shall only observe here,

1. Though Solomon was a man of great learning

and knowledge, yet he spent his days, not in con-

templation, but in action, not in his study, but in his

country, in building cities, and fortifying them. In

a time of peace preparing for a time of war, which
is as much a man's business, as it is in summer to

provide food for winter.

2. As he was a man of business himself, and did

not consult his own ease, so he employed a great

many hmds, kept abundance of people to work. It

is the interest of a state by all means possible to pro-
mote and encourage industry, and to keep its sub-

jects from idleness. A great many strangers there
were in Israel, many that remained of the Canaan-
ites; and they were welcome to live there, but not
to live and do nothing. The men of Laish, who had
no business, were an easy prey to the invaders, Judg.

18. 7.

3. When Solomon had begun with building the
house of God, and made good work and quick
work of that, he prospered in all his undertakings,
so that he built all that he desired to build, v. 6.

Those who have a genius for building, find that one
object draws on another, and the latter must amend
and improve the former. Now observe, (1.) How
the Divine Providence gratified even Solomon's hu-
mour and gave him success, not only in all that he
needed to build, and that was for his advantage to

build, but in all th-'t he had a mind to build. So
indulgent a Father God is sometimes to the innocent

desires of his children that serve him. Thus he
pleased Jacob with that promise, Joseph shall put
his hand on thine eyes. (2. ) Solomon knew how to

set bounds to his desires. He was none of them
that enlarge them endlessly, and can never be sa-

tisfied, but knew when to draw in; for he finished

il! he desired, and then he desired no more; he did

not sit down, and fret that he had not more cities

to build, as Alexander did, that he had not more
worlds to conquer, Heb. 2. 5.

4. That one reason why Solcmon built a palace
on purpose for the queen, und removed her and her
court to it, was, because he thought it by no means
proper that she should divell in the house ofDavid,
V. 11. considering that that had been a place of

great piety, and perhaps her house was a place of

great vanity. She was proselyted, it is likely, to

the Jewish religion; but it is a question whether all

her servants were. Perhaps, they had among them
the idols of Egypt, and a great deal of profaneness
and debauchery. Now, though Solomon had not

zeal and courage enough to suppress and punish
what was amiss there, yet he so far consulted the
honour of his father's memory, that he would not

suffer that place to be thus profaned, where the ark
of God had been, and where holy David had pray-
ed many a good prayer, and sung many a sweet
psalm. Not that all the places where the ark had
been were so holy as never to be put to a common
use; for then the houses of Abinadab and Obed-
edom must have been so. But the place where it

had been so long, and had been so publicly attend-

ed on, was so venerable, that it was not fit to be the
place of so much gaiety, not to say iniquity, as was
to be found, I fear, in the court that Pharaoh's
daughter kejjt. Note, Between things sacred and
things common, the ancient land-marks ought to be
kept up. It was an outer court of the temple, that

was the court of the women,

12. Then Solomon offered burnt-offer-

ings unto the Lord on the altar of the

Lord, which he had built before the porch,

13. Even after a certain rate every day
offering according to the commandment of

Moses, on the sabbaths, and on the new
moons, and on the solemn feasts, three

times in the year, even in the feast of un-

leavened bread, and in the feast of weeks,

and in the feast of tabernacles. 14. And
he appointed, according to the order of Da-
vid his father, the courses of the priests to

their service, and theLevitesto their charges,

to praise and minister before the priests, as

the duty of every day required ; the porters

also by their courses at eveiy gate : for so

had David the man of God commanded.
15. And they departed not from the com-
mandment of the king unto the priests and
Levites, concerning any matter, or concern-

ing the treasures. 16. Now all the work of

Solomon was prepared unto the day of the

foundation of the house of the Lord, and
unlil It was finished : so the house of the

I^ord was perfected. 17. Then went
Solomon to Ezion-geber, and to Eloth, at

the sea side in the land of Edom. 1 8. And
Huram sent him, by the hands of his ser-

vants, ships, and servants that had know-
ledge of the sea; and they went with the

servants of Solomon to Ophii, and took

thence four hundred and fifty talents of

gold, and brought them to king Solomon.

Here is,

1. Solomon's devotion. The building of the teni
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pie was in order to the service of the temple; what-
e. er cost he was at in rearing the structure, if he
iiad neglected the worship that was to be perform-
ed there, it would all have been to no purpose.
Assisting the devotion of others will not atone for

our own neglects. When Solomon had built the
temple,

(1.) He kept up the holy sacrifices there, accord-
ing to the law of Moses, v. 12, 13. In vain had the
altar been built, and in vain had fire come down
from heaven, if sacrifices had not been constantly
brought as the food of that altar, and the fuel of

that fire. There were daily sacrifices, a certain

rate every day, as duly as the day came; weekly
sacrifices on the sabbath, double to what was offer-

ed on other days; monthly sacrifices, on the new
moons; and yearly sacrifices, at the three solemn
feasts. They are spiritual sacrifices that are now
required of us, which we are to bring daily and
weekly; and it is good to be in a settled method of

devotion.

(2. ) He kept up the holy songs there, according
to the lavj of David, who is here called the man of
God, as Moses was, because he was both instructed

and authorised of God to make these establish-

ments; and Solomon took care to see them observ-
ed, as the duty of every day required, v. 14. Solo-

mon, though a wise and great man, and the builder
cf the temple, did not attempt to amend, alter, or

add to, what the man of God had, in God's name,
commanded, but closely adhered to that, and used
his authority to have that duly observed; and then
none defiaried from the commandment of the king,
concerni7ig- any matter, v. 15. He obser\ ed God's
laws, and then all obeyed his orders. When the
service of the temple was put into this good order,
then it is said, The house of the Lord was perfected,

V, 16. The work was the main matter, not the
place; the temple was unfinished till all this was
done.

2. Solomon's merchandise. He did himself in

person visit the sea-port towns of Eloth and Ezion-
geber; for they that deal much in tlie world, will

find it their interest, as fir as they can, to inspect

their affairs themselves, and to see with their own
eyes, v. 17. Canaan was a rich country, and yet

must send to Ophir for gold. The Israelites were
a wise and understanding ])ef)ple, and yet must be
beholden to the king of Tyre for men that had
knowledge of the seas, v. 18. and yet Canaan was
God'speculiarland,and Israel God'speculiarpeople:
which teaches us that grace, and not gold, is the best

riches; and acquaintance with (iod and his law, not
with arts and sciences, the best knowledge.

CHAP. IX.
Solomon here continiips lo appear preat, both at home and
abroad. We had this account of his c^randeur, 1 Kings
10. nothing is here added ; but his defection, toward his

latter end, which we have there, ch. 11. is here omitted
;

and the close of this chapter brings him to the grave
with an unstained reputation. Perhaps none of the
chapters of the Chronicles agree so much with a chapter
in the Kings, as this does with 1 Kings 10. verse for

verse, only that the two first verses there are put into one
here, and v. 25. here is taken from 1 Kings 4. 26. and
the three "ast verses here from 1 Kings 11. 41 . . 43.

Here is, I. The honour which the queen of Sheba did to

Solomon, in the visit she made him to hear his wisdom,
V. 1 .. 12. II. Many instances given of the riches and
splendour of Solomon's court, v. 13 . , 28. III. The
conclusion of his reign, v. 29 . . 31.

1 . A ND when the queen of Sheba heard

J^Il of the fame of Solomon, she came to

prove Solomon with hard questions at Jeru-

salem, with a very great company, and
camels that bare spices, and gold in abun-

dance, and precious stones : and when she
was come to Solomon, she communed with
him of all that was in her heart. 2. And
Solomon told her all her questions : and
there was nothing hid from Solomon which
he told her not. 3. And when the queen
of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon,
and the house that he had built, 4. And
the meat of his table, and the sitting of his

servants, and the attendance of his minis-

ters, and their apparel; his cup-bearers
also, and their apparel ; and his ascent by
which he went up into the house of the
Lord ; there was no more spirit in her. 5.

And she said to the king. It was a true re-

port which 1 heard in mine own land of
thine acts, and of thy wisdom ; 6. How-
beit, I believed not their words until I came,
and mine eyes had seen it ; and, behold,

the one half of the greatness of thy wisdom
was not told me : for thou exceedest the

fame that I heard. 7. Happy are thy men,
and happy are these thy servants, which
stand continually before thee, and hear thy
wisdom. 8. Blessed be the Lord thy God,
which dehghted in thee to set thee on his

throne, to be king for the Lord thy God:
because thy God loved Israel, to establish

them for ever, therefore made he thee king
over them, to do judgment and justice. 9

And she gave the king a hundred and
twenty talents of gold, and of spices great

abundance, and precious stones : neithei

was there any such spice as the queen of

Sheba gave king Solomon. 10. And the

servants also of Huram, and the servants

of Solomon, which brought gold from Ophir,

brought algum-trees and precious stones.

11. And the king made of the algum-trees

terraces to the house of the Lorp, and to

the king's palace, and harps and psalteries

for singers : and there were none such seen

before in the land of Judah. 12. And king

Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all her

desire, whatsoever she asked, besides that

which she had brought unto the king : so

she turned, and went away to her own
land, she and her servants.

This passage of story has been largely considered
in the Kings; yet because our Saviour has jiroposed

it as an example to us in our inquiries after him,
Matth. 12. 42. we must not pass it o\er, without

observing briefly,

1. Those who honour God, he will honour, 1

Sam. 2. 30. Solomon had greatly honoured God,
in building, beautifying, and dedicating, the temple:
all his wisdom, and all his wealth, were employed
for the making of that a consummate piece: and
now God made his wisdom and wealth to redound
greatly to his reputation. The way to hare both
the credit and comfort of all our endowments, and
all our enjoyments, is, to consecrate them to God,
and use them for Ijim.
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2. Those who know the worth of true wisdom,
wui grudge no pains or cost to compass it. The
<jueen of Sheba put herself to a great deal of trou-

ble and expense, to hear the wisdom of Solomon;
and yet, learning from him to serve God, and do
her duty, she thought herself well paid for her
pains. Hea\ enly wisdom is that fiearl of great
^irice, for the purchase of which, if we part with
all, we make a good bargain.

o. As every man has received the gift, so he
ought to minister the same for the edification of

othei's, as he has opportunity. Solomon was com-
municati\e of his wisdom, and willing to teach
others what he knew himself. Being taught of

God, freely he had received, and freely he gave.

Let them that are rich in wisdom, as well as

wealth, learn to do good, and be ready to distribute.

Crive to every one that asketh.

4. Good order in a family, a great family, especially

m the things of God, and a regular discharge of the

duties of religious worship, are highly expedient, and
to be much admired where\er found. '1 he queen of

Sheba was exceedingly affected to see the proprie-
ty with which Solomon's servants attended him,
and with which both he and they attended in the
house of God. Divid's ascent to the house of the
Lord was also pleasant and interesting, Ps. 42. 4.

5. Those are happy, who have the opportunity
of a constant converse with such as are knowing,
wise and good. The queen of Sheba thought Solo-

mon's servants happy, who continually heard his

wisdom; for, it seems, even to them he was com-
municative. And it is observable, that the posteri-

ty of those who had places in his court, were willing

to have the names of their ancestors forgotten, and
thought themselves sufficiently distinguished and
dignified, when they were called the children of
Solo?7ion's servants, Ezra 2. 55. Neh. 7. 57. so

eminent were they, it was honour enough to be
named from them.

6. We ought to rejoice, and give God thanks, for

the gifts, graces, and usefulness, of others. The
queen of Sheba blessed God for the honovir lie

put upon Solomon, and the f ivour he did to Solo-
mon, in advancing him to the throne, v. 8. By
giving God the praise of the prosperity of others,
we share in the comfort of it; whereas, by en\'ying
the prosperity of others, we lose the comfort even
of our own. The happiness both of king and king-
dom, she traces up to the fountain of all bliss, the
divine favour: it was because thy God delighted in

thee, and because he loved Israel. Those mercies
are doubly sweet, which we can taste the kindness
and good will of God in, as our God.

7. It becomes those that are wise and good, to be
generous according to their place and power. The
queen of Sheba was so to Solomon, Solomon was so

to her, V. 9, 12. They both knew how to value
wisdom, and therefore were neither of them covet-
ous of their money, but cultivated the acquaintance,
and confirmed the friendship, they had contracted,
by mutual presents. Our Lord Jesus has promised
to give us all our desire: .^sk, and it shall be given
you. Let us study what we shall render to him,
and not think any thing too much to do, or suffer,

or part with, for him.

1 3. Now the weight of gold that came to

Solomon in one year was six hundred and
threescore and six talents of gold ; 1 4.

Beside that which chapmen and merchants
brought. And all the kings of Arabia and
governors of the country brought gold and
silver to Solomon. 15. And king Solomon
made two hundred targets of beaten gold

:

Vol. II.—5 B

six hundred shekels of beaten gold went Ic

one target. 16. And three hundred shields

marie he of beaten gold ; three hundrec'

shekels of gold went to one shield : and the

king put them in the liouse of the forest of

Lebanon. 17. Moreover, the king made a

great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with

pure gold. 1 8. And there were six steps tc

the throne, with a footstool of gold, lohich

weie fastened to the throne, and stays on
each side of the sitting-place, and two lions

standing by the stays: 19. And twelve

lions stood there on the one side and on the

other upon the six steps. There was not

the like made in any kingdom. 20. And
all the drinking-vessels of king Solomon
laere o/'gold, and all the vessels of the house

of the forest of Lebanon were o/'pure gold :

none were of silver ; it was not any thing

accounted of in the days of Solomon. 21.

For the king's ships went to Tarshish with

the servants of Huram : every three years

once came the ships of 7'arshish, bringing

gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and pea-

cocks. 22. And king Solomon passed all

the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.
23. And all the kings of the earth sought

the presence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom
that God had put in his heart. 24. And
they brought every man his present, vessels

of silver, and vessels of gold, and raiment,

harness, and spices, horses, and mules, a
rate year by year. 25. And Solomon had
four thousand stalls for horses and chariots,

and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he
bestowed in the chariot-cities, and with the

king at Jerusalem. 26. And he reigned

over all the kings from the river even unto

the land of the Philistines, and to the border

of Egypt. 27. And the king nmde silver

in Jerusalem as stones, and cedar-trees

made he as the sycamore-trees that ore in

the low plains in abundance. 28. And
they brought unto Solomon horses out of

Egypt, and out of all lands. 29. Now the

rest of the acts of Solomon, first and last,

are they not written in the book of Nathan
the prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahijah

the Shilonite, and in the visions of Iddo the

seer against Jeroboam the son of Nfebat ?

30. And Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over

all Israel forty years. 31. And Solomon
slept with his fathers, and he was buried in

the city of David his father : and Rehoboam
his son reigned in his stead.

We have here Solomon in his throne, and Solo

mon in his grave; for the throne wou'd not secure

him from the grave. Mors sceptra ligonibus

xqueat—Death nvrenchesfroin the hand the sceptrt

as well as the spade.

L Here is Solomon reigning in wealth and power
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in ease and fulness, such as, for aught I know,
could ne\ er since be paralleled by any king what-
soever. I cannot pretend to be critical in com-
paring tlie grandeur of Solomon with that of some
of the great princes of the earth; but the most illus-

trious of them were famed for their wars, whereas
Solomon reigned 40 years in profound peace. Some
of those that might be thought to vie with Solomon,
affected retirement, kept people in awe by keeping
them at a distance; nobody must see them, or come
near them, upc^n pain (;f deatli. But Solomon went
mucli aiji-oud, and appeared m public business; so

that all things considered, the promise was fulfill-

ed, that God would give him nclies and wealth,
and honour, such as no kings h.ivc Inid, or ahall
hax'e, ch. 1. 12.

1. Neer any prince appeared in public with
greater splendor than Solomon did, which to those
that j idge by the sight of the eye, as most people
do, would very nmch recommend him. He had 200
tai-gets, and 500 shields, all of beaten gold, carried
before him, t. 15, 16. and sat upon a most stately

throne, v. 17- -19, There was not the like in any
kingdom. The lustre wherein he appeared, was
typical of the spiritual glory of the kingdom of the
Messiah, and but a faint representation of his

throne, which is above every throne. Sol mon's
pomp was all artificial; and therefore our Siviour
prefers the natural beauty of the lilies of thefield
before it: Matth. 6. 29, Solomon in all his glory
was 7101 arrayed like one of these.

2. Never any prince had greater plenty of gold
and sil\er, though tl\ere were no gold or silver

mines in his own kingdom. Either, he made him-
self master of the mines in other countries, and
having a populous country, sent hands to dig out
those rich metals; or, having a fruitful country, he
exported the commodities of it, and with them
fetched home all this gold that is here spoken of,

V. 13, 14- -21.

3. Ne er any prince had such presents brought
him by all liis neighl^nurs as Solomon had: All the

kings of Arabia, and governors of the country,
brought him gold and silver, v. 14. Not as tribute

which he extorted from them, but as free-will of-

ferings to procure his favours, or in a way of ex-
change for some of the productions of his husban-
dry, corn, or cattle. AH the kings of the earth
brought him presents, that is, all in tliose paits of

the world, v. 24, 28. because tney coveted his ac-

quaintance and friendsliip. Herein he was a tvpe
of Christ, to whom, as soon as he was born, the
wise men of the east brnuglit presents, gold, frank-
incense, and myrrh, Matth. 2. 11. and to whom all

that are about him, must bring presents, Ps. 76. 11,

Rom. 12. 1.

4. Never any prince was so renowned for wis-

dom, so courted, so consulted, so admired, v. 23,

The kings of the earth (for it was too great a favour
for common persons to pretend to) sought to hear
his wisdom. Either his natural philosophy, or his

skill in physic, or liis state policy, or his rules of

prudence for the conduct of human life, or perhaps
the principles of his religion, and the reasons of it.

The application which they then made to Solomon
to hear his wisdom, will aggravate, shame, and
condemn, men's general contempt of Christ, and
his gospt.1. Though in them are hid all the trea-

sures of wisdom and knowledge, yet yione of the

princes of this world desire to know them, for they
are foolishness to them, 1 Cor. 2. 8, 14.

II. Here is Solomon dying; stripped of his pomp,
and leaving all his wealth and power, not to one
concerning whom he knew not whether he would
be a wise man or a fool, Eccl. 2. 19. but who, he
knew, would be a fool. This was not only vanity,

but vexation of spirit, v. 29* 'SI.

It is very observable, that no mention is her<.

made of Solomon's dei)arture from God in the lat-

ter days, nor the least hint given of it. 1. Because
the Holy Ghost would teach us ntt to take delight
in repeating the faults and follies of (tliers. If
those that have been in reputation for wisdom and
honour, misbehave, though it may be of use to take
notice of their misconduct, for warning to ourselves
and others, yet we must not be forward to mention
it, once speaking of it is enough; why should that
unpleasing string be again struck upon.'' Why can
we not do as the sacred historian here does, speak
largely of that in others, which is praise-worthy,
without saying any thing of their blemishes, yea,
though tiiey have been gross and obvious. This is

but doing as we would be done by. 2. Because,
though he fell, yet lie was not utterly cast down.
Therefore his sin is not again recorded, because it

was repented of, and pardoned, and so became as
if it had never been. Scripture-silence sometimes
speaks. I am willing to believe that its silence here,
concerning the sin of Solomon, is an intimation that
none of the sins he committed, were mentioned
against him, Ezek. 33. 16. When God pardons sin,

he casts it behind his back, and remembers it no
more.

CHAP. X.
This chapter is copied almost verbatim from I Kings 12.

1 . . 19. where it was optiied at large. Solomon's de-
fection from (lod ;vas not repealed, but the defection of
the ten tribes from his family is, in this chapter; where
we find, 1. How foolish Rehoboam was, in his treating
with them, v. 1, 5. . 14. 11. How wicked the people
were, in complaining of Solomon, v. 2 . . 4- and for-

saking: Rehoboam, v. 16. . 19. III. How just and righ-

teous God was in all this, v. 15. his counsel was thereby
fulfilled. With him are streng-th and wisdom, both the

deceived and tlie deceiver (the fool and the knave) are
his, Job 1"2. 16. that is, are made use of by him, to serve
his purposes.

1. 4 ND Rehoboam went to Shechem:
jTjL for to Shecliem were all Israel come

to make him king. 2. And it came to pass,

when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, (who
was in Egypt, whither he had fled from the

presence of Solomon the king,) heard it,

that Jeroboam returned out of Egypt. 3.

And they sent and called him. So Jero-

boam and all Israel came, and spake to

Rehoboam, saying, 4. Thy father made
our yoke grievous ; now, therefore, ease

thou somewhat the grievous servitude of

thy father, and his heavy yoke that he put

upon ns, and we will serve thee. 5. And
he said unto them. Come again unto me af-

ter three days. And the })eople departed.

6. And king Rehoboam took counsel with

the old men that had stood before Solomon
his father while he yet lived, saying. What
counsel give ye vie, to return answer to this

pt^ople ? 7. And they spake unto him, say-

ing, [f thou be kind to this people, and
please them, and speak good words to them,

they will be thy servants for ever. 8. But
he forsook the counsel which the old men
gave him, and took counsel \\''\\h the young
men that were brought up with him, that

stood before him. 9. And he said unto

them, What advice give ye, that we may
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icturn answer to this people, which have
spoken to me, saying, Ease somewhat the

yoke that thy father did put upon us? 10.

And the young men that were brought up
with him spake unto him, saying, Thus
shalt thou answer the people that spake
unto thee, saying. Thy father made our

yoke heavy, but make thou it somewhat
lighter for us ; thus shalt thou say unto

them, I\ly \\[{\e finger shall be thicker than

my father's loins. 11. For whereas my
father put a heavy yoke upon you, I will

put more to your yoke : my father chastised

you with whips, but I will chastise you with

scorpions.

We may observe liere,

1. The wisest and best cannot give every body
content. Solomon enriched and advanced his king-
dom, did all (one would think) that could be done
to make them happy and easy; and yet either he
was indiscreet in burthening them with the impo-
sition of t ixes and ser\ices, < r, at le.ist, there was
some colour of reason to think him so. No man is

perfectly wise. It is probable that it was when
Solomon had declined from God and his duty, that

his wisdom f^tilcd him, and God left him to himself
to act thus impoliticly. Even Solomon's treasures
were exhausted by his love of wonien; and, proba-
bly, it was to maintain them, and their pride,

luxury, and idolatry, that he squeezed his subjects.

2. Turbulent and ungrateful spirits will find fault

with the government, and complain of grievances,
when they have very little reason to do so. Had
they not peace in Solomon's time? Never plundered
by invaders, as formerly, never put to fear by the
alarms of war, nor obliged to jeopard their lives in

the high places of the field. Had thev not plenty?
Meat enough, and money enough? What would
they more? O fortunatos nimium, sua si bona no-
ritit!— happy, if they knew their happy state!

And yet they complain that Solomon made their
yoke grievous. If any complain thus of the yoke of

Christ, that they may have a pretence to break his

bands in sunder, and cast away his cords from
them, we are sure that he never ga\e them any
cause at all for the complaint, whatever Solomon
did. His yoke was easy, and his burthen light.

He never made us serve ivith an offering; nor
wearied us ivith incense.

3. Many ruin themselves, and their interests, by
trampling and provoking their inferiors. Reho-
boam thought that because he was king, he might
rule it as his father had done, have what he would,
and do what he would, and carry all before him.
But though he wore his father's crown, he wanted
his father's head-piece, and ought to have consider-

ed, that, being quite a different man from what his

father was, he ought to take other measures: such
a wise man as Solomon, may do as he will, but such
.1 fool as Rehoboam, must do as he can. The high-
mettled horse may be kicked and spurred by him
thaX has the art of managing him; but if an unskil-

ful horseman do it, it is at his peril. Rehoboam
paid dear for his threatening, and talking big, and
thinking to carry it with a high hand. It was Job's

wisdom, as well as his virtue, that he despised not
the cause of his man-servant or maid-servant, when
they argued with him, Job 31. 13. but heard them
patiently, considered their reasons, and gave them
a soft answer. And the like tender consideration of

'hose in subjection, and a forwardness to make
them easy, will be the comfort and praise of all in

authority, in the church, in the state, ana m fami-
lies.

4. Moderate counsels are generally wisest and
best. Gentleness will do what violence will not do.

Most people love to be accosted mildly. Reho-
boam's old experienced counsellors directed him to

this method, v. 7, Be kind to this fieople, andplease
them., ami speak good words to them, and thou art

sure of them for e\ er. Good words cost nothing
but a little self-denial, and yet they purchase great
things.

5. God often fulfils the counsels of his own wis-

dom, by infatuathig men, and giving them up to the
counsels of their own folly. No more needs be done
to ruin men, than to leave them to themselves, and
their own pride and passion.

12. So Jeroboam and all the people

came to Rehoboam on the third day, as the

king bade, saying. Come again to me on the

tliird day. 1 3. And the king answered them
roughly : and king Rehoboam forsook the

counsel of the old men, 14. And answered
them after the advice of the young men,
saying. My father niade your yoke heavy,

but 1 will add thereto : my father chastised

you with whips, but I will chastise yo2i with

scorpions. 15. So the king hearkened not

unto the people; for the cause was of God,
that the Lord might perform his word,

which he spake by the hand of Ahijah the

Shilonlte to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.
16. And when all Israel ^r/?/' that the king

would not hearken unto them, the people

answered the king, saying, What portion

have we in David ? and ice have none in-

heritance in the son of Jesse: eveiy man to

your tents, O Israel : and now, David, see

to thine own house. So all Israel went to

their tents. 1 7. But as for the children of

Israel that dwelt in the cities of Judah, Re-
hoboam reigned over them. 1 8. Then king

Rehoboam sent Hadoram, that was over

the tribute ; and the children of Israel

stoned him with stones that he died : but

king Rehoboam made speed to get him up
to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. 19.

And Israel rebelled against the house of

David unto this day.

We may learn here,

1. That when public affairs are in a ferment,

violent proceedings do but make bad worse. Rough
answers (such as Rehoboam here gave) do but stir

up anger, and bring oil to the flames. The pilot

has need to steer steady in a storm. Many have
been driven to the mischief they did not intend, by
being too severely dealt with, for what they did in-

tend.

2. That whatever the devices and designs of men
are, God is, by all, doing his own work, and fulfill

ing the word which he has spoken, no. iota or tittle

of which shall fall to the ground. The cause of the
king's obstinacy and want of thought was of God,
that he might perform the word which he spake by
Ahijah, v. 15. This does not at all excuse Reho-
boam's folly, nor lessen the guilt of his haughtuiess
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and passion, that God was pleased to serve his own
ends by it.

5. That worldly wealth, honour, and dominion,
are very uncertain tilings. Solomon reigned over
all Israel, and, one would think, had done enough
to secure the monarchy entire to his family for ma-
ny ages; and yet he is scarcely cold in his grave,
before 10 of the 12 tribes finally revolt from his son.

All the good services he had done for Israel, are
now forgotten. IVhat fiorcion have we in David?
Thus is the government of Christ cast off by many,
notwithstanding all he has done to oblige the chil-

dren of men for ever to himself; they say. We will

not have this man to reign over us. But this re-

ocilion will certainly be their ruin.

4. That God often visits the iniquities of the fa-

thers upon the children. Solomon forsakes God,
and therefore not he, but his son after him, is for-

s.iken by the greatest part of his people. Thus
God, by making the penal consequence of sin to

last long, and visibly to continue after the sinner's

de cth, would give an indication of its malignity, and
perhaps some intimation of the perpetuity of its

punishment. He that sins against God, not only

wrongs his soul, but perhaps wrongs his seed more
than he thinks of.

5. That when God is fulfilling his threatenings,

he will take care that, at the same time, promises
do not fall to the ground. When Solomon's iniquity

is remembered, and for it his son loses ten tribes,

David's piety is not forgotten, nor the promise made
to him; but for the sake of that, his grandson had
two tribes preserved to him. The failings of the

saints shall not frustrate any promise made to Christ

their Head. They shall be chastised, but the co-

venant not broken, Ps. 89. 31»>o4.

CHAP. XI.
We are here going on with the history of Rchoboam. I.

His attempt to recover the ten tribes he had lost, and the

letting fall cf that attempt, in obedience to the divine

command, v. 1 . . 4. II. His successful endeavours to

preserve the two tribes that remained, v. 5 . . 12. III.

The resort of the priests and Levites to him, v. 13 . . 17.

IV, An account of his wives and children, v. 18. .22.

i.V Jerusalem, he gaUieied of- the house

of Judah and Benjamin a hundred and four-

score thousand chosen niPJi, which were
warriors, to fight against Israel, that he

might bringthe kingdom again toRehoboam.
2. But the word of the Lord came to She-

maiah the man of God, saying, 3. Speak
unto Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king

of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and
Benjamin, saying, 4. Thus saith the Lord,
Ye shall not go up nor fight against your

brethren: return every man to his house; for

this thing is done of me. And they obeyed

the words of the Lord, and returned from

going against Jeroboam. 5. And Relio-

boam dwelt in Jerusalem, and built cities

for defence in Judah. 6. He built even

Beth-lehem, and Etam, and Tekoa, 7.

And Beth-zur, and Shoco, and Adullam,

8. And Gath, and Mareshah, and Ziph, 9,

And Adoraim, and Lachish, and Azekah,

10. And Zorah, and Ajalon, and Hebron,

which are in Judah and in Benjamin, fenced

tides. 1 1. And he fortified the strong holds,

and put captains in them, and store of vic-

tual, and of oil and wine. 12. And in every
several city he put shields and spears, and
made them exceeding strong, having Judah
and Benjamin on his side.

How the ten tribes deserted the house of David,
we read in the foregoing chapter. They had for-

merly sat loose to that family, 2 Sam. 20. 1, 2. and
now they quite threw it off; not considering how
much it would weaken the common interest, and
take Israel down from that pitch of glory at which
it had arrived in the last reign. But thus the king-
dom must be corrected as well as the house of

David.
1. Rehoboam, at length, hke a bold man, raises

an army, with a design to reduce the revolters, v.

1. Judali and Benjamin were not only resolved tc

continue their allegiance to him, but ready to give
him the best assistance they could, for the recovery
of his right. Judah was his own tribe, that owned
liim some years before the rest did; Benjamin was
the tribe in which Jerusalem, or the greatest part
of it stood; which perhaps was one reason why that

Tibe clave to him.
2. Yet like a conscientious man, when God for-

bade him to prosecute this design, in obedience to

him, he let it fall; either because he reverenced the
divine authority, or because he knew that he should
not prosper if he should go contrary to God's
command^ but instead of retrieving what was lost,

would be in danger cf losing what he had. It is

dangerous undertaking any thing, but especially un-
dertaking a war, contrary to the will of God. God
calls him, v. 3, Rehoboam the son of Solomon, to

intimate that this was determined for the sin of So-
lomon, and it would be to no purpose to oppose a

decree that was gone forth. They obeyed the words
of the Lord; and though it looked mean, and wr u!d

turn to their reproach among their neighbours; yet

because God would have it so, they laid down their

arms.
3. Like a discreet man, he fortified his own coun-

try. He saw it was to no purpose to think of re-

ducing those that v/ere revolted. A few good words
might have prevented their defection, but now all

the force of his kingdom cannot bring them back;
the thing is done, and so it must rest; it is his wis-

dom to make the best of it. Perhaps the s .me
young counsellors that had advised him to answer
them roughly, urged him to fight them, notwith-

standing the divine inhibitions; but he had paid deai

enough for being ad\ised by them, and theieforc

now, we may suppose, his aged and experienced
counsellors were hearkened to, and they advised

him not only to submit to the will of God concerning
what was lost, but to make it his business to keep
what he had. It was, probably, by their advice
that, (1.) He fortified his frontiers, and many of the

principal cities of his kingdom, which, in Solomon's
peaceable reign, no care had been taken for the de-
fence of. (2.) He furnished them with good store

of victtials and arms, v. 11, 12. Because God for-

bade him to fight, he did not therefore sit down sul-

len, and say that he would do nothing for the public

safety, if he might nnt do that, but prudently pro-

vided against an attack. They that may not be
conquerors, yet may be builders.

• 13. And the priests and the Levites that

ivere in all Israel resorted to him out of all

their coasts. 1 4. (For the Levites left their

suburbs, and their possession, and came to
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Judah and Jerusalem: for Jeroboam and

his sons had cast them off from executing

the priest's office unto the Lord : 1 5. And
lie ordained him priests for the high places,

and fur the devils, and for the calves which

ne had made.) 16. And after them, out of

all the tribes of Israel, such as set their

hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel,

came to Jerusalem to sacrifice unto the

Lord God of their fathers. 17. So they

strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and
made Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong,

three years: for three years they walked in

the way of David and Solomon. 18. And
Rehoboam took him Mahalath the daughter

of Jerimoth the son of David to wife, and
Abihail the daughter of Eliab the son of

Jesse -, 1 9. Which bare him children ; Jeush,

and Shamariah, and Zaham. 20. And
after her he took Maachah the daughter of

Absalom, which bare him Abijah, and Attai,

and Ziza, and Shelomith. 21. And Reho-
boam loved Maachah the daughter of Absa-
lom above all his wives and his concubines

:

(for he took eighteen wives, and threescore

concubines; and begat twenty and eight

sons, and threescore daughters.) 22. And
Rehoboam made Abijah the son of Maa-
chah the chief, to be ruler among his breth-

ren: for he thought to make him king. 23.

And he dealt wisely, and dispersed of all

his children throughout all the countries of

Judah and Benjamin, unto every fenced

city; and he gave them victual in al)un-

dance. And he desired many wives.

See here,

1. How Rehoboam was strengthened by the ac-

cession of the priests and Levites, and all the devout
and pious Israelites, to him; e\en all that were true
to their God, and their religion.

1. Jeroboam cast them off; that is, he set up such
a way of worship as he knew they could not, in con-
science, comply with, which obliged them to with-
draw from his altar, and at the same time he would
not allow them to go up to Jerusalem, to worship at

the altar there; so that he totally cast them offfrom
executing the priest^s office, v. 14. And very wil-

ling he was that they should turn themselves out of
their places, that room might be made for those
mean and scandalous persons whom he ordained
firiests for the high filacer, v. 15. Compare 1 Kings
12. 31. No marvel if he that cast off God, cast off

his ministers; they were not for his purpose, would
not do whatever he bid them do, would not serve
his gods, nor ivorshi/i the golden image which he
had set up.

2. They, thereupon, left their suburbs and pos-
sessions, V. 14. Out of the lot of each tribe, the
Levites had cities allowed them, where they were
comfortably provided for, and had opportunity of
doing much good. But now they were driven out
of all their cities, except those in Judah and Benja-
min. One would think their maintenance well set-

tled, and yet they lost it. It was a comfort to them,
that the law so often reminded them that the Lord
loas their inheritance, and therefore that they should

find him, when they were turned out of their house
and possessions. But why did they leave their pos-

session.'' (1.) Because they saw they could do no
good among their neighbours, in whom, (now that

Jeroboam set up his cahes,) the old proneness to

idolatry revived. (2.) Because they themsehes
would be in a continual temptation, to some base
compliances, and in danger of being drawn insensi-

bly to that which was evil. If we pray, in sincerity,

not to be led into temptation, we shall get and keep
as far as we can out of the way of it. (3.) Because
if they retained their integrity, they had reason to

expect persecution from Jer' boam and his sons.

The priests t'ley made for the devils, would not let

the Lord's priests be long among them. No secular

advantages whatsoever should draw us thither, or

detain us there, where we are in danger of making
shipwreck of faith and a good conscience.

3. They came to Judah and Jerusalem, v. 14. and
presented themselves to Fehobnam, v. 13. margin.
Where should God's priests and Levites be, but

where his altar was? Thither they came, because
it was their business to attend at the times appoint-

ed. (1.) It was a mercy to them, that they had a
place of refuge to flee to; and that when Jeroboam
cast them off, there were those so near, that would
entertain them, and bid them welcome, and they
were not forced into the lands of the Heathen. (2.

)

It was an evidence that they loved their work Get-

ter than their maintenance, in that they left their

suburbs and possessions in the country, (where they
might haNC lived at ease upon their own,) because
they were restrained from serving God there, and
cast themselves upon God's providence, and the
charity of their brethren, in coming to a place
where they miglit ha\ e the free enjoyment of God's
ordinances, according to his institution. Poverty
in the way of duty, is to be chosen rather than plen-
ty in the way of sin. Better live upon alms, or die

in a prison, with a good conscience, than roll in

wealth and pleasure with a prostituted one. (3.)

It was the wisdom and praise of Rehoboam and his

people, that they bid them welcome, though they
crowded themselves, perhaps, to make ror^m for

them. Conscientious refugees will bring a blessing

along with them tothe countries that entert;iin them,
as they leave a curse behind them with those that

expel them. Open ye the gates, that (he righteous
nation which keepeth truth, may enter in; it will be
good policy. See Isa. 26. 1, 2.

4. When the priests and Levites came to Jerusa-

lem, all the devout pious Israelites of e\ ery tribe

fnllowed them. Such as set their heart, to seek the

I^ord God of Israel, that made conscience of tlieir

duty to (lod, and were sincere and resolute in it,

they left the inheritance of their fathers, and went
and took houses in Jerusalem, that thev might have
free access to the altar of God, and be out of the
temptation to worship the calves, t'. 16. Note, (1.)

That is best for us, which is best for our souls; and
in all our choices, advantages for religion must take
place of all outward conveniences. (2.) Where
God's faithful priests are, his faithful people should
be. If Jeroboam cast off God's ministers, every
true-born Israelite will think himself obliged to own
them, and stand by them. Forsake not the I.evite,

the outcast Levite, as long as thou livest. When
the ark removes, remove ve, and go after it. Josh.

3. 3.

5. They strengthened the kingdom ofJudh. t.

17. not only by the addition of so many persons to

it, who, it is likely, brought what tliey could of

their effects with them, but by their piety and their

prayers thev procured a blessing upon the kingdom
whicli was a sanctuary to them. See Zech. 12. 5.

It is the interest of a nation to protect and encouragf
religion and religious people, :.nd adds more tU^.-
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any thin^ to its strength. They made him and his

people slrOTis; three years: iov so long they walked
in the way of David and Solomon, their ^ood way;
but when they forsook that, and so threw them-
selves out of God's favour and protection, the best
friends they had, could no longer help to strengthen
them. We retain our strength while we cleave to

God and our duty, and no longer.

II. How Rehoboam was weakened by indulging
himself in his pleasures. He desired many wives,
as his father did, v. 23. yet, 1. In this, he was more
wise than his father, that he does not appear to
have married strange wives. The wives mentioned
here were not only daughters of Israel, but of the
family of David; one was a descendant from Eliab,
David's brothei-, v. 18. another from Absalom, pro-
bably David's son, v. 20. another fi'om Jerimoth,
David's son. 2. In this, he wis more happy than
his father, that he had many sons and daughters;
whereas we read not of more than one son that his
father had. One can scarcely imagine that he had
no more; but if he had, they were not worth men-
tioning; whereas several of Rehoboam's sons are
here named, v. 19, 20. as men of note, and such
active men, that he thought it his wisdom to dis-

perse them throughout the countries ofJudah and
Benjamin, v. 23. either, (1.) That they might not
be rivals with his son Abij.Lh, whom he designed
for his successor; or, ]-:'.ther, (2.) Because he could
repose a confidence in them, for the preserving of
the public peace and safety, could trust them with
fenced cities, which he took care to have well-vic-
tualled, that thev might stand him in stead, in case
of an invasion. Thus he that acted foolishly at first,

dealt wisely afterward. After-wisdom is better
than none at all; nay, they say, " Wit is never good
till it is bought;" though his was dear bought with
the loss of a kingdom.

CHAP. XIL
This chapter skives us a more full account of the reis'n of
Rehoboam than we had before in Kina^s, and it is a very
melancholy account. Methinks we arc in the book of
Judpfes aprain; for, I. Rehoboam and his people did e\ il

in the sight of the Lord, v. I. II. God, thereupon, sold
them into the hands of Shishakkin? of Egypt, who tjreaf-

ly oppressed them, v. 2. .4. III. God senf a prophet to
them to expound to them the judgment, and to call them
to repentance, v. 5. IV. They, thereupon, hiimb!ed them-
selves, V. 6. V. God, upon their repentance, turned from
his anger, v. 7, I'i. and yet lefi them under the marks of
his displea=!ire, v. 8. 11. Lastly, Mere is a grneral
character of Rehoboam and liis reign, and the conclu-
sion of it, V. 13 . . 16.

1. A ND it camo to pass, when Rehobo-
JTL am had established the kingdom,

and had strengthened himself, he forsook the

law of the Lord, and all Israel with him.

2. And it came to pass, t/iat, in the fifth

year of Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt
came up against .Ternsalem, because they
had transgressed against the Lord, 3.

With twelve hundred chariots, and three-

score thousand horsemen: and the people

ivere without number that came with him
out of Egypt; the Lubims, the Sukkiims,
and the Ethiopians. 4. And he took the

fenced cities which 'prrtninrd to Judah, and
came to Jerusalem. 5. Then came She-
maiah the prophet to Rehoboam, and to the

princes of Judah that were gathered together

to .Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said

unto them, Thus saith the Lord, Ye have

forsaken me, and therefore have I also left

you in the hand of Shishak. 6. Whereup-
on the princes of Israel and the king hum-
bled themselves; and they said, the Lord
is righteous. 7. And when the Lord saw
that they humbled themselves, the word of
the Lord came to Shemaiah, saying. They
have humbled themselves, therefore I will

not destroy them, but I will grant them
some deliverance; and my wrath shall not
be poured out upon Jerusalem by the hand
of Shishak. 8. Nevertheless they shall be
his servants ; that they may know my ser-

vice, and the service of the kingdoms of the

countries. 9. So Shishak king of Egypt
came up against Jerusalem, and took away
the treasures of the house of the Lord, and
the treasures of the king^s house ; he took
all : he carried away also the shields of gold
which Solomon had made. 10. Instead of
which king Rehoboam made shields of
brass, and committed them to the hands of

th(! chief of the guard, that kept the entrance
of the king's house. 11. And when the

king entered into the house of the Lord, the

guard came and fetched them, and brought
them again into the guard-chamber. 12

And when he humbled himself, the wrath
of the Lord turned from him, that he would
not destroy him altogether : and also in Ju-
dah things went well.

Israel was \ ery much disgraced and weakened by
being di\ ided into two kingdoms; yet the kingdom
of Judah, having both the temple and the royal city,

both the house of David and the house of Aaron,
might have done very well if they had continued in

the way of their duty; but here we have all out of
order there.

I. Rehoboam and his peojjle left God. Yi^ for-
sook the law of the Lord, and so, in effect, foi'sook

Ciod, and all Israel with him, v. 1. He hud his

happy trienninm, when he walked in the way of

David and Solomon, ch. 11. 7. but it expired, and
he grew remiss in the worship of God; in what in-

stances, we are not told, but he fell off, and Judah
with him, here called Israel, l)ccause they walked
in the evil ways which Jeroljoam had drawn the
kingdom of Israel into. This he did, whe7i he had
established the kingdom, and strengthened himself.

As long as he thought his throne tottered, he kept
to his duty, that he might make God his friend; but

when he found it stood firm, he thought he had no
more occasion for religion; he was safe enough
without it. Thus the prosperity offools destroys

them. Jeshurun tvaxed fat, and kicked. When
men prosper, and are in no apprehensior of trou-

bles, they are ready to say to God, Departfrom us.

II. Gcid quickly brought troubles upon them, to

awaken them, and recover them to repentance, be-

fore their hearts were hardened. It was but in the

4th year of Rehoboam, that they began to corrupt

thernselvcs, and in the 5th year, the king of Egypt
came up against them with a va.st army, took the

fnced cities ofJudah, and came against Jcrusalein,

1'. 2, 3, 4. Tliis great calamity came upon them so

soon after thev began to desert the worship rf God,
by a hand they had little reason to suspect, (having
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had a great deal of friendly correspondence with
Egypt in the last reign,) und can\e with so much
vuilence, (all thejenced citicn of Judah, which Re-
hoboam had lately fortified and garrisoned, and on
which he relied much for the safety of his kingdom,
; Jling rapidly into the hands of the enemy, with-

out making any resistance,) that the whole was,
obviously, of the Lord, because they had trans-

gressed against him.
III. Lest they should not readily, or not rightly,

understand the meaning of this providence, God, by
the word, explains the sroui'ge, v. 5. When the

princes of Judah were all met at Jerusalem, proba-
bly, in a great coimcil of war, to conceit measures
f >r their own safety in this critical juncture, he sent

u prophet to them, the same that had brought them
an injunction from God not to fight against the ten

trib s, {c/i. 11. 2.) Shemaiah by name; he told

them plainly that tlie reason why Shish ik prevailed

against them was, not because they had been impo-
litic in the management of their .iffairs, (which per-

haps the princes in this congress were, at this time,

scrutinizing,) but because they had forsaken (iod.

God never leaves any, till they first leave him.
IV. The rebukes both of the word and of the rod

being thus joined, the king and princes humbled
themselves before God for their iniquity, penitently

acknowledged the sin, and p.'.tiently accepted the
punishment of it, saying The Lord is righteous, v.

6. " We have none to blame but ourselves; let God
be clear when he judgeth." Thus it becomes us,

when we are under the rebukes ^f Providence, to

justify God, and judge ourselves; even kings and
princes must either bend, or break, before God;
either be humbled or be ruined.

V. Upon the profess'on they made of repentance,
God showed them some favour, saved them from
ruin, and yet left them under some remaining fears

of the judgment, to prevent their revolt again.

1. God, in mercy, prevented the destruction they
were now upon the brink of. Such a vast, and now
victorious army, as Shishak had, having made them-
selves masters of all the fenced cities, what other
could be expected, than tliat the whole country,
and even Jerusalem itself, would, in a little time,
be their's? But when God saith, Here shall the

proud waves be stayed; the most threatening force
strangely dwindles, and becomes impotent. Here
again, the destroying angel, when he comes to Je-

rusalem, is forbidden to destroy that: My nvrath
shall not be floured out ufion Jerusale?n ; not at this

time, not by this hand, not utterly to destroy it, v.

7. 12. Note, Those that acknowledge God righte-
ous in afflicting them, shall find him gracious.
I'hey that humble themselves before him, shall

find favour with him. So ready is the God of mercy
to take the first occasion to show mercy. If we
have humbled hearts under humbling providences,
the affliction has done its work, and it shall either
be removed, or the property of it altered.

2. He granted them some deliverance, not com-
plete, but in part; he gave them some advantages
against the enemy, so that they recruited a little;

he gave them deliverance for a little while, so some.
They reformed but partially, and for a little while,
soon relapsing again; and as their reformation was,
so was their deliverance. Yet it is said, v. 12, in

Judah things went well, and began to look with a
better face. (1.) In respect of piety; there were
good things in Judah, so it is in the margin; good
ministers, good people, good families, who were
made better by the calamities of their country.
Note, In times of great corruption and degeneracy,
it is some comfort if there be a remnant, among
whom good things are found; this is a ground of
hope in Israel. (2.) In respect of prosperity. In
Judah things went ill, when all the fenced cities

were taken, v. 4. but when they repented, the pos
ture of their affliirs altered, and things went well
Note, If things do not go su well as we could wish,

yet we have reason to take notice of it with thank-
fulness, if they go better than was to have been ex-
pected, better than formerly, and better than we
deserved; and we should own God's goodness, if he
do but grant us soni'.- deli\ erance.

3. Yet he left them to sm .rt sorely by the hand
of Shishak, both in their liberty and their wealth.

(1.) In theiv liberty; v. 8, They shall be his ser-

vants, that is, they shall be much at his mercy, and
l)e put under contributiiu by him, and some of them,
perhaps, be taken prisoners, and held in capti\ ity

by him, that they may know jny service, and the
service of the kingdoms of the countries. They
complained, it may be, of tl\e strictness of their re

ligion, and theref >re forsook the law of the Lord,
(v. 1.) because they tli nght it a yoke too hard, too

heavy, upon th'.ni.' *'\\'c-ll," saith (iod, "let them
mend their service if they can; let the neighbour-
ing princes rule them a while, since they are not

willing that I should rule them, and let them
try how they like that; they might have served
God with joyfulness and gladness of heart, and
would not; let them serve their enemies then in hun-
ger and thirst, Deut. 28. 47, 48. till they think of

returning to theirfirst master, for then it was better

with them," Hos. 2. 7. This, some think, is the
meaning of that, Ezek. 20. 24, 25, Because they de
s/iised my statutes, I gave the?n statutes that were
not good. Note, [l.j The more God's service is

compared with other sei-vices, the more reasonable
and easy it will appear. [2.] Whatever difficulties

or hardships we may imagine there are in the way
of obedience, it is better, a thousand times, to go
through them, th n to expose ourselves to the pun-
ishment of disobedience. Are the laws of temper-
ance thought hard? The effects of intemperance
will be much harder. The service of virtue is per
feet liberty; the .service of lust is perfect slavery.

(2.Wn their wealth. The king of Egypt plun-
dered both the temple ;ind the exchequer, the trea-

suries of both which, Solomon left very full; but he
took them away; yea he took all, .i\\]it could lay

his hands on, v. 9. This was what he came for.

David and Solomon, who walked in the way of God,
filled the treasuries, one by war, and the other by
merchandise; but Rehoboam, who forsook the law
of God, emptied them. The taking away of the
golden shields, and the substituting of brazen ones
in their place, X'. 9- -11. we had an account of before,

1 Kings 14. 25. .28.

1 3. So king; Rehoboam strengthened him-
self in Jerusalem, a-nd reigned: for Rehobo-
am ivas one and forty years old when he
began to reign, and fie reigned seventeen
years in Jerusalem, the city which the Lord
had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel to

put his name there. And his mother's name
was Naamah, an Ammonitess. 14. And
he did evil, because he prepared not his

heart to seek the Lord. 1 5. Now the acts

of Rehoboam, first and last, are they not

written in the book of Shemaiah the pro-

phet, and of Iddo the seer, concerning gene
alogies ? And there ?vere wars between Re-
hoboam and Jeroboam continually. 16

And Reho))oam slept with his fathers, and
was buried in the city of David : and Abi-
jah.his son reigned in his stead.
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The story of Rehoboam's reign is here concluded;
much as the story of the other reign concUides.
Two things especiully ai e observable here,

1. That he was, at length, well fixed in his ki?ig-

dom, V. IT). His fenced cities in Judah did not an-
swer his expectation, so he now strengthtntd him-
self in Jerusalem, and made it his business to fortify

that; and there he reigned 17 years in the city

which the Lord had chosen to put his name there.

This intimates his honour and privilege, that he had
his royal seat in the holy city, which yet was but an
aggravation of his impiety; near the temple, but far

from God. Frequent skirmishes there were be-
tween his subjects and Jeroboam's, such as amount-
ed to continual wars, v. 15. but he held his own,
and reigned, and, as it should seem, did not so

grossly forsake the law of God as he had done, v. 1.

in his 4th year.

2. That he was never rightly fixed in his religion,

V. 14. he never quite cast off God; and yet, in this,

he did evil, that he firefiared not his heart to seek
the Lord. See what the fault is laid upon. (1.)
He did not ser\ e the Lord, because he did not seek
the Lord. He did not pray, as Solomon did, for

wisdom and grace. If we prayed better, we should
be every way better. Or, he did not consult the
word of God, did not seek to that as his oracle, nor
take directions from that. (2. ) He made nothing
of his religion, because he did not set his heart to it;

never minded it with any closeness of application,

had never any hearty disposition to it, nor ever
came up to a steady resolution in it. What little

goodness he had, passed away like the morning
cloud. And therefore he did e\ il, because he was
never determined for that which is good. Those
are easily drawn by Satan to an evil, who are wa-
vering and inconstant in that which is good, and
are never persuaded to make religion their busi-
ness.

CHAP. XIII.
We have here a much fuller account of the reign of Abijah,

the son of Rehoboam, than we had in the Kings. There
we found that his character was no better than his fa-

ther's; he walked in the sins of his father, and his heart
was not right with God, 1 Kings 15. 2, 3. But here we
find him more brave and successful in war, than his fa-

ther was. He reigned but three years, and was chiefly
famous for a glorious victory he obtained over the forces
of Jeroboam. Here is, I. The armies brought into the
field on both sides, v. 3. The remonstrance which Abi-
jah made before the battle, setting forth the justice of
his cause, v. 4. . 12. III. The distress which Judah was
brought into by the policy of Jeroboam, v. 13, 14. IV.
The victory they obtained, notwithstanding, by the pow-
er of God, v. 15.. 20. V. The conclusion of Abijah's
reign, v. 21, 22.

1. ^^OW in the eighteenth year of king

X^ Jeroboam began Abijah to reign

over Judah. 2. He reigned three years in

Jerusalem: (his mother's name also urns

Michaiah, the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah
:)

and there was war between Abijah and Je-

roboam. 3. And Abijah set the battle in

array with an army of valiant men of war,
even four hundred thousand chosen men:
Jeroboam also set the battle in array against

him with eight hundred thousand cJiosen

men, being mighty men of valour. 4. And
Abijah stood up upon mount Zemaraim,
which zs in mount Ephraim, and said. Hear
me, thou Jeroboam, and all Israel; 5.

Oiight you not to know, that the Lord God

of Israel gave the kingdom over Israel to

David for ever, even to him and to his sons
by a covenant of salt? 6. Yet Jeroboam
The son of Nebat, the servant of Solomon,
the son of David, is risen up, and hath re-

belled against his lord. 7. And there are

gathered unto him vain men, the children of
Belial, and have strengthened themselves
against Kehoboam the son of Solomon,
when Rehoboam was young and tender-

hearted, and could not withstand them. 8.

And now ye think to withstand the king-

dom of the Lord in the hand of the sons of
David; and ye be a great multitude, and
there are with you golden calves, which Je-

roboam made you for gods. 9. Have )re

not cast out the priests of the Lord, the sons
of Aaron, and the Levites, and have made
you priests after the manner of the nations

of other lands? so that whosoever cometh
to consecrate himself with a young bullock

and seven rams, the same may be a priest of
them that are no gods. 10. But as for us,

the Lord is our God, and we have not for-

saken him; and the priests which minister

unto the Lord, are the sons of Aaron, and
the Levites ivait upon their business: 11.

And they burn unto the Lord, every morn-
ing and every evening, burnt-sacrifices and
sweet incense : the show-bread also set they

in order upon the pure table ; and the can-
dlestick of gold with the lamps thereof, to

burn every evening : for we keep the charge
of the Lord our God ; but ye have forsaken

him. 1 2. And, behold, God himself is with
us for our captain, and his priests with
sounding trumpets to cry alarm against you.

O children of Israel, figlit ye not against the

Lord God of your fathers ; for you shall

not prosper.

Abijah's mother was called Maachah, the daugh-
ter of Absalom, ch. 11. 20; here she is called Mi-
chaiah, \\\& dL-dSx^K^v i\{\}v\€i. It is most pr<'bable
that she was a grand-daughter of Absalom, by his
daughter Tamar, 2 Sam. 14. 27. and that her im-
mediate father was this Uriel. But we are here to

attend Abijah into the field of battle, with Jeroboam
king of Israel.

I. God gave him leave to engage with Jeroboam,
and owned him in it, though he would not permit
Rehoboam to do it, ch. 11. 4. 1. Jeroboam, it is

probable, was now the aggressor, and what Abijah
did, was in his own necessary defence. Jeroboam,
it may be, happening to survive Rchcbraii;, claimed
the crown of Judah by survivorship, at least, hoped
to get it from this young king, upon his accession tc

the throne. Against these imprudent pretensions,
it was brave in Abijah to take up arms, and God
stood by him. 2. When Rehoboam attempted to
recover his 10 tribes, Jeroboam was upon his good
behaviour, and there must be some trial of him; but
now that he had disco\ered what manner of man he
was, by setting up the calves, and casting off the
priests, Abijah is allowed to chastise him; and it

does not appear that he intended any more; whereas



II. chronicl.es, Xlll. 753

Kehoboam aimed at no less than the utter reduction

of the 10 tribes, which was contrary to the counsel

of God.
II. Jeroboam's army was double in number to

that of Abijah, v. 3. for he had ten tribes to raise

an army out of, Abijah had but two. Yet the infe-

rior number proves victorious; for the battle is not

always to the strong, nor the cause to the majority.

III. Abijih before he fought them, reasoned with

them, to persuade them, though not to return to the

house of David, (that matter was settled by the di-

vine determination, and he acquiesced^ yet to de-

sist from fighting against the house of David. He
would not have them withstand the kingdom of the

Lord in the hands of the sons of David, v. 8. but
at least to be content with what they h:id. Note,
It is good to try reason before we use f )rce. If the

point may be gained by dint of argument, better

so than by dint of sword. We must never fly to

violent methods, till all the arts of persuasion have
been tried in vain. War, that ultima ratio regum—
that last resort ofkings, should be preceded by every
expedient calculated to prevent it. Fair reasoning
may do a great deal of good, and prevent a great

deal of mischief: How forcible are right words!
Abijah was got with his army into the heart of their

country; for he made this speech upon a hill in

mount Ephraim, where he might be heard by Je-

roboam, and the principal officers, with whom, it is

probable, he desired to have a treaty, which they
consented to. It has been usual for great generals
to make speeches to their own soldiers, to animate
them; this speech of Abijah had that tendency, but
was directed to Jeroboam and all Israel.

Two things Abijah undertakes to make out for

the satisfaction of his own men, and the conviction

of the enemy.
I. That he had rigjit on his side, a_/ws divinum—

a dti'ine right: You know, or ought to know, that

God gave the kingdom to David and his sons for
ever, V. 5. not by common providence, his usual way
of disposing of kingdoms, but by a covenant of salt,

a lastmg covenant, a covenant made by sacrifice,

which was always salted; so Bishop Patrick. All
Israel had owned that David was a king of God's
making, and that God had entailed the crown upon
his family; so that Jeroboam's taking the crown of

Israel, at first, was not justifiable: yet it is not cer-

tain that he refers chiefly to that, for he knew that

Jeroboam had a grant from God of the 10 tribes; his

attempt, however, now to disturb the peace and
possession of the king of Judah, was by no means
excusable; for when the 10 tribes were given him,
two were reserved for the house of David. He
shows, (1.) That there was a great deal of dis-

honesty and disingenuity in his first setting up of

himself. He rebelled against his lord, who had pre-

ferred him, 1 Kings 11. 28. and basely took advan-
tage of Rehoboam's weakness in a critical juncture,

when, in gratitude to his old master, and in justice

to his title, he ought rather to have stood by him,
and helped to secure the people in their allegiance

to him, than to head a party against him, and make
a prey of him; which was unworthily done, and
what he could not expect to prosper in. They that

supported him are here called vain men, (a charac-

ter perhaps borrowed from Judg. 11. 3.) men that

did not act from any steady principle, but were given

to change, and men of Belial, that were for shaking
oflF the yoke of government, and setting those over
them, that would do just as they would have them
to do. (2. ) That there was a great deal of impiety
in his present attempt ; for, in fighting against the
house of Da\id, he fought against the kingdom of
the Lord. They who oppose right, oppose the
riehtenus God who sits in the throne judging right,

and cannot promise themselves success in so doing.
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Right may indeed go by the worst, for a time; but it

will prevail, at last.

2. That he had God on his side. This he insists

much upon, that the religion of Jeroboam and his

army was false and idolatrous; but for his part, he,

and his people, the men of Judah, had the pure wor-
ship of the true and living God among them. It ap-

pears from the character given of Abijah, 1 Kings
15. 3. that he was not himself truly religious, and
yet here he encouraged himself in this war, chiefly

from the religion of his kingdom. For, (1.') What-
ever he was otherwise, it should seem that he was
no idolater, or if he connived at the high places and
images, ch. 14. 3, 5. yet he constantly kept up the

temple-service. (2.) Whatever corruptions there

were in the kingdom of Judah, the state of religion

among them was better than in the kingdom of Is-

rael, with which they were now contending. (3.)

It is common for those that deny the power of god-

liness, to boast of the form of it. (4. ) It was the cause
of his kingdom that he was pleading; and though he
was not himself so good as he shovild be, yet he
hoped that, for the sake of the good men and good
things that were in Judah, God would now appear
for them. Many that have little religion themselves,

yet have so much sense and grace as to value it in

others. See how he describes,

[1.] The apostasy of Israel from God. "You
are a great multitude," said he, " far superior to us

in number; but we need not fear you, for you have
that among yourselves, that is enough to ruin you.

For," L'irst, "You have calves for your gods, v. 8.

that are unable to protect and help you, and will

certainly cause the true and living God to oppose
you. Those will be Achans, troublers of your
camp." Secondli/, "You have base men for your
priests, v. 9. You have cast off the tribe of Levi,

and the house of Aaron, whom God appointed to

minister in holy things; and in conformity to the

custom of the idolatrous nations, make any man a

priest, that has a mind to the office, and will be at

the charge of the consecration, though never st

much a scandal to the office." Yet such, though
very unfit to be priests, were fittest of all to be their

priests; for what more agreeable to gods that were
no gods than priests that were no priests? Like to

like, l)oth pretenders and usurpers.

[2.] The adherence of Judah to God. "But as

for lis, {v. 10. ) we have not forsaken God. Jeho-

vah is our God, the God of oiir fathers, Uie God of

Israel, who is able to protect us, and give us suc-

cess. He is with us for we are with him." First,

"At home in his temple; we kee/i his charge, v. 10,

11. We worship no images, have no priests but

what he has ordained, no rites of worship but what
he has prescribed: both the temple-service and the

temple-furniture are of his appointing; his appoint-

ment we abide by, and neithei" add nor diminish.

These we have the comfort of, these we now stand

up in the defence of; so that upon a religious, as well

as a civil account, we have the better cause Se-

condly, Here in the camp, he is our Captain, and
we may therefore be sure that he is with us, because
we are with him, v. 12. And as a token ofhis pre-

sence, we have here with us his priests, sounding his

trumpets according to the law, as a testimony against

you, and an assurance to us, that in the day ofbattle

we shall be remembered before the Lord our God, and
saved from our enemies;" for so this sacred signal is

explained, Numb. 10. 9. Nothing is more effectual to

imbolden men, and put spirit in them, than to be
sure that God is with them, and fights for them. He
concludes with iair warning to his enemies. "Fight
not against the God ofyourfathers; it is folly to fight

against the God of almighty power; but it is treache-

ry and base ingratitude, to fight against your fathers'

God, and you cannot expect to j rospev."
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13. But Jeroboam caused an auibush-

ment to come about behind them : so they

were before Judah, and the ambushment
2vas behind them. 14. And when Judah
looked back, behold, the batUe was before

and behind: and they cried unto the Lord,
and the priests sounded with the trumpets.

1 5. Then the men of Judah gave a shout

:

and as the men of Judah shouted, it came
to pass, that God smote Jeroboam and all

Israel before Abijah and Judah. 16. And
the children of Israel fled before Judah ; and
God delivered them into their hand. 17.

And Abijah and his people slew them with

a great slaughter : so there fell down slain

of Israel five hundred thousand chosen men.
18. Thus the children of Israel were brought

under at that time, and the children of Ju-

dah prevailed, because they relied upon the

Lord God of their fathers. 1 9. And Abi-
jah pursued after Jeroboam, and took cities

from him ; Beth-el with the towns thereof,

and Jeshanah with the towns thereof, and
Ephraim with the towns thereof. 20. Nei-
ther did Jeroboam recover strengtli again in

the days of Abijah: and the Lord struck

him, and he died. 21. But Abijah waxed
mighty, and married fourteen wives, and
begat twenty and two sons, and sixteen

daughters. 22. And the rest of the acts of

Abijah, and his ways, and his sayings, arc
written in the story of the prophet Iddo.

We do not find that Jeroboam offered to make
any answer at all to Abijah's speech; though it was
much to the purpose, lie resolved not to heed it,

aud therefore heard it as though he heard it not; he
came to fight, not to dispute; the longest sword, he
thinks, will determine the matter, not the better
cause: let us therefore see the issue, whether right

and religion carry the day or no.

I. Jeroboam, who trusted to his politics, was beat-
en. He was so far from fair reasoning, that he was
not for fair fighting; we may suppose that he felt a
sovereign contempt for Abijah's harangue. " One
stratagem," thinks he, " is worth twenty such
speeches, we will soon give him an answer to all

his arguments, he shall soon find himself overpow-
ered with numbers, surrounded on every side with
the instruments of death, and then let him boast of

his religion and his title to the crown." A parley,

it is probable, was agreed on, yet Jeroboam basely
takes the advantage of it, and while he was treating,

/aid /ill ambushment behind them, against all the
laws of arms. What honour could be expected in

a servant ivhen he reigned? Abijah was for fieace,

but ivhen he sfiake, they ivere for war, Ps. 120. 7.

II. Abijah and his people," who trusted in their

God, came off" conquerors, notwithstanding the dis-

proportion of their strength and numbers.
1. They were brought into a great strait, put into

a great fright, for the battle was before and behind.

A good cause, and, one which is designed to be vic-

torious miy, for a season, be involved in embarrass-
ment and distress. It was David's case. They
crt'nfictssed me about like bees, Ps. 118. 10. -12.

2. In tlieir distress, when danger was on every side,

viiiich w;'.y should they look but upward for deli-

verance' It is an unspeakable comfort, that no rne-
my, (not the most powerful or politic,) no stratagem
or ambushment, can cut off" our communication with
heaven; our way thitherward is always open. (1.)
They cried unto the Lord, v. 14. We hope tliey
did this, before they engaged in this wai-, but the
distress they were in made them renew their
prayers, and quickened them to be importunate,
God brings his people into straits, that he may
teach them to cry unto him. Earnest praying is

crying. (2.) They relied on the God of their fa-
thers, depended upon his power to help them, and
committed themselves to him, v'. 18. The prayei
of faith is the prevailing prayer, and this is that by
which we overcome the world, even our faith, 1

John 5. 4. (3.) The firiest sounded the trumpets,
to animate them by giving them an assurance of
God's presence with them. It was not only a mar-
tial but a sacred soimd, and put life into their faith.

(4.) They shouted in confidence of victory, "The
day is our own, for God is with us." To the cry
of prayer they added the shout of faith, and so be
came more than conquerors.

3. Thus they obtained a complete victory, jls

the men ofJudah shouted for joy in God's salvation,

God smote Jeroboam and his army with such terror
and amazement, that they could not strike a stroke,

but fled with the greatest precipitation imaginable,
and the conquerors gave no quarter, so that they
put to the sword 500,000 chosen men, v. 17. more,
It is said, than ever we read of in any history to

have been killed, in one battle; but the battle was
the Lord's, who would thus chastise the idolatry ol

Israel, and own the house of David. But see the
sad effect of division: it was the blood of Israelites

that was thus shed like water by Israelites, while
the heathen, their neighbours, to whom the name
of Israel had formerly been a terror, cried Ma, so

would we have it!

4. The consequence of this, was that the children
of Israel, though they were not brought back to the

house of Da\'id, (which by so great a blow surely

they would have been, had not the determinate
counsel of God been otherwise,) yet, for that time,

were brought under, v. 18. Many cities were
taken, and remained in the possession of the kings
of Judah; as Beth-el particularly, v. 19. What be-
came of the golden calf there, when it came into

the hands of the king of Judah, we are not told;

perhaps it was removed to some place of greater

safetv, and, at length, to Samaria, Hos. 8. 5. yet in

Jehu's time we find it at Beth-el, 2 Kings 10. 29.

Perhaps Abijah, when it was in his power to de-
molish it, suffered it to stand, for his heart was not

perfect with (Tod; and not improving what he had
got for the honour of God, he soon lost it all again.

Lastly, The death both of the conquered and of

the conqueror, not long after.

1. Jeroboam never looked up after this defeat,

though he survived it, 2 or 3 years. He could not

recover strength again, v. 20. The Lord struck

him either with some bodily disease, of which he
languished; or with melancholy and trouble of mind,

his heart was broken, and vexation at his loss brought

his head, probably, by this time, a hoaiy head, with
sorrow to the grave. He escaped the sword of Abi-

jah, but God struck him : there is no escaping his

sword.
2. Abijah waxed mighty upon it. What number

of wives and children he had before, does not ap-

pear; but now he multiplied his wives to 14 in all,

by whom he had 38 children, v. 21. Happy is the

man that hath his quiver full of those arrows. It

seems, he had ways peculiar to himself, and sayings

of his own, which were recorded with his acts in the

history of those times, v. 22. But the number cf

his months was cut off in the midst, and, soon aftei
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his triumphs, death conquered the conqueror. Per-
haps he was too much Hfted up with his victories,

and therefore God would not let him live long to en-

joy the honour of them.

CHAP. XIV.
In this and the two following chapters, we have the history

of the. reign of Asa ; a good reign, and a long one. In

this chapter, we have, 1. His piety, v. 1 . . 5. II. His
policy, V. 6 . . 8. III. His prosperity, and particularly a
glorious victory he obtained over a great army of Ethio-
pians that came out against him, v. 9 . . 15.

I. ClO Abijah slept with his fathers, and
1^ they buried him in the city of David

;

and Asa his son reigned in his stead. In

his days the land was quiet ten j^ears. 2.

And Asa did that which was good and right

in the eyes of the Lord his God : 3. For
he took away the altars of the strange gods^

and the high places, and brake down the

images, and cut down the groves ; 4. And
commanded Judah to seek the Lord God
of their fathers, and to do the law and the

commandment. 5. Also he took away, out

of all the cities of Judah, the high places

and the images : and the kingdom was quiet

before him. 6. And he built fenced cities

in Judah : for the land had rest, and he had
no war in those years ; because the Lord
had given him rest. 7. Therefore he said

unto Judah, Let us build these cities, and
make about them walls and towers, gates

and bars, while the land is yet before us

;

because we have sought the Lord our God,
we have sought hiiri^ and he hath given us

rest on every side. So they built, and pros-

pered. 8. And Asa had an army of men that

bare targets and spears, out of Judah three

hundred thousand, and out of Benjamin,
that bare shields and drew bows, two hun-

dred and fourscore thousand: all these loere

mighty men of valour.

Here is,

I. Asa's general character, v. 2, He did that

which ivas o-ood and right in the eyes of the Lord his

God. 1. He aimed at pleasing God: studied to ap-
prove himself to him. Happy they that walk by
this rule, to do that, not only which is right in their

own eyes, or in the eyes of the world, but which is

so in God's eyes. 2. He saw God's eye always
upon him, and that helped much to keep him to

what is good and right. 3. God graciously accepted
of him in what he did, and approved it as good and
right.

II. A blessed work of reformation which he set

on foot immediately upon his accession to the crown.
1. He remoxed and abolished idolatry. Since

Solomon admitted it in the latter end of his reign,

nothing had been done to suppress it, and so, we
presume, it had got ground, strange gods were wor-
shipped, and had their altars, images, and gro\ es;

and the temple-service, though kept up by the
priests, {ch. 13. 10.) was neglected by many of the
people. Asa, as soon as he had power in his hands,
made it his business to destroy all those idolatrous

altars and images, v. 3. 5. they being a great pro-
vocation to a jealous God, and a great temptation to

a careless unthinking people. He hoped by de-

stroying the idols, to reform the idolaters, which t.e

aimed at, rather than to ruiti them.
2. He revived and established the pure worship

of God; and since the priests did their part in at-

tending God's altars, he obliged the people to dd
their's, v. 4, he commanded Judah to seek the Lord
God of their fathers, and not the gods of the liea-

then, and to do the law and the commandment, that

is, to observe all divine institutions, which mtmy
had utterly neglected. In doing this, the land was
quiet before him, v. 5. Though they were much in

love with their idols, and very loath to leave them,
yet the convictions of their consciences sided with
the commands of Asa, and they could not, for shame,
refuse to comply with them. Note, They that have
power in their hands, and will use it vigorously for

the suppression of profaneness and the reformation
of manners, will not meet with so much difficulty

and opposition therein, as, perhaps, tliey feared.

Vice is a sneaking thing, and virtue has reason
enough on its side to make a// iniquity sto/i her mouth,
Ps. 107. 42.

III. The tranquillity of his kingdom, after constant
alarms of war during the two last reigns. In his

days, the land was quiet ten years, v. 1. no war
with the kingdom of Israel, who did not recover the
blow given them in the last reign, for a great while.

Abijah's victory, which was owing, under God, to

his courage and bravery, laid a foundation for Asa's
peace, which was the reward of his piety and refor-

mation. Though Abijah had little religion himself,

he was instrumental to prepare the way for one that

had much. If Abijah V\ad not done what lie did, to

quiet the land, Asa could not have done what he
did to reform it; for Inter arma silent leges—Amidst
the din of arms, the voice of law is unheard.

IV. The prudent improvement he made of that
tranquillity: The land had rest, for the Lord had
given him rest. Note, If God give quietness, who
then can make trouble. Job 34. 29. Those have rest

indeed, to whom God gives rest; peace indeed, to

whom Christ gives peace, not as the world giveth,

.John 14. 27. Now, 1. Asa takes notice of the rest

they had, as the gift of God; He hath given us rest

on every side. Note, God must be acknowledged,
with thankfulness, in the rest we are blessed with,

of body and mind, family and country. The rest

was the reward of the reform :iti(n begun; Because
we have sought the Lord our God, he has given us
rest. Note. As the frowns and rebukes of Provi-
dence should be observed for a check to us in an
evil way, so the smiles of Providence should be taken
notice of for our encouragement in that Avhich is

good. See Hag. 2. 18, 19. Mai. 3. 12. We find

by experience that it is good to seek the Lord; it

gives us rest; while we pursue the world, we meet
with nothing but vexation. 2. He consults with
his people, bv their rcpresentati\es, how to make
a good use of the present gleams of peace they en-

joyed; and concludes with them, (1.) That they
must not be idle, but busy. Times of rest from war
should be employed in work, for we must always
find ourselves something to do. In the years when
he had no war, he said, "Let us build; still let us

be doing. " When the churches had rest, they were
built up. Acts 9. 31. When the sword is sheathed,

take up the trowel. (2.) That they must not be
secure, but prepare for wars. In times of peace we
must be getting ready for trouble, expect it, and lay

up in store for it. [1.] He fortified his principal

cities with walls, towers, gates, and bars, v. 7.

"This let us do," savs he, "while the land is yet

before us," that is, "while we have opportunity
and advantage for it, and have nothing to hinder
us." He speaks as if he expected that, some way
or other, trouble would arise, when it would be too

late to fortify, and when they would wish they had
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done it; So they buiU and firosfiered, [2.] He .had

a good army ready to bring into the field, v. 8. not

a standing army, but the militia or trained-bands
of the country. Judah and Benjamin were mustered
severally; and Benjamin (which, not long ago, was
called little Benjamin, Ps. 68. 27.) had almost as

many soldiers as Judah, came as near as 28 to 30. so

strangely had that tribe increased of late. The
blessing of God can make a little one to become a
thousand. It should seem, these two tribes were
differently armed, both offensively and defensively.

The men of Judah guarded themselves with targets,

the men of Benjamin with shields, the former much
larger than the latter, 1 Kings 10. 16, 17. The
men of Judah fought with spears, when they closed
in with the enemy: the men of Benjamin drew bows,
to reach the enemy at a distance; both did good ser-

vice, and neither could say to the other, I have no
need of thee. Different gifts and employments are
for the common good.

9. And there came out against them Zerah
the Ethiopian, with a host of a thousand
thousand, and three iiundred cliariots, and
came unto Mareshah. 10. Then Asa went
out against him, and they set the battle in

array in the valley of Zephathah at Mare-
shah. 11. And Asa cried unto the Lord
his God, and said. Lord, it is nothing with
thee to help, whether with many, or with
them that have no power : help us, O
Lord our God ; for we rest on thee, and
in thy name we go against this multitude.

O Lord, thou art our God ; let not man
prevail against thee. 12. So the Lord
smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and be-

fore Judah; and the Ethiopians fled. 13.

And Asa, and the people that were with
him, pursued them unto Gerar: and the

Ethiopians were overthrown, that they could
not recover themselves ; for they were de-

stroyed before the Lord, and before his

host: and they carried away very much
spoil. 14. And they smote all the cities

round about Gerar: for the fear of the Lord
came upon them : and they spoiled all the

cities ; for there was exceeding much spoil

in them. 1 5. They smote also the tents of

cattle, and carried away sheep and camels
in abundance, and returned to Jerusalem.

Here is,

1. Disturbance given to the peace of Asa's king-
dom by a formidable army of Ethiopians that invaded
them, V. 9, 10. Though still they sought God, yet
this fear came upon them, that their faith in God
might be tried, and that God might have an oppor-
tunity of doing great things for them. It was a vast
number that the Ethiopians brought against him, a
thousand thousand men; and now he found the bene-
fit of having an army ready raised against such a
time of need. That provision which we thought
needless, may soon appear to be of great advantage.

2. The application Asa made to God, on occa-
sion of tlie threatening cloud which now hung over
his head, x'. 11. He that sought God in the day of
his peace and prosperity, could, with holy boldness,

cry to God in the day of his trouble, and call him
.';/s God. His prayer is short, but has much in it.

1^ 1
.

) He gives to God the t;lory of \ is infinite power

and sovereignty. It is nothing with thee to help and
save, by many or few, by them that are mighty, or
by them that have no power. See 1 Sam. 14. 6. God
works in his own strength, not in the strength of in-

struments, Ps. 21. 13. nay, it is his glory to help the
weakest, andperfect strength out ofthe mouth ofbabes
and sucklings. '

'We do not say, Lord, take our part,
for we have a good army for thee to work by: but,
take our part, for without thee we have no power."
(2. ) He takes hold of their covenant-relation to God
as their's. O Lord our God, and again, " Thou art
our God, whom we have chosen and cleave to as
our's, and who has promised to be our's." (3.) He
pleads their dependence upon God, and the eye they
had to him, in this expedition. He was well-pre-
pared for it, yet trusted not to his preparations; but,
"Lord we rest on thee, and in thy name wego against
this multitude, by warrant from thee, aiming at thy
glory, and trusting to thy strength." (4.) He inter-

ests God in their cause, ^^ Let not man," {mortal
man, so the word is,) ^^prevail against thee. If he
prevail against us, it will be said that he prevails
against thee, because thou art our God, and we rest
on thee, and go forth in thy name, which thou hast
encouraged us to do. The enemy is a mortal man;
make it to appear what an unequal match he is for

an immortal God. Lord, maintain thine own honour:
hallowed be thy name."

3. The glorious victory God gave him over I is

enemies; (1.) God defeated the enemy, and put
their forces into disorder, v. 12. The Lord smote
the Ethiopians, smote them with terror, and an un-
accountable consternation, so that they fled, and
knew neither why nor whither. (2.) Asa and his
soldiers took the advantage God gave them against
the enemy. [1.] They destroyed them, They fell

before the Lord, (for who can stand before him ?)

and before his host, either an invincible host of an-
gels that were emploved to destroy them, or the
host of Israel, called God's host, because owned by
him. [2.] They took the plunder of their camp;
carried away very much s/ioil from the slain, and
from the baggage. [3.] They smote the cities that

were in league with them, to which they fled for

shelter, and carried off the spoil of them, x'. 13, and
they were not able to make any resistance, for the

fear of the Lord came upon them, that is, a fear
which God struck them with, to that degree that

they had no heart to withstand the conquerors. [4. ]
They fetched away the cattle out of the enemy's
country, in vast numbers, v. 15. Thus the wealth
of the sinner is laid up for the just

CHAP. XV.
Asa and his army were now returning in triumph from the

battle, laden with spoils, and adorned with the trophies

of victory; the pious prince, we may now suppose, study-

ing what he should render to God for this great favour.

He knows that the work of reformation, which he had
begun in )iis kingdom, is not perfected; his enemies
abroad were subdued, but there were more dangerous
enemies at home, that were yet unconquered; idols in

Judah and Beijjamin : his victory over the former im-
boldens him vigorously to renew his attack upon the lat-

ter. Now here we have, I. The message which God
sent him, by a prophet, to engage him to, and encourage
him in, the prosecution of his reformation, v. 1 . . 7. II.

The life which this message put into that good cause,

and their proceedings, in pursuance of it. Idols removed,
V. 8. The spoil dedicated to God, v. 9. . 11. A cove-

nant with God, and a law for the punishing of idolaters,

V. 12. . 15. A reformation at court, v. 16. Dedicated
things brouglit into the house of God, v. 18. All well,

but that the high places were permitted, v. 17. And the

effect of this was great peace, v. 19.

1. A ND the Spirit of God came upon
J\. Azariah the son of Obed : 2. And

he went out to meet Asa, and said unto
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him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and
Benjamin: The Lord is with you while

ye be with him : and if ye seek him, he will

be found of you ; but if ye forsake him, he
will forsake you. 3. Now for a long sea-

son Israel hath been, without the true God,
and without a teaching priest, and without

law: 4. But when they in their trouble

did turn unto the Lord God of Israel, and
sought him, he was found of them. 5. And
in those times there was no peace to him
that went out, nor to him that came in, but
great vexations loere upon all the inhabit-

ants of the countries. 6. And nation was
destroyed of nation, and city of city : for

God did vex them with all adversity. 7.

Be ye stiong, therefore, and let not your
hands be \veak : for your work shall be re-

warded.

It was a great happiness to Israel, that they had
prophets among them; yet, while they were thus
blessed, they were strangely addicted to idolatry,

whereas, when the spirit of prophecy was ceased
under the second temple, and the canon of the Old
Testament was completed, (which was constantly

read in their synagogues,) they were pure from
idolatry; for the scriptures are of all other the most
sure nvord offirofihecy, and most effectual, and the
church could not be so easily imposed upon by a
counterfeit Bible, as by a counterfeit prophet.
Here was a prophet sent to Asa and his army,

when they returned victorious from the war with
the Ethiopians, not to compliment them and con-
gratulate them on their success, but to quicken
them to their duty; that is the proper business of

God's ministers, even with princes and the greatest
of men. The Sfiirit of God came upon the pro-
phet, V. 1. both to instruct him what he should say,

and to enable him to say it with clearness and bold-
ness.

I. He told them plainly upon what terms they
stood with God: let them not think that, having
obtained this victory, all was their own for ever;
no, he lets them know they were upon their good
behaviour. Let them do well, and it will be well
with them, otherwise not. 9. The Lord is with
you, while you be with him. This is both a word
of comfort, that those who keep close to God, shall

always have his presence with them; and also a
word of caution, "He is with you, while you be with
him, but no longer; you have now a signal token of
his favourable presence with you, but the continu-
ance of it depends upon your persevei-ance in the
way of your duty." 2. "Ifye seek him, he will be

found of you. Sincerely desire his favour, and
aim at it, and you shall obtain it. Pray, and you shall

prevail. He never said, nor ever will. Seek ye me
in vain." See Heb. 11. 6. But, 3. " If you forsake
him and his ordinances, he is not tied to you, but
will certainly forsake you, and then you are undone;
your present triumphs will be no security to you;
woe to vou, when God departs.

"

II. He set before them the dangerous conse-
quences of forsaking God and his ordinances, and
that there was no way of having grievances re-
dressed, but by repenting, and retuniing unto God.
When Israel forsook their duty, they were overrun
with a deluge of Atheism, impiety, irreligion, and
all irregularity, v. 3. and were continually embar-
rassed with vexations and destroying wars, foreign
and domestic, v. 5, 6. But when their troubles

drove them to God, they found it not in vam to seek
him, V. 4. But the question is, What time does
this refer to?

1. Some think it looks as far back as the days of
the Judges. A long- season ago, Israel was without
the true God; for they worshipped false gods; it

was a time of ignorance, for though they had
priests, they had no teaching priests; though they
had elders, yet no law, to any purpose, v. 3. These
were sad times, when they were frequently op-
pressed by one enemy or other, and grievously ha
rassed by Moabites, Midianites, Ammonites, and
other nations, they were vexed with all adversity,
V. 6. yet when, in their perplexity, they turned to

God "by repentance, prayer, and reformation, he
raised up deliverers for them. Then was that
maxim often verified, that God is with us, while
we are with him. Whatsoever things of this kind
were written afore-time, were written for our ad-
monition.

2. Others think it describes the state of the ten
tribes, (who were now properly called Israel,J in

the days of Asa. JVbw, since Jeroboam set up the
calves, though he pretended to honour the God that
brought them out of Egypt, yet his idolatry has
brought them to downright infidelity, they are
without the true God, and no marvel, when they
were without teaching priests; Jeroboam's priests
were not teachers, and thus they came to be with-
out law: it is next to impossible, that any thing of
religion should be kept up without a preaching
ministry. In those times, there was no peace, v.

5. Their war with Judah gave them frequent
alarms; so did the late insurrection of Baasha, and
other occasions not mentioned. They provoked
God with all iniquity, and then he vexed them with
all adversity; yet when they turned to God, he was
entreated for them. Let Judah take notice of this,

let their neighbours' harms be their warnings. Give
no countenance to graven images, for ycu see what
mischief they produce.

3. Others think the whole passage may be read
in the future tense, and that it looks forward; here-
after, Israel will be without the true God, and a
teaching- firiest, and they will be destroyed by one
judgment after another till they re

seek him. See Hos. 3. 4.

oycd by
to God, and

III. Upon this he grounded his exhortation to

prosecute tiie work of reformation with vigour, v.

7, Be strong, for your work shall be rewarded.
Note, 1. God's work should be done with diligence
and cheerfulness, but will not be done without re
solution. 2. This should quicken us to the work
of religion, that we shall be sure not to lose by it

ultimately. It will not go unrewarded. How should
it, when the work is its own reward?

8. And when Asa heard these words,
and the prophecy of Obed the prophet, he
took courage, and put away the abomina-
ble idols out of all the land of Judah and
Benjamin, and out of the cities which he
had taken from mount Ephraim, and re-

newed the altar of the Lord that was be-

fore the porch of the Lord. 9. And he
gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the

strangers with them out of Ephraim and
Manasseh, and out of Simeon : (for they
fell to him out of Israel in abundance, when
they saw that the Lord his God was with
him :) 1 0. So they gathered themselves
together at Jerusalem in the third month,
in the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa
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1 1 . And they offered unto the Lord the

same time, of tlie spoil which they had
brought, seven liundred oxen, and seven
thousand sheep. 1 2. And they entered into

a covenant to seek the Lord God of their

fathers with all their heart and with all their

soul ; 1 3. That whosoever would not seek
the Lord God of Israel should be put to

death, whether small or great, whether man
or woman. 14. And they sware unto the

Lord with a loud voice, and with shouting,

and with trumpets, and with cornets. 1 5.

And all Judah rejoiced at the oath ; for they

had sworn with all theii* heart, and sought
him with their whole desire; and he was
found of them : and the LjORD gave them
rest round about. 16. And also co/icerw///^

Maachah the mother of Asa the king, he
removed her from heing queen, because she

had made an idol in a grove : and Asa cut

down her idol, and stamped it, and burnt it

at the brook Kidron. 17. But the high

places were not taken away out of Israel

:

nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect

all his days. 18. And he brought mto the

house of God the things that his father had
dedicated, and that he himself had dedicated,

silver, and gold, and vessels. 19. And there

was no more war unto the five and thirtieth

year of the reign of Asa.

We are here told, what good effect the foregoing
sermon had upon Asa.

I. He grew more bold for God than he had been;
his victory would inspire him with some new de-
grees of resolution, but this mess:ige from God with
much more; now he took courage, he saw how ne-
cessary a furthei- reformation was, and what as-

surance he had of God's presence with him in it;

and this made him daring, and helped him over
the difficulties which had before deterred him, and
driven him off from the undertaking. Now he ven-
tured to destroy all the abominable idols, (and all

idolatries are abominable, 1 Pet. 4. 3.) as far as
ever his power went: Away with them all. He
also renewed the altar of the Lord, which, it seems,
was gone out of rep lir, though it was not above
thirty-five years since Solomon's head was laid, who
erected it. So soon did these ceremonial institu-

tions begin to wax old, as things which, in the ful-

ness of time, must vanish aivay, Heb. 8. 13.

n. He extended his influence further than be-
fore, V. 9. He summoned a solemn assembly, and
particularly brought the strangers to it, who were
come over to him from the ten tribes. 1. Their
coming was a great encouragement to him; for the
reason of their coming was because they saw that
the Lord his God was with him. It is good to be
with those that have God with them, to come into

relation to, and contract acquaintance and friend-

ship with, those that live in the fear and favour of

God; IVe will go with you, for we have heard that
fiod is with you, Zech. 8. 23. 2. The cognizance
he took of them, and the invitation he gave th'em to

the general assembly, were a great encouragement
to them. All strangers are to be helped, but those

tliat cast themselves on God's good providence,
]>urely to keep a good conscience, are worthy of

double honour. Asa gave orders for the gathering

of them together, v. 9. yet it is Sdid, v. 10. thev
g-athered themselves together, made it their own act-

so forward were tliey to obey the king's orders. This
meeting was held in the third month, probably, at
the feast of Pentecost, which was in that month.
ni. He and his people offered sacrifices to God,

as his share of the spoil they had got, i^. 11. Their
offering here was nothing to Solomon's ch. 7. 5.

which was owing to the diminution, either of their
zeal, or of their wealth, or of both. These sacri-
fices were intended by way of thanksgiving for thf
favours they had received, and supplication for fur-
ther favours. Prayers and praises are now our
spiritual sacrifices. And as he took care that the
altar should have its gift, so he took care that the
temple should have its gold; he brought into the
house of God all the dedicated things, v. 18. It is

honesty to render to God the things that are his.

What has been long designed for him, and long laid
by for him, as, it should seem, these dedicated
things had been, should, at length, be laid out for
him. Will a man rob God, or make slow payment
to him, who is always ready to do us good?

IV. They entered into covenant with God, re-
penting that they had violated their engagements
to him, and resolving to do better for the future.
It is proper for penitents, for converts, to renew
their covenants. It should seem, the motion came
not from Asa, but from the people themselves: let

every man be a volunteer that covenants \\\i\\ God
Thy people shall be willing, Ps. 110. 3.

Observe,
1. What was the matter of this covenant. No-

thing but what they were before obliged to; and
though no vow or promise of theirs could lay any
higher obligation upon them, than they were already
under from the divine precept, yet it would help to

inci'ease their sense of the obligation, to arm them
against temptations, and would be a testimony to
the equity and goodness of the precept. And by
joining all together in this covenant, they strength-
ened the hands one of another. Two things they
engaged themselves to. (1.) That they would
diligently seek God themselves, seek his precepts,
seek his favour. What is religion but seeking God,
inquiring after him, applying to him, upon all oc-

casions? We shall not enjoy him, till we come to

heaven; while we are here, we must continue seek-
ing. That they would seek him as the God of
their fathers, in the way that their fathers sought
him, and in dependence upon the promise made to

their fathers; and that they would do it with all

their heart, and with all their soul; for those only
seek God acceptably and successfully, that are
inward with him, intent upon him, and entire for

him, in their seeking of him. We make nothing
of our religion, if we do not make heart-work of it;

God will have all the heart, or none; and when a
jewel of such inestimable value as the divine favour
is to be found, it is worth while to seek it with all

our soul. (2. J
That they would, to the utmost of

their power, oblige others to seek him, v. 13.

They agreed, that whosoever would not seek the

Lord God of Israel, that is, would either worship
other gods, or refuse to join with tliem in the wor-
ship of the true God, that was either an obstinate

idolater, or an obstinate atheist, he should be put
to death. This was no new law of their own mak-
ing, but an order to put in execution th:it law ot

God to this purport, Ueut. 17. 2, &c. If this law
had been duly executed, there had not been so

many abominable idols found in Judah and Benja
min, V. 8. Whether men may now, under tht.

gospel, be compelled by such methods ;*s these, to

seek the Lord, is justly questioned; for the weapcns
of our warfare are not carnal, and yet niightv.

2. In what manner they made this covenant
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(1.) With great cheerfulness, and all possible ex-

pressions of j ly, They sware unto the Lord; not

secretly, as if they were either ashamed of what

they di'd, or afraid of binding themselves too fast to

hini, but with a loud voice, to express their own

zeal, and to animat« one another; and they all re-

joiced at the oath, v. 14, 15. They did not swear

to God with reluctancy, (as the poor debtor con-

fesses a judgment to his creditor,) but with all the

pleasure and satisfaction imaginable, as the bride-

groom plights his troth to the bride in the marriage

covenant. Every honest Israehte was pleased with

his own engagements to God, and they were all

pleased with one another's. They rejoiced in it as

a hopeful expedient to prevent their apostasy from

God, and a happy indication of God's presence

with them. Note, The times of renewing our

covenant with God, should be times of rejoicing.

And national reformation cannot but give general

satisfaction to all that are good. It is an honour

and happiness to be in bonds to God. (2.) They
did it with great sincerity, zeal, and resolution:

they sware to God with all their hearts, and sought

him with their whole desire. The Israelites were
now in an extraordinarily good frame; Othat there

had always been but such a heart in them ! This
comes in as the reason why they rejoiced so much
in what they did, it was because they were hearty

in it. Note, Those only experience the pleasure

and comfort of religion, that are sincere and up-

right in it. What is done in hypocrisy, is a mere
drudgery. But if God have the heart, we have

the joy.

Lastly, We are told what was the effect of tnis

their solemn covenanting with God.
1. God did well for them. He was found of them,

and gave them rest round about, v. 15. so that there

was no war, for a long time after, xu 19. no open

general war, though there were constant bickerings

between Judah and Israel upon the frontiers, 1 Kings
15. 16. National piety procures national bless-

ings.

2. They did, on the whole, well for him. They
carried on the reformation so far, that Maachah the

queen-mother was deposed for idolatry, and her

idols destroyed, t'. 16. This was bravely done of

Asa, that he would not connive at idolatry in those

that were nearest to him; like Levi, that said to his

father and mother, L have not seen him, Deut. 33.

9. Asa knows he must honour God more than his

gi'andmother, and dares not leave an idol in an

apartment of his palace, while he is destroying

idols in the cities of his kingdom. We may sup-

pose this Maachah was so far convinced of her sin,

that she was willing to subscribe the association

mentioned, v. 12, 13. binding herself to seek the

Lord, and therefore was not put to death, as those

were, who refused to sign it; great as well as small,

W077ien as well as men; perhaps they specified wo-
men, with an eye to her; but because she had been

an idolater, Asa thought fit to divest her of the

dignity and authority she had, and, probably, he
banished her the court, and confined her to privacy,

lest she should influence and infect others. Bat the

reformation was not complete, the high places were
not all taken away, though many of them were,

ch. 14. 3, 5. Those in the cities were removed,

but not those in the country villages; or those in

the cities of Judah, but not those in the cities of Is-

rael which were reduced to the house of David; or

those that were used in the service of false gods,

but not those that were used in the service of the

Gol of Israel; those he connived at, and yet his

heart was perfect. There may be defects in some
particular duties, where yet the heart, in the main,

is upright with God; sincerity is something less than

sinless perfection.

CHAP. XVI.

This chapter concludes the history of the reign of Asa, but

does not furnisli so pleasing an idea of his latter end as

of his beginning. 1. Here is a foolish treaty with Ben-
hadud king of Svria, v. 1..6. II. The reproof which
God sent him fo'r it by a prophet, v. 7 . . 9. III. Asa's

displeasure against the prophet for his faithfulness, v. 10.

IV. The sickness, death, and burial, of Asa, v. 11 . . 14.

1. TN the six and thirtieth year of the

J_ reign of Asa, Baasha king of Israel

came up against Judah, and buiR Ra-

ma h, to the intent that he might let none

go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 2.

Then Asa brought out silver and gold out

of the treasures of the house of the Lord
and of the king's house, and sent to Ben-

hadad king of Syria, that dwelt at Damas-
cus, saying, 3. There is a league between

me and thee, as there ivas between my fa-

ther and thy father: behold, I have sent

thee silver and gold ;
go, break thy league

with Baasha king of Israel, that he may
depart from me. 4. And Ben-hadad heark-

ened unto king Asa, and sent the captains

of his armies against the cities of Israel

;

and they smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abel

maim, and all the store-chies of Naphtali.

5. And it came to pass, when Baasha

heard it, that he left off building of Ramah,
and let his work cease. 6. Then Asa the

king took all Judah ; and they carried away
the stones of Ramah, and the timber there-

of, wherewith Baasha was a building ; and

he built therewith Geba and Mizpah.

How to reconcile the date of this e^ ent with the

history of the kings, I am quite at a loss; Baasha

died in the 26th year of Asa, 1 Kings 16. 8. How
then could this be done in his 36th year, when
Baasha's family was quite cut off, and Omri was

upon the throne? It is generally said to be meant

of the 36th year of the kingdom of Asa, namely,

that of Judah, beginning from the first of Reho-

boam, and so it coincides with the 16th of Asa's

reign. But then ch. 15. 19. must be so understood;

and how could it be spoken of as a great thing that

there was no more war till the 15th year of Asa,

\vlien that passage immediately before was in his

15th year, ch. 15. 10. and after this miscarriage of

his, here recorded, he had wars, v. 9. Josephus

places it in his 26th year, and then we must suppose

a mistake in the transcriber here, and ch. 15. 19.

which, if we admit, the computation is easy.

This passage we had before, 1 Kings 15. 17, &c.

and Asa was several ways faulty in it. 1. He did

not do well to make a league with Ben-hadad a

heathen king, and to value himself so much upon it

as he seems to do, v. 3. Had he relied more upon

his covenant, and his father's, with God, he would

not have boasted so much of his league, and his fa-

ther's, with the royal family of Syria. If he had

had a due regard to the honour of Israel m general,

he would have found some other expedient to give

Baasha a diversion, than by calling in a foreign

force, and inviting into the country a common ene-

mv. which„in process of time, might be a plague

to'Judah too. 3. It was, doubtless, a sin in Ben-

hadad to break his leagi'.e with Baasha, upon no

provocation, but merely through the influence of a
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bribp; and if so, certainly it was a sin in Asa to
move him to it, especially to hire him to do it. The
public faith of kings and kingdoms must not be
made so cheap a thing. 4. To take silver and gold
out of the house of the Lord for this purpose, was
a great aggravation of the sin, v. 2. Must the tem-
ple be plundered to serve his carnal policies? He
had better have brought gifts and offerings, with
prayers and supplications, to the house of the Lord;
that he might have engaged God on his side, and
made him his friend; then he had not needed to
have been at this expense to make Ben-hadad his
friend. 5. It was well if Asa had not to answer for

all the mischief that the army of Ben-hadad did un-
justly to the cities of Israel, all the blood they shed,
and all the spoil they made, x'. 4. Perhaps Asa in-

tended not they should carry the matter so far. But
they that draw others to sin, know not what they
do, nor where it will end: the beginning of sin, is as
the letting forth of water.
However, the project succeeded. Ben-hadad gave

Baasha a powerful diversion, obliged him to leave
off building Ramah, and betake himself to the de-
fence of his own country northward; which ga\e
Asa an opportunity, not only to demolish his fortifi-

cations, but to seize the materials, and convert
them to his own use.

7. And at that time Hanani the seer
came to Asa king of Judah, and said unto
him, Because thou hast relied on the king
of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy
God, therefore is the host of the king of
Syria escaped out of thy hand. 8. Were
not the Elliiopians and the Lubims a huge
nost, with very many chariots and horse-

men? yet, because thou didst rely on the

Lord, he delivered them into thy hand. 9.

For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro

throughout the whole earth, to show him-
self strong in the behalf of them whose heart
is peifect towards him. Herein thou hast
done foolishly; therefore from henceforth
thou shalt iiave wars. 10. Then Asa was
wroth with the seer, and put him in a pri-

son-house ; for he urns in a rage with him
because of this thing. And Asa oppressed
some of the people the same time. 11. And,
behold, the acts of Asa, first and last, lo,

they are written in the book of the kings of
Judah and Israel. 12. And Asa, in the

thirty and ninth year of his reign, was dis-

eased in his feet, until his disease was ex-
ceeding great : yet in his disease he sought
not to the Lord, but to the physicians. 13.

And Asa slept with his fathers, and died in

the one and fortieth year of his reign. 14.

And they buried him in his own sepulchres,

which he had made for himself in the city

of David, and laid him in the bed which
was filled with sweet odours and divers

kinds of spices prepared by the apotheca-
ries' art ; and they made a very great burn-

ing for him.

Here is,

L A plain and faithful reproof given to Asa by a
prophet of the Lord, for making this league with

Ben-hadad. The reprover was Hanani, the seer, the
father of Jehu another prophet, whom we read of,

1 Kings 16. 1. 2 Chron. 19. 2. We observed seve-
ral things amiss in Asa's treaty with Ben-hadad,
But that which the prophet here charges upon him
as the greatest fault lie was guilty of in that mat-
ter, is, his relying on the king of Syria, and not on
the Lord his God, v. 7. He thought that though
God was on his side, this would not stand him in
stead, unless he had Ben-hadad on his side; that
God either could not, or would not, help him, but
he must take this indirect course to help himself.
Note, God is much displeased, when he is distrust-
ed, and when an arm of flesh is relied on more than
his power and goodness. By putting our confidence
in God we give honour to him, and therefore he
thinks himself affronted, if we give that honour to
another. He plainly tells the king that herein ht
had done foolishly, x;. 9, It is a foolish thing to lear.
on a broken reed, when we have the Rock of ages
to rely upon. To convince him of his folly, he
shows him,

1. That he acted against his experience, v. 8.

He, of all men, had no reason to distrust G(;d, who
had found him such a present powerful Helper, by
whom he had been made to triumph over a threat-
ening enemy, as his father before him, because he
rrliedufion the Lord his God, ch. 13. 18.—14. 11.
" What.'" said the prophet, " Were not the Ethio-
fiians and the Lubims a huge host, enough to swal-
low up a kingdom? And yet, because thou didst
relij on the Lord, he delivered them into thine hand;
and was not he sufficient to help thee against
Baasha?" Note, The many experiences we have had
of the goodness of God to us, aggravate our distrust
of him. Has he not helped us in six troubles? And
have we any reason to suspect him in the seventh?
But see how deceitful our hearts are? We trust in

God, when we have nothing else to trust to, when
need drives us to him; but when we have other
things to stay on, we are apt to stay too much on
them, and to lean to our own understanding as long
as that has any thing to offer; but a believing confi-

dence will be in God only, when a smiling world
courts it most.

2. That he acted against his knowledge of God
and his providence, v. 9. Asa could not be igno-

.

rant that the eyes of the Lord run to andfro through
the earth, strongly to hold with them (so it may be
read) whose heart is fierfect toward him; that is,

(1.) That God governs the world in infinite wis-
dom, and the creatures, and all their actions, are
continually under his eye. The eye of Providence
is quick-sighted, it runs; it is intent, it runs to and
fro; it reaches far, through the whole earth, no
corner of which is from under it, not the most dark
or distant: and his eye directs his hand, and the
arm of his power; for he shows himself strong.

Does Satan walk to and fro in the earth? Provi-
dence runs to and fro, is never out of the way, never
to seek, never at a loss. (2.) That God governs the
world for the good of his people; does all in pursu-
ance of the counsels of his love concerning their sal-

vation, a\\ for Jacob his servant's sake, and Israel

his elect, Isa. 45. 4. Christ is head over all things to

his church, Eph. 1. 22. (3.) That they whose
hearts are upright with him, may be sure of his

protection, and have all the reason in the world to

depend upon it. He is able to protect them in the
way of their duty; for wisdom and might are his,

and he actually intends their protection: a practical

disbelief of this, is at the bottom of all our depar-
tures from God, and double-dealing with him. Asa
could not trust God, and therefore made court to

Ben-hadad.
3. That he acted against his interest, (1.) He

had lost an opportunity of checking the growing
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greatness of the king of Syria, v. 7. His host is es-

tafied out of thy hand, which otherwise would have
joined with Baasha's, and fallen with it. (2. ) He
had incurred God's displeasure, and henceforth
must expect no peace, but the constant alarms of

war, V. 9. They that cannot find in their hearts to

trust God, foi-feit his protection, and throw them-
selves out of it.

II. Asa's displeasure at this reproof Though it

came from God by one that was known to be his

messenger, though the reproof was just, and the
reasoning fair, and all intended for his good, yet he
was wroth with the seer, for telling him of his folly

;

nay, he tvas in a rage with him, v. 10. Is this Asa?
Is this he whose heart was perfect with the Lord
his God all his days? Well, let him that thinketh
he stands, take heed lest he fall. A wise man ! and
yet in a rage ' An Israelite ! and yet in a rage with
a prophet! A good man! and yet impatient of re-

Eroof, and that cannot bear to be told of his faults

!

lOrd, what is man, when God leaves him to him-
self '' They that idolize their own conduct, cannot
bear contradiction; and they that indulge a peevish
passionate temper, may be transported by it into

impieties as well as into indecencies, and will, some
time or other, fly into the face of God himself.
See what gall and wormwood this root of bitterness
bore. 1. In his rage, he committed the prophet to

the jail; fiut him in a firison-house, as a malefactor;
in the stocks, so some read it. God's prophets meet
with many that cannot bear reproof, but take it

much amiss, yet they must do their duty. 2. Hav-
ing proceeded thus far, he ofifiressed some of the
people, probably, such as owned the prophet in his
sufferings, or were known to be his particular
friends. He that abused his power for the persecu-
ting of God's prophet, was left to himself, further
to abuse it for the crushing of his own subjects,

whereby he weakened himself and lost his interest.

Most persecutors have been tyrants.

III. His sickness. Two years before he died, he
was diseased in his feet, v. 12. afflicted with the
gout in a high degree. He had p\it the profihet in

the stocks, and now God put him in the stocks; so

his punishment answered his sin. His disease was
exceeding great; it came to the height, so some; it

flew up to his head, so others; and then it was mor-
tal. 1 his was his :ifflic.tion; but his sin was, that in

his disease, instead of seeking to the Lord for relief,

he sought to the physicians. His making use of
physicians, was his duty; but trusting to them, and
expecting that from them, which was to be had
from God only, were his sin and folly. The help
of creatures must always be used with an eye to

the Creator, and in dependence upon him, who
makes every creature that to us which it is, and
without whom the most skilful and faithful are
physicians of no value. Some think that these
physicians were strangers to the commonwealth of
Israel, and were a sort of conjurers, to whom he
applied himself, as if there were not a God in

Israel.

IV. His death and burial. His funeral had some-
thing of extraordinary solemnity in it, v. 14. they
made a very magnificent burying for him. I am loath
to think (as some do) that he himself ordered this

funeral pomp, and that it was an instance of his
vanity, that he would be buried like the Gentiles,
and not after the way of the Jews. It is said indeed.
He digged the sepulchre for himself, as one mindful
of his grave; but I am willing to believe it was ra-
ther an expression of the great respect his people
retained for him, notwithstanding the failings and
infirmities of his latter days. It was agreed to do
him honour at his death. Note, The eminent piety
and usefulness of good men ought to be remembered
to their praise, though they had their blemishes.
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Let their faults be buried in their graves, while
their services are remembered over their graves.
He that said. There is not a just man that doeth
good and sinneth not, yet said also. The memory of
the just is blessed; and let it be so.

CHAP. XVII.
Here begin the life and reign of Jehoshaphat, %vho was one
of the first three among the royal worthies, one of the
best that ever swayed the sceptre of Judah, since David's
head was laid. He was a good son of a good father, so
that, at this time, grace ran in the blood, even the blood-
royal. Happy the son that had such a father, to lay a
good foundation in him and for him ! Happy the father
that had such a son, to build so well upon the foundation
he had laid ! Happy the kingdom that was blessed with
two such kings, two such reigns, together ! In this
chapter we have, I. His accession to, and establishment
in the throne, v. 1, 2, 5. II. His personal piety, v. 3, 4,
6. HI. The course he took to promote religion in his
kingdom, v. 7-. 9. IV. The mighty sway he bore among
the neighbours, V. 10, 11. V. The great strength of his
kingdom, both in garrisons and standing forces, v. 12. .

19. Thus was his prosperity the reward of his piety,
and his piety the brightest grace and ornament of his
prosperity.

1. 4 ND Jehoshapliat his son reigned in

l\. Iiis stead, and strengthened himself

ag^^inst Israel 2. And he placed forces in

all the fenced cities of Judah, and set gar-

risons in the land of Judah, and in the cities

of Ephraim, which Asa his father had taken.

3. And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat,
because he walked in the first waj's of his

father David, and sought not unto Baalim;
4. But sought to the LORD God of hia

father, and walked in his commandments,
and not after the doings of Israel : 5.

Therefore the Lord stablished the kingdom
in his hand ; and all Judah brought to Je-

hoshaphat presents; and he had riches and
honour in abundance. 6. And his heart

was lifted up in the ways of the Lord:
moreover, he took away the high places and
groves out of Judah. 7. Also, in the third

year of his reign, he sent to his princes, even

to Ben-hail, and to Obadiah, and to Zecha-
riah, and to Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, to

teach in the cities of Judah. 8. And with
them he sent Levites, even Shemaiah, and
Nethaniah, and Zebadiah, and Asahel, and
Shemiramoth, and Jehonathan, and Adoni-
jah, and Tobijah, and Tob-adonijah, Le-
vites; and with them Elishama and Jeho-
ram, priests. 9. And they taught in Judah,
and had the book of the law of the Lord
with them, and went about throughout all

the cities of Judah, and taught the people.

Here we find concerning Jehoshaphat,
I. What a wise man he was. As soon as he

came to the crown he strengthened himself against
Israel, v. 1. Ahab had now been three years upon
the throne of Israel, an active warlike prince; the
vigour of his beginning falling in with the decay of
Asa's conclusion, it is probable that the kingdom
of Israel had, of late, got ground of the kingdom
of Judah, and began to grow formidable to it; so
that the first thing Jehoshaphat had to do, was, to

make his part good on that side, and to check the
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growing greatness of the king of Israel, which he
did so effectually, and without bloodshed, that
Ahab soon courted his alliance, so far was he from
giving him any disturbance, and proved more dan-
gerous as a friend, than he could have been as an
enemy. Jehoshaphat strengtliened himself not to

act offensively against Israel, or invade them, but
only to miiintain his own; which he didby fortify-

ing the cities that were on his frontiers, and putting
garrisons, stronger than had been, in the cities of

Ephraim, which he was master of, v. 2. He did
not strengthen himself, as his father did, by a
league with the king of Syria, but Iw tair and regu-
lar methods, on which he might expect the bless-

ing of Gnd, and in which he trusted God.
II. VViiat a good man he was. It is an excellent

character that is here given of him, and very ob-
servable,

1. Th it he walked in the ways of his father Da-
vid. In the ch iracters of the kings, David's ways
are often made the standard, as 1 Kings 15. 3, 11.

2 Kings 14. 3.— 16. 2.— 18. 3. But the distinction

is no where else so strongly marked, as here, be-
tween his first ways and his last ways; for the last

were not so good as the first: his ways, before he
fell so foully in the matter of Uriah, (which is

mentioned long after as the bar in his escutcheon, 1

Kings 15. 5.) were good ways, and though he liap-

pily reco\ ered from that fill, yet perhaps he never,
while he lived, fully retrieved the spiritual strength
and comfort he lost by it. Jehoshaphat followed
David, as far as he followed Ciod, and no further.
St. Paul himself thus limits our imitation of him, 1

Cor. 11. 1, Follow me, as I folhw Christ, and not
otherwise. Many good people have had their first

ways, which were their best way^; their first love,

which was their strongest love. In every copy we
propose to write after, as we must single out that
only which is good, so that chiefly which is best.

The words here will admit another reading; they
nm thus; He walked in the ways of David his

father, ( Hareshonim, ) those first ways; or those
ancient ways; he proposed to himself, for his ex-
ample, the primitive times of the royal family,
those purest times, before the corruptions of the
late reign came in. See Jer. 6. 16. The LXX
leave out Da\'id, and so refer it to Asa; he walked
in the first ways of his father, and did not imitate
him in what was amiss in him, toward the latter
end of his time. It is good to be cautious in follow-
ing the best men, lest we step aside after them.

2. That he sought not to Baalim, but sought to

the Lord God his father, v. 3, 4. The neighbour-
ing nations had their Baalim, one had one Baal, and
another had another; but he abhorred them all, had
nothing to do with them: he worshifified the Lord
God of his father, and him only; prayed to him
only, and inquired of him only; both are included in

seeking him.
3. That he walked in God's commandments, not

only worshipped the true God, but worshipped him
according to his own institution, and not after the
doings of Lsrael, v. 4. Though the king of Israel
was his neighbour and ally, yet he did not learn his
way. Whatever dealings he had with him in civil

matters, he would not have communion with him,
nor comply with him in his religion: there he kept
close to the rule.

4. That his heart was lifted ufi in the ways of the
I^ord, V. 6. or he lifted ufi his heart. He brought
his heart to his work, and lifted up his heart in it;

that is, he had a sincere regard to God in it. Unto
thee, Lord, do I lift tifi my soul. His heart was
enlarged in that which is good, Ps. 119. 32. lie
never thought he could d enough for God. He
was lively and affectionate in his religion, fervent
in sfiirit, serving the L.->rd, cheerful and pleasant

in it; he went on in his work with alacrity; as Ja-
cob, who, after his vision of God at Beth-el, lifccii

ufi his feet. Gen. 29. 1. maigin. He was bold ami
resolute in the ways of God, and went on with
courage; his heart was lifted up above the con-
sideration of the difficulties that were in the way
of his duty, he easily got over them all, and was
not frightened with winds and clouds, from sowing
and reafiing, Eccl. 11. 4. Let us walk in the same
spirit.

III. What a useful man he was; not only a good
man, but a good kiiijr; he not only was good him-
self, but did good in his generation, he did a great
deal of good.

1. He took away the teachers of lies, so images
are called, Heb. 2. 18. the high filaces and the
groves, V. 6. It is meant of those in which idols
were worshipped; for those that were dedicated to
the true God <'nly, were not taken away, ch. 20.
33. It was only idolatry that he abolished; nothing
debauched the nation more than those idolatrous
groves or images, which he took away.

2. He sent forth teachers of truth. When he
inquired into the state of religion in his kingdom,
he found his peojjle generally very ignorant, they
kneiv 7io( that they did evil; e\ en in the last good
reign, there had been little care taken to instruct
them in their duty; and therefore Jehoshaphat re-
solves t(i begin his work at the right end, deals with
them ;>s reasonable creatures, will not lead them
blind-fold, no, not into a reformation, but endea-
vours to have them well taught, knowing that that
was the way to have them well cured; in this good
work, he employed, (1.) His princes; those about
him he sent forth, to teach in the cities ofJudah, v.

7. He ordered them, in the administration of jus-
tice, not only to correct the people when they did
ill, but to teach them how to do better, and to' give
a reason for what they did, that the people might
be informed of the difference between good and'
evil. The princes or judges upon the bench have
a great opportunity of teaching people their duty
to God and man, and it is not out of their province,
for the laws of God are to be looked upon as laws
of the land. (2.) The Levites and firiests went
with the princes, and taught in Judah, having the
book of the law with them, v. 8, 9. They were
teachers by office, Deut. 33. 10. it was part of the
work for which they hvd their maintenance; the
priests and the Levites had little else to do. But,
it seems, they had neglected it, pretending, per
haps, that they could not get the people to hear
them. "Well," says Jehoshaphat, *• you shall go
along with the princes, and they with their author-
ity shall oblige the people to come .and hear you;
and- then if they be not well instructed, it is your
fault." What an abundance of good may be done,
when Moses and Aaron thus go hand in hand in the
doing of it, when princes with their power, and
priests and Levites with their scripture-learning,
agree to teach the people the good knowledge of
(iod and their duty! These itinerant judges, and
itinerant preachers together, were instrumental to

diffuse a blessed light throughout the cities of Ju-
dah. But it is said. They had the book of the law
of the Lord with them. [1.] For their own direc-

tion, that from thence they might fetch all the in-

structions they gave to the people, and not teacf

for doctrines the commaijdments of men. [2.]
For the conviction of the people, th;it they might
see that they had a di\'ine warrant for what they
said, and delivered to them that only which they
received from the Lord. Note, Ministers, when
they go to teach the people, should have their
Bibles with them.

IV. How happj' he was in the favour of his God
who signally owned and blessed him. The Lord
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Vfas ivitli him, v. 3. The word of the Lord was
his helfier, so the Chaldee paraphrase. The Lord
established the kingdom in his hand, v. 5. Those
stand firm, that have the presence of God with
them. If the beauty of the Lord our God be ufion
us, that will establish the work of our hands, and
establish us in our integrity.

V. How happy he was, in the affections of his

/leo/ile, V. 5. .Ill Judah brought him presents, in

acknowledgment of his kindness in sending preach-
ers among them. Tlie more there is of true re-

ligion among a people, the more there will be of

conscientious loyally. A go\ ernor that answers
the end of government, will be supported. The
effect of the favour both of God, and his kingdom,
was, that he had riches and honour in abundance.
It is undoubtedly true, though few will believe it,

that religion and piety are the best friends to out-

ward prosperity. And observe, it fallows imme-
diately. His heart was lifted ufi in the ways of the

Lord. Riches and honour in abundance prove to

many a clog and a hinderance in the ways of the
Lord, an occasion of pride, security, and sensuali-

ty; but it had a quite contrary eflfect upon Jehosha-
phat; his abundance was oil to the wheels of his

obedience, and the more he had of the wealth of
this world, the more was his heart lifted ufi in the
ways of the Lord:

10. And the fear of the Lord fell upon
all the kingdoms of the lands that ivere

round about Judah, so that they made no
war against .Tehoshaphat. 11. Also some
of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat pre-

sents, and tribute-silver: and the Arabians
brought him flocks, seven thousand and
seven hundred rams, and seven thousand
and seven imndred he-goats. 12. And Je-

hoshaphat waxed great exceedingly; and
he built in Judah castles, and cities of store.

13. And he had much business in the cities

of Judah : and the men of war, mighty men
of valour, were in Jerusalem. 14. And
these are the numbers of them, according
to the house of their fathers: Of Judah, the

captains of thousands; Adnah the chief,

and with him mighty men of valour three

hundred thousand. 15. And next to him
was Jehohanan the captain, and with him
two hundred and fourscore thousand. 16.

And next him was Amasiah the son of
Zichri, who willingly offered himself unto
the Lord ; and with him two hundred
thousami mighty men of valour. 1 7. And
of Benjamin ; Eliada a mighty man of
valour, and with him armed men with bow
and shield, two hundred thousand. 1 8, And
next him was Jehozabad, and with him a
hundred and fourscore thousand ready pre-

pared for the war. 19. These waited on
the king, besides those whom the king put in

the fenced cities throughout all Judah.

We have here a further account of Jehoshaphat's
great prosperity, and the flourishing state of his
kingdom.

1. He had good inteiest in the neighbouring

princes and nations. Though he was not perhaps
so great a soldier as David, and therefore, on this

acccunt, their terror; nor so great a scholar as Solo-
mon, and therefore, on this account, their oracle, yet
thefear of the Lord fell so upon them, that is, God
so influenced and governed their spirits, that they
had all a reverence for him, v. 10. And, (1.)
JVone of them made war against him. God's good
providence so ordered it, that while the princes
and priests were instructing and reforming the
country, none of his neighbours gave him any mo-
lestation, to take him off from that good work.
Thus when Jacob and his sons were going to wor-
ship at Beth-el, the terror of God was upon the
neighbouring cities, that they did not pursue after
them. Gen. 35. 5. and see Exod. 34. 24. (2.)
Many of them broughi presents to him, v. 11. to
secure his friendship. Perhaps it was a tribute im-
posed upon them by Asa, who made himself mas-
ter of the cities of the Philistines, and the tents of
the Arabians, ch. 14. 14, 15. With the 7700 rams,
and the same number of he-goats, which the
Arabians brought, there was, probably, a propor-
tionable number of ewes and lambs, she-goats and
kids.

2. He had very considerable stores laid up in the
cities of Judah; he pulled down his barns, and
built larger, v. 12, casllrs and cities of store, for
arms and victuals He was a man of business, and
aimed at the public good in all his undertakings,
either to preserve the peace or prepare for war.

3. He had the militia in good order; it was never
in better, since David modelled it. Five lord lieu-
tenants (if I may so call them) are here named,
with the numbers of those under their command,
the serviceable men, that were fit for war in their
respective districts; three in Judah, and two in Ben-
jamin. It is said of one of these great commanders,
Amasiah, that he willingly offered himself unto the
Lord, V. 16. not only to the kin?, to serve him in

this post, but to the Lord, to ghrify him in it. He
was the most eminent among them for religion; he
accepted the place, not for the honour, or power, or
profit, of it; but for conscience-sake toward God
that he might serve his country. It was usual for
great generals then to offer their spoils to the Lord,
1 Chron. 26. 26. but this good man oflTered himself
first to the Lord, and then his dedicated things.

The number of the soldiers under these 5 ge-
nerals, amounts to 1,160,000 men. A vast number
for so small a compass of ground as Judah's and
Benjamin's lot was, to furnish out and maintain.
Abijah could bring into the field but 400,000, ch.

13. 3. Asa not 600,000, ch. 14. 8. yet Jehoshaphat
has at command almost 1,200,000." But it must be
considered, (1.) That God had promised to make
the seed of Abraham like the sand of the sea for
number. (2.) There had now been a long peace.
(3.) We may suppose that the city of Jerusalem
was very much enlarged. (4.) Many were come
over to them from the kingdom of Israel, ch. 15. 9.

which would increase the numbers of the people.

(5.) Jehoshaphat was under a special blessing of
God, which made his affairs to prosper greatly.
The armies, we may suppose, were dispersed all

the country over, and each man resided, for the
most part, on his own estate; but they appeared
often, to be mustered and trained, and were ready
at call whenever there was occasion; the com-
manders waited on the king, v. 19. as officers of his
court, privy-counsellors, and ministers of state.

But, lastly, observe; It was not this formidable
army that struck a terror upon the neighbouring
nations, that restrained them from attempting any
thing against Israel, or obliged them to pay tribute,
but the fear of God which fell upon them when Je-

hoshaphat reformed his countn-, and set up a
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preaching ministry in it, v, 10. The otdinances of

God are more the strength and safety of a kingdom,

than its miUtary force; its men of God, more than

its men of war.

CHAP. XVUI.
Tlie story of this chapter we had just as it is here related

in the story of the reign of Ahab king of Israel, 1 Kings
22. While it redounds to the credit of Ahab more than

any thing else recorded of him, that he was in league

with so good a man as Jehoshaphat, it is a great blemish

in the reign of Jehoshaphat, that he thus connected

himself with so bad a man as Ahab. Here is, I. The
alliance he contracted with Ahab^ v. 1. II. His con-

sent to join with him in his expedition for the recovery

of Ramoth-gilead out of the hands of the Syrians, v. 2, 3.

III. Their consulting with the prophets, false and true,

before they went, v. 4. . 27. IV. The success of their

expedition- Jehoshaphat hardly escaped, v. 28 . . 32.

and Ahab received his death's wound, v. 33, 34.

l.^T^TOW Jehoshaphat had riches and
1^ honour in abundance, and joined

affinity with Ahab. 2. And after certain

years he went down to Ahab to Samaria

:

and Ahab killed sheep and oxen for iiim in

abundance, and for the people that he had
with him, and persuaded him to go up with

him to Ramoth-gilead. 3. And Ahab king

of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat king of Ju-

dah. Wilt thou go with me to Ramoth-
gilead? And he answered him, I am as thou

art, and my people as thy people ; and ive

will be with thee in the war.

Here is, 1. Jehoshaphat growing greater. It was
said before, ch. 17. 5. he liad riches and honour in

abundance; and here it is said again: his wealth and
honour increased upon him by piety and good ma-
nagement.

But, 2. Not growing wiser, else he would not

have joined with Ahab, that degenerate Israelite,

who had sold himself to work wickedness. What
good could he get by a man that was so bad? What
good could he do to a man that was so obstinate an
idolater, a persecutor' With him he joined in affini-

ty, that is, married his son Jehoram to Ahab's
daughter Athaliah, the worst match that ever was
by any of the house of David; I wonder what Je-

hoshaphat could promise himself by it: (1.) Per-
haps pride made the match, as it does manv a one
which speeds accordingly. His religion forbade

him to marry his son to a daughter of any of the
heathen princes that were about him, Thou shall

not take their daughters to thy sons; and, liaving

riches and honour in abundance, he thouglit it a
disparagement to marry him to a subject. A king's

daughter it must be, and therefore Ahab's, little

considering that Jezebel was her mother. (2.)
Some think he did it in policy, hoping by this expe-
dient to unite the kingdoms in his son, Ahab per-
haps flattering him with hopes that he would make
him his heir, when he intended no such thing.

This match drew Jehoshaphat, [1.] Into an inti-

mate familiarity with Ahab; he made him a visit at

Samaria. And Ahab, proud of the honour which
Jehoshaphat did him, gave him a very splendid en-
ttitainment, according to the splendor of those

times; he killed sheefi and oxen for him, plain meat,
in abundance, v. 2. In this, Jehoshaphat did not

walk so closely as he should have done, in the ways
of his father David, for he hated the congregation

ofevil-doers, and would not ait with the wicked, Ps.

26. 5. nor desired to eat of their dainties, Ps. 141. 4.

[2.] Into a league with Ahab against the Syrians.

Ahab persuaded him to join forces with him in an
expedition for the recovery of Ramoth-gilead, a city

in the tribe of Gad, on the other side Jordan. Did
not Ahab know that that, and all the other cities of
Israel, did, of right, belong to Jehoshaphat, as
heir of tlie house of David.'' With what face could
he ask Jehoshaphat to assist him in recovering it for

himself, whose title to the crown was usurped and
precarious.'* Yet Jehoshaphat, an easy man, yields

to go with him; / am as thou art, v. 3. Some
men's kindnesses are dangerous, as well as their
society infectious. The feast Ahab made for Je-
hoshaphat, was designed only to wheedle him into

this expedition. The kisses oj an enemy are deceit-

ful.

4. And Jehoshaphat said unto the king

of Israel, Inquire, I pray thee, at the word
of the Lord to-day. 5. Therefore the king
of Israel gathered together of prophets four

hundred men, and said unto them. Shall we
go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I for-

bear ? And they said. Go up ; for God will

deliver it into the king's hand. 6. But Je-

hoshaphat said. Is there not here a prophet
of the Lord besides, that we might inquire

of him ? 7. And the king of Israel said unto
Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man by
whom we may inquire of the Lord: but I

hate him; for he never prophesied good
unto me, but always evil : the same is Mi-
caiah the son of Imla. And .Tehoshaphat

said. Let not the king say so. 8. And the
king of Israel called for one of his officers,

and said. Fetch quickly Micaiah the son of

Imla. 9. And the king of Israel, and Je-

hoshaphat king of Judah, sat either of them
on his throne, clothed in their robes, and
they sat in a void place at the entering in

of the gate of Samaria ; and all the prophets

prophesied before them. 10. And Zedekiah
the son of Chenaanah had made him horns

of iron, and said. Thus saith the Lord,
With these thou shalt push Syria until they

be consumed. 11. And all the prophets

prophesied so, saying. Go up to Ramoth-
gilead, and prosper; for the Lord shall de-

liver it into the hand of the king. 1 2. And
the messenger that went to call Micaiah
spake to him, saying. Behold, the words of

tlie prophets declare good to the king with

one assent : let thy word therefore, I pray
thee, be like one of theirs, and speak thou

good. 13. And Micaiah said. As the liORD
liveth, even what my God saith, that will I

speak. 14. And when he was come to the

king, the king said unto him, Micaiah, shall

we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I

forbear ? And he said. Go ye up, and pros-

per, and they shall be delivered into your
hand. 15. And the king said to him, How
many times shall I adjure thee, that thou
say nothing but the truth to me in the name
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of the Lord ? 16. Then he said, I did see

all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as

sheep that have no shepherd: and the

Lord said, These have no master; let

them return, therefore^ every man to his

house in peace. 1 7. And the king of Is-

rael said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee

that he would not prophesy good unto me,

but evil ? 1 8. Again he said. Therefore,

hear the word of the Lord ; I saw the

Lord sitting upon his throne, and all tlie

hosfrof heaven standing on his right hand,

and on his left. 19. And the Lord said,

Who shall entice Ahab king of Israel, that

he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead 1

And one spake, saying after this manner,

and another saying after that manner. 20.

Then there came out a spirit, and stood be-

fore the Lord, and said, I will entice him.

And the Lord said unto him. Wherewith?
21. And he said, I will go out, and be a ly-

ing spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.

And the LORD said. Thou shalt entice

him, and thou shalt also prevail : go out,

and do even so. 22. Now therefore, behold,

the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the

mouth of these thy prophets, and the Lord
hath spoken evil against thee. 23. Then
Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near,

and smote Micaiah upon the cheek, and

said. Which way went the Spirit of the

Lord from me to speak unto thee ? 24.

And Micaiah said. Behold, thou shalt see

on that day when thou shalt go into an

inner chamber to hide thyself 25. Then
the king of Israel said, Take ye Micaiah,

and carry him back to Amon the governor

of the city, and to Joash the king's son ; 26.

And say, Thus saith the king. Put this/e/-

bw in the prison, and feed him with bread

of affliction and with water of affliction,

until I return in peace. 27. And Micaiah

said. If thou certainly return in peace, then

hath not the Lord spoken by me. And he

said. Hearken, all ye people.

This is almost word for word the same with what
we had, 1 Kings 22. We will not repeat what was
there said, nor have we much to add, but may take

occasion to think,

1. Of the great duty of acknowledging God in all

our ways, and inquiring at his word, whatever we
undertake. Jehoshaphat was not willing to proceed

till he had done this, v. 4. By particular believing

prayer, by an unbiassed consulting of the scripture

and our own consciences, and by an observant re-

gard to the hints of providence, we may make such

inquiries, and very much to our satisfaction.

2. Of the great danger of bad company even to

good men; those that have most wisdom, grace, and
resolution, cannot be sure that they can convei-se

familiarly with wicked people, and get no hurt by

them. Jehoshaphat here, in complaisance to Ahab,
sits in his robes, patiently hearing the false pro-

phets speaking lies in the name of the Lord, v. 9.

can scarcely find in his heart to give him a too mild
and gentle reproof for hating a prophet of the Lord,
f. 7. and dares not rebuke that false prophet who
basely abused that faithful seer, nor oppose Ahab
who committed him to j)rison. They who ventuie
among the seats of the scornful, cannot come off

without a great deal of the guilt attaching to, at

least, the omission of their duty, unless they have
such measures of wisdom and courage as few can
pretend to.

3. Of the unhappiness of those Avho are surround-

ed with flatterers, especially flattering prophets,

who cry peace to them, and prophesy nothing but

smooth things. Thus was Ahab cheated into his

ruin, and justly; for he hearkened to such and pre-

ferred them that humoured him, before a good pro-

phet that gave him fair warning of his danger.

Those do best for themselves, that give their

friends leave, and particularly their ministers, to

deal plainly and faithfully with them, and take it

not only patiently, but kindly. That counsel is not

always best for us, that is most pleasing to us.

4. Of the power of Satan, by the divine permis-

sion, in the children of disobedience. One lying

spirit can make 400 lynig prophets, and make use

of them to deceive Ahab, v. 21. The Devil be-

comes a murderer by being a liar, and destroys

men by deceiving them.
5. Of the justice of God in giving those up to

strong delusions to believe a lie, who will not re-

ceive the love of the truth, but rebel against it, v,

21. Let the lying s/iirit prevail to ttntice those to

their ruin, that will not be persuaded to their duty

and happiness.

6. Of the hard case of faithful ministers, whose
lot it has often been to be hated, and persecuted,

and ill-treated, for being true to their God, and just

and kind to the souls of men. Micaiah, for dis-

charging a good conscience, was buffeted, imprison-

ed, and condemned to the bread and water of af-

fliction. But he could with assurance appeal to the

issue, as all those may do, who are persecuted for

their faithfulness, v. 27. The day will declare who
is in the right, and who in the wrong, wlien Christ

will appear, to the unspeakable consolation of his

persecuted people, and the everlasting confusion of

their persecutors, who will be made lo see in that

day, V. 24. what they will not now believe.

28. So the king of Israel, and Jehosha-

phat the king of Judah, went up to Ramoth-

gilead. 29. And the king of Israel said unto

Jehoshaphat, I will disguise myself, and

will go to the battle ; but put tliou on thy

robes. So the king of Israel disguised him-

self, and they went to the battle. 30. Now
the king of Syria had commanded the cap-

tains of the chariots that tvere with him,

saying. Fight ye not with small or great,

save only with the king of Israel. 31. And,

it came to pass, when the captains of the

chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that thoy said, It

is the king of Israel : therefore they com-

passed about him to fight : but Jehoshaphat

cried out, and the Lord helped him; and

God moved them to depart from him. 32.

For it came to pass, that, when the captains

of the chariots perceived that it was not the

king of Israel, they turned back again from

pursuing him. 33." And a certain man drew
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a how at a venture, and smote the king of

Israel hetween the joints of the harness:

therefore' he said to his chariot-man. Turn
thy hand, that thou mayest carry me out

of the host ; for 1 am wounded. 34. And
the battle increased that day : howbeit the

king of Israel stayed himself up in his cha-

riot against the Syrians until the even ; and
about the time of the sun going down he

died.

We have here, 1. Good Jehoshaphat exposing
himself in his robes, thereby endangered, and yet
delivered. We have reason to think that Ahab,
while he pretended friendship, really aimed at Je-

hoshaphat's life, to take him off, that he might have
the management of his successor, who was his son-

in-law, else he would never have advised him to

enter into the battle with his robes on, which was
but to make himself an easy mark to the enemy;
and if really he intended that, it was as unprincipled
a piece of treachery as ever man was guilty of, and
justly was he himself taken in the pit he digged for

his friend. The enemy had soon an eye upon the
robes, and vigorously attacked the unwary prince,
who, now, when it was too late, wished himself in

the habit of the poorest soldier, rather than in his
princely raiment. He cried out, either to his
friends, to relieve him; (but Ahab took no care of
that;) or to his enemies, to rectify their mistake,
and let them know that he was not the king of Is-

rael; or to God, for succour and deliverance; to
whom else should he cry? And he found it was not
in vain, the Lord helped him out of his d'stress, by
moving the cafitains to defiart from him, v. 31.
God has all men's hearts in his hand, and turns
them as he pleases, contrary to their own first in-

tentions, to serve his purposes. Many are moved
unaccountably both to themselves and others, but
an invisible power moves them. 2. Wicked Ahab
disguising himself, arming himself, thereby, he
thought, securing himself, and yet slain, v. 33. No
art, no arms, can save those whom God has ap-
pointed to ruin. What can hurt those whom God
will protect? And what can shelter those whom
God will destroy? Jehoshaphat is safe in his robes,
Ahab killed in his armour; for the race is not to the
swift, nor the battle to the strong.

CHAP. XIX.
We have here a further account of the good reign of Jeho-
shaphat, I. His return in peace to Jerusalem, v. 1. U.
The reproof jjiven him for his league with Ahab, and his
acting in conjunction, with him, v. 2, 3. III. The great
care he took, thereupon to reform hi^ kingdom, v. 4.
IV. The instructions he gave to his judges, both those
in the country-towns that kept the inferior courts, v.

5.. 7. and those in Jerusalem, that sat in the supreme
judicature of the kingdom, V. 8.. II.

1 . 4 ND Jehoshaphat the king of Judah
/V returned to his house in peace to

Jerusalem. 2. And Jehu, the son of Han-
ani the seer, went out to meet him, and
said to king Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou
help the ungodly, and love them that
hate the Lord? therefore is wrath upon
thee from before the Lord. 3. Neverthe-
less, there are good things found in thee, in

that thou hast taken away the groves out
of the land, and hast prepared thy heart to

seek God. 4. And Jehoshaphat dwelt at

Jerusalem : and he went out again through
the people, from Beer-sheba to mount
Ephraim, and brought them back unto the
Lord God of their fathers.

Here is,

I. The great favour God showed to Jehoshaphat.
1. In bringing him back in safety from his dan-

gerous expedition with Ahab, which had like to

have cost him dear, v. 1, He returned to his house
in peace. Notice is taken of this to intimate, (1.)
That he fared better than he expected. He had
been in imminent peril, and yet came home in

peace. Whenever we return in peace to our hojises,

we ought to acknowledge God's providence in pre-
serving our going out and our coming in. But if we
have been kept through more than ordinary dan-
gers, we are, in a special manner bound to be
thankful. There was but a step perhaps between
us and death, and yet we are alive. (2.) That he
fared better than he deserved; he was out of the
way of his duty, had been out upon an expedition
which he could not well account tor to God and his
conscience, and yet he returned in peace; for God
is not extreme to mark what we do amiss, nor does
he withdraw his protection every time we forfeit it,

(3. ) That he fared better than Ahab king of Israel
did, who was brought liome slain: thrugh Jehosha-
phat had said to Ahab, / am as thou art, God dis-

tinguished him, for he knows and owns the way of
the righteous, but the -way of the ungodly shall per-
ish. Distinguisliing mercies lay us under peculiarly
strong obligations: two kings in the field together,
one taken and the other left, one brought home in

blood, the other in peace.
2. In sending him a reproof for his affinity with

Ahab. It is a great mercy to be made sensible ol

our faults, and to be told, in time, wherein we have
erred, that we may repent, and amend the error,

before it be too late. The prophet by whom the
reproof is sent, is, Jehu tlie son of Hanani: the fa-

ther was an eminent prophet in the last reign, as

appeared by Asa's putting him in the stocks for his

plain dealing; yet his son was not afraid to reprove
anotlier king. St. Paul would have his son Timothy
not only not discouraged, but animated, by his suf
ferings', 2 Tim. 3. 11. 14.

(1.) He tells him plainly, that he had done very-

ill in joining with Ahab; " Shouldest thou, a godly
man, help the ungodly, give them a hand of fellow

ship, and lend them an assisting hand?" Or,
" Shouldest thou love them that hate the Lord;
wilt thou lay those in thy bosom, whom God be-
holds afar off ?" It is the black character of wick-
ed people, that they are haters of God, Rom. 1. 30.

Idolaters are so reputed in the second command-
ment: and therefore it is not for those that love

God, to take delight in them, or contract intimacy
with them. Do not I hate those, says Da.\\d, that
hate theey Ps. 139. 21, 22. Those whom the grace
of God has dignified, ought not to debase them-
selves. Let God's people be of God's mind.

(2. ) That God was displeased with him for doing

this; " There is wrath upon thee, from before the

Lord, and thou must, by repentance, make thy

Eeace with him, or it will be the worse for thee.
'

[e did so, and God's anger was turned away. Yet
his trouble, as recorded in the next chapter, was a

rebuke to him for meddling with strife that belong-

ed not to him. If he be so fond of war, he shall

have enough of it. i\nd the great mischiefs which
his seed after him fell into by the house of Ahab,
was the just punishment of his affinity with that

house.

(3. ) Yet he takes notice of that which was praise

worthy, as it is proper for us to do when we give a
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reproof, f. 3, " There aregood thingsfound in thee;

.ind therefore, though God be displeased with thee,

he does not, he will not, cast thee off. " His abo-
lishing idolatry with a heart fixed for God, and en-

gaged to seek him, was a good thing which God
accepted of, and would ha\ e him go on with, not-

withstanding.
II. The return of duty whicli Jehoshaphat made

to God for this favour He took the reproof fvell,

and was not wroth with the seer as his tather was,
but submitted. Let the righteous smite me, it shall

be a kindness. See what effect the reproof had
upon him. 1. He dvjelt at Jerusalem, v. 4. minded
his own business at home, and would not expose
himself by making any more such \ isits to Ahab.
Rebuke a wise man, and he ivill be yet wiser, and
will take warning, Prov. 9. 8, 9. 2. To atone (as 1

may say) for the visit he made to Ahab, he made a
pious profitable \isitation of his own kingdom; he
went out through the fieofile in his own person from
Beer-sheba in the south to m unt Ephr.iim in the
north, and brought them back to the Lord God of
their fathers, that is, did all he could towards it.

(1.) By what the prophet said, lie perceived that
his former attempts for reformation were well-
pleasing to God, and therefore he revived them,
and did what was then left undone. It is good
when commendations thus quicken us to our duty,
and when the more we are praised for doing well,

the more vigorous we are in well-doing. (2.) Per-
haps he found that his late affinity with the idola-

trous house of Ahab and kingdom c'f Israel, had had
a bad influence upon his own kingdom; many we
may suppose, wei'e emboldened to re\ olt to idola-

try, when they saw even their reforming king, so

intimate with idolaters; and tiierefore he thought
himself doubly obliged to do all he could to restore

them. If we truly repent of our sin, we shall do
our utmost to repair the damage we have anj- way
done by it to religion, or the souls of others. We
are particularly concerned to reoover those that
have fallen into sin, or been hardened in it by our
example.

5. And he set judges in the land, through-

out all the fenced cities of Judah, city by
city, 6. And said to the judges, Take heed
what ye do : for ye judge not for man, but for

the Lord, who is with you in the judgment.
7. Wherefore now, let the fear of the Lord
be upon you ; take heed and do it : for

there is no iniquity with the Lord our God,
nor respect of persons, nor taking of gifts.

8. Moreover, in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat
set of the Levites, and of the priests, and of
the chiefs ofthe fathers of Israel, for the judg-
ment of the Lord, and for controversies,

when they returned to Jerusalem. 9. And he
charged them, saying. Thus shall ye do in

the fear of the Lord, faithfully, and with
a perfect heart. 10. And what cause so-

ever shall come to you or your brethren
that dwell in their cities, between blood and
blood, between law and commandment,
statutes and judgments, ye shall even warn
them that they trespass not against the

Lord, and so wrath come upon you, and
upon your brethren : this do, and ye shall

not trespass. 11. And, behold, Amariah
the chief priest is over vou in all matters of

the Lord; and Zebadiah the son of Ishma-
el, the ruler of the house of Judah, lor all

the king's matters: also the Levites shall be

officers before you. Deal courageously,

and the Lord shall be with the good.

Jehoshaphat having dene what he could, to make
his people good, he is here providing, if possible, to

keep them so by the influence of a settled magis-
tracy. He had sent preachers among them, to in-

struct them, ch. 17.-7..9. and that provision did
well: but now he saw it further requisite to send
judges among them, to see the laws put in execu-
ti(in, and to be a terror to evil doers. It is probable
tliat there were judges up and down the country
before, but either they neglected their business, or
the people slighted them, so that the end of the in-

stitution was not answered; and therefore it was
necessary it should be new modelled, new men em-
ployed, and a new charge given them. That is it,

which is here done.

I. He erected inferior courts of justice in the se-

veral cities of the kingdom, v. 5. The judges of
these cmrts were to keep the people in the worship
of God, to punish the violations of the law, and to

decide controversies between man and man. Here
is the charge he gave them, v. 6. In which we
have,

1. The means he prescribes to.thefn for the
keeping of them close to their duty; and these are
two. (1.) Great caution and circumspection: 7ake
heed what ye do, v. 6. And again, " Take heed
u7id do K, {v. 7.) Mind your business; take heed of
making any mistakes; be afraid of misunderstand-
ing any point of law, or the matter of fact." Judges,
of all men, have need to be cautious, because so
much depends upon their taking a thing right, (2.)
Great piety and religion: Let the ftar of God be
ujxon you, that will be a restraint upon you to keep
you from doing wrong, Neh. 5. 15. Gen. 42. 18.

and an encouragement to you to be active in doing
the duty of your place. " Let destruction from God
be a terror to them, as Job speaks, Job 31. 23, and
then they will be a terror to none but evil doers.

2. The motives he would have them consider, to

engage them to faithfulness: these are three, all

taken from God. (1.) That from him they had
their commission; his ministers they were. The
powers that be, are ordained by him, and for him.
•* Ye judge not for man, but for the Lord; your
business is to glorify him, and serve the interests of
his kingdom among men." (2.) That his eye was
upon them: "Yie\s with you in the judgment, to
take notice what you do, and call you to an account
if you do amiss. " (3. ) That he is the great Exam-
ple of justice to all magistrates: There is no iniquity

with him, no bribery, nor respect to persons. Ma-
gistrates are called gods, and therefore must en-
dea\our to resemble him.

II. He erected a supi-eme court at Jerasalem,
which was advised with, and appealed to, in all the
difficult causes that occurred in the inferior courts,

and which gave judgment upon demurrers, (to

speak in the language of our own law,) special ver
diets, and writs of error. This court sat in Jerus
lem, for there were set the thrones ofjudgment,
there .they would be under the inspection of the
king himself. Observe,

1. The causes cognizable in this court; and they
were of two kinds, as with us. (1.) Pleas of the
crown, called here the judgment of the Lord, be-
cause the law of God was the law of the realm.
All criminals were charged with the breach of
some part of his law, and were said to offend against
his peace, his crown and dignity. (2.) Commor,
pleas., between party and party, called here co7i
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troversies, v. 8. and causes of their brethren, v. 10.

differences between blood and blood. This refers
to Deut. 17. 8. between the blood of the person
slain and the blood of the man-slayer. Since the
revolt of the 10 tribes, all the cities of refuge, ex-
cept Hebron, belonged to the kingdom of Israel;

and therefore, we may suppose, the courts of the
temple, or the horns of the altar, were chiefly used
as sanctuaries in that case, and hence the trial of
homicides was i-eserved for the court at Jerusalem.
If the inferior judges did not agree about the sense
of any law or commandment, any statute or judg-
ment, this court must determine the controversy.

2. The judges of this court were some of the Le-
vites and firiests that were most learned in the law,
eminent for wisdom, and of approved integrity, and
some of the chief of the fathers of Israel; fiecrs of
the realm, as I may call them, or persons of age
and experience, that had been men of business,

who would be the most competent judges of matters
of fact, as the priests and Levites were of the sense
of the law.

3. The two chiefs, or presidents, of this court.
Amariah, the High Priest, was to preside in eccle-
siastical causes, to direct the court, and be the
mouth of it, or perhaps to be last consulted in cases
which the judges themselves doubted of. Zebadiah,
the prime-minister of that state, was to preside in

all civil cayses, v. 11. Thus there are diversities
of gifts and operations, but all from the same Spirit,
and for the good of the body. Some understand
best the matters of the Lord, others the king's mat-
ters; neither can say to the other, I have no need
of thee, for God's Israel has need of both; and as
every one has received the gift, so let him minister
the same. Blessed be God both for magistrates and
ministers; scribes and statesmen; men of books,
and men of business.

4. The inferior officers of the court; some of the
Levites (such as had not abilities to qualify them for
judges) shall be officers before you, v. 11. They
were to bring causes into the court, and to see the
sentence of the judges executed. And these hands
and feet were as necessary in their places, as the
eyes and heads, (the judges,) in their^s.

5. The charge which the king gave them. (1.)
They must see to it that they acted from a good
principle; they must do all in the fear of the Lord,
setting him always before them, and then they
would act faithfully, conscientiously, and with a
fierfect ufiright heart, v. 9. (2.) They must make
it their great and constant care to prevent sin, to
warn the fieo/ile that they trespass not against the
Lord, inspire them with a dread of sin, not only as
hurtful to themselves and the public peace, but as
offensive to God, and that which would bring wrath
upon the people if they committed it, and upon the
magistrates if they did not punish it. This do, and
ye shall not trespass; this implies that those who
have power in their hands, contract the guilt of sin
themselves, if they do not use their power for the
preventing and restraining of sin in others. " You
trespass if you do not keep them from trespassing."
(3. ) They must act with resolution. " Deal coura-
geously, and fear not the face of man; be bold and
daring in the discharge of your duty, and whoever
is against you, God will protect you, TAe Lord
shall be with the good. " Wherever he finds a good
man, a good magistrate, he will be found a good
God.

CHAP. XX.
We have here, I. The great danger and distress that Je-
hoshaphat and his kingdom were in from a foreign inva-
sion, v. 1,2. II. The pious course he took for their
safety, by fasting, and praying, and seeking God, v.
S..13. HI. The assurance which God, by a prophet,

1

immediately gave them of victory, v. 14 . . 17. IV. Their
thankful believing reception of those assurances, v,

18.. 21. V. The defeat which God gave to their ene-
mies, thereupon, v. 22 • . 25. VI. A solemn thanksgiv-
ing which they kept for their victory, and for the happy
consequences of it, v. 26. .30. VII. The conclusion of
the reign of Jehoshaphat, not without some blemishes,
V. 31 . . 37.

r^
came to pass after this also, that the

children of Moab, and the children

of Ammon, and with them other besides the

Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to

battle. 2. Then there came some that told

Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great

multitude against thee from beyond the sea,

on this side Syria : and, behold, they be in

Hazazon-tamar, which is En-gedi. 3.

And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to

seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast

throughout all Judah. 4. And Judah ga-
thered themselves together to ask help of
the Lord ; even out of all the cities of Ju-
dah they came to seek the Lord. 5. And
Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of
Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the

Lord, before the new court, 6. And said,

O Lord God of our fathers, art not thou
God in heaven ? and rulest not thou over all

the kingdoms of the heathen ? and in thy
hand is there not power and might, so that

none is able to withstand thee ? 7. Art
not thou our God, ivho didst drive out the

inhabitants of this land before thy people

Israel, and ga\^est it to the seed of Abraham
thy friend for ever ? 8. And they dwelt
therein, and have built thee a sanctuary

therein for thy name, saying, 9. If, when
evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment,
or pestilence, or famine, we stand before

this house, and in thy presence, (for thy

name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in

our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.

10. And now, behold, the children of Am-
mon, and Moab, and mount Seir, whom
thou wouldest not let Israel invade, when
they came out of the land of Egypt, but
they turned from them, and destroyed them
not ; 11. Behold, / soij, hotv they reward
us, to come to cast us out of thy possession,

which thou hast given us to inherit. 12. O
our God, wilt thou not judge them ? for we
have no might against this gieat company
that cometh against us ; neither know we
what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.

13. And all Judah stood before the Lord,
with their little ones, their wives, and their

children.

We left Jehoshaphat, in the foregoing chapter,

well employed in reforming his kingdom, and pro-

viding for the due administration of justice, and
support of religion, in it, and expected nothing but

to hear of the peace and prosperity of his reign; but

here we have him in distress, which distress, how-
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ever was followed by such a glorious deliverance

as was an abundant recompense for his piety. If

we meet with trouble in the way of duty, we may
believe it is that God may have an opportunity of

showing us so much the more of his marvellous lov-

ing kindness. We have here,

1. A formidable invasion of Jehoshaphat's king-

dom by the Moabites and Ammonites, and their

auxiliaries, t. 1. Jehoshaphat was surprised with
the intelligence of it, when the enemy had already
entered his countiy, v. 2. What pretence they
had to quarrel with Jehoshaphat, does not appear;
they are said to comefrom beyond (he sea, meaning
the dead sea, where Sodom had stood. It should
seem, they marched through those of the ten tribes

that lay beyond Jordan, and they gave them pas-
sage through their borders; so ungrateful were
they to Jehoshaphat who had lately put his hand to

help them in recovering Ramoth-gilead. Several
nations joined in this confederacy, but especially

(he children of Lot, whom the rest helped, Ps. 83.

6- '8. The neighbouring nations had feared Jehosh-
aphat, ch. 17. 10. but pei'haps his affinity with
Ahab had lessened him in their esteem, and they
had some intimation that his God was displeased

with him for it, which they fancied would give
them an opportunity to make a prey of his kingdom.

II. The • pi'eparation Jehoshaphat made against

the invaders. No mention is made of his muster-
ing his forces, which yet it is most probable that he
did, for God must be trusted in the use of means.
But his great care was, to obtain the favour of God,
and secure him on his side, which perhips he was
the more solicitous about, because he had been
lately told that there was wrath upon him from be- ^

fore (he Lord, ch. 19. 2. But he is of the mind of

his father David, if we must be corrected, yet /tf[ us

notfall in(o the hands of man. 1. He feared; con-
sciousness of guilt made him fear; those that ha\ e '

least sin, are most sensible of it: the surprise added
to the fright. Holy fear is a spur to prayer and pre-

paration, Heb. 11. 7. 2. He set himselfto seek the

Lord, and, in the first place, to make him his fiiend.

They that would seek, the Lord so as to find him,
and to find favour with him, must set themseh es to

seek him, must do it with fixedness of thought,
with sincerity of intention, and with the utmost
vigour and resolution to continue seeking him. 3.

He proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah, ap-
pointed a day of humiliation and prayer, that they
might join together in confessing their sins, and
asking help, of the Lord. Fasting from bodily re-

freshments, upon such extraordinary occasions, is a
token of self-judging for the sins we have commit-
ted, (we own ourselves unworthy of the bread we
eat, and that God might justly withhold it from us,)

and of self-denial for the future; fasting Jor sin im-
plies a resolution to fast from it though it has been
to us as a sweet morsel. Magistrates are to call

their people to the duty of fasting and prayer upon
such occasions, that it may be a national act, and so

may obtain national mercies. 4. The people readi-

ly assembled out of all the cities of Judah in the

court of the temple, to join in prayer, v. 4. and
they stood before the Lord, as beggars at his door,

with their Avives and children; they and their fami-

lies were in danger, and therefore they bring them
with them to seek the Lord. " Lord, we are in-

deed a provoking people, that deserve to be aban-
doned to ruin; but here are little ones that are inno-

cent, let not them peinsh in the storm. " Nineveh
was spared for the sake of the little ones, Jonah 4.

11. The place they met in, was the house of the

Lord, before the aero court, which was perhaps
lately added to the former courts, that, as some
think, which wiis called the court of the women;
lluis T.liev cr.iie within reach of that gracious prc-
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mise which God made, in answer to Solomon's
prayer, ch. 7. 15, Mine ears shall be attent to the
prayer (hat is made m this place. Jehoshaphat
himself was the muuth of the congregation of God,
and did not devolve the work upon his chaplains.
Though the kings were forbidden to burn incense,
they were allowed to pray and preach; as Solomon,
and Jehoshaphat here.
The prayer Jehoshaphat prayed, upon this occa-<

sion, is here recorded, or part of it; and an excel-
lent prayer it is.

(1.) He acknowledges the sovereign dominion of
the Divine Pro\ ideiice; he gives to (iod the glory
of it, and takes to himself ihe comfort of it, v. 6,
" jirt not thou God in heaven? No doubt thou
art, which none of the gods of the heathen are;
make it to appear then. Is not thy dominion su-
preme over kings themselves, and universal over
all kingdoms, cn en those of the heathen that know
thee not? Control these heathen then; set bounds
to their daring, threatening insults. Is there not in

thy hand t\\t power and migh{ which none is able to

withstand? Lord, exert it on our behalf. Glory
in thine own omnipotence."

(2.) He lays hold on their covenant-relation to

God, and interest in him. " Thou that art God in

htaven, art tlie God of our fathers, v. 6. and our
God, V. 7. Whom should we seek to, whom should
we trust to, for relief, but to the God we have cho-
sen and served."

(3.) He shows the title they had to this good land
they were now in possession of; an indisputable

title it was, Thou gavest it to the seed of Abraham
thy friend. This is referred to, Jamt's 2. 23. to

show the honour of Abraham, that he was called

thefriend of God; we are his seed; and hope to be
beloved for (he father's sake; Rom. 11. 28. Deut.
7. 8. " We hold this land by grant from thee.

Lord, maintain thine own grant, and warrant it

against all unjust claims. Suffer \;s not to be cast

out of thy possession, we are tenants, thou art our
landlord, wilt thou not hold thine own?" t;. 11.

They that use what they have for God, may com-
fortably hope that he will secure it to them.

(4.) He makes mention of the sanctuary, the
temple they had built for God's name, 'c. 8. not as if

tiiat merited any tiling at God's hand, for of his own
they gax'e hi?n, but it was such a token of God's fa-

voui-able presence with them, that they had pro-
mised themselves he would hear and help them,
when, in their distress, they cried to him before that

house, V. 8, 9. " Lord, when it was built, it was
intended for the encouragement of our faith at such
a time as this. Here thy name is, here we are;

Lord, help us for the glory of tliy name."
(5.) He pleads the ingratitude and injustice of his

enemies; " We are such as it will be thy glory to

appear ybr; they are such as it will be thy glory to

appear ac^a ins?; for [1.] They ill requite our an-

cient kindness. Thou vjouldest not let Israel invade
them, nor give them any disturbance, Deut. 2. 5,

9, 19. Meddle not with the Edomiles, distress not

the Moabites, come not nigh the children of jlm-
mon, no, not though they provoke you; yet now
see how they invade us." We may comfortably
appeal to God against those that render us evil for

good. [2.] "They break in upon our ancient

rights. They come to cast us out of our possession.'*.^

and seize our land for themselves; O oicr God, wilt

thou not judge them, v. 12. Wn"t thou not give

sentence against them, and execute it upon them?"
The justice of God is the refuge of those that are

wronged.
(6.) He professes his entire dependence "upon

God for deliverance; though he had a great army
on foot, and well disciplined, yet, he said, " ]Ve

have no miglit against (his great company, none
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w.thout thee, none that we can expect any thing

from, without thy special presence and blessing,

none to toast of, none to trust to; but our eyes are

ufion thee, we rely upon tliee, and from thee is all

our expectation. The disease seems desperate, we
know not what to do, we are quite at a loss, in a

great strait; but this is a sovereign remedy, our

eyes are ufion thee, an eye of acknowledgment and
humble submission, an eye of faith and entire de-

pendence, an eye of desire and hearty prayer, an

eye of hope and patient expectation. In thee, O
God, do we fiut our trust; our souls wait on thee."

14. Then upon Jahaziel, the son of Zech-

ariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel,

the son of Mattaniah, a Le vite, of the sons of

Asaph, came the Spirit of the Lord in the

midst of the congrej2;ation ; 15. And he

said. Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabit-

ants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehosha-

phat ; Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be
not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this

great multitude ; for the battle is not yours,

but God's. 16. To-morrow go ye down
against them: behold, they come up by the

cliff of Ziz: and ye shall find them at the

end of the brook, before the wilderness of

Jeruel. 17. Ye shall not riced to fight in

this battle ; set j^ourselves, stand ye still., and

see the salvation of the Lord with you, O
•fudah and Jerusalem : fear not, nor be dis-

aiayed •, to-morrow go out against them ; for

the Lord laill be with you. 1 8. And Jehosh-

aphat bowed his head, with his face to the

ground : and all Judah and the inhabitants

of Jerusalem fell before the Lord, worship-

ping the Lord. 1 9. And the Levites of

the children of the Kohathites, and of the

children of the Korhites, stood up to praise

the Lord God of Israel with a loud voice

on high.

We have here God's gracious answer to Jehosha-
phat's prayer; and it was a speedy answer; while

he was yet sfieaking, God heard: before the con-

gregation was dismissed, they had assurance given

them that they should be victorious, for it is never
in vain to seek God.

1. The spirit of prophecy came upon a Levite
that was present, not in any place of eminencv, but
in the midst of the congregation, v, 14. The Spirit,

like the wind, blows where, and on whom, he lisl-

eth. He was of the sons of Asaph, and therefore

one of the singers; on that office God would put an
honour. Whether he was a prophet before this or

no, is uncertain, most probably he was, which
would make him the more regarded. Tliere need-
ed no sign, the thing itself was to be performed the

very next day, and that would be confirmation

emough to his prophecy.
2. He encouraged them to trust in God, though

the danger was very threatening, xi. 15. "Be not

afraid; you have admitted fear enough to bring you
\o God, do not now admit that which will drive you
fiom.him again. The battle is not your's; it is not

in your own strength, nor for your own cause, that

you engage, the battle is God's, he does and will,

as you have desired, interest himself in the cause."

3. He gives thera intelligence of the motions of the

enemy, and orders them to march townrd t!iem,

with particular directions w'neie they should find

them. 'J'o-morrow (tlie day after the fast,) ^'O i/f

down against them, v. 16, 17 It is fit tliat he who
commands the deliverance, should command those

for whom the deliverance is to be wrought, and
give the necessary orders, both for time -..nd place.

4. He assuies them, that they should be, not the
gloiious instruments, but the joyful spectators, of

the total defeat of the enemy. " You shall not need
to strike a stroke, the work shall be done to your
hands, only stand still and see it," v. 17. As Mosea
said to Israel at the Red-sea, Exod. 14. 13, " God
is with you, who is able to do his work himself, and
will do it. If the battle be his, the victory shall be
his too." Let but the christian soldier go out against

his spiritual enemies, and the God of peace will

tread them under his feet, and make him 7n ore than
a congueror,

5. Jeln>s!iaphat and his people received these as

surances with faith, reverence, and thankfulness.

(1.) They bowed their heads. Jehoshaphat first,

and then all the people, fell before the Lord, and
worshifified; receiving with a holy awe and fear of

God this token of his favour, and saying with faith.

Be it unto us according to thy word. (2.) They
lifted up their voices in praise to God, v. 19. An
active faith can give thanks for a promise, though it

be not yet performed, knowing that God's bonds are
as good as ready money; God hath spoken inhisho'
liness, I will rejoice, Ps. 60. 6.

20. And they rose early in the morning
and went forth into the wilderness of To
koa : and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat
stood and said. Hear me, O Judah, and ye
inhabitants of Jerusalem ; Believe in the

Lord your God, so shall you be establish-

ed ; believe his prophets, so shall ye pros-

per. 21. And when he had consulted with
the people, he appointed singers unto the

Lord, and that should praise the beauty
of holiness as they went out before the ar-

my, and to say, Praise the Lord ; for his

mercy endureth for ever. 22. And when
they began to sing and to praise, the Lord
set ambushments against the children of

Ammon, Moab, and monnt Seir, which
were come against Judah ; and they were
smitten. 23. For the children of Ammon
and Moab stood up against the inhabitants

of mount Seir, utterly to slay and destroy

them : and when they had made an end of

the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to

destroy another. 24. And when Judah
came toward the watch-tower m the wil-

derness, they looked unto the multitude,

and, behold, thev were dead bodies fallen to

the earth, and none escaped. 25. And
when Jehoshaphat and his people came to

take away the spoil of them, they found

among them in abundance, both riches with

the dead bodies, and precious jewels,

(which they stripped off for themselves,)

more than they could carry away : and
they were three days in gathering ot the

spoil, it was so much. 26. And on the
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fourth clay, they assembled themselves in

the valley of Berachah; for there they

blessed the Lo kd : therefore the name of

the same place was called, The valley of

Berachah, unto this day. 27. Then they

returned every man of Judah and Jerusa-

lem, and Jehoshaphat in the fore-front of

them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy:

for the Lord had made them to rejoice

over their enemies. 28. And they came to

Jerusalem with psalteries and harps and
trumpets, unto the house of the Lord. 29.

And the fear of God was on all the king-

doms of those countries, when they had
heard that the Lord fought against the

enemies of Israel. 30. So the realm of Je-

hoshaphat was quiet ; for his God gave him
rest round about.

We have here the foregoing prayer answered,
and the foregoing promise performed, in the total

overthrow of the enemies' forces, and the triumph
(for so it was rather than a victory) of Jehosha-
phat's forces over them.

I. Never was army drawn out to the field of bat-
tle so as Jehoshaphat's army was. He had soldiers

ready firefiared for war, ch. 17. 18. but here is no
notice taken of their military eqiiipment, their
swords or spears, their shields or bows. But Je-
hoshaphat took care, 1. That faith should be their
armour; as they went forth instead of calling them
to handle their arms, and stand to them, to keep
ranks, observe orders, and fight valiantly, he l)ids

them believe in the Lord God, and gi\ e credit to his

word in the mouth of his prophets, then they should
firosfier and be established, v. 20. That is true
courage, which faith inspires a man with; nor will

any tiling contribute more to the establishing of the
heart in shaking times, than a firm belief of the
power, and mercy, and promise of God. The
lieart \sjijred, that thus triisteth in the Lord, and is

kept in perfect peace. In our spiritual conflicts,

this is the victory, this is the prosperity, even our
faith. 2. That praise and thanksgiving, should be
their \ anguard, v. 21. Jehoshaphat called a coun-
cil of war, and it was resolved to appoint singers to

go out before the army, to charge in the fi-ont, who
had nothing else to do but to praise God, to praise
his linliness, which is his beauty; to praise him as
thty did in the temple, that beauty of holiness, with
th t ancient and good doxology which eternity it-

self will not wear thread-bare, Praise the Lord:
for his mercy endiireth for exier. By this strange
;ub ance toward the field of battle, Jehoshaphat in-

tended to express his firm reliance upon the word
of God, (which enabled him to triumph, before tlie

battle,) to animate his own soldiers, to confound the
enemy, and to engage God on their side; for praise
pleases God better than all burnt-offering and sa-

crifice.

II. Never was army so unaccountably destroyed
as that of the enemy; not by thunder, or hail, or
the sword of an angel, not by dint of sword, or
strength of arm, or any surprising alarm, Hke that
w hich Gideon gave the Midianites ; but the Lord
set ambushments against them, either hosts of an-
cels, or as Bishop Patrick thinks, their own ambush-
ments, whom God struck with such confusion, that
they fell upon their own friends as if thev had be^n
enemies, and every one helped to destroy another, so

that Tione escaped. This God did, when his fieofile

began to sing and to praise, v. 22, for he delights to

furnish those with matter foi praise, that have
hearts for it. We read of his being angry at the
prayers of his people, Ps. 80. 4. but never at their
praises. When they did but begin the work of
praise, God perfected the work of their deliverance.
W'hat ground there was for their jealousies one of
another, does not appear, perhaps there was none;
but so it was, that the Ammonites and the Moabites
fell foul upon the Edoniites and cut them off, and
then they fell out with one another and cvit one
another off, v. 23. Thus God often makes wicked
people instruments of destruction to another; and
what alliances can be so firm as to keep those to-

gether, whom God designs to dash in pieces one
against another? See the mischievous consequences
of divisions which neither of the c( ntending parties
can give any good account of the reason of. Those
are wretchedly infatuated, to their ruin, that fall

foul upon their friends r.s if thev were enemies.
III. Never was spoil so cheerfully divided, for

Jehoshaphat's army had nothing to do besides; the
rest was done for them. When they came to the
view of this vast army, instead of finding li\ ing men
to fight with, they found them all dead men, and
their carcases spread as dung upon the face of the
earth, v. 24. bee how rich God is in mercy to
them that call upon him in truth, and how often he
outdoes the prayers and expectations of his people.
Jehoshaphat and his people prayed to be deli\ ered
from being spoiled by the enemy; and God not only
did that, but enriched them with the spoil of the
enemy. The plunder of the field was very great,
and very rich; they found precious jewels with the
dead bodies, which yet could not save them from
being loathsome caicases; the spoil was more than
they could carry away at once, and they were
three days in gathering it, ->. 25. Now it appeared
what was God's end in bringing this great army
against Judah; it was to humble them and prove
them, that he might d6 thein good in their latter
end. It seemed, at first, a disturbance to their re-
formation, but it proves a recompense of it.

IV. Never was victory celebrated with more
solemn and enlarged thanksgivings. 1. They kept
a day of praise in the camp, before they drew their
forces out of the field. Many thanksgivings, no
doubt, were offered up to God immediately; but on
the 4th day they assembled in a valley, where they
blessed God with so much zeal and fervency, that
that day's work gave a name to the place, the val-
ley of Berachah, that is, of blessing, v. 26. The
remembrance of this work of wonder was hereby
perpetuated for the encouragement of succeeding
generations to trust in God. 2. Yet they did not
think this enough, but came in solemn procession,
all in a brdy, and Jehoshaphat at the head of them,
to Jerusalem, that the country as they passed along,
might join with them in their praises, and that they
might give thanks for the mercy there where they
had by prayer obtain^Wt, in the house of the Lord,
V. 27, 28. Praising Ghd must not be the work of a
day only; but our praises, when we have received
mercy, must be often repeated, as our prayers
were, when we were in the pursuit of it. Every
dmy we must bless God; as long as we live, and
while we have any being, we must praise him,
spending our time in that work in which we hope to

spend our eternity. Public mercies call for public
acknowledgments, in the courts of the Lord's house,
Ps. lie. 19.

V. Never did victory turn to a better account
than this, for, 1. Jehoshaphat's kingdom was here-
by made to look very great and considerable
abroad, v. 29. When they heard that God fought
thus for Israel, they could not but say, Inhere is

none like unto the Gcd of Jeshurun, and Happy
art thou, Israel! It begat in the neighbours a
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reverence of God, and a cautious fear of doing any
injury to his people. It is dangerous fighting against

those wlio have God with them. It was made very
easy and quiet at home, v. 30. They were quiet

among themselves. Those that were displeased at

the destroying of the images and groves, were now
satisfied, and obliged to own that since the God of

Israel could deliver after this sort, he only is to be
worshipped, and in that way only which himself
has appointed. They were also quiet from the fear

of insults from their neighbours, God having given

them rest round about. And if he give rest, who
can give disturbance?

31. And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah.

He IOCS thirty and five years old when he

began to reign; and he reigned twenty and
five years in Jerusalem: and his mother's

name was Azubah the daughter ol Shilhi.

32. And he walked in the way of Asa his

father, and departed not from it, doing that

which ivas right in the sight of the Lord.
33. Howbeit the high places were not

taken away ; for as yet the people had not

prepared their hearts unto the God of their

fathers. 34. Now the rest of the acts of

Jehoshaphat, first and last, behold they are

written in the book of Jehu, the son of Ha-
nani, who is mentioned in the book of the

kings of Israel. 35. And after this did Je-

hoshaphat king of Judah join himself with

Ahaziah khig of Israel, who did very wick-

edly. 36. And he joined himself with him
to make ships to go to Tarshish : and they

made the ships in Ezion-gaber. 37. Then
Eliezer, the son of Dodavah of Mareshah,
prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying. Be-
cause thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah,

the Lord hath broken thy works. And
the ships were broken, tiiat they were not

able to go to Tarshish.

We are now drawing toward the close of the his-

tory of Jehoshaphat's reign, for a furtlier account
of which, they who lived when this book was pub-
lished, were referred to an authentic history of it,

written by Jehu the prophet, c/i. 19. 2. which was
then extant, v. 34. This was the general character
of his reign, that he did that whici\ was right in the
sight of the I^ord; kept close to the worship of God
himself, and did what he could to keep his people
close to it. But two things are here to be lamented.

1. The people still retained a partiality for the
high places, v. 33. Those that were erected to the
honour of strange gods, were taken away, ch. 17. 6.

but those where the true God was worshipped, be-
ing less culpable, were thought allowable, and Je-
hoshaphat was loath to disoblige the people so far

as to take them away, for as yet they had not pre-
pared their hearts to the God of their fathers.

They complied with Jehoshaphat's reformation, be-
cause they could not, for shame, do otherwise, but
they were not hearty in it, did not direct their
hearts to God in it, did not act in it from any good
principle, nor with any zeal or resolution : and the
nest magistrates cannot bring to pass what they
wpuld in reformation, when the people are cool
ui it.

£. Jehoshaphat himself still retained a partiality

for the house of Ahab, because he had married his
son to a daughter of that family, though he had
been plainly reproved for it, and had like to have
smarted for it. He saw and knew th'at Ahaziah,
the son of Ahab, did very wickedly, and therefore
could not expect to prosper; yet he joined himself
with him, not in war, as with his father, but in
trade, became his partner in an East-India fleet
bound for Ophir, v. 33, 36. There is an emphasis
laid upon the time, after this, after God had done
such great things for him, without any such scan-
dalous and pernitious confederacies, given him not
only victory, but wealth; yet, after this, to go and
join himself with a wicked king, was very ungrate-
ful. Afttr God had given him such a deliverance
as this, should he again break God's command-
ments, and join in affinity tvith the people of these
abominations? What could he expect but that God
should be angry with him? Ezra 9. 13, 14. Yet he
sends to him, to show him his error, and bring him
to repentance, (1.) By a prophet, who foretold the
blasting of his pi-oject, v. 37. And, (2. ) By a storm,
which brake the ships in the port before they set
sail, by which he was warned to break off his al-
liance with Ahaziah, and, it seems, he took the
warning; for when Ahaziah afterward pressed him
to join with him he ivould not, 1 Kings 22. 49. See
how pernicious a thing it is to join in friendship and
society with evil-doers, it is a hard matter to break
off from it. A man may much better keep himself
from being taken in the snare, than recover him-
self out of it.

CHAP. XXI.
Never surely did any kingdom change its king so much for

the worse as Judah did, when Jehoram, one of the vilest,

succeeded Jehoshaphat, one of the best. Thus were they
punished for not making a better use of Jehoshaphat's
good government, and their disaffectedness (or coldness,
at least) to his reformation, ch. 20. 32. They that knew
not how to value a good king, are justly plagued with a

• bad one. Here is, 1. Jehoram's elevation to the throne,
T. 1 . . 3. II. The wicked course he took to establish
himself in it, by the murder of his brethren, v. 4. III.

The idolatries, and other wickedness he was guilty of, v.

5, 6, 11. IV. The prophecy of Elijah against him, v.

12., 15. V. The judgments of God upon him, in the

revolt of his subjects from him, v, 8 . . 10. and the suc-
cess of his enemies against him, v. 16, 17. VI. His
miserable sickness, and inglorious exit, v. 18. . 20. VII.

The preservation of the house of David notwithstand-
ing, V. 7,

1 . 'IWTOW Jehoshaphat slept with his

J.^ fathers, and was buried with his

fathers in the city of David : and Jehoram
his son reigned in his stead. 2. And he

had brethren, the sons of Jehoshaphat, Aza-
riah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, and Aza-
riah, and Michael, and Shephatiah: all these

were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of Judah.

3. And their father gave them great gifts

of silver, and of gold, and of precious things,

with fenced cities in Judah : but the king-

dom gave he to Jehoram, because he was
the first-born. 4. Now when Jehoram was
risen up to the kingdom of his father, he

strengthened himself, and slew all his breth-

ren with the sword, and divers also of the

princes of Israel. 5, Jehoram was thirty

and two years old when he began to reign,

and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 6.

And he walked in the way of the kings of

Israel, like as did the house of Ahab ; for he
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had the daughter of Ahab to wife : and he

wrought that which was evil in the eyes of

the Lord. 7. Hovvbeit the Lord would
not destroy tlie house of David, because of

the covenant that he had made with David,

and as he promised to give a light to him
and to his sons for ever. 8. In his days the

Edomites revolted from under the dominion

of Judah, and made themselves a king. 9.

Then Jehoram went forth with his princes,

and all his chariots with him : and he rose

up by night, and smote the Edomites which
compassed him in, and the captains of the

chariots. 10. So the Edomites revolted from

under the hand of Judah unto this day.

The same time also did Libnah revolt from

under his hand ; because he had forsaken

the Lord God of his fathers. H. More-
over, he made high places in the mountains

of Judah, and caused the inhabitants of Je-

rusalem to commit fornication, and compell-

ed Judah thereto.

We find here,

I. That Jehoshaphat was a veiy careful indulgent

father to Jehoram. He had many sons, who are

here named, v. 2. and it is said {v. 13.) that they
were better than Jehoram, had a great deal more
wisdom and virtue, and lived up to their education,

which he went counter to. They were very hope-
ful, and any of them more fit for the crown than he;

and yet because he was the first born, v. 3. his

father secured the kingdom to him, and portion-

ed his brethren, and disposed of them so as that

they would be easy, and give him no disturbance;

as Abraham, when he made Isaac his heir, dismiss-

ed his other children with gifts. Herein Jehosha-
phat was very kind and fair to his son, which might
have obliged him to be respectful to him, and tread

in the steps of so good a father. But it is no new
thing for the children that have been most indulged

by their parents, to be least dutiful to them. Whe-
ther, in doing this, he acted wisely and well for his

people, and was just to them, I cannot say. His
birth-right entitled him to a double portion of his

father's estate, Deut. 21. 17. But if he appeared
utterly unfit for government, (the end of which is

the good of the people,) and likely to undo all that

his father had done, it had been better perhaps to

have set him aside, and taken the next that was
hopeful, and not inclined, as he was, to idolatry.

Power is a sacred thing, with which men may either

do much good or much hurt; and therefore Detur
digniori—Let him that deserves it, have it. Salus

/lofiuli sufirema lex— The security of the people is

the first consideration.

II. That Jehoram was a most barbarous brother
to his father's sons. As soon as he had settled him-
self in the throne, he slew all his brethren with the

sword, either by false accusation, under colour of

law, or ratherby assassination, by some wicked hand
or other he got them all murdered; pretending (it is

likely) that he could not think himself safe in the

e;overnment till they were taken out of the way.
Those that mean ill themselves, are commonly,
without cause, jealous of those about them. The
wicked fear where no fear is, or pretend to do so,

in order to conceal their malice. Jehoram, it is

likely, hated his brethren, and slew them, for the

same reason that Cain hated Abel, and slew him,
because their piety condemned his impiety, and won

I

them that esteem with the people, whichhe had lost.

With them he slew di\ ers of the princes of Israel,

who adhered to tliem, who were likely to avenge
their death. The princes of Judah, those who had
taught the good knowledge of the Lord, ch. 17. 7.

are here called princes oj Israel, as before, fathers

of Israel, ch. 19. 8. because they were Israelites,

indeed men of integrity. The sword which the
good father had put into their hands, this wicked
son sheathed in their bowels. Woe unto him that

thus foundeth a kingdom in blood, Hab. 2. 12. it

will prove.a foundation that will sink the superstruc-

ture.

III. That Jehoram was a most wicked king, who
corrupted and debauched his kingdom, and ruined
the reformation that his good father and grandfather
had carried on; he walked in the way of the house

ofAhab, V. 6. made high places which the people
were of themselves too forward to make, and did his

utmost to set up idolatry again, v. 11. 1. As for the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, where he kept his court,

he easily drew them into his spiritual whoredom;
he caused them to commit fornications, seducing
them to eat things sacrificed to idols, Rev. 2. 20.

2. The country people seem to have been brought
to it with more difficulty; but they that would not

be corrupted by flatteries, were driven by force, to

partake in his abominable idolatries; he compelled
Judah thereto. He used that power for the de-

struction of the church, which was given him for

the edification of it.

IV. That when he forsook God and his worship,

his subjects withdrew from their allegiance to him.
1. Some of the provinces abroad did so, that were
tributaries to him. The Edomites revolted, v. 8.

and though he chastised them, v. 9. yet he could

not reduce them, v. 10. 2. One of the cities of his

own kingdom did so: Libnah revolted, i'. 10. and set up
for a free state, as of old it had a king of its own.
Josh. 12. 15. And the reason is here gi\en, not

only why God permitted it, but why they did it;

they shook off his government, because he had for-

saken the Lord God of his fathers, was become an
idolater and a worshipper of false gods, and they

could not continue subject to him, without some
danger of being themselves also dr., wn away from
God and their duty. While he adhered to God,
they adhered to him; but when he cast (Jod off,

they cast him off. Whether this reason will justify

them in their revolt or no, it will justify God's pro-

vidence which ordered it so.

V. That yet God was tender of his covenant with

the house of David, and therefore would not destroy

the royal family, though it was so wretchedly cor-

rupted and degenerated, v. 7. These things we
had before, 2 Kings 8. 19 . . 22. The tenor of the

covenant was, that Da\id's seed should be visited

for their transgressions, but the covenant should

never be broken, Ps. 89. 30, ike

1 2. And there came a writing to him from

Elijah the prophet, saying. Thus saith the

Lord God of David thy father, Because

thou hast not walked in the ways of Jeho-

shaphat thy father, nor in the ways of Asa
king of Judah. 13. But hast walked in the

way of the kings of Israel, and hast made
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to

go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the

house of Ahab, and also hast slain thy bre-

thren of thy father's house, tchich were better

than thyself; 14. Behold, with a great

plague will the Lord smite thy people, and
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thy children, and thy wives, and all thy

goods: 15. And thou ^Aa/^/iflt.e great sick-

ness by disease of thy bowels, until thy

bowels fall out by reason of the sickness

day by day. 16. Moreover, the Lord stir-

red up against Jehoramthe spirit of the Phi-

listines, and of the Arabians, that were near

the Ethiopians. 17. And they came up

into Judah, and brake into it, and carried

away all the substance that was found in

the king''s house, and his sons also, and
his wives ; so that there was never a son

left him, save Jehoahaz, the youngest of his

sons. 1 8. And after all this the Lord smote

him in his bowels witli an incurable disease.

19. And it came to pass, that, in process of

time, after the end of two years, his bowels
fell out by reason of his sickness; so he died

of sore diseases : and his people made no
burning for him, like the burning of his fa-

thers. 20. Thirty and two years old was
he when he began to reign, and he reigned

in Jerusalem eight years, and departed

without being desired ; howbeit they buried

him in the city of David, but not in the

sepulchre of the kings.

Here we have,
I. A wai-ning from God sent to Jehoram by a writ-

ing from Elijah the prophet. By this it appears
that Jehoram came to the throne, and showed him-
self what he was, before Elijah's translation. It is

true, we find Elisha attending Jehoshaphat, and
described as pouring water on the hands of Elijah,

after the story of E'ijah's translation, 2 Kings 3. 11.

but that might be, and that description might be
given of him, while Elijah was yet on earth: and it

is certain tliat that history is put out of its proper
place, for we read of Jehoshaphat's death, and Je-

horam's coming to the crown, before we read of

Elijah's translation, 1 Kings 22. 50. We will sup-
pose that the time of his departure was at hand, so

that he could not go in person to Jehoram; but that
hearing of his great wickedness in murdering his

brethren, he left this writing, it is probable, with
Elisha, to be sent him by the first opportunity, that
it might either be a means to reclaim him, or a wit-
ness against him, that he was fairly told what would
be in the end hereof. The message is sent him in

the name of the Lord God of David his father, -v.

12. upbraiding him with his relation to David, as
that which, though it was his honour, was an ag-
gravation of his degeneracy.

1. His crimes are plainly charged upon him

—

His departure from the good ways of God, in which
he had been educated, and which he had been di-

rected and encouraged to walk in by the example
of his good father and grandfather, who lived and
died in peace and honour, v. 12.—His conformity
to the ways of the house of Ahab, that impious
scandalous family—His setting up and enforcing
idolatry in his kingdom—And his murdering his

brethren because they were better than himself, -v.

13. These are the heads of the indictment against
him.

2. Judgment is given against him for these crimes;
he is plainly told, that his sin should certainly be
the ruin, (1.) Of his kingdom and family, v. 14.

"With a heavy stroke, even that of war and cap-
tivity, "Will the Lord smite thy people and thy child-

ren, &c. Bad men bring God's judgments upon all

about them. His people justly suffer, because they
had complied with his idolatry, and his wives, be-
cause they had drawn him to it. (2.) Of his health
and life; "Thou shalt have great sickness, very
painful and tedious, and, at last, mortal," v. 15,

This he is warned of before, that his blood might be
upon his own head, the watchman having delivered
his soul; and that when these things, so particularly
foretold, came to pass, it might appear that they did
not come by chance, but as the punishment of his
sins, and were so intended. And now if, as he had
learned of Ahab to do wickedly, he had but learned
even of Ahab to humble himself, upon the receipt of
this threatening message from Elijah; if, like him, (1
Kings 21. 27.) he had rent his clothes, put on sack-
cloth, and fasted, who knows but, like him, he might
have obtained, at least, a reprieve? But it does not
appear that he took any notice of it, he threw it

by as waste-paper; Elijah seemed to him as one that
mocked. But they that will not believe, shall feel.

n. The threatened judgments brought upon him,
because he slighted the warning. No marvel that
hardened sinners are not frightened from sin, and
to repentance, by the threatenings of misery in an-
other world, which is future and out of sight, when
the certain prospect of misery in this world, the
sinking of their estates, and the rain of their healths,

will not restrain them from vicious courses.

1. See Jehoram here stripped of all his comforts.

God stirred up the s/iirit of his neighbours against

him, who had loved and feared Jehoshaphat, but
hated and despised him, looking upon it as a scan-

dalous thing for a nation to change their gods.

Some occasion or other they took to quarrel with
him, invaded his country, but, as it should seem,
fought neither against small nor great, but the king's

house only; they made directly to that, and carried

away all the substance that was found in it; no
mention is made of their carrying any away capti\ e,

but the king's wives, and his sons, v. 17. Thus
God made it evident, that the controversy was with
him and his house. Here it is only said. They car-

ried away his sons; but we find, ch. 22. 1. that they
slew them all: blood for blood. He had slain all hi

brethren, to strengthen himself; and now, all his

sons are slain, but one, and so he is weakened. If

he had not been of the house of David, that one had
not escaped; when Jeroboam's house, and Baasha's,

and Ahab's, were destroyed, there was none left;

but David's house must not be wholly extirpated,

though sometimes wretchedly degenerated, because
a blessing was in it; no less a blessing than that of

the Messiah.
3. See him tormented with sore diseases and of

long continuance, such as were threatened in the
law against those that would not^ar the Lord their

God, Deut. 28. 58, 59. His disease was ven- grie-

vous, it lay in his bowels; with that there was a
complication of other sore diseases: it was very te-

dious, two years he continued ill, and could get no
relief; for the disease was incurable, though he was
in the prime of life, not 40 years old. Asa, whose
heart was perfect with God, though in some in-

stances he stept aside, was diseased only in his feet;

but Jehoram, whose heart was wicked, was struck

in his inwards; and he that had no bowels of com-
passion toward his brethren, was so plagued in his

bowels that they fell out. Even good men, and those

who are very dear to God, may be afflicted with
diseases of this kind; but to them thoy are fatherly

chastisements, and by the support ot divine ron
solations the soul may dwell at ease even then when
the body lies in ])ain. These sore diseases seized

him, just after his house was plundered, and his

wives and children carried awav. (1.) Perhaps his

grief and anguish of mind for that calamity, might
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occasion his sickness, or at least, contribute to the

heightening of it. (2. ) By this sickness, he was dis-

abled to do any thing for the recovery of them, or

the revenge of the injury done him. (3.) It added,

no doubt, very much to' his grief, in his sickness,

that he wanted the society of his wives and children,

and that all the substance of his house was carried

away. To be sick and poor, sick and solitary, but

«!speciallv to be sick and in sin, sick, and under the

curse of God, sick, and destitute of grace to bear it

with, no inward comfort to balance it with—is a

most deplorable case.

3. See him buried in disgrace. He reigned but

8 years, and then departed -without being desired,

V. 20. No body valued him while he lived, none

lamented him when he died, but wished no greater

loss might ever come to Jerusalem. To show what

little affection or respect they had for him, they

would not bunj him in (he sepulchres of (he kings,

as thinking him unworthy to be numbered among
them, who had governed so ill. The excluding of

his body from the sepulclires of his fathers, might

be ordered by Providence, as an intimation of the

everlasting separation of the souls of the wicked,

after death, from the spirits of just men. This

further disgrace they put upon him, that they made
no burningfor him, like the burning of his fathers,

V. 19. riis memory was far from being sweet and

precious to them, and therefore they did not honour

It with any sweet odours or precious spices; though

we may suppose that his dead body, after so long

and loathsome a disease, needed something to per-

fume it. The generality of the people, though

prone enough to idolatry, yet had no true kindness

for their idolatrous kings. Wickedness and pro-

faneness make men despicable, even in the eyes of

those who have but little religion themselves, while

natural conscience itself often gives honour to those

who are truly pious. They that desfiise God, shall

be lightly esteemed, as Jehoram was.

CHAP. XXII.
We read, in the foregoing chapter, of the carrying away
ofJehoram's sons and his wives; but here we find one

jf his sons, and one of his wives, left, his son Ahaziah,

and his wife Athaliah, both reserved to be the shame and

plague of his family. I. Ahaziah was the shame of it as

a partaker, 1. In the sin, and, 2. In the destruction, of

the house of Ahab, t. I . . 9. II. AthaUah was the plague

of it, for she destroyed all the seed-royal, and usurped

the throne, v. 10 . . 12.

1. i ND the inhabitants of Jerusalem

Al. made Ahaziah his youngest son king

in his stead : for the band of men that came
with the Arabians to the camp had slain all

the eldest. So Ahaziah, the son of Jeho-

ram king of Judah, reigned. 2. Forty and

two years old was Ahaziah when he began

to reign ; and he reigned one year in Jeru-

salem. His mother's name also icas Atha-

liah the daughter of Omri. 3. He also

walked in the ways of the house of Ahab

:

for his mother was his counsellor to do

wickedly. 4. Wherefore he did evil in the

sight of the Lord, like the house of Ahab;

for they were his counsellors, after the death

of his father, to his destruction. 5. He
walked also after their counsel, and went

with Jehoram, the son of Ahab, king of

Israel, to war against Hazael king of Syria

at Ramoth-gilead : and the Syrians smote

Joram. 6. And he returned to be healed

in Jezreel, because of the wounds which
were given him at Ramah, when he fought

with Hazael king of Syria. And Azariah,

the son of Jehoram king of Judah, went
down to see Jehoram, the son of Ahab, at

Jezreel, because he was sick. 7. And the

destruction of Ahaziah was of God, by

coming to Joram ; for when he was come,

he went out with Jehoram against Jehu,

the son of Nimshi, whom the Lord had
anointed to cut off the house of Ahab. 8.

And it came to pass, that when Jehu was
executingjudgment upon the house of Ahab,
and found the princes of Judah, and the

sons of the brethren of Ahaziah, that minis-

tered to Ahaziah, he slew them. 9. And
he sought Ahaziah : and they caught him,

(for he was hid in Samaria,) and brought

him to Jehu : and when they had slain him,

they buried him : Because, said they, he is

the son of Jehoshaphat, who sought the

Lord with all his heart. So the house ol

Ahaziah had no power to keep still the

kingdom.

We have here an account ofthe reign of Ahaziah,
a short reign, (of one year only,) yet long enough,

unless it had been better. He was called Jeho-

ahaz, ch. 21. 17. here ^haz-iah, which is the same
name, and of the same signification, only the words
of which it is compounded, are transposed. He is

here said to be 42 years old when he began to

reign, v. 2. which could not be, for his father, his

immediate predecessor, was but 40 when he died;

and it is said, 2 Kings 8. 26. that he was 22 years

old when he began to reign. Some make this 42

to be the age of his mother Athaliah, for in the

original it is, he was the son of 42 years, that is, the

son of a mother that was of that age; and justly is

her age put for his, in reproach to him, because

she managed him, and did what she would, she,

in effect, reigned, and he had little mcre-than the

title of king. Many gocd expositors are ready to

allow that this, with some few more such diffi-

culties, arises from the mistake of some transcriber,

who put 42 for 22, and the copies by which the

error should have been corrected, might be lost.

Many ancient translations read it here 22. Few
books are now printed without some errata, yet the

autliors do not therefore disown them, nor are the

errors of the press imputed to the author, but the

candid reader amends them by the sense, or by
comparing them with some other part of the work,
as we may easily do this.

The history of Ahaziah 's reign is briefly summed
up in two clauses, x". 3, 4. That his mother and
her relations were his counsellors to do wickedly,

and it was to his destruction.

I. He did wickedly. Though by r. special pro-

vidence of God he was preserved alive, when all

his brethren were slain, and reserved for the

crown, notwithstanding he was the youngest of

them; though the inhabitants of Jerusalejn, when
they had buried his father ingloriously, made him
king, in hopes he would take warning by that not

to tread in his steps, but would do better for him-

self and his kingdom; yet he was not influenced by

the favours either of God or man, but walked in

the ways of the house ofAhab, did evil in the sight
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of the Lord like them, v. 3, 4. that is, He wor-
shipped the same false gods that tliey woi-shipped,

Baalim and Ashtoreth, supposing (as the learned
Bishop Patrick thinks) that by these demons, as

mediators, they might have easier access to the
supreme JVumen, the God of Israel, or that these

they might resort to at all times andfor all matters,

as being nearer at hand, and not of so high a dig-

nity, but of a middle nature, between the immortal
God and mortal men—deified heroes; so they wor-
shipped them as the church of Rome does saints

and angels. That was sufficiently bad; but I wish
there was no reason to suspect worse; I am appre-
hensive that they looked upon Jehovah, the God of

their fatiiers, to be altogether such a one as these
of Baalim, and them to be as great and as good as

he, nay, upon one account, more eligible, inasmuch
as these of Baalim encouraged all manner of lewd-
ness and sensuality, which the God of Israel strictly

forbade.

II. He was counselled by his mother, and her
relations to do so. She was his counsellor, v. 3.

and so were they after the death of hisfather, v. 4.

While his father lived, he took care to keej) him to

idolatry; but when he was dead, the house of Ahab
feared lest his father's miserable end should deter
him from it, and therefore they were very indus-

trious "to keep him close to it, and to make iiim

seven times more a child of hell than themselves.

The counsel of the ungodly is the ruin of many
young persons, when they are setting out in the
world. This young prince might ha\ e had better
advice, if he had pleased, from the princes and the
judges, the priests and Levites, that had been
famous in his good grandfather's time for teaching
the knowledge of God; but the house <^f x'Yhab

humoured him, and he ivalked after their counsel,

gave himself up to be led by them, and did just as
they v/ould have him. Thus do they debase and
destroy themselves, that forsake the divine guidance.

III. He was counselled by them to his destruc-
tion. So it proved. Those that counsel us to do
wickedly, counsel us to our destruction; while they
fawn and flatter, and pretend friendship, they are
rcnlly rur worst enemies. They that debauch
young men, destroy them. 1. It was bad enough
that they exposed him to the sword of the Syrians,
drawing him in to join with Joram king of Israel,

in an expedition to Ramoth-gilead, where Joram
was wounded; an expedition th-tt was not for his
honour. Those that give us bad counsel in the
affairs of religion, if regarded by us, may justly be
made by God our counsellors to do foolishly in our
own affairs. But that was not all. 2. By engaging
him in an intimacy with Joram king of Israel, they
involved him in the common ruin of the house of
Ahab. He came on a visit to Joram, v. 6. just at

the time that Jehu was executing the judgment of
God upon that idolatrous family, "and so was cut off
witli them, v. 7 ••9.

Here, (1.) See, and dread, the mischief of bad
company, and of joining in with sinners. If not the
infection, yet let the destruction, be feared; Come
out from Babylon, that falling house, Rev. IS. 4.

(2.) See, and acknowledge, the justice of God.
His providence brought Ahaziah, just at this fatal

juncture, to see Joram, that he might fall with him,
and be taken as in a snare. This we had an ac-
count of before, 2 Kings 9. 27, 28. It is here added,
that he was decently buried, (not as Jehoram,
whose dead body was cast into Naboth's vineyard,
2 Kings 9. 26.) and the reason given is, because he
was the son, that is the grandson, of good Jehosha-
phat, who sought the Lord with all his heart. Thus
is he remembered with honour long after his death,
and some respect showed e\ en to his degenerate
and unworthy seed for his sake. The memory of

thejust is blessed, but the name of the wicked shuU
rot.

10. But when Athaliah, the mother ol

Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead, she
arose, and destroyed all the seed-royal oi

the house of Judah. 1 1 . But Jehoshabeath,
the daughter of the king, took Joash the son
of Ahaziah, and stole him from among the
king's sons that were slain, and put him and
his nurse in a bed-chamber. So Jehosha-
beath, the daughter of king Jehoram, the
wife of Jehoiada the priest, (for she was the
sister of Ahaziah,) hid him from Athaliah,
so that she slew him not. 1 2. And he was
with them hid in the house of God six years:
and Athaliah reigned over the land.

We have here what we had before, 2 Kings 11.

1, &c.
1. A wicked woman endeavouring to destroy the

house of David, that she might set up a throne for
herself upon the ruins of it. Athaliah barbarousy
cut off all the seed-royal, v. 10. perhaps intending
to transmit the crown of Judah after herself to some
of her own relations, that though her family was
cut off in Israel by Jehu, it might be planted in
Judah.

2. A good woman effectually preserving it from
being wholly extirpated. One of the late king's
sons, a child of a year old, was rescued from among
the dead, and sa\ ed alive by the care of Jehoiada's
wife, V. 11, 12. that a lamfi might be ordained for
God's anointed; for no word of God shall fall to the
gnund.

CHAR XXIll.
Six years bloody Athaliah had tyrannised, in this chapter,
we have her deposed and slain, and Joash, the rightful
heir, enthroned. We had the account before, nearly as
it is here related, "2 Kings, 11. 4, &c. I. Jehoiada pre-
pared the people for the king, acquainted them with his
design, armed them, and appointed them their posts, v.

1 . . 10. II. He produced the king to the people, crown-
ed and anointed him, v. 11. III. He slew the usurper,
V. 12.. 15. IV. He reformed the kingdom, re-esta-
blished religion, and restored the civil government, v.
16.. 21.

1. A ND in the seventh year Jehoiada
j\. strengthened himself, and took the

captains of hundreds, Azariah the son of
Jeroham, and Ishmael the son ofJehohanan,
and Azariah the son ofObed, and JVIaaseiah

the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son
of Zichri, into covenant with him. 2. And
they went about in Judah, and gathered the

Levites out of all the cities of Judah, and
the chief of the fathers of Israel, and they

came to Jerusalem. 3. And all the con-

gregation made a covenant with the king in

the house of God. And he said unto them,

Behold, the king's son shall reign, as the

Lord hath said of the sons of David. 4

This is the thing that ye shall do; A third

part of you entering on the sabbath, of the

priests and of the Levites, shall be porters ol

the doors ; 5. And a third part shall he at

the king's house ; and a third part at the

gate of the foundation : and all the peop e
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shall be in the courts of the house of the

Ijf)Ri). C, ilul k't. none come hito the house
of the LoKLt, save the priests, and they that

minister of the Levites ; they shall go in, for

they are holy : but all the people shall keep
the watch of the Lord. 7. And the Le-
vites shall compass the king round about,

every man with his weapons in his hand

;

and wliosoever che cometh into the house,

he shall be put lo death; but be you with

the king when he cometh in, and when he
goeth out. 8. So the Levites, and all Ju-

dah, did according to all things that Jehoi-

ada the priest had commanded, and took

every man his men that were to come in on
the sabbath, with them that were to go uuL

on the sabbath : for Jehoiada the priest dis-

missed not the courses. 9. Moieover, Je-

hoiada the priest delivered to the captains

ofhundreds spears, and bucklers, and shields,

that had been king David's, which loere in

the house of God. 10. And he set all the

people, (every man having his weapon in

his hand,) from the right side of the temple
to the left side of the temple, along by the

altar and the temple, by the king round
about. 1 1 . Then tliey brought out the king's

son, and put upon him the crown, and gave
him the testimony, and made him king: and
Jehoiada and his sons anointed him, and
said, God save [\\v. king.

We may well imagine the bad posture of affairs

in Jerusalem durnig Ath;diah's 6 years' usurpation,
and may woiidcv that (iod ])ermitted it, and his peo-
ple bore it, so long. But after such a dark and te-

dious night the returning day in this revolution was
the brighter and the more welcome; the continuance
of David's seed and throne was what God had sworn
by his holiness, Ps. 89. 36. ;'.nd an interruption was
no defeasance; the stream of government here runs
again in the right channel. The instrument and
chief manager of the restoration is Jehoiada.

1. He here appears to be a man of great conduct;
that reserved the young prince for so many years
till he was fit to appe.ir in jjublic, and till the nation
was grown weary of the usurper; prepared his work
beforehand, and then eifected it with admirable se-

crecy and expedition. When God has work to do,
he will qualify and animate men for it.

2. A man of great interest. The captains joined
with him, v. 1. The Levites and the chief of the
fathers of Israel came at his call to Jerusalem, v. 2.

and were there ready to receive his orders. See
what a command wisdom and virtue will give men.
The Levites and all Judah did as Jehoiada com-
manded, V. 8. and, which is strange, all that were
intrusted with the secret, kept their own counsel till

it was executed. Thus the words of the wise are
heard in quiet, Eccl. 9. 17.

3. A man of great faith. It was not only common
equity, (much less his wife's relation to the royal
family, that put him upon this undertaking,) but a
regard to the word of God, and the divine entail of
the crown, v. 3. The kirig's son shall reign, must
reign, as the Lord hath said. His eye to the pro-
mise, and dependence upon that, added a great deal
of glory to this undertaking.

4. A man of great religion. This matter was to

Vol. II.- 5 F

be done in the temple, which might occasion some
breach of rule, and the necessity of the case might
be thought to excuse it; l)ut he gave special order
that none of the people should come into the house
of the Lord, but the priests and Le\ ites only, who
were holy, upon pain of deatn, x>. 6, 7. Never let

SHcred things be profaned, no not for the support of
civil rights.

5. A man of great resolution. When he had un-
dertaken this business, lie went through with it,

brought out the /cing, crowned him, and gave him
the testimony, v. 11. He ventured his head, but it

was in a good cause, and therefore he went on bold-
ly. It is here said, that his sons joined with him in

anointing the young king, one of whom, it is likely,

was that Zechariah whom Joash afterward put to

death for reproving him, ch. 24. 20. which was so

nmch the more ungrateful, because he bore a willing

part in anointing him.

12. Now when Athaliah heard the noise

of the people running and praising the king,

she came to the people into the house of the

Lord. 13. And she looked, and, behold,

the king stood at his pillar at the entering

in, and the princes and the trumpets by the

king : and all the people of the land rejoiced,

and sounded with trumpets ; also the singers

with instruments of music, and such as

taught to sing praise. Then Athaliah rent

her clothes, and said. Treason, treason ! 1 4.

Then Jehoiada the piiest brought out the

captains of hundreds tliat were set over the

host, and said unto them, Have her forth of

the ranges : and whoso foUoweth her, let

him be slain with the sword. For the priest

said. Slay her not in the house of the Lord.
15. So they laid hands on her: and when
she was come to the entering of the horse-

gate, by the king's house, they slew her there.

16. And Jehoiada made a covenant be-

tween him, and between all the people, and
between the king, that they should be the

Lord's people. 17. Then all the people

went to the house of Baal, and brake it

down, and brake his altars and his images
in pieces, and slew Mattan the priest of

Baal before the altars. 18. Also Jehoiada
appointed the offices of the house of the

Lord by the hand of the priests the Le-
vites, whom David had distributed in the

house of the Lord, to offer the burnt-offer-

ings of the Lord, as it is written in the law
of Moses, with rejoicing and with singing,

as it 7vas ordained by David. 1 9. And he

set the porters at the gates of the house of

the Lord, that none which ivas unclean in

any thing should enter in. 20. And he took

the captains of hundreds, and the nobles,

and the governors of the people, and all the

people of the land, and brought down the

king from the house of the Lord : and they

came through the high gate into the king's

house, and set the king upon the throne of

the kingdom. 21. And all the people of the
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land rejoiced : and tlie city was quiet, after

• hat they had slain Atliahah with the sword.

Here is, 1. The people pleased, v. 12, 13. When
the king stood at his pillar, whose right it was to

stand there, all the /leofile of the land rejoiced to see

'I rod sfiriing out of the stem of Jesse, Isa. 11. 1.

When it seemed a withered root in a dry ground,

to see what they despaired of ever seeing, a king

of the house of Da\ id; what a pleasing surprise was
it to them ! They ran in transports of joy to see tliis

sight, praised the king, and praised God, for they

had with them such as taught to sing /waise.

2. Athaliah slain. She ran herseit upon the point

of the sword of justice; for, imagining her interest

muih better than it was, she ventured into the house

ofthe Lord, at that time, and cried, 'J reason, Trea-

sovl But nobody seconded her, or sided with her:

the fmde of her hi art deceived her; she thought all

her own, whereas none were cordially so. Jehoiada,

as pi- tector in the king's minority, ordered her to

be slain, v. 14. which was done immediately, x'. 15.

only care was taken that she should not be slain in

thr house ofthe Lord; th.it sacred place nmst not be

so far disgraced, nor that wicked woman so far ho-

noured.

3. The original contract agreed to, v. 16. In the

Kings it was said, Jehoiada made a covenant be-

tween the Lord, the people, and the king, 2 Kings
11. 17. Here it is said to be between himnelf the

people, and the king; for he, as God's priest, was
liis representative in this transaction, or a sort of

mediator as Moses was. The indenture was tripar-

tite, but the true intent of the whole was, that they

should be the Lord's fieofile. God covenanted by
Jehoiada to take them for his people; the king and
people co\ enanted with him to be his; and then the

king covenanted with the people to govern them as

the peofile of God, and the people with the king to

be s\ibject to him, as the Lord''s peofile, in his fear,

and for his sake. Let us look upon ourselves and
one another as the Lord's fieofile, and it will have a

powerful influence upon us in the discharge of all

our duty both to God and man.
4. Baal destroyed, v. 17.. They would not have

done half their work, if they had destroyed the

usurper of the king's right only, and not the usurper
of God's right; if they had asserted the honour of

the throne, and not that of the altar. The greatest

grievance of Athaliah's reign, was, the bringing in

of the worship of Baal, and supporting ot that;

therefore that must be abolished m the first place.

Down with Baal's house, his altars, his images;
down with them all, and let the blood of his priests

be mingled with his sacrifices; for God had com-
manded that seducers to idolatry should be put to

death. Deut. 13. 5, 6.

5. The temple-service revived, v. 18, 19. This
had been neglected in the last reigns; the ])riest and
pi^ople wanting either power or zeal to keep it up,
wi.jn they had princes th it were disaffected to it.

But Jehoiada fiut the offices of the house of the Lord
into the proper course and proper hands again,

which in the late times hud been disturbed and in-

vaded. (1.) He appointed the priests to their

courses, for the due offering of sacrifices, according
to the law of Moses. (2.) The singers to their's,

according to the appointment of David. The sacri-

fices (it should seem) were offered Tjith rejoicing

and singing; and well they might be; ^itjoy in God
when we receive the atonement, Rom. 5. 11. (3.)
The porters were put in their respective posts as

David ordered, v. 19. and their office was to take
care that none who were upon any account ceremo-
nially unclean, should be admitted into the courts
of the temple.

6. The civil government re-established, v. 20.

They brought the king in state to his own palace,

and set him ufion the throne ofthe kingdom, to -jn e

law, and give judgment, cither in his own person, or

in Jehoiada his tutor. Tlius was this happy revolutiou

perfected; the geneiality of the people rejoiced in

it, the lest were quiet and made no opposition, v.

21. When the son of Da\ id is enthroned in the
soul, all is quiet, and springs of joy are opened.

CHAP. XXIV.
We have here the history'of the reign of Joash, the pro-

gress, and especially the period, of Hhich, was not of a

piece with its beginning, nor shone with so much lustre-

How wonderfully he was preserved for the throne, and
placed in it, we read bcl'ure; now here we are told how
he beifan in the spirit, bui ended in the flesh. I. In the

beginning of his time, while Jehoiada lived, he did well;

particularly, he look care to put the temple in good re-

pair, V. 1 . . 14. II. In the latter end of his time, after

Jehoiada's death, he apostatized from God, and his apos-

tasy was his ruin. 1. He setup the worship of Baal again,

V. 15 . . 18. though warned to the contrary, v. 19. 2. He
put Zechariah the prophrt to death, because he reproved
him for it, v. 20. .'22. 3. The judgments of God came
upon him for it. The Syrians invaded him, v. 23, 24.

He was struck with sore diseases; his own servants con-
spired against hini, and slew him; and, as a mark of infa-

my upon hiui, he was not burieJ in the burying-place ol

the kings, v. 25. . 27.

OASH was seven years old when he

be^an to reign ; and he reigned forty

yeais in Jerusalem. His mother's name also

ivas Zibiah of Beer-sheba. 2. And Joash

did that ivhich teas right in the sight of the

Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest. 3.

And Jehoiada took for iiim two wives ; and
he begat sons and daughters. 4. And it

came to pass after this, that Joash was
minded to repair tht- house of the Lord. 5.

And he gathered toginher the priests and
the Levites, and saitl to them, Go out unto

the cities of Judah, and gat her of all Israel

money to repair the. house of your God from

year to year, and st>e that ye hasten the

matter. Howbeit the Levites hastened //

not. 6. And the king called for Jehoiada

the chief, and said unto him, Why hast thou

not required of the L^evites to bring in, out

ofJudah and out ofJerusalem, the collection,

according to the commandinent of Moses the

servant of the Lord, and of the congregation

of Israel, for the tabernacle of witness ? 7.

For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked wo
man, had broken up the house of God ; and
also all the dedicated things of the house of

the Lord did they bestow upon Baalim. 8.

And at the king's commandment they made
a chest, and set it without at the gate of the

house of the Lord. 9. And they made a

proclamation through Judah and Jerusalem,

to bring in to the Lord the collection that

Moses the servant of God laid upon Israel

in the wilderness. 10. And all the princes

and all the people rejoiced, and brought in,

and cast into the chest, until they had made
an end. 1 1. Now it came to pass, that at

what time the chest was brought unto the
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king's office by the hand of the Levites, and
wliiMi they saw that tlwve was much money,
the king's scribe and the liigh priest's officer

came and emptied the chest, and took it,

and carried it to his place again. Thus they
did day by day, and gathered money in

abundance. 12. And the king and Jehoia-

da gave it to such as did the work of the ser-

vice of the house of the Lord, and hired

masons and carpenters to repair the house
of the Lord, and also such as wrought iron

and brass to mend the house of the Lord.
1 3. So the workmen wrought, and the work
was perfected by them, and they set the

house of God m his state, and strengthened
it. 14. And when they had finished it, they

brought the rest of the money before the king
and Jelioiada, whereof were made vessels

for the house of the Lord, even vessels to

minister, and to offer withal, and spoons,
and vessels of gold and silver : and they of-

fered burnt-offerings in the house of the

Lord continually all the days of Jehoiada.

This account of Joash's ^ood beginnings we had,
as it stands here, 2 Kings 12. 1, &c. though the 1 it-

er p irt of this chapter, concerning his apostasy,
we had little of there. What is good in men we
should take all occasions to speak of, and often re-
peat it; what is evil we should make mention of but
sparingly, and no more than is needful.
We shall here only observe,

1. That it is a happy thing for young people,
when they are setting out in the wcrld, to be under
the direction of those that are wise and good, and
faithful to them, as Joash was under the influence
of Jehoiada, during whose time he did that ivhic/i

ivas right. Let those that are young, reckon it a
blessing to them, and not a burthen and check upon
them, to have those with them, that will caution
them against that which is evil, and advise and
quicken them to that which is good: and let them
reckon it not a mark of weakness and subjection,

bu". of wisdom and discetion, to hearken to such.
He that will not be counselled, c:mnot be helped. It

is especially prudent for young people to take advice
in their man-iages, as Joash did, who left it to his
guardian to choose him his wives, because Jezebel
and Athaliah had been such plagues, -v. 3. That is

a tuiTi of life, which often proves either the making
or marring of young people, and therefore should
be attended to with great care.

2. Men may go far in the external performances
of religion, and keep long to them, merely by the
power of their education, and influence of their
friends, who yet have no hearty affection for divine
things, nor any inward relish of them. Foreign
inducements may push men on to that which is

good, who are not actuated by a living principle of
grace in their hearts.

3. In the shows of devotion, it is possible that
those who have only the form of godliness, may out-

strip those who have the power of it. Joash is more
solicitous and more zealous about the repair of the
temple than Jehoiada himself, whom he reproves
for his remissness in that matter, v. 6. It is easier
to build temples than to be temples to God.

4. The repairing of churches is a good work,
which all in their places should promote, for the
decency and conveniency of religious assemblies.
The learned tell us, that in the christian church,

anciently, part of the tithes were applied that way.
5. Many a good work would be done that now

lies undone, if there were but a few active men to
stir in it and put it forward. When Joash found
that money did not come in as he expected one
way, he tried another way, and that answered the
intention. Many have honesty enough to follow,
that have not zeal enough to lead, in that which is

good. The throwing of money into a chest, through
a hole in the lid of it, was a way that had not been
used before, and perhaps the very novelty of the
thing made it a successful expedient for the" raising
of money; a great deal was thrown in, and with a
great deal of cheerfulness; they all rejoiced, v. 10.

An invention to please people's humour may some-
times bring them to their duty. Wisdom herein is

profitable to direct.

6. Faithfulness is the greatest praise, and will be
the greatest comfort, ot those that are intrusted
with public treasure, or employed in public busi-
ness. The king and Jehoiada faithfully paid the
money to the workmen, who faithfully did the
work, V. 12, 13.

15. But Jehoiada waxed old, and was
full of days when he died; a hundred and
thirty years old 7vas lie when he died. 16.

And they buried him in the city of David
among the kings, because he had done good
in Isiael, both towards God, and towards
his house. 17. Now after the death of
Jehoiada came the princes of Judah and
made obeisance to the king: then the king
hearkened unto them. 18. And they left

the house of the Lord God of their fathers,

and served groves and idols: and wrath
came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this

their trespass. 19. Yet he sent prophets to

them, to bring them again unto the Lord
;

and they testified against them : but they
would not give ear. 20. And the Spirit of
God came upon Zechariah the son of Jeho-
iada the priest, which stood anove the peo-
ple, and said unto them, Thus saith God,
Why transgress ye the commandments of
the Lord, that ye cannot prosper? Because
ye have forsaken the Lord, he hath also

forsaken you, 21. And they conspired
against him, and stoned him with stones,

at the commandment of the king, in the
court of the house of the Lord. 22. Thus
Joash the king remembered not the kindness
which Jehoiada his father had done to him,
but slew his son : and when he died, he said,

The Lord look upon it, and require it. 23.

And it came to pass, at the end of the year,
that the host of Syria came up against him

:

and they came to Judah and Jerusalem, and
destroyed all the princes of the people from
among the people, and sent all the spoil of
them unto the king of Damascus. 24. For
the army of the Syrians came with a small
company ofmen, and the Lord delivered a
veiy great host into their hand, because they
had forsaken the Lord God of their fathers'
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Ro they executed judg;nient against Joasli.

-5. And when they were departed from him
(for they left liim in great diseases,) his own
servants conspired against him, for the blood

of the sons of Jehoiada the priest, and slew
him on his bed, and he died : and they bu-

ried him in the city of David, but they buri-

ed him not in the sepulchres of the kings.

2G. And these are they that conspired against

him ; Zabad the son of Shimeath an Am-
monitess, and Jehozabad the son of Shimrith

a Moabitess. 27. Now concerning his sons,

and the greatness of the burdens laid upon
him, and the repairing of the house of God,
behold, they are written in the story of the

book of the kings. And Amaziah his son
reigned in his stead.

We have here a sad account of the degeneracy
and apostasy of Joash. God had done great things
for him; he had done something for God; but he
proved \ingrateful to his God, and false to the en-
gagements he had laid himself under to him. Hoiv
is the gold become dim, and the most fine gold
changed! Here we find,

I. The occasions of his apostasy ; when he did
that which was right, it was not with a perfect
heart; lie never was sincere, never acted from a
principle, but in complaisance to Jehoiada, wholuid
helped him to the crown, and because he had been
protected in the temple, and rose upon the ruins
of idolatry. And therefore when the wind turned,
he turned with it.

1. His good counsellor left him, and was by death
removed from him. It was a mercy to him and his
kingdom that Jehoiada lived so long. One hundred
and thirty years, t. 15. By which it appears that
he was born in Solomon's time, and had lived six

entire reigns before this. It was an encouragement
to him to go on in that good way whicli Jehoiada
had trained him up in, to see what honour was done
to Jehoiada at his death: they buried him among
the kings, with this honourable encomium, perhaps
it was part of the inscription on his grave-stone,
that he had done good in Israel. Judah is called
Israel, because the other tribes having revolted
from God, tliey only were Israelites indeed. Note,
It is the greatest honour to do good in our genera-
tions; and those who do that which is good, .thall

have praise of the same. He had done good toward
God; not that any man's goodness can extend unto
him, but he had done good toward his house, in

reviving the temple-service, ch. 23. 8. Note,
Those do the greatest good to their country, that
lay out themselves in their places to promote reli-

gion. Well, Jehoiada finished his course with
honour; but the little religion that Joash had was all

buried in his grave, and after his death, both king and
kingdom miserably degenerated. See how much one
head may sustain, and what a great judgment to any
f>rince or people, the death of godly, zealous, use-
ul, men is. See how necessary it is that, as our
Saviour speaks, we have salt in ourselves, that we
act in religion from an inward principle, which will

carry us on through all changes. Then the loss of

a parent, a minister, a friend, will not be the losing
of^our religion.

2. Bad counsellors got about him, insinuated
themselves into his affections, wheedled him, flat-

tered him, made obeisance to him, and, instead of
condoling, congratulated him upon the death of his

old tutor, as his release from the discipline he had

I

been so long under, unworthy a man, a king. Thev
jj

tell him he must be priest-ridden no longer, iie is

I;
now discharged from grave lessons and restraints,
he may do as he pleases: and (would you think it.>)

the piinces of Judah were the men that were so
industrious as to debauch him, v. 17. His father
and grandfather were corrupted by the house ol
jihab, from whom no better could be expected.
But that the princes oi Judah should be seducers to
their king, was very sad. But they that incline to
the counsels of the ungodly, will never want un-
godly counsellors. They made obeisance to the
king, flattered him into an opinion of his absolute
power, promised to stand by him in making his
royal will and pleasure pass for a laAV, any divine
precept or institution to the contrary in i'.ny wise
notwithstanding. And he hearkened to them : their
discourse pleased him, and was more agreeable
than Jehoiada's dictates used to be. Princes, and
inferior people, have been many a time thus flat-

tered into their ruin by those who have promised
them liberty and dignity, but who have really
brought them into the greatest servitude and dis-
grace.

II. The apostasy itself, v. 18, They left the house
of God, and served groves and idols. 1 he princes,
it is likely, had a request to the king, which they
tell him they durst not offer while Jehoiada lived;
but now they hope it will give no offence; it is, that
they may set up the groves and idols again, which
were thrown down in the beginning of his reign, for
they hate to be always confined to the dull old-
fashioned service of the temple. And he not only
gave them leave to do it themselves, but he joined
witli them. The king and princes, who, fi while
ago, were repairing the temple, now forsook the
temple; who had pulled down groves and idols, now
themselves served them. So inconsistent a thing
is man, and so little confidence to be put in him

!

III. The aggravations of this apostasy, and the
additions of guilt to it. God sent prophets to them,
V. 19. to reprove them for their wickedness, and to
tell them what would be in the end thereof, and so
to bring them again unto the Lord. It is the work
of niinisters to bring people, not to themselves, hut
to Cind; tn bring those again to him, who have gone
a whoring from him. In the most degenerate times,
God left not himselfwithout a witness; though they
had dealt very disingenuously with God, yet he sent
prophets to them, to convince and instruct them,
and to assure them that they should find fnou"
with him, if yet they would return: for he wrulrl

rather sinners should turn and live than go on and
die; and they that perish, shall be left inexcusable.
The prophets did their part, they testified against
them; hut few or none received their testimony.

1. They slighted all the prophets, they would
not give ear; they were so strangely wedded to their
idols, that no reproofs, warnings, threatenings, or
any of the various methods which the prophets took
to convince them, would reclaim them. Few would
hear them, fewer would heed them, but fewest of

all would believe them or be governed by them.
2. Thev slew one of the most eminent; Zechariah

the son ofJehoiada, and perhaps others. Concern
ing him observe,

(1.) The message which he delivered to them in

the name of God, v. 20. The people were assem-
bled in the court of the temple, (for they had not

quite left it,) on occasion, probably of some solemn
feast, when this Zechariah, being filled with the
spirit of prophecy, and known (it is likely) to be a
prophet, stood up in some of the desks that were in

the court of the priests, and very plainly, but with^
out any provoking language, told the people of their

sin, and what would be the consequences of it. He
does not impeach any particular persons, nor pre
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diet any prirticular judgments, as sometimes the
prophets did, but as inoffensively as possible re-

minded them of what was written in the law. Let
them but look, into their Bibles, and there they
would find, [1.] The precept they broke; "Ve
transgress the commandments of the Lord, you
know you do so in serving groves and idols; and
why will you so offend God and wrong yourselves?"

[2. J The penalty they incurred; "You know if the

•word of God be true, you cannot prosper in this

evil way; never expect to do ill, and fare well.

Nay, you find already that because you have for-
saken the Lord he hath forsaken you, as he told

you he would," Deut. 29. 25..31. 16, 17. This is

the work of ministers, by the word of God, as a

lamp, and a light, to discover the sin of men, and
expound the providences of God.

(2.) The barbarous treatment they gave him for

his k.ndness and faithfulness in delivering this mes-
sage to them, -v. 21. By the conspiracy of the

princes, or some of their party, and by the com-
mandment of the king, who thought himself af-

fronted by this fair Avarning, they stoned him to

death immediately; not, under colour of law, ac-

cusing him as a blasphemer, a traitoi-, or a false

prophet, but in a popular tumult, in the court of the

house of the Lord—as horrid a piece of wickedness
as perhaps any we read of in all the history of the
kings. The person was sacred, a priest; tha place
sacred, the court of the temple, tne inner court,

between the porch and the altar; the ?nessage yet

more sacred, we have reason to think that they
knew it came from the spirit of prophecy; the re-

proof was just, the warning fair, both backed with
scripture, and the delivery very gentle and tender;
and yet so impudently and daringly do they defy
God himself, that nothing less than the blood of the
prophet can satisfy their indignation at the prophe-
cy. Be astonished, O heavens, at this, and tremble,

O earth, that ever such a villany should be commit-
ted by men, by Israelites, in contempt and violation

of every thing that is just, honourable, and sacred!

That a king, a king in covenant with God, should
rommand the murder of one whom it was his office

to protect and countenance! The Jews say. There
were seven transgressions in this; for they killed a

priest, a prophet, a judge, they shed innocent blood,

polluted the court of the temple, the sabbath, and
the day of expiation; for, on that day, their tradi-

tion says, this happened.
(3.) The aggravation of this sin; that this Zecha-

riah, who suffered martyrdom for his faithfulness

to God and his country, was the son of Jehoiada,
who had done so much good in Israel, and particu-
larly had been as a father to Joash, v. 22. The
affront done by it to God, and the contempt put on
religion, are not so particularly taken notice of, as

the ingratitude there was in it to the memory of

Jehoiada. He remembered not the kindness of the
father, but slew the son for doing his duty, and what
the father would have done, if he had been there.

Call a man ungrateful, and you can call him no
worse.

(4. ) The dying martyr's prophetical imprecation
of vengeance upon his murderers; The Lord look

upon it, and require it! This came not from a
spirit of revenge, but a spirit of prophecy; Ne ivill

require it. This would be the continued cry of the
blood they shed, as Abel's blood cried against Cain:
"Let the God to whom vengeance belongs, demand
blood for blood. " He will do it, for he is righteous.

This precious blood was reckoned for quickly in

the judgments that came upon this apostate prince;

it came into the account afterward in the destruc-

tion of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans: their misusing
of the prophets was that which brought upon them
ruin without remedy, ch. 36. 16. nay, our Saviour

makes the persecutors of him and his gospel an-
swerable for the blood of this Zechariah; so loud,

so long, does the blood of the martyrs cry, see

Matth. 23. 35. such as this is the cry of the soul

under the altar. Rev. 6. 10, How long ere thou
avenge our blood? For it shall not always go un-
revenged.

Lastly, The judgments of God which came upon
Joash for this aggra\ ated wickedness of his.

1. A small army of Syrians made themselves mas-
ters of Jerusalem, destroyed the princes, plundered
the city, and sent the spoil of it to Damascus, v. 23,
24. God's people, while thty kept in with God,
had often been conquerors, when the enemy had
the advantage of the greater number; but now, on
the contrary, an inconsiderable handful of Syrians
routed a very great host of Israelites, becaui^e they
had forsaken the Ijjrd God of their fathers; -Kid

then they were not only put upon the level with
their enemies, but opposed them with the utmost
disadvantage; for their God not only departed from
them, but turned to be their enemy and fought
against them. The Syrians were employed as in-

struments in God's hand to execute Judgnienls
against Joash, though they little thought so, Isa
10. 6, 7. and see Deut. 32. 30.

2. God smote him with great diseases of body, cr

mind, or both; either like his grandfather, ch. 21.

18. or like Saul, an e\il spirit from God troubling
him. While he was plagued with the Syrians, he
thought that if he could but get clear of them, he
should do well enough. But before they dei)arted
fr.im him, God smote him with diseases. If ven-
geance pursue men, the end of one trouble will but
be the beginning of another.

3. His own servants #)nspired against him. Per-
haps he began to hope his disease would be cured,
he was but a middle-aged man, and might recover
it; but he that coineth up out of the pit, shall fall
into the snare; when he thought he should escape
death by sickness, he met it by the sword; they
slew him in his bed, for the blood of the sons of Je-

hoiada; by which it should seem that he did not
only slay Zechariah, but others of the sons of Je-

hoiada for his sake. Perhaps they that slew him,
intended to take vengeance for that blood; this, how-
ever, was what God intended, in permitting them
to do it. Those that drink the blood of the saints,

shall ha\e their own blood given them to drink, for

they are worthy. The regicides are here named,
V. 26. and it is observable that the mothers of them
both were foreigners, one an Ammonitess, and the
other a Moabitess. The idolatrous kings, it is like-

ly, countenanced those marriages which the law
prohibited for the prevention of idolatry; and see

how they resulted in their own destruction.

4. His people would not bury him in the sepul-

chres of the kings, because he had stained his ho-
nour by his mal-administration. Let him not be

ivritten with the righteous, Ps. 69. 28. These judg-
ments are called the burdens laid upon him, v.

27. for the wrath of God is a heavy burthen, too

heavy for any man to bear. Or it may be meant of

the threatenings denounced against him by the pro-
phets, for those are called burdens; usually God sets

some special marks of his displeasure upon apos-
tates, in this life, for warning to all to remember
Lot's wife.

CHAP. XXV.
Amaziah's reign is recorded in this chapter; none of the

worst, and yet far from good. Most of the passages in

this chapter we had before more briefly related, 2 Kings
14. Here we find Amaziah, \. A just revenger cf his

father's death, V. 1..4. II. An obedient observer of the

command of Gcul, v. 5.. 10. III. A cruel conqueror of

the Edomitci. v. II . . 13. IV. A faolish v/orshipper of
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the gods of Edom, and impatient of reproof for it, v.

I4. . 16. V. Rashly challenging the king of Israel, and
smarting for his rashness, v. 17 . . 24. And lastly, ending
his days ingloriously, v. 25 . . 28.

1.4 MAZIAH icas twenty and five years

jt\. old whe7i lie began to reign ; and he
reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem

:

and his mother's name tras Jehoaddan of
Jerusalem. 2. And he did that which was
right in the sight oi' the Lord, but not with
a perfect heart. 3. Now it came to pass,

when the kingdom was established to him,

that he slew his servants that had killed the

king his father : 4. But he slew not their

children, but did as it is written in the law
in the book of Moses, where the Loud com-
manded, saying. The fathers shall not die

for the children, neither shall the children

die for the fathers, but every man shall die

for his own sin. 5. Moreover, Amaziah
gathered Judah together, and made them
captains over thousands, and captains over

hundreds, according to the houses of their

fathers, throughout all Judah and Benjamin

:

and he numbered them from twenty years old

and above, and found them three hundred
thousand choice men, able to go forth to war,
that could handle spea#,and shield. 6. He
hired also a hundred thousand mighty men of

valour out of Israel for a hundred talents of

silver. 7. But there came a man of God to

him, saying, O king, let not the army of Is-

rael go with thee ; for the Lord is not with
Israel, to wit, with all the children of

Ephraim. 8. But if thou wilt go, do //, be
strong for the battle ; God shall make thee

fall before the enemy : for God hath power
to help, and to cast down. 9. And Ama-
ziah said to the man of God, But what shall

we do for the hundred talents which ] have
given to the army of Israel ? And ^he man
of God answered. The Lord is able to give

thee much more tlian this. 1 0. Then Ama-
ziah separated them, to wit, the army that

was come to him out of Ephraim, to go
home again: wherefore their anger was
greatly kindled against Judah, and they re-

turned home in great anger. 11. And Ama-
ziah strengthened himself, and led forth his

people, and went to the valley of Salt, and
smote of the children of Seir ten thousand.
12. And other ten thousand left alive did

the children of Judah carry away captive,

and brought them unto the top of the rock,
and cast them down from the top of the

rock, that they all were broken in pieces.

13. But the soldiers of the army which
Amaziah sent back, that they should not
go with him to battle, fell upon the cities of
Judah, from Samaria even unto Beth-horon,

and smote three thousand of them, and took
much spoil.

Here is,

I. The general character of Amaziah, He did
that ivhich was right in the eyes of the Lord, wor-
shipped the true God, kept the temple-service
a-going, and countenanced religion in his kingdom;
but he did not do it with a perfect heart, v. 2. that
is, he was not a man of serious piety or devotion
himself, nor had he any zeal for the exercises of re-
ligion. He was no enemy to it, but a cool and in-

different friend. Such is the character of too many
in this Laodicean age: they do that which is good,
but not witli the heart, not with a perfect heart.

H. A necessary piece of justice which he did upon
the traitors that murdered his father; he put them
to death, v. 3. Though we should suppose they
intended to a\ enge on their king the death of the.

prophet, as was intimated, ch. 24. 25. yet that
wduld by no means justify their wickedness; foi

they were not the avengers, but presumptuously
took Ciod's work out of his hands. And therefore
Amaziali did what became him, in calling them to
an account for it; but kept within the rule of that
law which forbade the putting of the children to
death for the parents' sin, v. 4.

HI. An expedition of his against the Edomites,
who, some time ag \ had revolted from under the
dominion of Judah, to which he attempted to reduce
them. Observe,

1. The great preparation he made for this expe-
dition. (1.) He mustered his own forces, and mar-
shalled them, V. 5. and found Judah and Benjamin
in all but 300,000 men, that were fit for war, where-
as, in Jehoshaphat's time, 50 or 60 years before
they were four times as many; sin weakens a peo-
ple, diminishes them, dispirits them, and lessens
their number and figure. (2.) He hired auxiliary
ti'oops out of the kingdom of Israel, v. 6. Finding
his own kingdom defective in men, he thought to

make it up with his money, and therefore took into

his pay 100,000 Israelites. If he had advised with
any of his pi-ophets befi re he did this, or had but
considered how little any of his ancestors got by
their alliances wiih Israel, he would not have had
this to undo again. But rashness makes work for

repentance.
2. The command which God sent him by a pro-

phet to dismiss out of his service the forces of Israel,

V. 7, 8. He would not have him call in any assis-

tance at all, it looked like distrust of God; if he
made sure of his presence, the army he had of his
own, was sufficient; but particularly, he must not
take in their assistance, jor the Lord is not with the

children of Efihraim, because they are not with him.
but worship the cal\ es. This was a good reason
why he should not make use of them, because he
could not depend upon them to do him any service.

What good could be expected from them that had
not God with them; nor his blessing upon their un-
dertakings? It is comfortable to employ those who,
we have reason to hope, have an interest in heaven;
and dangerous to associate with those from whom
the Lord is departed. The prophet assured him
that if he persisted in his resolution to take these
idolatrous apostate Israelites with him, in hopes
thereby to make himself strong for the battle, it was
at his peril, they would prove a dead weight to his

army, would sink and betray it; " God shall make
thee fall before the enemy, and these Israelites w'

'

be the ruin of thy cause; for God has power to help
thee without them, and to cast thee down, though
thou hast them with thee."

3. The objection which Amaziah made against

this command, and the satisfactory answer which
the prophet gave to that objection, v, 9. The king
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had remitted 100 talents to the men of Israel for ad-

vance-money. "Now," says he, "if 1 send them
back, I shall lose thai; oui: wnai snail we do fur
the hundred taifv.t^^?" This is an oojjction men of-

ten make against their duty, they are afraid of losing

by it. " Regard not tliat," says the prophet, " (he

liord is abie co give i-nce much more than this; and,

thou mivest depend upon it, he •.viU not see thee

lose by him. What is one hunflr^'i talents between
thee ana him ? He has ways enougli to make up
the loss to thee: it is below thee to speak of it."

Note, A firm belief of (iod's all-sufficiency to bear
lis out in our duty, and t > make up all the loss and
damage we sustain in his ser\ ice abundantly to our

advantage, will m.ke his yoke very easy, and his

burthen very light. What is it to trust in God, but

to be willing to vcntut'c the loss of any thing for

him, in confidence of the goodness of the security

he gives us that we shall not lose by him, but that it

shall be made up to us in kind or kindness. When
•we grudge to part with any thing for (rod and our
religion, this should satisfy us, that God is able to

give us much more th in this. He is just, and he
is good, and he is solvent. The king lost 100 ta-

lents by his obedience; and we find just that sum
given to his grandson Jotham as a present, ch. "27.

5. t'liMi the principal was repaid; and, for interest,

10,000 measures of wheat, and as many of barley.

4. His obedience to the command of God, which
is upon record, to his honour. He would rather
lose his money, disobl ge his allies, and dismiss a

fourth part of his army just as they were going to

take the field, than offend God. He se/iarated the

army of Efihraim, to go home again, t. 10. And
they went home in great anger, taking it as a great

affront thus to be made fools of, and to be cnshiered
as men not fit to be employed, and being, perhaps,
disappointed of the advantages they promised them-
selves in spoil and plunder, by joining with Judah
against Edom. Men are apt to resent that which
touches them in their y)rnfit vr reputation, though it

frees them from trouble.

5. His triumphs over the Edomites, v. 11, 12.

He left dead upon the spot, in the field of battle,

10,000 men, 10,000 more he took prisoners, and
barbarously killed them by throwing them down
some deep and craggy precipice. What provoca-
tion he had to exercise this cruelty toward them, we
are not told; but it was certainly very severe.

6. The mischief which the disbanded soldiers of

Israel did to the cities of Judah, either in their re-

turn or soon after, v. 13. They tonk it so ill to be
sent home, that if they might not go to share with
Judah in the spoil of Edom, they would make a

prey of Judah. Several cities that lay upon the
borders they plundered, and killed 3000 men that
made resistance. But why should God suffer this

t'l be done ^ Was it not in obedience to him that
thev were sent home; and vet shall the country suf-

fer by it? Surely God's way is in the sea! Did not
the prophet say that God was not with the children
of Ephraim, and yet they are suffered to prevail

against Judah.'' Doubtless God intended thereby to

chastise those cities of Judah for their idolatries,

which were found most in those parts that lay next
to Israel. The men of Israel had corrupted them,
and now they were made a plague to them: Satan
both tempts and torments.

1 4. Now it came to pass, after that Ama-
ziah was come from the slaughter of the

Edomites, that he brought the gods of the

children of Seir, and set them up to he his

gods, and bowed down himself before thi^ni,

and burned incense unto them. 1 5. Where-

fore the anger of the Lord was kindled

against Amaziah, and he sent unto him a
prophet, which said unto him, Why hast

thou sought after the gods of the people
which could not deliver their own people
out of thy hand ? 16. And it came to pass,

as he talked with iiim, that the king said un-
•lohim. Art thou made of the king's counsel?
forbear; why shouldest thou bo smitten?
Tii<?n the prophet forbare, and said, I know
that God hath determined to destroy thee,

because thou hast done this, and hast not
hearkened unto my counsel.

Here is, 1. The revolt of Amaziah from the God
of Israel to the gi ds of the Edomites. Egregious fol-

ly ! Ahaz worshipped the gods of those that had con-
quered him ; he had some little colour for that, ch.

28. 23. But to worship the gods of those whom he
had conquered, who could not protect their own
worshippers, was the greatest absurdity tliat could
be. What did lie see in the gods of the children of
Seir, that c( uld tempt him to set them up for his

gods, and bow down himself before them? v. 14. If
he had cast the idols down from the rock, and bro-
ken thtm to pieces, instead of the prisoners, he had
d sco\ered more of the piety, as well as more of the
pity, of an Israelite; but, perhaps, for that barba-
rous inhumanity, he was given up to this ridiculous
idr-latry.

2. The reproof which God sent to him, by a pro-
phet, for this sin. The anger of the Lord was kin-
dled against him, and justly; yet before he sent to
destroy him, he sent to convince and reclaim him,
and so to pre\ent his destruction. The prophet
reasoned with him very fairly, and very mildly;
]Vhy hast thou sought the favour of those gods
which could not deliver their own fieofile? v. 15. If
men would but duly consider the inability of all

those things to help them, which they have recourse
to when they forsake God, they would not be such
enemies to themselves.

3. The check he gave to the reprover, x'. 16. He
could say nothing in excuse of his own folly; the re-
proof was too just to be answered; but he fell into a
passion with the reprover; (1.) He taunted him as
saucy and impertinent, and meddling with that
which did not belong to him; jirt thou made of the
king's counsel? Could not a man speak reason to
him, but he must be upbraided as usurping the
place of a privy-counsellor? But, as a prophet, he
really was made of the king's counsel by the King
of kings, in duty to whom, the king Avas bound not
only to hear, but to ask and take his counsel. (2.)
He silenced him; bade him forbear, and say not a
word more to him. He said to the Seer, See not,
Isa. 30. 10. Men woidd gladly have their prophets
thus under their girdles, as we say, to speak just
when and what they would have them speak, and
not otherwise. (3.) He threatened him, "Why
shouldest thou be smitten? It is at thy peril, if thou
sayest a word more of this matter." He seems to
remind him of Zechariah's fate in the last reign,
who was put to death for making bold with the king;
and bids him take warning by him. Thus he jus-

tifies the killing of that prophet by menacing this,

and so, in effect, makes himself guilty of the blood
of both. The prophet who had ordered him to send
back the army of Israel, though he contradicted his
politics, and lost him 100 talents, yet he hearkened
to, and was ruled by, v. 10. But this prophet, who
dissuaded him from Avorshipping the gods of the
Edomites. he ran upon with an unaccountable rage;
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which must be attributed to the witchcraft of idola-

try. He was easily persuaded to part with his ta-

lents of silver, but by no means with his gods of

silver.

4. The doom which the prophet passed upon him
for this. He had more to say to him by the way of

instruction and advice; but, finding him obstinate in

his iniquity, he forbare. He is joined to idols; let

him alone, Hos. 4. 17. Miserable is the condition

of that man with whom the blessed Spirit, by min-
isters and conscience, forbears to strive. Gen. 6. 3.

And both the reprovers in the gate, and that in the

bosom, if long brow-beaten and baffled, will, at

length, forbear; so I gave them ufi to their own
hearths lusts. The secure sinner, perhaps, values

himself upon it as a noble and happy achievement to

have silenced his reproveis and monitors, and to

get clear of them; but what comes of it? / know
that God has determined to destroy thee; it is a

plain indication that thou art marked for ruin, that

thou hast done this, and hast not hearkened to my
counsel. They that are deaf to reproof, are ripen-

ing apace for destruction, Prov. 29. 1.

17. Then Amaziah king of Judah took

advice, and sent to Joash the son of Jehoa-

haz, the son of Jehu king of Israel, saying.

Come, let us see one another in the face.

18. And Joash king of Israel sent to Amazi-
ah king of Judah, saying, The thistle that

was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that ivas

in Lebanon, saying. Give thy daughter to

my son to wife : and there passed by a wild

beast that was in Lebanon, and trode down
the thistle. 1 9. Thou sayest, Lo, thou hast

smitten the Edomites, and thy heart lifteth

thee up to boast ; abide now at home, why
shouldest thou meddle to thij hurt, that thou

shouldest fall, eve7i thou, and Judah with

thee? 20. But Amaziah would not hear;

for it came of God, that he might deliver

them into the h?ind of their ewe?;H'es, because

they sought after the gods of Edom. 2 1 . So
Joash the king of Israel went up, and they

saw one another in the face, both he and
Amaziah king of Judah, at Beth-shemesh,

which belongeth to Judah. 22. And Judah
was put to the worse before Israel ; and
they fled every man to his tent. 23. And
jMish the king of Israel took Amaziah king

01 Judah, the son of Joash, the son of Jeho-

ahaz, at Beth-shemesh, and brought him to

Jerusalem, and brake down the wall of Je-

rusalem, from the gate of Ephraim to the

corner gate, four hundred cubits. 24. And
he took all the gold and the silver, and all

the vessels that were found in the house of

God with Obed-edom, and the treasures of

the king's house, the liostages also, and re-

turned to Samaria. 25. And Amaziah, the

son of Joash king of Judah, lived after the

death of Joash, son of Jehoahaz king of Is-

rael, fifteen years. 26. Now the rest of the

acts of Amaziah, first and last, behold, arc

they not written in the book of the Kings

of Judah and Israel ? 27. Now after the

time that Amaziah did turn away from fol-

lowing the Lord, they made a conspiracy

against him in Jerusalem; and he fled to

Lachish : but they sent to Lachish after

him, and slew him there. 28. And they

brought him upon horses, and buried him
with his fathers in the city of Judah.

We have here this degenerate prince mortified

by his neighbour, and murdered by his own sub-
jects.

1. Never was proud prince more thoroughly mor-
tified than Amaziah was by Joash king of Israel.

This part of the story was as fully related, 2 Kings
14. 8, &c. as it is here—The foolish challenge
which Amaziah sent to Joash, v, 17. his haughty
scornful answer to it, v. 18. with the friendly ad-
vice he gave him to sit still and know when he was
well off, V. 19. his wilful persisting in his challenge,

T'. 20, 21. the defeat that was given him, v. 22. and
the calamity he brought upon himself and his city

thereby, v. 23, 24. Now this story verifies two of

Solomon's proverbs, (1.) That a man's firide will

bring him low, Prov. 29. 23. it goes before his de-
struction, not only procures it meritoriously, but is

often the immediate occasion of it. He that exalt-

eth himself shall be abased. (2. ) That he that goes
forth hastily to strive, will, probably, not know
what to do in the end thereof, when his neighbour
has put him to shame, Prov. 25. 8. He that is fond
of contention, may have enough of it, sooner than
he thinks of.

But there are two passages in this story, which
we had not before in the Kings. [l.J That Ama-
ziah took advice, before he challenged the king of

Israel, v. 17. But of whom? Not of the prophet,

he was not made of the king's counsel; but of his

statesmen that would flatter him, and bid him go
up and prosper. It is good to take advice, but then

it must be of those that are fit to advise us. Those
that will not take advice from the word of God,
which would guide them aright, will justly be left to

the bid advice ot those that will counsel them to

their destrncuon. Let those be made fools, that

will not be made wise. [2.] Amaziah 's imprudence
is here made the punishment of his impiety, v. 20.

It wan ofthe Lord; he left liim to himself to act thus

foolishly, that he and his people might be delivered

into the hands of their e?iemies, because they had for-

saken God, and sought after the gods of Edom.
They that will not be persuaded to do well for their

souls, will justly be gi\ en up to their own counsels

to do ill for themselves even in their outward af-

fairs.

2. Never was poor prince more violently pursued

by his own subjects; from the time that he departed

from the Lord, (so it may be read, v. 27.) the

hearts of V\s subjects departed from him, and they

began to form a design against him in Jerusalem.

It is probable that they were exasperated against

him more for his rash engaging in a war against

Israel, than for his worshipping the gods of Edom.
But at length, the ferment grew so high, and he

perceived the plot to be hiid so deep, that he
thought fit to quit his royal city, and flee to La-
chish, either as a private jjlace where he might be

hid, or as a strong place where he might be guard-

ed; but they sent after him thither, and slew him
there. By this it seems to have been done delibe-

rately, and to have been the act, not of a disgusted

servant or two, but of a considerable body that durst

avow it. How unrighteous soever they were her<=-

in, ( od was righteous.
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CHAP. XXVx
Tnis chapter gives us an account of the reign of Uzziah,

(Azariah he was called in the Kings,) more fully than
we had it before; though it was long, and in some re-

spects illustrious, yet it was very briefly related, 2 Kings
14.21.—15. 1, &c. Here is, I. His good character in

general, v. 1 . . 5. II. His great prosperity in his wars,
nis buildings, and all the affairs of his kingdom, v. 6 . . 15.

III. His presumption in invading the priests' office, for

which he was struck with a leprosy, and confined by it,

v. 16 . .21. even to his death, v. 22, 23.

l.nnHEN all the people of Judah took

JL Uzziah, who was sixteen years old,

and made him king in the room of his father

Amaziah. 2. He built Eloth, and restored

it to Judah, after that the king slept with

his fathers. 3. Sixteen years old teas Uz-
ziah when he began to reign ; and he reign-

ed fifty and two years in Jerusalem. His
mother's name also was Jecoliah of Jerusa-

lem. 4. And he did that which was right

in the sight of the Lord, according to all

that his father Amaziah did. 5. And he
sought God in the daysof Zechariah, who
had understanding in the visions of God

;

and as long as he sought the Lord, God
made him to prosper. 6. And he went
forth, and warred against the Philistines,

and brake down the wall of Gath, and the

wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod,
and built cities about Ashdod, and among
the Philistines. 7. And God helped him
against the Philistines, and against the Ara-
bians that dwelt in Gur-baal, and the Mehu-
nims. 8. And the Ammonites gave gifts to

Uzziah : and his name spread abroad eveji to

the entering in of Egypt; for he strength-

ened himself exceedingly. 9. Moreover,
Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem, at the cor-

ner-gate, and at the valley-gate, and at the

turning of the tvall, and fortified them. 10.

Also he built towers in the desert, and dig-

ged many wells : for he had much cattle,

both in the low country and in the plains
;

husbandmen also, and vine-dressers in the

mountains, and in Carmel : for he loved
husbandry. 1 1 . Moreover, Uzziah had a
host of fighting men, that went out to war
by bands, according to the number of their

account by the hand of Jeiel the scribe, and
Maaseiah the ruler, under the hand of Ha-
naniah, one of the king's captains. 1 2. The
whole number of the chief of the fathers of

the mighty men of valour 7vere two thou-

sand and six hundred. 13. And under
their hand was an army, three hundred
thousand and seven thousand and five hun-

dred, that made war with mighty power, to

help the king against the enemy. 1 4. And
Uzziah prepared for them, throughout all

the host, shields, and spears, and helmets,

and haljergeons, and bows, and slings to
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cast stones. 1 5. And he made in Jerusa-

lem engines, invented by cunning men, to

be on the towers and upon the bulwarks,
to shoot arrows and great stones withal:

and his name spread far abroad ; for he was
marvellously helped till he was strong.

We have here an account of two things concern-
ing Uzziah:

I. His piety. In this he was not very eminent or
zealous; yet /le did that ivhich was right in the sight

of the Lord; he kept up ilie pure worship of the
true God, as his father did, and herein better than
his father—that we have no reason to think he ever
worshipped idols as his father did, no not in his lat-

ter davs, when his heart ivas lifted up. It is said,

V. 5, He sought God tn the days of Zechariah, who,
some think, was the son cf that Zechariah whom his
grandfather Joash slew. He was one that Iiad un-
derstanding in the visions of God; either the visions
which he himself was fa\ cured with, or the visions

of the preceding prophets. He was well versed in

prophecy, and conversed much with the upper
world, was an intelligent, devout, good, man; and,
it seems, had great influence with Uzziah. Happy
are the great men, who have such about them, and
are willing to be advised by them; but unhappv
those, who seek God only while they ha\e such
with them, and have not a principle in themselves
to bear them out to the end.

II. His prosperity. In generd, as long as he
sought the Lord, and minded religion, God made
him to firosper. Note, 1. Th( se only prosper, whnm
God makes to firosf^er; for prosperity is his gift.

2. Religion and piety are friendly to outward pros-
perity. Many have found and owned this, that as
long as they sought the Lord, and kept close to

their duty, they prospered; but since they forsook
God, every thing has gone cross.

Here are several particular instances of his pros-
perity.

(1.) His success in his wars. God helped him,
(t. 7.) and then he triumphed over the Philistines,

those old enemies of God's i)cople, demolished the
fortifications of their cities, and put garrisons of his
own among them, x<. 6. He obliged the Ammon-
ites to pay him tnbute, v. 8. He made all quiet
about him, and kept them in awe.

(2.) The greatness of his fame and reputation.

His name was celebrated throughout all the neigh-
bouring countries, v. 8. and it was a good name, a
name for good things w-ith God and good people.
This is true fame, and makes a man truly honour-
able.

(3.) His buildings. While he acted offensivelv

abroad, he did not neglect the defence of his king-
dom at hon>e, but built towers in Jerusalein, and
fortified themy v. 9. Much of the wall of Jerusa-
lem was, in his father's time, broken down, par-
ticularly at the comer gate, ch. 25. 23. probably,
his father had repaired it, but he, to prevent the
like mischief for the future, fortified it, and built a
tower at the comer gate. But his best fortification

of Jerusalem was his close adherence to the worship
of God, which if his father had not forsaken, the
wall of Jerusalem had not been broken down.
While he fortified the city, he did not forget the
country, but built towers m the desert too, v. 10. to
protect the country people from the inroads of the
phmderers, bands of which sometimes alarmed
them and plundered them, as ch. 21. 16.

(4.) His husbandr)'. He dealt much in cattle

and corn, employed manj^ hands, and got much
wealth by it, for he took a pleasure in it, he loved
husbandry, v. 10. and, probably, did himself iiv-
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spect his affairs in the country, which was no
disparagement to him, but an advantage, as it

encouraged industry among his subjects. It is

an honour to the husbandman's calUng, that one
of the must illustrious princes of the house of

David followed it and loved it. He was none of

those that delight in war, nor did he addict himself
to sport and pleasure, but delighted in the innocent

and quiet employments of the husbandman.
(5. ) His standing armies. He had, as it should

seem, two military establishments. [1.] A host of
JiglUing men that were to mt^ke excursions abroad,

they went out to war by bands, v. 11. They fetch-

ed in spoil from the neighbouring countries by way
of reprisal for the depredations they had so often

made upon Judah. [2.] Another army {or guards
and garrisons, that were ready to defend the coun-

try in case it should be invadei, x'. 12, 13. So great

were their number and valour, that they made war
with mighty flower; no enemy durst f ice them, or,

at least, could stand before them. Men unarmed
can do little in war; Uzziah therefore furnished

himself with a great armory, whence his soldiers

were supplied with arms offensive and defensive, v,

14. spears, bows, and slings, shields, helmets, and
habergeons; swords are not mentioned, because it

is probable that every man had a sword of his own,
which he wore constantly. Engines were invented,

in his time, for annoying besiegers with darts and
stones shot from the towers and bulwarks, t. 15.

What pity it is that the wars and fightings which
come from men's lusts, have made it necesary for

cunning men to employ their skill in inventing in-

struments of death

!

16. But when he was strong, his heart

was lifted up to his destruction : for he trans-

gressed against the Lord his God, and went
into the temple of the Lord to burn incense

upon the altar of incense. 17. And Aza-
riah the priest went in after him, and with

him fourscore priests of the Lord, that were

valiant men : 18. And they withstood IJz-

ziah the king, and said unto him, Itpertain-

eJh not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense

unto the Lord, but to the priests the sons

of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn in-

cense : go out of the sanctuary ; for thou
hast trespassed : neither shall it be for thine

honour from the Lord God. 19. Then
[Jzziah was wroth, and had a censer in iiis

!iand to burn incense; and while he was
wroth with the priests, the leprosy even
arose up in his forehead before the priests in

the house of the Lord, from beside the in-

cense-altar. 20. And Azariah the chief

priest, and all the priests, looked upon him,
and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead,

and they thrust him out from thence
; yea,

himself hasted also to go out, because the

Lord had smitten him. 21. And Uzziah
the king was a leper unto the day of his

death, and dwelt in a several house, being

a leper; for he was cut off from the house
of the Lord; and Jotham his son u:as over
the king's house, judging the people of the

land. 22. Now the rest of the acts of Uz-

ziah, first and last, did Isaiah the prophet,

the son of Amoz, write. 23. So Uzziah slept

with his fathers, and they buried him with
his fathers in the field of the burial which
belonged to the kings ; for they said. He is

a leper : and Jotham his son reigned in bis

stead.

Here is the only blot we find on the name of king
Uzziah, and it is such a one as lies not on any othri

of the kings. Whoredom, murder, oppression,
persecution, and especially idolatry, gave charac
ters to the bad kings, and some of them blemishes
to the good ones, David himself not excepted, wit
ness the matter of Uriah. But we find not Uzziah
charged with any of these; yet he transgressed
against the Lord his God, and fell under the marks
of his displeasure for it; not, as other kings, in vexR
tious wars or rebellions, but an incurable disease.

I. His sin was, invading the priests' office. The
good way is one, by-paths are many; the transgres-

sion of his predecessors was, forsaking the temple
of the Lord, and flying off from it, ch. 24. 18. and
burning incense upon idolattous altars, ch. 25. 14.

His transgression was, intruding into the temftle of
the Lord, further than was allowed him, and at-

tempting to burn incense ufion the a/^ar of God, for

which, it is likely, he pretended an extraordinary
zeal and affection. See how hard it is to avoid one
extreme, and not run into another.

1. That which was at the bottom of his sin, was,
pride of heart, a lust that ruins more than any other
whatever. When he was strong, v. 16. (and he was
marvellously helped by the good providence of God
till he was so, v. 15. ) when he was grown very great

and considerable in wealth, interest, and power,
instead of lifting up the name of God in gratitude

to him who had done so much for him, his heart

was lifted u/i to his destruction. Thus the pros-

perity of fools, by puflRng them up with pride,

destroys them. Now that he had done so much
business, and won so much honour, he began to think

no business, no honour, too great or too good for him;
no, not that of the priesthood. Men's pretending

to forbidden knowledge, and exercising themselves

in things too high for them, are owing to the pride

of their heart, and the fleshly mind thev are vainly

p. uffed up. with.

2. His sin was, going into the temple of the Lord
to burn incense; probably, on some solemn feast

day, or when he himself liad some special occasion

for supplicating the divine fa\our. What should

move him to this piece of presumption, or put it in-

to his head, I cannot conjecture: none of all his pre-

decessors, not the best, not the worst, attempted it:

the law, he knew, was express against him, and
there was no usage or precedent for him: he could

not pretend any necessity, as there was for David's

eating the show-bread, (l.) Perhaps he fancied the

priests did not do their office so dexterously, decent-

ly, and devoutly, as they ought, and he could do it

better. Or, (2.^ He observed that the idolatrous

kings did themselves burn incense at the altars of

their gods; his father did so, and Jeroboam, 1 Kings

13. 1. an ambition of which honour was perhaps one

thing that tempted them from the house or God,

where it was not permitted them; and he, being re-

solved to cleave to God's altar, would try to break

through this restraint, and come as near it as the

idolatrous kings did to their altars. But it is called

a transgression against the Lord his God. He wai
not content witli the honours God had put upon him,

Ijut would usurp those that were forbidden him,
like our first parents.

3. He was opposed in this attempt by the chief
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priest and other priests that attended and assisted

him, V. 17, J8. They were ready to burn incense
for the kin^, according to the duty of their place;
but if he offer to do it himself, they plainly let him
know that he meddles with that which does not be-
long to him, and it is at his peril. They did not re-

sist him by laying violent hands on him, though they
were valiant men, but by reasoning with him, and
showing him, (1.) That it was not lawful for him to

bum incense: "It apfiertaineth not to thee, O Uz-
ziah, but to the priests, whose birth-right it is, as
sons of Aaron, and who are consecrated to the ser-

vice." Aaron and his sons, were appointed by the
law to burn incense, Exod. 30. 7. See Deut. 33. 10.

1 Chron. 23. 13. David had blessed the people,
Solomon and Jehoshaphat had prayed with them
and preached to them; Uzziah might ha\e done
this, and it would have been to his pmise; but for

burning incense, that service was to be performed
by the priests only. The kingly and priestly offices

wei-e separated by the law of Moses, not to be united
again but in the person of the Messiah. If Uzziah
did intend to honour God, and gain acceptance with
him, in what he did, he was quite out in his aim;
for being a service purely of divine institution, he
could not expect it should be accepted, unless it

were done in the way, and by the hands, that God
had appointed. (2.) That it was not safe. It shall

nothe for thine ho?70ur from the Lord God; more
is implied; " It will be thy disgrace, and it is at thy
peril. " The law runs express against all strangers
that came nigh. Numb. 3. 10.—18. 7. that is, all

that were not priests. Korah and his accomplices,
though Levites, paid dear for offering to burn in-

cense, which was the work of the priests only.

Numb. 16. 35. The incense of our prayers must
be, by faith, put into the hands of our Lord Jesus
the great Higli Pi-iest of our profession, else we can-
not expect it should be accepted by God, Rev. 8. 3.

4. He fell into a passion with the priests that re-
pi-oved him, and would push forward to do what he
intended notwithstanding, v. 19. Uzziah was wroth,
and would not part with the censer out of his hand:
he took it ill to be checked, and would not bear it.

JVitimur in vetitum— We are prone to do what is

forbidden.
II. His punishment was, an incurable leprosy,

which rose up in his forehead while he was con-
tending with t1ie priests. If he had submitted to

the priests' admonition, acknowledged his error and
gone back, all h^ul been well; but whe?i he was
wroth with the priests, and fell foul upon them, then
God was wroth with him, and smote him with a
plague of leprosy. Josephus says that he threaten-
ed the priests with death if they opposed him, and
that then the earth shook, the roof of the temple
opened, and through the cleft a beam of the sun
darted directly upon the king's face, wherein im-
mediately the leprosy appeared. And some con-
jecture, that that was the earthquake in the days
of Uzziah which we read of Amos 1. 1. and Zech.
14.5.
Now this sudden stroke,

1. Ended the controversy between him and the
priests; for when the leprosy appeared, they were
imboldened to thrust him out of the temple; nay,

he h'lmseli hasted to go out, because the Lord had
smitten him with a disease which was, in a particu-

lar manner, a token of his displeasure, and which
he knew secluded him from common converse with
men, much more from the altar of God. He would
not be convinced by what the priests said, but God
took an effectual course to convince him. If pre-
sumptuous men will not be made to see their error

by the judgments of God's mouth, the}- shall be
made to see it by the judgments of his hand. It

evidenced some religious fear of God in the heart

of this king, even in the midst of \\'s transgression
that, as soon as he found God was angry with liim,

he not only let fall his attempt, but retired with tlie

utmost precipitation. Though he strove with the
priests, he would not strive with his Maker.

2. It remained a lasting punishment of his trans-
gression; for he continued a leper to the day of his

death, shut up in confinement, and shut out from
society, and forced to leave it to his son to manage
all his business, v. 21. Tiius God gave an instance
of his resisting the proud, and of his jealousy for the
purity and honour of his own institutions: thus he
gave fair warning even to great and good men to
know and keep their distance, and not to intrude
into those things which they have not seen: thus he
gave Uzziah a loud and constant call to repentance,
and a long space to repent, which we have reason
to hope he made a good improvement of. He had
been a man of much business in the world, but being
taken off from that, and confined to a seneral house,
he had leisure to think of anotlier world, and pre-
pare for it. By this judgment upon the king, God
intended to possess the people with a great venera-
tion for the temple, the priesthood, and other sacred
things, which they had been apt to think meanly
of. vV'hile the king was a leper, he was as good as
dead, dead while he lived, and buried alive; and so
the law was, in effect, answered, that the stranger
which Cometh nigh, shall be put to death. The dis-

grace survived him; for when he was dead, they
would not bury him in the sepulchres of the kings,
because he was a leper, which stained all his other
glory.

3. It was a punishment that answered the sin, as
face does to face in a glass. (1.) Pride was at the
bottom of his transgression, and thus God humbled
him, and put dishonour upon him. (2.) He invaded
the office of the priests in contempt of them, and
God struck him with a disease, which in a particu-
lar manner made him subject to the inspection and
sentence of the priests; for to them pertained the
judgment of the leprosy, Deut. 24. 8. (3.) He
thrust himself into the temple of God, whither the
priests only had admission, and for that was thrust
out of the very courts of the temple, into which the
meanest of his subjects that were ceremonially
clean, had free access. (4.) He confronted the
priests that faced him and opposed his presump-
tion, and for that the leprosy rose in his forehead,
which, in Miriam's case, is compared to her father's
spitting in her face. Numb. 12. 14. (5.) He invaded
the dignity of the priesthood which he had no right
to, and is for that deprived even of his royal dignity
which he had a right to. They that covet forbid-

den honours, forfeit allowed ones. Adam, by catch-
ing at the tree of knowledge which he might not eat
of, debarred himself from the tree of life which he
might have eaten of. Let all that read it say. The
Lord is righteous.

CHAP. XXVII.
Here is a very short account of the reign of Jotham, a

pious prosperous prince, whom one would wish to have
known more of, but we m ly better dispense with the
brevity of his story, because that which lengthened the
history of the three last kings, was, their degeneracy in

their latter end, which we have had a faithful account ol;

but there was no occasion for such a melancholy conclu-
sion of the history of this reign, which is only an account,
I. Of the date and continuance of his reign, v. 1, 8.

II. The general good character of it, v. 2, 6. III. The
prosperity of it, v. 3. .5. IV- The period of it, v. 1, 9.

1 . XOTHAM loas twenty and five years

tJ old when he began to reign ; and he
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. His
mother's name also was Jerushah, ihe
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daughter of Zadok. 2. And he did that

which was right in the sight of the Lord,
according to all that his father Uzziah did :

howbeit he entered not into the temple of

the Lord. And the people did yet corrupt-

ly. 3. He built the high gate of the house
of the Lord, and on the wall of Ophel he
built much. 4. Moreover, he built cities in

the mountains of Judah : and in the forests

he built castles and towers. 5. He fought

also with the king of the Ammonites, and
prevailed against them. And the children

of Amnion gave him the same year a hun-

dred talents of silver, and ten thousand

measures of wheat, and ten thousand of

barley. So much did the ciiildren of Am-
mon pay unto him, both the. second year

and the third. 6. So Jolham became mighty,

because he prepaied his ways before the

Lord his God. 7. Now the rest of the acts

of Jotham, and all his wars, and his ways,
lo, they are written in the book of the kings

of Israel and Judah, 8. He was five and
twenty years old when he began to reign,

and reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. 9.

And Jotham slept with his fathers, and they

buried him in the city of David : and Ahaz
his son reigned in his stead.

There is not much more related here concerning
Jotham, than we had before, 2 Kings 15. 32, &c.

1. That he reigned well: he did that which was
right in the sight of the Lord; the course of his

reign was good, and pleasing to God, whose favour

he made his end, and his word his rule, and (which
shows that he acted from a good principle) he /ire-

fiared his ways before the Lord Ms God, v. 6. that

is, He walked circumspectly and with much cau-
tion, contrived how to shun that which was evil, and
compass that which was good: he looked before

him, and cast his affairs into such a posture and
method as made the regular management of them
more easy. Or, he established or fixed his ways
before the Lord, that is, he walked steadily and
constantly in the way of his duty, was uniform, and
resolute in it; not like some of those that went be-

fore him, who, though they had some good in them,
lost their credit by their inconstancy, and inconsis-

tency with themselves. They had run well, but
something hindered them. It was not so with Jo-

tham.
Two things are observed here in his character:

(1.) What was amiss in his father he amended in

himself, v. 2. He did according to all that his fa-
ther did well and wisely; howbeit, he Avould not
imitate him in what he did amiss; for he entered not
into the temfile of the Lord to burn incense as his

father did; but took warning by his fate not to dare
so presumptuous a thing. Note, We must not imi-

tate the best men, and those we have the greatest

veneration for, any further than they did well; but,

on the contrary, their falls, and the injurious conse-

quences, must be warnings to us to walk the more
circumspectly, that we stumble not at the same
stone that they stumbled at.

(2. ) What was amiss in his people he could not

orevail to amend. The peofile yet did corruptly.

Perhaps it reflects some blame upon him, that he
was wanting in his part toward the refoi-mation of

the land. Men may be very good themselves, and
yet not have courage and zeal to do what they
might do toward the reforming of others. How-
ever, it certainly reflects a great deal of blame upon
the people, that they did not do what they might
have done to improve the advantages of so good a
reign: they had good instructions given them, and
a good example set before them, but they would
not be reformed; so that even in the reign of their
good kings, as well as the bad ones, they were
treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath; for
they still did corruptly, and the Founder melted in

vain,

2, That he prospered, and became truly reputa-
ble.

(1.) He built. He began with the gate of the
house of. the Lord, which he repaired, beautified
and raised. He then fortified the wall of Ofihel,

and built cities in the inountaiiis ofJudah, v. 3, 4.

took all possible care for the fortifying of his coun-
try and the replenishing of it,

(2.) He c('nquered. Prevailed against the Am-
monites, who had invaded Judah in Jehoshaphat's
time, ch. 20. 1. He triumphed over them, and ex-
acted great contributions trom them, v. 5,

(3.) He became mighty, v. 6. in wealth and pow-
er, and influence upon the neighbouring nations,

who courted his friendship, and feared his displea-
sure; and this he got by preparing his ways before
the Lord his God. The more steadfast Ave are in

religion, the more mighty we are both for the re-

sistance of that which is evil, and for the perform-
ance of that which is good.

3. That lie finished liis course too soon, but finish-

ed it with honour; he had the unhappiness to die in

the midst of his days; but, to balance that, the hap-
piness not to outlive his reputation, as his 3 last

predecessors did. He died when he was but 41
years of age, x'. 8. but his wars aiid his ways, hi?

wars abroad and his ways at home, were so glo-

rious, that they were recorded in the book of the
kings of Israel, as well as the kings of Judah, v. 7.

The last words of the chapter convey the painful

intelligence, that Ahaz his son reigned in his stead,

whose character, in all respects, was the reverse
of his. When the wealth and power which wise
men have done good with, devolve upon fools that

will do hurt with them, it is a lamentation, and
shall be for a lamentation.

CHAP. XXVIIT.
This chapter is the history of the reign of Ahaz the son of
Jotham; a bad reign it was, and which helped to aug-
ment the fierce anger of the Lord. We have here, I. His
great wickedness, V. )..4. II. The trouble he brought
himself into by it, v. 5 . . 8. III. The reproof which
God sent by a prophet to the army of Israel for tram-
pling upon their brethren of Judah, and the obedient ear
they ^ave to that reproof, v. 9. .15. IV, The many ca-
lamities that followed after to Ahaz and his people, v.

16., 21. V. The continuance of his idolatry notwith-
standing, V. 22. ,25, and so his story ends, v. 26, 27.

1 . A HAZ was twenty years old when he
f\. began to reign ; and he reigned six-

teen years in Jerusalem : but he did not that

which ivas right in the sight of the Lord,
like David his father: 2. For he walked in

the ways of the kings of Israel, and made
also molten images for Baalim. 3. More-
over, he burnt incense in the valley of the

son of Hinnom, and burnt his children in

the fire, after the abominations of the hea-

then, whom the Lord had cast out before

the children of Israel. 4. He sacrificed also,
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and burnt incense in the high places, and on
the hills, and under every green tree. 5.

Wherefore the Lord his God dehvered him
into the hand of the king of Syria ; and they
smote him, and carried away a great multi-

tude of them captives, and brought them to

Damascus; and he was also deUvered into

the hand of the king of Israel, who smote
him with a great slaughter.

Never surely had a man a greater opportunity of
doing well than Ahaz had, finding things in a good
posture, the kingdom rich and strong, and religion

established; and yet here we have him in these few
verses,

1. Wretchedly corrupted and debauched. He
had had a good education given him, and a good
example set him; but parents cannot give grace to

their children: all the instructions he had, were
lost upon him, he did not that which was right in

the sight of the Lord, v. 1. nay he did a great deal
that was wrong, a wrong to God, to his own soul,

and to his people; he walked in the way of the re-

volted Israelites, and the devoted Canaanites, made
molten images, and worshipped them, contrary to

the second commandment; nay he made them for

Baalim, contrary to the first commandment. He
forsook the temple of the Lord, and sacrificed and
burnt incense on the hills, as if those would place
him nearer heaven; and under every green tree, as

if those would signify the protection and iufluence

of heaven by their shade and dropping. To com-
plete his wickedness, as one perfectly divested of

all natural affection as well as religion, and per-
fectly devoted to the service and interest of the
great enemy of mankind, he burnt his children in

the fire to Moloch, v. 3. not thinking it enough to

dedicate them to that infernal fiend by causing
them to pass through the fire. See what an abso-
lute sway the prince of the power of the air bears
among the children of disobedience.

2. Wretchedly spoiled and made a prey of.

When he forsook God, and, at a vast expense, put
himself under the protection of false gods, God,
who, of right, was his God, delivered him into the
hands of his enemies, v. 5. (1.) The Syrians in-

suited him, and triumphed over him, beat him in

the field, and carried away a great many of his

people into captivity. (2.) The king of Israel,

though an idolater too, was made a scourge to him,
and smote him with a great slaughter. The people
suffered by these judgments, their blood was shed,
their country wasted, their families ruined; for
when they had a good king, though they did cor-
rujitly, ch. 27. 2. yet then his goodness sheltered
them; but now that they had a bad one, all their
defence was departed from them, and an inundation
of judgments broke in upon them. They that knew
not their happiness in the foregoing reign, were
taught to value it by the miseries of this reign.

6. For Pekah the son" of Remaliah slew
in Judah a hundred and twenty thousand in

one day, which were all valiant men ; be-

cause they had forsaken the Lord God of

their fathers. 7. And Zichri, a mighty
man of Ephraim, slew Maaseiah the king's

son, and Azrikam the governor of the house,

and Elkanah that was next to the king. 8.

And the children of Israel carried away
captive of their brethren two hundred thou-

sand, women, sons, and daughters, and
took also away much spoil from them, and
brought the spoil to Samaria. 9. But a
prophet of the Lord was there, whose
name loas Oded; and he went out before
the host that came to Samaria, and said
unto them, Behold, because the Lord God
ofyour fathers was wroth with Judah, he hath
delivered them into your hand, and ye have
slain them in a rage that reacheth up unto
heaven. 10. And now ye purpose to keep
under the children of Judah and Jerusalem
for bondmen and bondwomen unto you:
but are there not with you, even with you,
sins against the Lord your God? 11. Now
hear me, therefore, and deliver the captives
again, which ye have taken captive of youi
brethren ; for the fierce wrath of God is

upon you. 1 2. Then certain of the heads
of the children of Ephraim, Azariah the
son of Johanan, Berechiah the son of Mesh-
illemoth, and Jehizkiah the son of Shal-
lum, and Amaza the son of Hadlai, stood
up against them that came from the war.
13. And said unto them, Ye shall not bring
in the captives hither: for whereas we have
offended against the Lord already, ye in-

tend to add more to our sins and to our
trespass ; for our trespass is great, and there

is fierce wrath against Israel. 14. So the
armed men left the captives and the spoil

before the princes and all the congregation.
15. And the men which were expressed
by name rose up, and took the captives, and
with the spoil clothed all that were naked
among them, and arrayed them, and shod
them, and gave them to eat and to drink,

and anointed them, and carried all the fee

ble of them upon asses, and brought them
to Jericho, the city of palm-trees, to their

brethren : then they returned to Samaria

We have here,
I. Treacherous Judah under the rebiikes of

God's providence, and they are very severe. Never
was such bloody work made among them, since
they were a kingdom, and by Israelites too. Ahaz
walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and the
king of Israel was the instrument God made use of
for his punishment. It is just with God to make
those our plagues, whom we make our patterns, or
make oursehes partners with in sin. A war broke
out between Judah and Israel, in which Judah was
worsted. For, 1. There was a great slaughter of men
in the field of battle; vast numbers; 120,000 men, and
valiant men too at other times, were slain, v. 6. and
some of the first rank; the king's son for one. He had
sacrificed some of his sons to Moloch, justly there-
fore is this sacrificed to the divine vengeance.
Here is another that was 7iext the king, his friend,

the prime-minister of state, or perhaps next him in

the battle, so that the king himself had a narrow
escape, v. 7. The kingdom of Israel was not

strong at this time, and yet strong enough to

bring this great destruction upon Judah. But cer-

tainly so many men, great men, stout men, could
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not have been ciit off in one day, if they had not
been strangely dispirited, both by the consciousness
of their own guilt, and by the righteous hand of God
upon them. Even vaUant men were numbered as

snec/ifor the slaughter, and became an easy prey to

the enemy, becaicse they had forsaken the Lord
God of theirj'athers, and he had therefore forsaken
them. 2. There was a great captivity of women
and children, v. 8. When the army in the field

was routed, the cities, and towns, and country-vil-

lages, were all easily stripped, the inhabitants taken
for slaves, and their wealth for a prey.

II. Even victorious Israel under the rebukes of

God's word, for the bad principle they had gone
upon in making war with Judah, and the bad use
they made of their success ; and the good effect of

this rebuke. Here is,

1. The message which God sent them by a pro-
phet, who went out to meet them, not to applaud
their valour, or congratulate them on their victory,

though they returned laden with spoils and tri-

umphs, but in God's name to tell them of their

faults, and warn them of the judgments of God.
(1.) He tells them how they came by this victory

of which they were so proud; it was not because
God favoured them, or that they had merited it at

his hand, but because he was wroth with Judah,
and made them the rod of his indignation. JS/otfor
your righteousness, be it known to you, hutfor their

•wickedness, (Deut. 9. 5.) they are broken off;
therefore be not ye high-minded, butfear, lest God
also s/iare not you, Rom. 11. 20, 21.

(2. ) He charges them with the abuse of the pow-
er God had given them over their brethren. They
understand not what victory is, who think it gives
them authority to do what they will, and that the
longest sword is the clearest claim to lives and
estates; {Jusque datum sceleri—Might is right;)

no, as it is impolitic not to use a victory, so it is im-
pious to abuse it. The conquerors are here re-
proved, [1.] For the cruelty of the slaughter they
had made in the field. They had indeed shed the

blood of war, in war; we suppose that to be lawful,
but it turned into sin to them, because they did it

from a bad principle of enmity to their brethren,
and after a bad manner, with a barbai'ous fury, a
rage reaching ufi to heaven, that is, that cries to

God for vengeance against such bloody men, that
delighted in military execution. They that serve
God's justice, if they do it with rage and a spirit of

revenge, make themselves obnoxious to it, and for-

feit the honour of acting for him: for the wrath of
man worketh not the righteousness of God. [2. ]
For the imperious treatment they gave their prison-
ers. " Ye now fiurfiose to keefi them under, to use
them or sell them as slaves, though they are your
brethren and free-bom Israelites." God takes no-
tice of what men purpose, as well as what they say
and do.

(3.) He reminds them of their own sins, by
which they also were obnoxious to the wrath of
God. Are they not with you, even with you, sins

against the Lord your God? He appeals to their
own consciences, and to the notorious evidence of
the thing. " Though you are now made the instni-

ments of correcting Judah for sin, yet do not think
that you are therefore innocent yourselves; no, you
also are guilty before God. " This is intended as a
check, [1.] To their triumph in their success;
*' You are sinners, and it ill becomes sinners to be
proud; you have carried the day now, but be not
secure, the wheel may ere long return upon your-
selves, for if judgment begin thus with those that
have the house of God among them, what shall be
the end of such as worship the calves?" [2.] To
their severity toward their brethren; "You have
now got them under, but you ought to show mercy

to them, for you yourselves are undone if you do not
find mercy with God. It ill becomes sinners to be
cruel. You ha\e transgressions enough to answer
for already, and need not add this to the rest.

"

(4. ) He commands them to release the prisoners,
and to send them home again carefully, v. 11. for,

you having sinned, thefierce wrath of God is ufion
you, and there is no other way of escaping it than
by showing mercy.

2. The resolution of the princes, thereupon, not
to detain the prisoners. 1 hey stood ufi against
them that camefrom the war, though flushed with
victory, and told them, plainly, that they should not
bring their captives to Samaria, v. 12, 13. They
had sin enough already to answer for, and would
have nothing done to add to their trespass. In this

they discovered an obedient regard to the word of
God by his prophet, and a tender compassion to-

ward their brethren, which was wrought in them
by the tender mercy of God; for he regarded the
affliction of this poor people, and heard their cry,
and ?nade them to b<' fiitied of all them that carried
them captives, Ps. 106. 44, 46.

3. The compliance of the soldiers with the reso-
lution of the princes in this matter, and the dismis-
sion of the captives thereupon. (1.) The armed
men, though, being armed, they might by force
have maintained their title to what they got by the
sword, acquiesced, and left their captives and the
spoil to the disposal of the princes, v. 14. and herein
they showed a more true heroic bravery than they
did in taking them. It is a great honour for any
man to yield to the authority of reason and religion

against his interest. (2.) The princes very gener-
ously sent home the poor captives well accommo-
dated, v. 15. Those that hope to find mercy with
God, must learn hence with what tenderness to

carry themselves toward those that lie at their
mercy. It is strange that these princes, who, in

this instance, discovered such a deference to th(

word of God, and such an influence upon the peo-
ple, had not so much grace, as, in obedience to the
calls of God by so many prophets, to root idolatry
out of their kingdom, which, soon after this, was
the ruin of it.

16. At that time did king Ahazsend unto

the kings of Assyria to help him. 1 7. For
again the Edomites had come and smitten

Judah, and carried away captives, 18. The
Philistines also had invaded the cities of the

low country, and of the south of Judah, and
had taken Beth-shemesh, and Ajalon, and
Gederoth, and Shocho with the villages

thereof, and Timnah with the villages theie-

of; Gimzoalso and the villages thereof: and
they dwelt there. 1 9. For the Lord brought

Judah low, because of Ahaz king of Israel

:

for he made Judah naked, and transgressed

sore against the Lord. 20. And Tilgath

pilneser king of Assyria came unto him, and
distressed him, but strengthened him not

21. For Ahaz took away a portion out of

the house of the Lord, and 02il of the house

of the king, and of the princes, and gave it

unto the king of Assyria : but he helped him
not. 22. And in the time of his distress did

he trespass yet more against the IjORd : this

is that king Ahaz. 23. For ho sacrificed

unto the gods of Damascus, which smote
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him : and he said, Because the gods of tlx^

kings of Syria help them, tkenfore will I

sacrifice to them, that they may help me.

But they were the ruin of him, and of all

Israel. 24. And Ahaz gathered together

the vessels of the house of God, and cut in

pieces the vessels of the house of God, and

shut up the doors of the house of the Lord,

and he made him altars in every corner of

Jerusalem. 25. And in every several city

of Judah he made high places to burn in-

cense unto other gods, and provoked to an-

ger the Lord God of his fathers. 26. Now
the rest of his acts, and of all his ways, first

and last, behold, they are written in the

book of the Kings ofJudah and Israel. 27.

And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and they

buried him in the city, even in Jerusalem ;

but they brought him not into the sepulchres

of the kings of Israel • and Hezekiah his

son reigned in his stead.

Here is,

I. The great distress which the kingdom of Ahaz,

was reduced to for his sin. In general, 1. The Lord
brought Judah low, v. 19. They had lately been

very high in wealth, and power; but God found

means to take them down, and make them as des-

picable as they had been formidable. They that

will not humble themselves and fear the woi'd of

God, will justly be humbled by his judgments. Ini-

quity brings men low, Ps. 106. 43. 2. Ahaz made
Judah naked. As his sin debased them, so it ex-

posed them. It made them naked to their shame; for

It exposed them to contempt, as a man unclothed. It

made them naked to their danger; for it exposed

them to assaults, as a man unarmed, Exod. 32. 25.

Sin strips men. In particular, the Edomites, to be

revenged for Amaziah's cruel treatment of them,

ch. 25. smote Judah, and carried off many captives,

t;. 17. The Philistines also insulted them, took and

kept possession of several cities and villages that

lay near them, v. 18. and so they were revenged

for the incursions which Uzziah had made upon

them, ch. 26. 6. And, to show that it was purely

the sin of Ahaz that brought the Philistines upon

his country, in the very year that he died, the pro-

phet Isaiah foretold the desti-uction of the Philis-

tines bv his son, Isa. 14. 28, 29.

II. The addition which Ahaz made both to the

n itional distress, and the national guilt.

1. He added to the distress, by making court to

strange kings, in hopes they would relieve him.

When the Edomites and Phihstines were vexatious

to him, he sent to the kings of Assyria to helfi him,

V. 16. for he found his own kingdomweakened and

made naked, and he could not put any confidence

in God, therefore was at a vast expense to get an

interest in the king of Assyria. He pillaged the

house of God, and the king's house, and squeezed

the princes for money to hire these foreign forces

into his service, v. 21. Though he had conformed to

the idolatry of the heathen nations, his neighbours,

they did not value him for that, nor love him the

better, nor did his compliance, by which he lost

God, gain them, nor could he make any interest in

them but with his money. It is often found that

wicked men themselves have no real affection for

those that revolt to them, nor do they care to do

them a kindness. A degenerate br;mch is looked

upon, on all sides, as an abominable branch, Isa. 14.

19. But what did Ahaz get by the king of Assyria?
Why, he came to him, but he distressed him, and
strengthened him not, v. 20. helped him not, v. 21.

The forces of the Assyrian quartered upon his coun-
try, and so impoverished and weakened it; they
grew insolent and imperious, and created him a

great deal of vexation, like a broken reed, which
not only fails, but pierces the hand.

2. He added to the guilt, by making court to

strange gods, in hopes they would relieve him. In

his distress, instead of repenting of his idolatry,

which he had reason enough to see the folly of, he
trespassed yet more, v. 22. was more mad than

ever upon his idols: a brand of infamy is here set

upon him for it. T'his is that king Ahaz, that

wretched man, who was the scandal of the house
of David, and the curse and plague of his genera-

tion. Note, Those are wicked and vile indeed,

that are made worse by their afflictions, instead of

being made better by them; who, in their distress,

trespass yet more, have their corruptions exaspera-

ted by that which should mollify them, and their

hearts movefully set in them to do evil. Let us see

what his trespass was. (1.) He abused the house
of God; for he cut in pieces the -vessels of it, that the

priests might not perform the service of the temple,

or not as it should be, for want of vessels; and, at

length, shut up the doors, that the people might
not attend it, v. 24. This was worse than the worst

of the kings before him had done. (2.) He con-

fronted the altar of God, for he inade him altars in

every corner of Jerusalem; so that, as the prophet
speaks, they were like heaps in the furrows of the

field, Hos. 12. 11. And in the cities of Judah, ei-

ther by his power, or by his purse, or by both, he
erected high places for the people to burn incense

to what idol they pleased, as if on purpose to pro-
voke the god of his fathers, v. 25. (3.) He cast off

God himself; for he sacrificed to the gods ofDa-
mascus, V. 23. not because he loved them, for he
thought they smote him; but because he feared

them, thinking that they helped his enemies, and
that if he could bring them into his interest, they

would help him. Foolish man! It was his own
God that smote him, and strengthened the Syrians

against him, not the gods of Damascus; had he sa-

crificed to him, and to him only, he would have
helped him. But no marvel that men's affections

and devotions are misplaced, when they mistake

the author of their trouble and their help. And
what comes of it? The gods of Syria befriend

Ahaz no more than the kings of Assyria did; they

were the ruin ofhim, and all Israei. This sin pro-

voked God to bring judgments upon them, to cut him
off in the midst of his days, when he was but 36

years old; and it debauched the people so, that the

reformation of the next reign could not prevail to

cure them of their inclination to idolatry, but they

retained that root of bitterness till the captivity in

Babylon plucked it up.

The chapter concludes with the conclusion of the

reign of Ahaz, v. 26, 27. For aught that appears,

he died impenitent, and therefore died inglorious;

for he was not buried in the sepulchres of the kings.

Justly was he thought unworthy to be laid among
them, who was so unlike them; to be buried with

kings, who had used his kingly power for the de-

struction of the church, and not for its protection or

edification.

. CHAP. XXIX.
We are here enterinsr upon a pleasant scene, the irood and

glorious reign of Hezekiah; in which we shall find more
of God and religion, than, perhaps, in any of the good
rei<Tns we have yet met with, for he was a yeyv zea-

iou°s, devout, ffood man, none like him. In this chapter,

we have an account of the work of reforniaLion which he
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ffct about with vi<rour, immediately after his accession to

the crown. Here is, I- His exhortaiion to the priests

and LeviteS, whtn he put them in posses.-ion of the house

of God a;,'ain, v. 1..H. II. The care and pains uhich

the Levites took to cleanse the teniple, and put things

into order there, v. 12.. 19. HI. A solemn revival of

God's ordinances that had been neglected, in which
atonement was made for the sins of the last reign, and
the wheels set a-going again, to the great satisfaction of

king and people, v. 20 . , 36.

1. ~ffTEZEKLA.H began to reign when he

XI 7/Y/.S' five and twenty years old ; and
he reigned nine and twenty years in Jerusa-

lem ; and his mother's name ivas Abijah the

daughter of Zechariah. 2. And he did that

which was right in the sight ofthe Lord, ac-

cording to all that David his father had

done. 3. He, in the first year of his reign,

in the first month, opened the doors of the

house of the Lord, and repaired them. 4.

And he brought in the priests and the Le-

vites, and gathered them together into the

east street, 5. And said unto them. Hear
me, ye Levites ; Sanctify now yourselves,

and sanctify the house of the Lord God of

your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness

out of the holy place. 6. For our fathers

have trespassed, and done that which ivas

evil in the eyes of the Lord our God, and
have forsaken him, and have turned away
their faces from the habitation of the Lord,
and turned their backs. 7. Also tlie}^ have
shut up the doors of the porch, and put out

the lamps, and have not burnt incense, nor

offered burnt-offerings in the holy place^ un-

to the God of Israel. 8. Wherefore the

wrath of the Lord was upon Judah and
Jerusalem, and he hath delivered them to

trouble, to astonishment, and to hissing, as

ye see with your eyes. 9. For, lo, our fa-

thers have fallen by the sword, and our sons,

and our daughters, and our wives, are in

captivity for this. 1 0. Now it is in my heart

to make a covenant with the Lord God of

Israel, that his fierce wrath may turn away
from us. 11. My sons, be not now negli-

gent : for the Lord hath chosen you to stand

before him, to serve him, and that you should
minister unto him, and burn incense.

Here is,

I. Hezekiah's age when became to the crown;
he was 25 years old. Joash, who came to the
cro^vn after two bad reigns, was but 7 years old;

Josiah, who came after two bad reigns, was but 8;

which occasioned the delay of the reformation.

But Hezekiah was come to years, and so applied

himself immediately to it. We may well think

with what a sorrowful heart he beheld his father's

idolatry and profaneness, how it troublpd him to see

the doors of the temple shut vip, though, while his

father lived, he durst not open them. His soul no
doubt, wept in secret for it, and he vowed, that when
he should receive the congregation, he would re-

dress these grievances, which made him do it with
more readiness and resolution.

n. His general character. He did that which
was right, like David, v. 2. Of several of his pre-
decessors it had been said that they did that which
WHS right, but riot like David, not with David's in-

tegrity and zeal. But here was one that had as
hearty an affection for the ark and law of God as

ever David had.

HI. His speedy application to the great work of
restoring religion. The first thing he did, was, to

o/ien the doors of the house of the Lord, v. 3. We
are willing to hope his father had not quite sup-
pressed the temple-ser\ice; for then the holy fire

on the altar must have gone out, wliich we do not
read of the rekindling of: but he had hindered the
people from attending it, and the priests, except
such of them as were of his own party, 2 Kings 16.

15. But Hezekiah immediately threw the church
doors open, and brought in the priests and Levites.
He found Judah low and naked, yet he did not
make it his first business to revive the civil interests
of his kingdom, but to restore religion to its good
posture again. Those that begin with God, begin
at the right end of their work, and it will prosper
accordingly.

IV. His speech to the priests and Levites. It was
well known, no doubt, that he had a real kindness
for religion, and w;is disaffected to the corruptions
of the last reign; yet we do not find the priests and
Levites addressing themselves to him for the resto-

ration of the temple-service, but he calls upon them;
which, I doubt bespeaks their coldness as much as
his zeal; and perhaps, if they had done their part
with vigour, things had not been brought into so
very bad a posture as Hezekiah found them in.

Hezekiah's exhortation to the Levites is very pa-
thetic.

1. He lays before them the desolation of religion,

and the deplorable state to which it was brought
among them, v. 6, 7. Our fathers have trespassed.

He said not, my father, because it became him, as
a son, to be as tender as might be of his father's
name, and because his father would not have done
all this, if their fathei s had not neglected their duty.
Urijah the priest had joined with Ahaz in setting

up an idolatrous altar. He complains, (1.) That
the house of God had been deserted; They have
forsaken God, and turned thrir backs upon bis ha-
bitation. Note, Those that turn their backs iipon

God's ordinances, may truly be said to forsake God
himself. (2.) That the instituted worship of God
there had been let fall; the lamps were not lighted,

incense was not burnt; there are still such neglect*
as these, and they are no less culpable, if the word
be not duly read and opened, for that was signified

by the lighting of the lamps, and if prayers and
praises be not duly offered up, for that was signified

by the burning of incense.

2. He shows the sad consequences of the neglect
and decay of religion among them, v. 8, 9. This
was the cause of all the calamities they had lain un-
der; God had, in anger, delivered them to trouble,

to the sword, and to captivity. When we are un-
der the rebukes of God's providence, it is good for

us to inquire whether we have not neglected God's
ordiriances, and whether that be not the controversy
he has with us.

3. He declares his own full purpose and resolu-

tion to revive religion, and make it his business to

promote it, v. 10. It is in my heart, that is, " I am
fully resolved to make a covenant with the Lord
God of Israel," that is, " to worship him only, and
in that way which he has appointed; for I am sure
that, otherwise, his fierce anger will not turn away
from us." This covenant he would not only make
himself, but bring his people into the bond of.

4. He engages and excites the Levites and priests

to do their duty on this occasion. This he begins
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With, V. 5. this he ends with, v. 11. calls them Le-
uiics, to remind them of their obUgation to God,
calls thein his sons, to remind them of their relation

to himself, that he expected that, as a son ivith the

father, they should serve with him in the I'eforma-

tion of the land. (1. ) He tells them what was their

duty; to sanctify themselves Jirst, by repenting of

their neglects, reforming their own hearts and lives,

and renewing their covenants with God, to do tlieir

duty better for the time to come; and then to sanc-

tify the house of God, as his ser\ ants, to make it

clean from every thing that was disagreeable, either
through the disuse or the profanation of it, and to

set it up for the purposes for which it was mtide.

(2.) He stirs them up to it, {v. 11.) ^'Be not neg-
ligent, or remiss, in y^ur duty. Let not this good
work be retarded through your carelessness. " Be
not deceived, so the margin. Tliey that by their

negligence in the service of God, think to mock
God, and put a cheat upon him, do but deceive
themselves, and put a damning cheat upon their

own souls. Be not secure, so some, as if there were
no urgent call to do it, or no danger in not doing it.

Men's negligence in religion is owing to their carnal
security. The consideration he quickens them witli,

is, their office. God had herein put honour upon
them; he has chosen you to stand before him. God
expected work from them; they were not chosen to

be idle, to enjoy the dignity, and leave the duty to

be done by others, but to serve him, and to minister
to him. They must therefore be ashamed of their

late remissness, and now that the doors of the tem-
ple were opened again, set about their work with
double diligence.

1-2. Then the Levites arose, Mahath the

son of Aniasai,and Joel the son of Azariah,

of (he sons of the Kohathites : and of the

sons of Merari ; Kish the son of Abdi, and
Azariah the son of Jehalelel : and of the

(jershonites ; Joah the son of Zimmah, and
I'^den the son of Joah : 1 3. And of the

sons of Ehzaphan ; Shimri, and Jeiel : and
of the sons of Asaph ; Zechariah, and Mat-
taniah : 14. And of the sons of Heman

;

Jehiel, and Shimei : and of the sons of Je-

duthun -, Shemaiah, and Uzziel. 15. And
they gathered their brethren, and sanctified

themselves, and came, according to the

commandment of the king, by the words of

the Lord, to cleanse tiie house of the Lord.
1 6. And the priests went into the inner part

of the house of the Lord to cleanse it, and
brought out all the uncleanness that they

found in the temple of the Lord into the

court of the house of the Lord. And the

Levites took it, to carry it out abroad into

the brook Kidron. 17. Now they began
on the first daij of the first month to sanctify,

and on the eigiith day of the month came
they to the porch of the Lord: so they

sanctified the house of the Lord in eight

days ; and in the sixteenth day of the first

month they made an end. 18. Then they

went in to Hezekiah the king, and said,

We have cleansed all the house of the

Lord, and the altar of burnt-ofTering,

with all the vessels thereof, and the show-
VoL. II.—5 H

bread table, with all the vessels thereof.

] 9. Moreover, all the vessels, which king
Ahaz in his reign did cast away in his

transgression, have we prepared and sanc-
tified, and, behold, they are before the altar

of the Lord.

We have here busy work, good work, and need-
ful work, the cleansing of the house of the Lord.

1. The persons employed in this work were the
priests and Levites, who should ha\ e kept it clean,
but, not having done that, were concerned to mafce it

clean. Several of the Levites are here named; two
of each of the three principal houses, Kohath, Ger-
shon, and Merari, v. 12. And two of each of the
three families of shigers, Asaph, Heman, and Je-
duthun, V. 13. We cannot think these are named
merely because they were chief in place, for then
surely the High Priest, or some of the heads of
the courses of the priests, would ht ve been men-
tioned; but because they were more zealous and
active than the rest. When God has work to do,
he will raise up leading men to preside in it. And
it is not always that the first in place and rank are
most fit for service, or most forward to it. These
Levites not only bestirred themselves but gathered
their brethren, and quickened them to do according
to the commandment of the king by the words of the
Lord. Observe, They did according to the king's
command, but with an eye to God's word; the king
commanded them what was already their duty by
the word of God, and, in doing it, they regarded
God's word as a rule to them, and the king's com-
mandment as a spur to them.

2. The work was cleansing the house of God,
(1.) From the common diit it had contracted while
it was shut up, dust and cobwebs, and the rust of
the vessels; (2.) From the idols and idolatrous al-

tars that were set up in it, which, though kept ever
so neat, were a greater pollution to it than if it had
been made the common sewer of the city. The
priests were none of them mentioned as leading men
in this work, yet none but tliey durst go into the
inner part of the house, 7io not to cleanse it, which
they did, and, perhaps, the High Priest into the
Holy of Holies, to cleanse that. And though the
Levites had the honour to be the leaders in the
work, they did not disdain to be servitors to the
priests according to their office; for what filth the
priests bn ught into the court, the Levites carried
to the brook Kidron. Let not men's usefulness, l>e

it ever so eminent, make them forget their place.
3. The exjjedition with which they did this work,

was very remarkable. They began on the first day
of the first m'-nth, a happy beginning of the new-
year, and that promised a good year; thus sliould

e\ ery year begin with the reformation of what is

amiss, and the purging away, by repentance, of all

the defilements contracted the foregoing vear. In
eight days they cleared and cleansed the temple,
and in eight days more the courts of the temple, v.

17. Let those that do good work, learn to rid work
and get it done. Let what is amiss, be amended
quickly.

4. The report they made of it to Hezekiah, was
very agreeable, v. 18, 19. They ga\e him an ac-
count of what they had done, because it was he
that set them on work, boasted not of their own care
and pains, nor did they come to him to be paid,
but to let him know that all the things that had
been profaned, were now sanctified according to

law, and were ready to be used again when-
ever he pleased. They knew the good king had
set his heart upon God's altar, and longed to be at-

tending that, and therefore they insisted most upon
the readiness they had put that into; that the ves-
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sels of the altar were scoured and brightened; those

which Aliaz in his transgressions, had cash away,

as vessels in which there was no pleasure, those

they gathered together, sanctified them, and laid

them in their place before the altar. Though the

vessels of the sanctuary may be profaned for a while,

God will find a time and way to sanctify them.

Neither his ordinances, nor his people, shall be suf-

fered to fail for ever.

20. Then Hezekiah the king rose early,

Hiul gathered the rulers of the city, and

went up to the house of the Lord. 21.

And ihey brought seven bullocks, and seven

la.iis, and seven lambs, and seven he-goats,

for a sin-olfering for the kingdom, and for

the sanctuary, and for Judah : and he com-

manded die priests, the sons of Aaron, to

oifer Ifirm, on the allar of the Lord. 22.

So they killed the bullocks, and the priests

received the blood, and sprinkled it on the

allar: likewise, when they had killed the

rams, they sprinkled the blood upon the

altar: lliey killed also the lambs, and they

sprinkled the blood upon the altar. 23.

And they brought forth the he-goats for

the sin-olfering before the king and the

congregation-, and laid their hands upon

them : 24. And the priests killed them, and

they made reconciliation with their blood

upon the altar, to make an atonement for

all Israel; for the king commanded, //jaUhe

burnt-offering and the sin-offering should be

made for all Israel. 25. And he set the

Levites in the house of the Lord with cym-

bals, with psalteries, and with harps, ac-

cording to the commandment of David, and

of Gad the king's seer, and Nathan the pro-

phet ; for so was the commandment of the

Lord by his prophets. 26. And the Levites

stood with the instruments of David, and

the priests with the trumpets. 27. And
Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt-

offering upon the altar. And when the

burnt-offering began, the song of the Lord
began also with the trumpets, and with the

instruments ordained by David king of Is-

rael. 28. And all the congregation wor-

shipped, and the singers sang, and the

trumpeters sounded : and all this continued

unti^ the burnt-offering was finished. 29.

And when they had made an end of offering,

the king and all that were present with him

bowed themselves, and worshipped. 30.

Moreover, Hezekiah the king, and the

princes, commanded the Levites to sing

praise unto the Lord with the words

of David, and of Asaph the seer: and

they sang praises with gladness, and they

bowed their heads and worshipped. 31.

Then Hezekiah answered and said, Now
ye have consecrated yourselves imto the

Lord, come near, and bring sacrifices

and thank-offerings into the house of tfjp

Lord. And the congregation brought in

sacrifices and thank-ojferings; and as many
as were of a free heart, burnt-offerings. 32

And the number of the burnt-offerings, which
the congregation brought, was threescore

and ten bullocks, a hundred rams, and two
hundred lambs: all ihese were for a burnt-

ofifering to the Lord. 33. And the conse-

crated things ivcre six hundred oxen, and
three thousand sheep. 34. But the priests

were too few, so that they could not slay all

the burnt-oflerings : wherefore their brethren

the Levites did help them till the work wag
ended, and until the other priests had sanc-

tified themselves; for the Levites ivere more
upright in heart to sanctify themselves than

the priests. 35. And also the burnt-offer-

ings ivere in abundance, with the fat of the

peace-offerings, and the drink-offerings for

eijeri/ burnt-offering. So the service of the

house of the Lokd was set in order. 36.

And Hezekiah i-ejoiced, and all the people,

that God had prepared the people : for the

thing was do?te suddenly.

The temple being cleansed, we have here an ac-

count of the good use that was immediately made
of it. A solemn assenil^ly was called to meet the

king at the temple, the very next day; {v. 20.) and
very glad, no doubt, all the good people in Jerusa-

lem were, when it was said, Let us go in to the

house of the Lord, Ps. 122. 1. As soon as Heze-
kiah heard that the temple was ready for him, he
lost no time, but made it appear that he was ready

for it. He rose early to go up to the house of the

Lord, earlier on that day than on other days, to

show that his heart was upon his work there.

Now this day's work was to look two ways:

I. Atonement must be made for the sins of the

last reign. They thought it not enough to lament

and forsake those sins, but they brought a sin-offer-

ing. Even our repentance and reformation will not

obtain pardon but in and through Christ, who was
made sin, that is, a sin-offering, for us. No peace

but through his blood, no not for penitents.

Observe,
1. The sin-offering -wasfor the kingdom, the sanc-

tuary, and for Jxidah, {v. 21.) that is, to make
atonement for the sins of princes, priests, and peo-

ple, for they had all corrupted their way. The law

of Moses appointed sacrifices to make atonement for

the sins of the whole congregation, (Lev. 4. 13, 14.

Numb. 15. 24, 25.) that the national judgments

which their national sins deserved, might be turned

away : for this, we must now have an eye to Christ

the great Propitiation, as well as for the remission

and salvation of particular persons.

2. The law appointed only one goat for a sin-offer-

ing, as on the day of atonement, (Lev. 16. 15.) and

on such extraordinary occasions as this, Numb. 15.

24. But they hei-e offered seven, {v. 21.) because

the sins of the congregation had been very great,

and long continued in. Seven is a number of per-

fection: our great sin-offering is but one, yet that

one perfects for ever them that are sanctijie'd.

3. The king and congregation (that is, the repre-

sentatives of the congregation) laid their hands on

the heads of the goats that were f' i- the sin-offering,

(r. 23.) thereby owning themselves guilty before
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God, and expressing their desire that the guilt of
t)ie sinner might be transferred upon the sacrifice.
By faith we lay our hands on the Lord Jesus, and so
receive the atonement, Rom. 5. 11.

'

_
4. Burnt-offerings were offered with the sin-offer-

ings, seven bullocks, seven rains, and seven lambs.
The intention of the burnt-offerings was to give
glory to the God of Israel, whom they own as
the only true God, which it was proper to do at .the
same time that they were by the sin-offering mak-
ing atonement for tiieir offences. The blood of those,
as well as of the sin-offei-ing, was sfirinkled ufion
the altar, (v. 22.) to make reconciliation for all Is-
rael, (v. 24.) and not for Judah only; Christ is a
Pfopitiation not for the sins of Israel only, hut of the
•whole world, 1 John 2. 1, 2.

5. While the offerings were burning upon the
altar, the Levites sang the song ofthe Lord, {v. 27. )
the Psulms composed by David and Asaph, {v. 30.)
with the musical instruments which God by his
prophets had commanded the use of, {v. 25.) and
which had been long neglected. Even sorrow for
sin must not put us out of tune for praising God. By
faith we must rejoice in Christ Jesus as our righte-
ousness; and our prayers and praises must ascend
with his offering, to be accepted only in the virtue
of it.

6. The king and all the congregation testified
their consent to, and concurrence in, all that was
done, by bowing- their heads and worshi/i/2ing; ex-
pressing an awful veneration of the Divine Majesty,
by postures of adoi-ation. This is taken notice uf,

y. 28' -30. It is not enough for us to be where God
is worshipped, if we do not ourselves worship him,
and that, not with bodily exercise only, which pro-
fits little, but with the heart.

11. The solemnities of this day did likewise look
forward: the tennple-service was to be set up again,
that it might be continually kept up; and this Heze-
kiah calls them to, v. 31. " Now that ye have co7i-
secrat.ed yourselves to the Lord, have both made
an atonement and m;ide a covenant by sacrifice, are
solemnly reconciled and engaged to him; now come
near and bring sacri/ices." Note, Our covenant
With God must be pursued and improved in com-
munion with him. Having consecrated ourselves,
in the first place, to the Lord, we must bring the
sacrifices of prayer, and praise, and alms, to his
house.

^
Now, in this work, it was found,

1. That the people were free. Being called to
it by the king, they brought in their offerings,
though not in such abundance as in the glorious
days of Solomon, (foi- Judah was now diminished,
impoverished, and brought low,) but according to
what they had, and as much as one could expect,
considering their poverty and the great decay of
piety among them. (1.)' Some were so generous as
to bring burnt-offerings, which were wholly con-
sumed to the honour of God, and of which tlie offer-
er had no part; of this sort there were 70 bullocks,
100 rams, and 200 lambs, v. 32. (2. ) Others brought
peace-offerings and thank-offerings, the fat of which
was burnt upon the altar, and the flesh divided be-
tween the priests and the offerers; {v. 35.) of this
sort there were 600 oxen and 3000 sheep, v. 33.
Perhaps the remembrance of their sin, in sacri-
ficing on the high places, made them more willing
to bring their sacrifices now to God's altar.

2. That the priests werefew, too few for the ser-
vice, V. 34. Many of them, it is likely, were sus-
pended and laid aside as polluted and uncanonical,
for having sacrificed to idols in the last reign, and
the rest had not the zeal that one might have ex-
pected upon such an occasion; they thought that the
king needed not to be so forward, that there was no
such necessity for haste in opening the doors of the
temple, and therefore took no care to sanctify them-

\
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selves, and, being unsanctified, and so unqualified,
they made that their excuse for being absent from
the service; as if their o/fence would be theirdefence.
It IS recorded here, to the perpetual shame of the
priests, that though they were so well provided for
out of the offerings of the Lord made by fire, yet
they did not mind their business! here was work to
do, and there wanted proper hands to do it.

3. That the Levites were forward. They had
been more upright in heart to sanctify themselves
than the priests, {v. 34.) were better affected to the
work, and better prepared and qualified for it; this
was their praise, and, in recompense for it, they
had the honour to be employed in that which was
the priests' work; they helped them to Jiay the of-
ferings. This was not according to the law, (Lev.
1. 5, 6.) but the irregularity was dispensed with in
cases of necessity, and thus encouragement was
given to the faithful zealous Levites, and a just dis-
grace put upon the careless priests. What the Le-
vites wanted in the ceremonial advantages of their
birth and consecration, was abundantly made up in
their eminent qualifications of skill and will to do
the woi'k.

4. That all were pleased. The king and all the
people rejoiced in this blessed turn of affairs, and
the new face of religion which the kingdom had put
on, V. 36. Two things in this matter pleased them.
(1.) That it was soon brought about; the thing was
done suddenly, in a little time, with a great deal of
e se, and without any opposition. Those that go
about the work of God in faith and with resolution,
will find that there is not that difficulty in it, which
they sometimes imagine, but it will be a pleasing
surprise to them to see how soon it is done. (2.)
That the hand of God was plainly in it; God had
prepared the people by the secret influences of his
grace, so that many ot those who had in the last
reign doted on the idolatrous altars, were now us
much in love with God's altar. This change which
God wrought on their minds, did very much expe-
dite and facilitate the work. Let magistrates and
ministers do their part toward the reforming of a
land, and then let them ti-ust God to do Am, and
ascribe to him the glory of what is done, especially
when it is done suddenly, and is a pleasing surprise.
This is (he Lord's doing, and it is marvellous.

CHAP. XXX.
In this chapter, we hare an account of the solemn passover
which Hezekiah kept in the first year of his reign. I.
The consultation about it, and the resolution he and his
people came to for the observance of it, v. 2 . . 5. H.
The invitation he sent to Judah and Israel to come and
keep it, V. 1, 6. . 12. III. The jovfu) celebration of it,
V. 13. .27. By this, the reformation, set on foot in the
foregoing chapter, was greatly advanced, and that nail in
Goo's holy place, clenched.

^' A ^^ Hezekiah sent to all Israel and
l\. Judah, and wrote letters also to

Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should
come to the house of the Lord at Jerusa-
lem, to keep the passover unto the Lord
God of Israel. 2. For the king had taken
counsel, and his princes, and all the congre-
gation in Jerusalem, to keep the passover
in the second month. 3. For they could
not keep it at that time, because the priests
had not sanctified themselves sufficiently,

neither had the people gathered themselves
together to Jerusalem. 4. And the thing
pleased the king and all the congregation.
5. So they established a decree, to m^ke
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proclamation throughout all Israel, from
Beer-sheba even to Dan, that they should
oome to keep tiie passover unto the Lord
God of Israel at Jerusalem ; for they had not

done it of a long time in such sort as it was
written. 6. So the posts went with the let-

ters fiom the king and his princes throughout
all Israel and Judah, and according to the

commandment of the king, saying, Ye chil-

dren of Israel, turn again unto the Lord
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, and he
will return to the remnant of you that are

escaped out of the hand of the kings of As-
syria. 7. And be not ye like your fathers,

and like your brethren, which trespassed

against the Lord God of their fathers, icho,

therefore, gave them up to desolation, as ye
see. 8. Now be ye not stiff-necked, as your
fathers were^ but yield yourselves unto the

Lord, and enter into his sanctuary, which
he hath sanctified for ever ; and serve the

Lord your God, that the fierceness of his

wrath may turn away from you. 9. For if

ye turn again unto the Lord, your brethren

and your chWdven shallJijid compassion be-

fore them that lead them captive, so that

they shall come again into this land : for the

Lord your God is gracious and merciful,

and will not turn away his face from you,
if ye return unto him. 10. So the posts

passed from city to city, through the coun-
try of Ephraim and Manasseh, even unto
Zebulun : but they laughed them to scorn

and mocked them. 11. Nevertheless divers

of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebulun
humbled themselves, and came to Jerusa-

lem, 12. Also in Judah, the hand of God
was to give them one heart to do the com-
mandment of the king and of the princes, by
the word of the Lord.

Here is,

I. A passover resolved upon. The annual feast

was instituted as a memorial of the bringing of tlie

children of Israel out of Egypt; it happened that
the reviving of the temple-service fell within the
appointed days of that feast, the 17th day of the 1st

month; this brought that forgotten solemnity to

mind; •' What shall we do," says Hezekiah, "about
the passo\ er? It is a very comfortable ordinance,
and has been long neglected; how shall we revive
that? The time is lapsed, for this year; we cannot
go about it immediately, the congregation is thin,

the people have not got notice, the priests are not
prepared, v. 3. Must we defer it till another year?"
Many, it is likely, were for deferring it; but Heze-
kiah considered that by that time twelvemonth, the
good affections of the people would cool, and it

would be too long to want the benefit of the ordi-
nance; and therefore, finding a proviso in the law of
Moses, that particular persons who were unclean
in the first month, might keep the passover the
14th day of the second month, and be accepted,
(Numb. 9. 11.) he doubted not but that it might be
extended to the congregation. Whereupon, they
resolved to keep the passover in the 2d month. Let

the circumstance give way to the substance, and let
not the thing itselt be lost upon a nicety about the
time. It is good striking while the iron is hot, and
taking people when they are in a good mind. De-
lays are dangerous.

II. A proclamation issued out to give notice of
this passover, and to summon the people to it.

1. An invitation was sent to the ten revolted tribes
to stir them up to come, and attend this solemnity.
Letters were written to Ephraim and Manasseh to
invite them to Jerusalem to keep this passover, {v.

1.) not with any politic design, to bring them back
to the house of David, but with a pious design to
bring them back to the Lord God of Israel; "Let
them take whom they will for their king," says He-
zekiah, "so they will but take him fcr their God."
The matters in difference between Judah and Israel,

either upon a civil or sacred account, shall not hin-
der, but that if the people of Israel will sincerely
return to the Lord their God, Hezekiah will bid
them as welcome to the passover as any of his own
subjects. Expresses are sent post throughout all

the tribes of Israel, with memorials earnestly press-
ing the people to take this opportunity of returning
to the God from whom they had revolted. Now
here we ha\ e,

(1.) The contents of the circular letters that
were despatched away upon this occasion, in which
Hezekiah disco\ ers a great concern both for the
honour of God, and for the welfare of the neighbour-
ing kingdom, the prosperity of which he seems pas-
sionately desirous of, though he not only received no
toll, tribute, or custom, from it, but it had often,
and not long since, been vexatious to his kingdom.

j

This is rendering good for evil.

Observe, [1.] What it is, which he presses them
to, (t;. 8.) " Yield yourselves unto the Lord. Be-
fore you can come into communion with him, you
must come into covenant with him." Gn'e the hand
to the Lord; so the word is, that is, " Consent to

take him for your God: a bargain is cunfiimed by
giving the hand; "Strike this bargain. Join your-
selves to him in an everlasting covenant. Subscribe
with the hand to be his, Isa. 44. 5. Give him your
hand in token of giving him your heart; lay your
hand to his plough; devote yourselves to his ser\ ice,

to work for him. Yield to him," thut is, "Ccme
up to his terms; come under his government; stand
it not out any longer against him. Yield to him, to

be absolutely and universally at his conmiand, at

his disposal; to be, and do, and have, and suffer,

whatever he pleases. In order to this, be not stiff-

7iecked as your fathers were; let not your corrupt
and wicked wills rise up in rebellion against the will

of God. Say not that you will do what you please,
but resolve to do what he pleases. " We perceive
in the carnal mind a stiffness and obstinacy, an un-
aptncss to comply with God; we have it from our
fathers, it is bred in the bone with us; this must be
conquered; and the will that had in it a spirit of con-
tradiction, must be melted into the will of (iod; and
to his yoke the neck that was an iron sinew, must be
bowed and fitted. In pursuance of this resignation

to God, he presses them to enter into the sanctuary,
that is, to attend upon him in that place which he
had chosen to put his name there, and serve him in

the ordinances which he had appointed. " The
doors of the sanctuary are now opened, and ytu
have liberty to enter; the temple-service is now re-

vived, and you are welcome to join in it. " The king
says. Come; the princes and priests say. Come,
whoever will let him come. This he calls, (7'. 6.

)

turning to the Lord God; for they had forsaken
him, and worshipped other gods; Repent now and
be converted. Thus they who through gi ace have
turned to God themselves, should do all they can to

bring others back to him.
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[2.] What arguments he uses to persuade them
to do this. First, "You are children of Israel,

and thei-efore stand related, stand obliged, to the

God of Israel, from whom you are revolted." Se-

condly, "The God you are called to return to, is

the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, a God in

covenant with your first fathers, who served him
and yielded themselves to him; and it was their

honour and happiness." Thirdly, "Your late fa-

thers tliat forsook him and trespassed against him,

have been given up to desolation; their apostasy and
idobitry have been their ruin, as you see; (f. 7.) let

their harms be your warnings." Fourthly, "You
yourselves are but a remnant narrowly escafied out

of the hands of the kings of Assyria, {v. 6.) and
theref ire are concerned to put yourselves under the

protection of the God of your fathers, that you be

n^t quite swallowed up. Fifthly, "This is the

only w iv of turning away the fierceness of God's

anger from you, {v. 8.) which will certainly con-

sume vou, if you continue stiff-necked." Lastly,
" If vou return to God in a way of duty, he will re-

turn to vou in a way of mercy." This he begins

with, X'. 6. and concludes with, v. 9. In general,
" You will find him gracious arid merciful, and one

that will not turn away his face from you, if you
seek him, notwithstanding the provocations you
have given him." Particularly, "You may hope
that he will turn again the captivity of your bre-

thren that are carried away, and bring them back
to their own land." Could any thing be expressed
more pathetically, more movingly? Could there

be a better cause, and better pleaded?

(2. ) The entertainment which Hezekiah's mes-
sengers and mess'xge met with. It does not appear
tluit Hoshea, who was now king of Israel, took any
umbrage from, or gave any opposition to, the dis-

persing of these proclamations through his kingdom,
nor that he forbade his subjects to accept the invi-

tation; he seems to have left them entirely to their

libertv, they might go to Jerusalem to worship if

thev pleased; for though he did evil, yet not like

the kings of Israel that were before him^'i Kings 17.

2. He saw ruin coming upon his kingdom, and if

any of his subjects would try this expedient to pre-
vent it, they had his full permission. But, for the

people,

[1.] The generality of them slighted the call,

and turned a deaf ear to it. The messengers went
from city to city, some to one, and some to another,
and used pressing entreaties with the people to

come up to Jerusalem to keep the passo\ er; but
they were so far from complying with the message,
that they abused them that brought it, laughed them
to scorn, and mocked them, {v. 10.) not only refused,

but refused with disdain. Tell them of the God
of Abraham, they knew him not, they had other
gods to serve, Baal and Ashtoreth; tell them of the
sanctuary, their high places were as good; of God's
mercy and wrath, they neither dreaded the one, nor
desired the other. No marvel that the king's mes-
sengers were thus despitefully used by this apostate

race, when God's messengers were so, his servants

the prophets who produced credentials from him.
The destruction of the kingdom of the ten tribes was
now at hand; it was but two or three years after

this, that the king of Assyria laid siege to Samaria,
which ended in the captivity of those tribes: just be-

fore this, they had not only a king of their own that

permitted them to return to God's sanctuary, but a

king of Judah that earnestly invited them to do it;

had they generally accepted this invitation, it might
have prevented their ruin; but their contempt ot it

hastened and aggravated it, and left them inex-

cusable.

[2.] Yet there was some few that accepted the
invitation. Th^ message, though to some it was a

savour of death unto death, was to others a savour
of life unto life, r. 11. In the worst ( f tmics, God
has had a remnant; so he had here, divers of Asher,
Manasseh, and Zebulun, (here is no mentimof any
out of Ephraim,*) humbled themselves, and came to

Jerusalem, that is, were sorry for their sins, and
submitted to God. Pride keeps men fiom yielding
themselves to the Lord; when that is brought down,
the work is done.

2. A command was given to the men of Judah to

attend this solemnity; and they universally obeyed
it, v. 12. They did it with one heart, were all of a
mind in it, and the hand of God gave them that one
heart; for it is in the day of power that Christ's
subjects are made willing. It is God that works
both to will and to do. When people, at any time,
discover an unexpected forwardness to that which
is good, we must acknowledge the hand of God
in it.

13. And there assembled at Jerusalem
much people to keep the feast of unleaven-
ed bread in the second month, a very great

congregation. 14. And they arose, and
took away the altars that icere in Jerusa-

lem, and all the altars for incense took they

away, and cast them into the brook Kidron.
15. Then they killed the passover on the

fourteenth day of the second month : and
the priests and the Levites were ashamed,
and sanctified themselves, and brought in

the burnt-offerings into the house of the

L.oRD. 16. And they stood in their place
after their manner, according to the law of
IVJoses the man of God : the priests sprin-

kled the blood, which they received of the

hand of the Levites : 1 7. For there icere

many in the congregation that were not
sanctified ; therefore the Levites had the

charge of the killing of the passovers for

every one that urns not clean, to sanctify

them unto the Lord. 18. For a mul-
titude of the people, even many of Fphraim
and Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had
not cleansed themselves, yet did they eat

the passover otherwise than it was written :

but Hezekiah prayed for them, saying. The
good Lord pardon every one 19. That
prepareth his heart to seek God, the Lord
God of his fathers, though he he not cleans-

ed according to the purification of the sanc-
tuary. 20. And the Lord hearkened to

Hezekiah, and healed the people.

The time appointed for the passover is nrw come,
and a very great congregation came together upon
this occasion, v. 13. Now here we ha^ e,

I. The preparation they made for tlie passover;
it was good preparation :' they tork away all the
idolatrous altars that were found, n^t only in the
temple, but in Jerusalem, v. 14. Befoie they kept
the feast, they cast out this old lca\en. The best
preparation we can make for the grspel pnssover,
is, to cast away our iniquities, our spiritual idol-
atries.

II. The celebration of the passo\ er; in this the
people wei"e so forward and zealous, that the priests

* But see ihe eiirhteemli ve s-.—Fd.
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and Levites blushed to see themselves outdone by
the commonalty, to see them mure ready to bring

sacrifices, than they were to offer them. This put
them upon sanctifying themselves, {v. 15.) that the

work might not stand still for want of hands to carry

it on. The notice we take of the zeal of others,

should make us ashamed of our own coldness, and
quicken us not only to do our duty, but to do it well,

and to Sanctify ourselves to it. They did according
to the duty of their place, {v. 16.) sprinkling t/ie

blood ujio'n the altar, which was a type of Christ

our Passover sacrificed for us.

III. The irregularities they were guilty of in this

solemnity. The substance was well managed, and
with a great deal of devotion; but beside being a

month out of time, 1. The Levites killed the fiass-

over, which should have been done by the priests

only, V. 17. They also assisted, more than the law
ordinarily allowed, in offering the other sacrifices,

particularly those that were tor the purifying of the

unclean, many of which there was now occasion

for. Some think that it was the officers' work, not

the priests', that the Levites had here the charge

of. Ordinarily, every man killed his lamb, but

now for those that were under any ceremonial pol-

lution the Levites did it. 2. Many were permitted

to eat the passover, who were not purified accord-

ing to the strictness of the law, v. 18. This was
the second month, and there was no warrant to put

them off further to the third month, as, if it had
been the first month, the law had permitted them
to eat it the second. And they were loath to forbid

them communicating at all, lest they should dis-

courage new converts, and send them away com-
plaining, whom they desired to send away rejoicmg.

Grotius oljserves from this, that ritual institutions

must give way, not only to a public necessity, but to

a public benefit and advantage.

IV. Hezekiah's prayer to God for the forgiveness

of this irregularity. It was his zeal that had called

them together in such haste, and he would not tliat

any should fare the worse for being straitened of

time in their preparation: he therefore thought

himself concerned to be an intercessor for those

that ate the fiassovn; otherwise than it was written,

that there might not be wrath upon them from the

liOrd. His prayer was,
1. A short prayer, but to the purpose. The good

Lord /lardon every one in the congregation that has

fixed, engaged, ov fvefiared, his heart to those ser-

vices, though the ceremonial preparation be want-
ing. Note, (1.) The great thing required in our
attendance upon God in solemn ordinances, is that

v/e. firefiare our hearts to seek him; that we be sin-

cere and upright in all we do, that the inward man
be engaged and employed in it, and that we make
heart-work of it; it is all nothing without this. Be-
hold, thou desirest truth in the inward fiart. Heze-
kiah does not pray that this might be dispensed

with, nor that the want of other things might be
pardoned where there was not this; for this is the

one thing needful, that we seek God, his favour, his

honour, and that we set our hearts to doit. (2.)

Wliere this sincerity and fixedness of heart are,

yet there may be many defects and infirmities, both

the frame of the spirit, and the performance of the

service, short of the fiurijication of the sanctuary.

Corruptions may not be so fully conquered, thoughts

not so closely fixed, affections not so lively, faith not

so operative, as they should be; here is a defect in

sanctuary-purification. There is nothing perfect

under the sun, nor ajust man that doeth good, and
sinneth not. (3.) These defects need pardoning,

healing, grace; for omissions in duty are sins, as

well as omissions of duty. If God should deal with

us in strict justice according to the best of our per-

formances, we are undone. (4. ) The way to obtain

pardon for our deficiencies in duty, and all the ini-

quities of our holy things, is, to seek it of God by
prayer; it is not so a pardon of course, but that it

must be obtained by petition through the blood of
Christ. (5.) In this prayer, we must take encou-
ragement from the goodness of God. The good
Lord fiardon; for when he proclaimed his good-
ness, he insisted most upon this breach of it, forgiv-
ing iniquity, transgression, and sin. (6.) it is the
duty of those that have the charge of others, not
only to look to themselves, but to those also that
are under their charge, to see wherein they are
wanting, and to pray for them; as Hezekiah here.
See Job 1. 5.

2. A successful prayer. The Lord hearkened to

Hezekiah, was well pleased with his pious concerL
for the congregation, and, in answer to his prayer,
healed the people, (v. 20. ) not only did not lay their
sin to their charge, but graciously accepted their
services notwithstanding; for healing denotes not
only forgiveness, Isa. 6. 10. Ps. 103. 3. but comfort
and peace, Isa. 57. 18. Mai. 4. 2.

21. And the children of Israel that were
present at Jerusalem kept the feast of un-
leavened bread seven days with great glad-

ness: and the Levites and the priests prais-

ed the Lord day by day, singing with loud
instruments unto the Lord. 22. And Hez-
ekiah spake comfortably unto all the Le-
vites that taught the good knowledge of the

Lord: and they did eat throughout the

feast seven days, offering peace-offerings,

and making confession to the Lord God
of tiieir fathers. 23. And the whole as-

sembly took counsel to keep other seven
days : and they kept other seven days with
gladness. 24. For Hezekiah king of Ju-

dah did give to the congregation a thousand
bullocks and seven thousand sheep : and
the princes gave to the congregation a thou-

sand bullocks and ten thousand sheep; and
a great number of priests sanctified them-
selves. 25. And all the congregation of
.ludah, with the priests and the Levites,

and all the congregation that came out of

Israel, and the strangers that came out of
the land of Israel, and that dwelt in .Tudah,

rejoiced. 26. So there was great joy in

Jerusalem : for since the time of Solomon
the son of David king of Israel there was
not the like in Jerusalem. 27. Then the

priests the Levites arose and blessed the

people : and their voice was heard, and
their prayer came vp to his holy dwelling-

place, even unto heaven.

After the passover followed the feast of unleaven-

ed bread, which continued seven days. How that

was observed, we are here told, and every thing in

this account looks pleasant and lively.

I. Abundance of sacrifices were offered to God
in peace-oflcrings, by which they both acknowledg-
ed and implored the favour of God, ;md on part of

which the offcrci's feasted with their friends during

these seven davs, {a. 22.) in token of their com-
munion with God, and the comfort they took in his
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faVoui, and their reconciliation to him. To keep
up th.s part of tlie service, that (iod's altar might
be abundantly regaled with the fat and blood, and
his priests and his people with the flesh, of the
peace-offerings, Hezekiah gave out of his own stock

1000 bullocks, and 7000 sheep; and the princes, ex-
cited by his pious example, gave the same number
of bullocks, and a greater number of sheep, and all

for peace-offerings, v. 24. By this, God was ho-
noured, tiie joy of the festival was kept up, and the
strangers were encouraged t j come again to Jerusa-
lem. It was generously done of the king and the
princes, thus plentifully to entertain the whole con-
gregation: but what is a great estate good for, but
that it puts men into a capacity of donig so much
the more good. Christ feasted those that followed
him. I believe neither Hezekiah nor his princes
were the poorer at the year's end for tliis their

pious liberality.

II. Many good prayers were put up to God with
the peace-offerings, v. 22. Tiiey 7nade confession,

to the Lord God of their fathers, in which the in-

tent and meaning of the j)eace-offerings were di-

rected and explained. When the priests sprinkled
the blood and burnt the fat, they made confession,

so did the people when they feasted on their part.

They made a religious confession of their relation

to God and dependence upon him; a penitent con-
fession of tneir sins and infirmities; a thankful con-
fession of God's mercies to them; a supplicatory
confession of their wants and desires, and, in all

these, they had an eye to God as the God of their

fathers, as a God in covencmt with them.
III. There was an abundance of good preaching.

The Levites (whose office it was, Deut. 33. 10.)
taught the people the good knowledge of the Lord,
read and opened the scriptures, and instructed the
congregation concerning God, and their duty to

him; there was great need of it, after so long a fa-

mine of the word as had been in the last reign.

Hezekiah did not himself preach, but he spake
comfortably to the Levites that did, attended their
preaching, commended their diligence, and assured
them of his protection and countenance; hereby he
encouraged them to study hard and take pains, and
put a reputation upon them, that the people might
respect and regard them, the more. Princes and
magistrates, by owning and encouraging failhful and
laborious preachers, greatly serve the interest of

God's kingdom among men.
IV. They sang psalms every day, v. 21, The

Lexntes and priests praised the Lord day by day,
both with songs and musical instruments; thus ex-
pressing their own, and exciting one anotlier's, joy

m God, and thankfulness to him. Praising God
should be much of our work in our religious as-

semblies.

V. Having kept the seven days of the feast in

this religious manner, they had so much comfort in

it, that they kept other seven days, v. 23. They
did not institute any new modes of worship, but re-

peated and continued the old. The case was extra-
ordinary, they had been long without the ordinance,

jjuilt had been contracted by the neglect of it. They
had now got a very great congregation together,

and were in a devout and serious frame; they knew
not when they might have such another opportuni-
ty, and therefore could not now find in their hearts
to part till they had doubled the time. Many of

them were a great way from home, and had busi-

ness in the country to look aftei', for, this being the
second month, they were in the midst of their har-
.tst; yet they were in no haste to return, the zeal
of God's house made them fotget themsehes and
their secular affairs. How unlike tliose who snuffed
at God's service, and said, IVhat a iveariiiess is it!

Or those who asked, When will the sabbath be

gone? The servants of God should abound in his
work.

VI. AH this they did with gladness; {y. 23.) they
all rejoiced, and particularly the strangers, v. 25.
So there was great joy in Jerusalem, v.' 26. Never
was the like since the dedication of the temple in
Solomon's time. Note, Holy duties should be per-
formed with holy gladness; we should be forward
to them, and take pleasure in them, relish the
sweetness of conmiunion with God, and look upon
it as a matter of unspcak..ble joy and comfort, that
we are thus favoured, and have such earnests of
everlasting joy.

VII. The congregation was at length dismissed
with a solemn blessing, v. 27. 1. The priests pro-
nounced it: for it was part of their office to bless the
people. Numb. 6. 22, 23. in which they were both
the people's mouth to God, by way of prayer; and
God's mouth to the people, by way of promise; for
their blessing included both. In it they testified
both their desire of the people's welfare, and their
dependence upon God, and that word of his grace,
to which they commended them. What a comfort
is it to a congregation to be sent home thus crown-
ed! 2. God said jimen to it. The voice of the
priests, when they blessed the people, was heard in
heaver., and came up to the habitation of God's
holiness. When they pronounced the blessing, God
commanded it, and perhaps gave some sensible
token of the ratification of it. The prayer that
comes up to heaven in a cloud of incense, will come
down again to this earth in showers of blessings.

CH7\P. XXXI.
We have here a further account of that blessed reformation

of which Hezekiah was a glorious instrument, and of the
iiappy advances he made in it. I. All the remnants of
idolatry were destroyed and abolished, v. 1. II. The
priests and Levites were set to work again, every man in
his place, v. 2. 111. Care was taken for their mainte-
nance. 1. The royal bounty to the clergy, and for the
support of the temple service, was duly paid, v. 3. 2.
Orders were given for the raising of the people's quota,
V. 4. 3. The people thereupon brought in their dues abun-
dantly, V. 5 . . 10. 4. Commissioners were appointed for
the due distribution of what was brought in, v. 11.. 19.
Lastly, Here is the general praise of Hezekiah's since-
rity in all his undertakings, v. 20, 21,

l.^^TOW when all this was finished, all

J-.nI Israel that were present went out
to the cities of Judah, and brake the images
in pieces, and cut down the groves, and
threw down the high places and the altars

out of all .^idah and Benjamin, in Ephraim
also and Manasseh ; until they had utterly

destroyed them all. Then all the children

of Israel returned every man to his possession

into their own cities. 2. And Hezekiah
appointed the courses of the priests and the

Levites after their courses, every man ac-

cording to his service, the priests and Levites
for burnt-offerings and for peace-offerings, to

minister, and to give thanks, and to praise

in the gates of the tents of the Lord. 3.

He appointed also the king's portion of his

substance for the burnt-offerings, to wit, for

ihn morning and evening burnt-offerings,

and the burnt-offerings for the sabbaths, and
for the new moons, and for the set feasts, as

// is written in the law of the Lord. 4.

Moreover, he commanded the people that
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dwelt in Jerusalem to give the portion of

• the priests and the Levites, that they might

be encouraged in the law of the Lord. 5.

And as soon as the commandment came
abroad, the children of Israel brought in

abundance the first-fruits of corn, wine, and

oil, and honey, and of all the increase of the

field; and the tithe of all Mw/gs brought they

in abundantly. 6. And cowcer/^'^g the chil-

dren of Israel and Judah that dwelt in the

cities of Judah, they also brought in the

tithes of oxen and sheep, and the tithe of

holy things which were consecrated unto the

Lord their God, and laid them by heaps.

7. In the third month they began to lay the

foundation of the heaps, and finished them

in the seventh month. 8. And when Hez-
ekiah and the princes came and saw the

heaps, they blessed the Lord, and his peo-

ple Israel. 9, Then Hezekiah questioned

with the priests and the Levites concerning

the heaps. 10. And Azariah the chief

priest, of the house of Zadok, answered him
and said, Since the people began to bring

tiie offerings into the house of the Lo kd,

we have had enough to eat, and have left

plenty : for the Lord hath blessed his peo-

ple : and that which is left is this great

store.

We have here an account of what was done after

the passover; what was wanting in the solemnities

of preparation for it before, was made up in that

which is better, a due improvement of it after.

When the religious exercises of a Lord's-day or a
communion are finished, we must not think that

then the work is done. No; then the hardest part

of our work begins, which is to exemplify the im-
pressions of the ordinance upon our minds in all the
mstances of a holy conversation. So it was herej
when all this was finished, there was more to be
done.

I. They applied themselves with vigour to de-
stroy all the monuments of idolatry . The king had
done what he could of this kind, (2 Kings 18. 4.)

but the people could discover those profane relics

which escaped the eye of the king's officers, and
therefore they went out to see what they could do,

V. 1. This v/as done immediately after the pass-

over. Note, The comfort of communion with God
should kindle in us a holy zeal and indignation

against every thing that is offensive to God. If our
hearts have been made to burn within us at an or-

dinance, that spirit of burning will consume the
dross of corruption: iV/iat have I now to do any
more ivith idols? Their zeal here in destroying the
images and groves, the high filaces and altars, ap-
peared, 1. In that they did this, not only in tlie cities

of Judah and Benjamin, but in those of Epliraim
and Maiiasseh; some think that those cities are
meant, which were come under the protectirn and
the jurisdiction of the kings of Judah; others think
that, Hoshea, king of Israel, not forbidding it, their
zeal carried them out to the destruction of idolatry,

even in many parts of this kingdom. At least,

those that came out of Ephraim and Manasseh to

keep the passover, (as many did, ch. 30. 18.) de-
stroyed all their own images and groves, and did
the like for as many more as they had influence

upon, or could make interest in for leave to doU;
we should not only reform ourselves, but do all

we can to reform others too. 2. They destroyed
all, they utterly destroyed all, they spared none for
favour or affection either to the images or to their
worshippers; though ever so ancient, ever so costly,

ever so beautiful, and ever so well patronised, yet
they must all be destroyed. Those that sincerely
set themselves against sin, will set themselves
against all sin. 3. They would not return to theii
houses, though they had been long absent, till this

was done: they could not be easy, nor think them-
selves safe, in their cities, as long as their images
and groves, those betrayers and destroyers of their
country, were left standing. Perhaps the prophet
Isaiah pointed to this, when, a little before, he spake
of a day in which men should cast away the very
idols that themselves had made. So surprising was
the blessed change, Isa. 2. 20.—31. 6, 7.

II. Hezekiah revived and restored the courses of
the priests and Levites, which David had appoint-
ed, and which had of late been put out of course, v.

2. The temple-ser\'ice was put into method again,
to run in the old channel. Every man was made
to know his work, his place, his time, and what was
expected from him. Good order contributes much
to the carrying on of a good work. The p' iests were
appointed in their courses for burnt-offerings and
peace-offerings, the Le\ites in their courses were
some to minister to the priests, others to give thanks
and praise. See 1 Chron. 23. 4, 5. And all this
in the gates or courts of the tents of the Lord. The
temple is here called a tent, because the temple-
privileges are moveable things, and this temple was
shortly to be removed.

III. He appropriated a branch of the revenue of
his crown to the maintenance and support of the
altar. Though the people were to be at the charge
of the daily offerings, and those on the sabbaths,
new moons, and feasts, yet, rather than they should
be burthened with the expense, he allowed out of
his own estate, or out of his exchequer, for all those
offerings, v. 3. It was a generous act of piety,
wherein he ciiusulted both God's hmour and his
people's ease, as a faithful servant to liim, and a
tender father to them. Let princes ; tid great men
reckon that well bestowed, and set out to the best
interest, which they give for the support and en-
couragement of religion in their country.

IV. He issued out an order to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem first, v. 4. (that thev who were nearest
the temple, and both saved and got by being so,

might give a good example to others,) but which
was afterward extended to, or, at least admitted by,
the cities of Judah, that they should carefully pay
in their dues, according to the law of the priests and
Levites. This had been long neglected, which
made the work to be neglected; for a scandalous
maintenance makes a scandalous ministry. But
Hezekiah, having himself been liberal, may with a
good grace require his subjects to be just, to the
temple-service. And observe the end lie aims at in

recovering and restoring to the priests and Levites
their portion, that they might be encouraged in the

laiv of the Lord, in the studv of it, and in doing
their duty according to it. Observe here, 1. It is

fit that ministers should be not only maintained, but
encouraged, tliat they should not only be ke])t to do
their work, but that they should also have where-
with to live comfortably, that they may do it with
cheerfiilness. 2. Yet they are to be maintained,
not in idleness, pride, and luxury, but in the law of
(he Lord, in their observance of it themselves, and
in teaching others the good knowledge of it.

V. The people, thereupon, brought in their tithes

very readily ; they wanted nothing but to be called

upon; and therefore, as soon as the commandment
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came abroad, the first-fruits and all the holy things

were duly brought in, v. 5, 6. Wliat the priests

had occasion for, for tliemselves and their famiUes,

they made use of, and the overplus was laid in

heafis, V. 6, All harvest-time, they were increasing

these heaps, as the fruits of the earth were gather-

ed in, for God was to have his dues out of them all.

Though a prescription may be pleaded for a modus
decimandi—tything-modus; yet it cannot be plead-

ed /rro non decimando—-for the omission of tything.

When harvest ended, they finished their heaps, v.

7. Now here we have, 1. The account given to

Hezekiah concerning those heaps. He questioned
with the priests and Levites concerning them, why
they did not use what was paid in, but hoarded it

up thus, V. 9. To which it was answered, that

they had made use of all they had occasion for, for

the maintenance of themselves and their families,

and for their winter-store, and that this was that

which was left over and above, v. 10. They did not

hoard these heaps for covetousness, but to show
what plentiful provision God by his law had made
for them, if they could but have it collected and
brought in; and that they who conscientiously give

God his dues out of their estates, bring a blessing

upon all they have; Since they began to bring in the

offerings, the Lord had blessed his fieofile. See for

this. Hag. 2. 19. "Try me," says God, "if you
will not otherwise trust me, whether, upon your
bringing the tithes into the store-house, you have
not a blessing poured out upon you," Mai. 3. 10,

11. Ezek. 44. 30. 2. The acknowledgment which
the king and piinces made of it, v. 8. They gave
thanks to God for his good pro\idence which ga\

e

them something to bring, and his good grace which
gave them hearts to bring it. And they also blessed

the peofile, that is, commended them for their doing
well now, without reproaching them for their for-

mer neglects. It is observable, that after they had
tasted the sweetness of God's ordinance in the late

comfortable passover, they were thus free in main-
taining the temple-service. They that experience
the benefit of a settled ministry, will not grudge the
expense of it.

1 1 . Then Hezekiah commanded to pre-

pare chambers in the house of the Lord
;

and they prepared them^ 12. And brought
in the offerings, and the tithes, and the dedi-

cated things, faithfully; over which Conon-
iah the Levite ivas ruler, and Shimei his

brother was the next. 1 3. And Jehiel, and
Azaziah, and Nahath, and Asahel, and
Jerimoth, and Jozabad, and Eliel, and
Ismachiah, and Mahath, and Benaiah, were
overseers, under the hand of Cononiah and
Shimei his brother, at the commandment of
Hezekiah the king, and Azariah the ruler

of the house of God. 1 4. And Kore the

son of Imnah the Levite, the porter toward
the east, was over the free-will-offerings of
God, to distribute the oblations ofthe Lord,
and the most ho.y things. 15. And next
him were Eden, and Miniamin, and Jeshua,
and Shemaiah, Amariah, and Shecaniah,
in the cities of the priests, in their set office,

to give to their brethren by courses, as well
to the great as to the small : 16. Besides
their genealogy of males, from three years
old and upward, even unto every one that

Vol. II.—5 1

entereth into the house of the Lord, his

daily portion for their service in their

charges, according to their courses; 17.

Both to the genealogy of the priests by the

house of their fathers, and the Levites fr: m
twenty years old and upward, in their

charges by their courses: 18. And to the

genealogy of all their little ones, their wives,

and their sons, and their daughters, through
all the congregation : for in their set office

they sanctified themsilves in hohness: 19.

Also of the sons of Aaron the priests, lohich

were in the fields of the suburbs of their

cities, in every several city, the men that

were expressed by name to give portions to

all the males among the priests, and to all

that were reckoned by genealogies aniong
the Levites. 20, And thus did Hezekiah
throughout all Judah, and wrought that

which was good and right and truth before

the Lord his God. 21. And in every woik
that he began in the service of the house of
God, and in the law, and in the command-
ments, to seek his God, he did it with all

his heart, and prospered.

Here we have,
I. Two particular instiinces of the care of Heze-

kiah concerning church-matters; having put them
into good Drder, to keep them so. The tithes and
other holy tilings being brought in, he provided,

1. That Ihey should be carefiillv laid up, andnrt
left exposed in loose heaps, liable to be wasted and
embezzled; lie ordered chambers to be made ready
in some of the courts of the temple for store-cham'-
bers, {v. 11.) and into them the offerings were
brought, and there kept under lock and key, v. 12,
13. Treasurers or store-keepers weie appointed,
who had the oversight of them, to see that moth
and rust did not corrupt them, nor thieves break
through to steal. Ths wisdom of laying up the
surplus in days of plenty, we may learn from the
ant, v/hoprovideth meat in summer. The laying
up in store what was brought in, was an encourage-
ment to people to pay in their contributions. That
will be given cheerfully by the pubhc, which ap-
pears to be well-husbanded.

2. That they sliould be faithfully laid rut, accord-
ing to the uses they were intended for. Church-
treasures are not to be hoarded any longer than till

there is occasion for them; even the rust will be a
witness against them that do. Officers were ap-
pointed, men (no doubt) of approved wisdom and
faithfulness, to distribute the oblations of the Lord,
and the most holy Mw^s among the priests, {v. 14.)
and to see that they all had a competent maintenance
for themselves and their families. The law pro-
vided sufficient for them all, and therefore if some
had too little, it must be because others had too
much; to prevent such inequality, these officers
were to go by some certain rule of proportion, in

the disposal of the incomes of the temple. It is said
of the priests here, {v. 18.) that in their set office
they sanctified themselves; in faith they sanctified
themselves, so the word is; that is, as Bishop Patrick
explains it, they attended their ministry at the
house of God, not doubting but tliey should be pro-
vided with all things necessary; now because they
served God in that confidence, care was taken that
they should not be made ashamed of their hope.
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They that sanctify themselves to Gcd and his ser-

vice in fnith, believing that he will see tlieni want
nothing that is good for them, shall, verily, befed.
Out of the offerings of the Lord distribution was

made, (1.) To the priests in the cities {v. 15.) who
staid at home while their brethren went to Jerusa-

lem, and did good there in teaching the good know-
ledge of the Lord; the preaching-priests were
maintained as well as the sacrificing-priests, and
they that abode by the stuff, as they that warred
the'warfare. (2.) To those that entered into the

house of the Lord, all the males from three years
old andufiivards; for the male children e\en at that

tender age, it seems, were allowed to come into the

temple with their parents, and shared with them in

this distribution, v. 16. (3.) Even the Levites from
twenty years old and upward had their share, v.

17. (4. ) The wives and children of the priests and
Levites had a comfortable maintenance out of those

offerings, v. 18. In maintaining ministers, regard
must be had to their families, that not they only, but
their's may have food convenient. In some coun-
tries where ministers have their salary paid tliem

by the state, an addition is made to it upon the birth

of a child. (5. ) The priests in the country, that

lived in the fields of the suburbs, were not over-

looked in this ministration, v. 19. They also had
their share, who were inhabitants of the villages,

though they might be supposed to live at a less ex-
pense.

II. A general character of Hezekiah's services

for the support of rehgion, v. 20, 21. 1. His pious
zeal reaciied to all the parts of his khigdom, thus

he did throughout all Judah; every part of the
country, and not those only that lay next him,
shared in the good fruits of his government. 2. He
sincerely designed to please God, and approved
himself to liim in all he did: he wrought that which
was good before the Lord his God; all his care was
to do that which should be accepted of God, which
was right, (th.at is, agreeable to natural equity,) and
truth, (that is, agreeable to divine revelation, and
his covenant with CTod.) before the Lord; to do ac-
cording to that law which is holy, just, and good.

3. What he began, he went through with, prose-

cuted it with vigour, and did it with all his heart. 4.

All his good intentions were brought to a good issue;

whatever he did in the service of the house of (iod,

and in the government of his kingdom, he prosper-
ed in it. What is undertaken witli a sincere regard
to the glory of God, will succeed to our own honour
and comfort at last.

CHAP. XXXII.
This chapter continues and concludes the history of the

reign of Hczekiah. I. The descent which Sennacherib
made upon him, and the care he took to fortify himself,
his city, and the minds of his people against that enemy,
V. 1 . . 8. II. The insolent blasphemous letters and mes-
sages which Sennacherib sent him, v. 9 . . 19. III. The
real answer God gave to Sennacherib's blasphemies, and
to Hezekiah's prayers, in the total rout of the Assyrian
army, to the shame of Sennacherib, and the honour of
Hezekiah, V. 20..23. IV. Hezekiah's sickness and his
recovery from that ; his sin and his recovery from that

;

with the honours that attended him living and dead, v.

24.. 33.

1 . 4 FTER these thinp;, and .he esta-

l\. blishment thereof^ Sennacherib king
of Assyria came, and entered into Judah,
and encamped against the fenced cities, and
thought to win them for himself 2. And
when He'/ekiah saw that Sennacherib was
come, and that he was pinposed to fight

against Jerusalem, 3. He took counsel with

his pi iices and his mighty men to stop ihe

waters of the Ibiintains, which loert' without
the city ; and they did help him. 4. So
there was gathered much people together,

who stopped all the fountains, and the brook
that ran through the midst of the land, say-

ing. Why should the kings of Assyria, come
and find much water? b. Also he strength-

ened himself, and built up all the wall that

was broken, and raised it up to the towers
and another wall without, and i epaired Mil-

lo in the city of David, and made darts and
shields in abundance. 6. And he set cap-

tains of war over the people, and gathered
them together to him in the street of the gate
of the city, and spake comfortably to them,
saying, 7. Be strong and courageous, be
not afraid nor dismayed for the king of As-
syria, nor for all the multitude that is with
him : for there be more with us than with
him. S. With him is an arm of flesh : but
with us is the Lord our God, to help us,

and to fight our battles. And the people

rested themselves upon the words of Heze-
kiah king of Judah.

Here is,

1. The formidable design of Sennacherib against

Hezekiah's kingdom, and the vigorous attempt he
made u])on it. This Sennacherib was now, as Ne-
!>uchadnezzar was afterward, the terror and scourge
and great < ppressor of that part of the world, that
aimed to raise a boundless monarchy for himself
upon the ruins of all his neighbours; his predecessor
Shalmaneser had lately made himself master of the
kingdon. of Israel, and carried the ten tribes cap-
tive: Sennacherib thought, in like manner, to win
Judah for himself. Pride and ambition put men
u])oii grasping at universal dominion; and it is ob-
servable that, just about this time, Rome was built

by Romulus, a city which afterward came to reign

more than any other had done over the kings of the

earth. Sennacherib invaded Judah immediately*
after the reformation of it, and the re-establishment
of religion in it; after these things, he entered into

Judah, V. 1. 1. It was well ordered by the Divine
Providence, that he did not give them this distur-

bance before the reformation was finished and es-

tablished, which might have put a stop to it. 2.

Perhaps he intended to chastise Hezekiah for de-

stroying that idolatry to which he himself was
devoted; he looked upon Hezekiah as profane in

what he had done, and that he had thrown himself
out of the divine protection, and might therefore be
easily made a prey of. 3. God ordered it at this

time, that he might have an opportunity ol showing
himself strong on the behalf of this returning re-

forming people. He brought this trouble upon them,
that he might have the lionour, and might put on

them the honour of their deliverance. After these

things, and the establishment thereof, one would ex-

pect to hear of nothing but perfect peace, and that

none durst meddle with a people thus qualified for

the divine favour; yet the next news we hear, is,

that a threatening destroying army enters the coun-

try, and is ready to lay all waste. We may be in

the way of our duty, and yet meet with trouble and
danger; God orders it for the trial of our confidence

* From thfi 2 Kings 18. 13. we learn th.it it was in llie fouitcenth

year of Ilezekiali's reign.

—

Ed.
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m him, and the manifestation of his care concern-

ing us. The little opposition which Sennacherib

met with in entering Judah, possessed his mind
with the conceit that all was his own. He thought

to win all the fenced cities, {v. 1. ) and purposed to

fight against Jerusalem, v. 2. See 2 Kings 18. 7, 13.

II. The preparation which Hezekiah prudently

made against this storm that threatened him. He
took counsel with his /irinces what he should do,

what measures he should take; and with their ad-

vice, he provided, 1. That the country should give

him a cold reception, for lie took care that he should

find no water in it, (and then liis army must perish

for thirst,) or, at least, that there should be a scar-

city of w.iter, by which his army would be weak-
ened, and unfitted for service. A powerful army,
if it want water but a few da\ s, will be but a heap
of dry dust. All hands we're set immediately to

work, to sto/i the fountains, and the brook that ran
through the midfit of the land, turning that (it is pro-

babie) into the city by pipes under ground. Such
as this is the policy commonly pi-actised now-a-days
of destroying the forage before an invading army.
2. That the city should give him a •zvarm reception:

in order to this, he repaired the wall, raised towers,

and made darts, or, as it is in the margin, sivords or

wealions, and shields in abundance, (w. 5.) and ap-
pointed captains, v. 6. Note, Those that trust God
with their safety, must yet use proper means for

their safety, else they tempt him, and do not trust

him. God will firovide, but so must we also.

III. The encouragement wliich he gave to his

people to depend upon God in this distress. He
gathered them together in a broad open street, and
yfiake comfortably to them, v. 6. He had a good
heart on it himself, and was confident it would issue

well; he was not like his father, who had much
guilt to terrify him, and no faith to encourage him;
so that, in a time of public danger, his heart was
jnoved, as the trees of thr wood ai'e moved with the

wind, and then no marvel that the heart of his p.eo-

fde was so too, Isa. 7. 2. With what he said, he put
life into his people, his captains especially, and
spake to their heart, as the word is. 1. He endea-
vours to keep down their fears. " Be strong and
CO irageous, do not think of sunendering the city or

c.i]/itiilating, but resolve to hold it out to the last

man: do not think of losing the city, or to fall into

the enemy's hand; there is no danger. Let the sol-

diers be bold and brave, make good their posts,

St md to their arms, and fight manfully, and let the
citizens encourage them to do so. Be not afraid nor
dis7nayed for the king of Assyria." The prophet
had thus encouraged them, from God, (Isa. 10. 24.)
Be not afraid of the Assyrian; and here the king
from him. Now it was that the simiers in Zion were
afraid, (\sa. 33. 14. ) but the righteous (/-tw/? on /«/§•/;,

{v. 15. 16.) and meditated terror so as to conquer
it, {v. 18.) which refers to what is recorded here.
2. He endeavours to keep their faith in order to the
silencing and suppressing of their fears. "He has
a multitude with him, and yet there be more with
us than with him; for we have God with us, and
how many do you reckon for him? With him is an
arm of flesh, which he trusts to; but with us is the

Lord, whose power is irresistible; our God, whose
promise is inviolable; a God in covenant with us,

to help us, and tofight our battles, not only to help
us to fight them, but to fight them for us, if he
pleases:" and so he did here. Note, A believing

confidence in God will raise us above the prevailing
fear of man. He that feareth the fury of the op-
pressor, forgetteth the Lord his iV/aX.-er,"lsa. 51. 12,

13. It is probable that Hezekiah said more to this

purport, and that the people rested themselves uj^on

what he said, not merely upon his word, but on the
things he said concerning the oresence of God with

them and his power to relieve them. The belief

of this made them easy. Let the good subjects and
soldiers of Jesus Christ rest themselves thus upon
his word, and boldly say, Since God is for us, who
can be against us?

9. After this Sennacherib king of Assyria

sent his servants to Jerusalem, (but he him-

self laid siege against Lachish, and all liis

power with him,) unto Hezekiah king of

J udah, and unto all Judah that icere at Je-

rusalem, saying, 10. Thus saith Senna-
cherib king of Assyria, Whereon do ye trust,

that ye abide in the siege in Jerusalem ? 11.

Doth not Hezekiah persuade you to give

over yourselves to die by famine and by
thirst, saying, The Lord our God shall de-

liver us out of the hand of the king of As-
syria ? 12. Hath not the same Hezekiah
taken away his high places and his altars,

and commanded Judah and Jerusalem, say-

ing. Ye shall worship before one altar, and
burn incense upon it ? 1 3. Know ye not

what I and my fathers have done unto all

the people oi other lands ? were the gods of

the nations of those lands any ways able to

deliver their lands out ofmy hand? 14. Who
teas there among all the gods of those na-

tions, that my fathers utterly destroyed, that

could deliver his people out of my hand, that

your God should be able to deliver yoxi out

of my hand? 15. Now therefore let not

Hezekiah deceive you, nor persuade you
on this manner, neither yet believe him; for

no god of any nation or kingdom was able

to deliver his people out of my hand, and
out of the hand of my fathers : how much
less shall your God deliver you out of my
hand? 16, And his servants spake yet more
against the Lord God, and against his ser-

vant Hezekiah. 17. He wrote also letters

to rail on the Lord God of Israel, and to

speak against him, saying. As the gods of

the nations of other lands have not delivered

their people out of my hand, so shall not the

God of Hezekiah deliver his people out of

my hand. 1 8. Then they cried with a loud

voice, in the Jews' speech, unto the people

of Jerusalem that laere on the wall, to af-

fright them, and to trouble them, that they

might take the city. 19. And they spake

against the God of Jerusalem as against the

gods of the people of the earth, lohich were

the work of the hands of man. 20. For
this cause Hezekiah the king, and the pro-

phet Isaiah the son of A moz, prayed and
cried to heaven. 21. And the Lord sent

an angel, which cut off all the mighty men
of valour, and the leaders and captains, in

the camp of the king of Assyria : so he re-

turned with shame of face to his own land.
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And when he was come into the house of

his god, they that came forth of his own
bowels slew him there with the sword. 22.

Thus the Lord saved Hezekiah and the

inhabitants of Jerusalem fiom the hand of

Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from

the hand of all other^ and guided them on

every side. 23. And many brought gifts

unto the Lord to Jerusalem, and presents

to Hezekiah king of Judah : so that he was
magnified in the sight of all nations from

thenceforth.

This story of the rage and bhisphemy of Senna-

cherib, Hezekiah's prayer, and the deliverance of

Jerusalem by the destruction of the Assyrian army,
we had more at large in the book of Kings, 2 Kings

18, 19. It is contracted here, yet large enough to

show these three tilings :

I. The impiety and m dice of the church's ene-

mies. Sennacherib has his hands full in besieging

Lachish, d. 9. but hears that Hezekiah is fortifying

Jerusalem, and encouraging his peo])le to stand it

out; and therefore, before he came in person to be-

siege it, he sends messengers to make speeches, and

himself writes letters to frighten Hezekiah and his

people into a surrender of the city. See, 1. His

great malice against the king of Judah, in endea-

vouring to withdraw his subjects from their alle-

giance to him. He does not treiit with Hezekiah,

as a man of honour would have done, nor propose

fair terms to him, but uses mean and base artifices,

unbecoming a crowned head, to terrify the common
people, and persuade them to desert him. He re-

E
resented Hezekiah as one who designed to deceive

is subjects into their ruin, and betray them to fa-
mine and thirst; {v. 11.) as one who had done them
great wrong, and exposed them already to the di-

vine displeasure by taking away the high places and
altars; (t'. 12.) and who, against the common in-

terest ot his people, held out against a force that

would certainly be their ruin, x<. 15. 2. His great

impiety against the God of Israel; the God ofJeru-

salem he is called, v. 19. because that was the place

he had chosen to put his name there, and because

that was the place which was now threatened by
the enemy, and which the Divine Providence had
under its special protection. This proud blasphe-

mer compares the great Jehovah, the Maker of hea-

ven and earth, with the dunghill-gods of the nations,

the work of men's hands, and thinks him no more
able to deliver his woi'shippers, than they were to

deliver their's, v. 19. As if an infinite and eternal

Spirit had no more wisdom and power than a stone

or the stock of a tree. He boasts of his triumphs
over the gods of the nations, that they could none of

them protect their people, v. 13- •15. and thence

infers not only, How shall your God deliver you?
V. 14. but, as if he were inferior to them all. How
much less shall your God deliver you? As if he
were less able to help than any of them. Thus did

they rail; rail in writing, (which being more deli-

berate, is so much the worse,) o?i the Lord God of
Israel, as if he were a cipher and an empty name,
like all the rest, v. 17. Sennacherib, in the instruc-

tions he gave, said more than enough; but, as if his

blasphemies had been too little, his servants, who
learned insolence from their master, spake yet more
than he bade them against the Lord God and his

servant Hezekiah, v. 16. And God resents and
will reckon for, what it said against his servants, as

well as what is said against himself. All this was
intended to frighten the people from their hope in

God; which David's enemies sought to take him off

from, (Ps. 11. 1.—42. 10.) saying, There is no helfi

for him in God, Ps. 3. 27.—1. 11, Thus they hoped
to take the city by weakening the hands of those
that should defend it. Satan, in his temptations,
aims to destroy our faith in God's all-sufficiency

knowing that he gain his point, if he can do that; as

we keep our ground, if our faith fail not, Luke
22. 32.

II. The duty and interest of the church's friends:

and that is, in the day of distress to pray and cry
to Heaven. So Hezekiah did, and the prophet
Isaiah, v. 20. It was a happy time, when the king
and the prophetjoin thus in prayer. Is any troubled?
Is any terrified? Let them pray. So we engage
God for us, so we encourage oursehes in him.
Praying to God is here called crying to Heaven,
because we aie, in prayer, to eye him as our Father
in heaven, whence he beholds the children of men,
and where he has prepared his throne.

III. The power and goodness of the church's
God. He is able both to control his enemies, be
they never so high, and to relieve his friends, be
they never so low. As tlie blasphemies of his ene-
mies engage him against them, (Deut. 32. 27.) so

the prayers of his peimle engage him for them;
they did so here: 1. The army of the Assyrians
was cut off by the sword of an angel, which triumph-
ed particularly in the slaughter of the mighty men
of valour, and the leaders and captains, who defied

the sword of any man. God delights to abase the
proud and secure. The Targuni says, The word
of the Lord (the Eternal Word) sent Gabriel to do
this execution, and that it was done with lightning,

and in the passover-night; that was the night in

which the angel destroyed the first-born of Egypt.
But that was not all; 2. The king of the Assyrians,
having receix ed this disgrace, was cut off by the
sword of his own sons. They that came forth oj

his own bowels, slew him, v. 21. Thus was he
mortified first, and then murdered; shamed first,

and then slain. Evil pursues sinners; and when
they escape one mischief, they run upon anothei
unseen.
Now, by this work of wonder, (1.) God was glo-

rified, as the Protector of his people. Thus he
saved Jerusalem, not only from the hand of Senna-
cherib, but from the hand of all others; for such a
deliverance as this was an earnest of much me', cy
in store; and he guided them, that is, he guarded
them, on every side. God defends his people by
directing them, shows them what they should do,

and so saves them from what is designed or done
against them. For this, many brought gifts tinto

the Lord, when they saw the great power of God
in the defence of his people. Strangers were there-

by induced to supplicate his favour, and enemies to

deprecate his wrath, and both brought gifts to his

temple, in token of their care and desire. (2.)

Hezekiah was magnified as the favourite and parti-

cular care of Heaven; many brought presents to

him, {v. 22, 23. ) in token of the honour they had
for him, and to make an interest in him. By the

favour of God, enemies are lost, and friends gained.

24. In those days Hezekiah was sick to

the death, and prayed unto the Lord: and

he spake unto him, and he gave him a sign.

25. But Hezekiah rendered not again ac-

cording to the benefit done unto him; for

his heart was lifted up : therefore there was
wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Je-

rusalem. 26. Notwithstanding, Hezekiah
humbled himself for the pride of his heart,

{both he and tiie inhabitants of Jerusalem,)
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9t) that the wrath of the Lord came not

upon them in the days of Hezekiah. 27.

And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches

and honour: and he made himself treasuries

for silver, and for gold, and for precious

stones, and for spices, and for shields, and
for all manner of pleasant jewels; 28.

Storehouses also for the increase of corn,'

and wine, and oil; and stalls for all manner
of beasts, and cotes for flocks. 29. Moreover
he provided him cities, and possessions of

flocks and herds in abundance; for God
had given him substance very much. 30.

This same Hezekiah also stopped the upper
water-course of Gihon, and brought it

straight down to the west side of the city

of David. And Hezekiah prospered in all

his works. 31. Howbeit, in the business of
the ambassadors of the princes of Babylon,
who sent unto him to inquire of the wonder
that was done in the land, God left him to

try him, that he might know all that was in

his heart. 32. i\ow the rest of the acts of

Hezekiah, and his goodness, behold, they

are written in the Vision of Isaiah the pro-

phet the son of Amoz, aiid in the book of

the Kings of Judah and Israel. 33. And
Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and they

buried him in the chiefest of the sepulchres

of the sons of David: and all Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem did him honour
at his death. And Manasseh his son reign-

ed in his stead.

Here we conclude the story of Hezekiah, with an
account of three things concerning him:

I. His sickness, and his i-ecovery from it, v. 24.

It is but briefly mentioned here; we had a large

narrative of it, 2 Kings 20. His disease seemed
likely to be mortal. In the extremity of it, he
prayed, God answered him, and gave him a sign

that he should recover; the going back of the sun
ten degrees.

II. His sin, and his repentance for that; this was
also more largely related, 2 Kings 20. 12, &c. yet
several things are here observed concerning it,

which we had not there.

1. The occasion of it was the king of Babylon's
sending an honourable embassy to him, to congra-
tulate him on his recovery. But here it is added
that they came to inquire of the wonder that tvas

done in the land, {v. 31.) either the destruction of

the Assyrian army, or the going back of the sun.

The Assyrians were their enemies, they came to

inquire concerning their fall, that they might tri-

umph in it. The sun was their god, they came to

inquire concerning the favour he liad shown to He -

zekiah, that they might honour him whom their

god honoured, v. 31. These miracles were wrought
to alarm and awaken a stupid careless world, and
turn them from dumb and lame idols to the living

God ; and men were startled by them, but not con-
verted till a greater wonder was done in that land,

<n the appearing of Jesus Christ; Matth. 2. 1, 2.

2 God left him to himself in it, to try him, v.

31. God, by the power of his almighty grace,
could have prevented the sin ; but he permitted it

for wise and holy ends, that, by this trial and his

weakness in it, he might know, that is, it might
be known, (an usual Hebraism,) what was in his
heart; that he was not so perfect in grace as he
thought he was, but had his follies and infirmities
as well as other men. God left him to himself, to
be proud of his wealth, to keep him from being
proud of his holiness. It is good for us to know
ourselves, and our own weakness and sinfulness,
that we may not be conceited, or self-confident,
but may always think meanly of ourselves, and live
in a dependence upon divine grace. We know not
the corruption of our own hearts, nor what we shall
do if God leave us to ourselves. Lord, lead us not
into temjitation.

3. His sin was, that his heart ivas lifted up, x\
25. He was proud of the honour God had put upon
him in so many instances ; the honour his neigh-
bours did him in bringing him presents ; and now
that the king of Babylon should send an embassy to
him to caress and court him, this exalted him above
measure. When Hezekiah had destroyed other
idolatries, he began to idolize liimself O what
need have great men, and good men, and useful
men, to study their own infirmities and follies, and
their obligations to free grace, that they may never
think highly of themselves, and to beg earnestly of
God, that he will hide pride from them, and always
keep them humble!

4. The aggravation of his sin, was, that he made
so bad a return to God for his favours to him,
making even those favours the food and fuel of his
pride, u. 25, He rendered not again according to
the benefit done unto him. Note, It is justly ex-
pected that they who have received mercy from
Ciod, should study to make some suitable returns
for the mercies they have received ; and if they do
not, their ingratitude will certainly be charged upon
them. Though we cannot render an equivalent, or
the payment of a debt, we must render the acknow-
ledgment of a favour: What shall I render, that
may be so accepted? Ps. 116. 12.

5. The divine displeasure he was under for this
sin ; though it was but a heart-sin, and the overt-
act seemed not only innocent, but civil, (the show-
ing of his treasures to a friend,) yet wrath came
upon him and his kingdom for it, -u. 25. Note,
Pride is a sin that God hates as much as any other,
and particularly in his own people. They that
exalt themselves, must expect to be abased, and
put under humbling providences. Wrath came on
David for his pride in numbering the people.

6. His repentance for this sin. He humbled him-
selffor the firide of his heart. Note, (1.) Though
God may, for wise and holy ends, suffer his people
to fall into sin, yet he will not suffer them to lie still

in it; they shall not be utterly cast down. (2.)
Heart-sins are to be repented of, though they go
no further. (3.) Self-humiliation is a necessary
branch of repentance. (4.) Pride of heart, by
which we have lifted up ourselves, is a sin, for
which we ought, in a special manner, to humble
ourselves. (5. ) People ought to moum for the sins

of their rulers. The inhabitants of Jerusalem
humbled themselves with Hezekiah ; either be-
cause they knew they also had been guilty of the
same sin, or, at least, feared they might share in

the punishment. When Da\ id, in his pride, num-
bered the people, they all smarted for it.

7. The reprieve granted thereupon. The wrath
came not in his days ; while he lived, there were
peace and truth ; so much does repentance a\ ail to

put by, or, at least, to put off, the tokens of God's
anger.

III. Here is the honour done to Hezekiah: 1.

By the providence of God while he li\ ed. He had
exceeding much riches and honour, (x'. 27.) re
plenished his stores, victualled his camps, fortified
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his city, and did all he wished to do ; for God had
(f/ven him substance very much, -u. 29. Among
his great performances his turning the water-course
of Gihon is mentioned, {y. 30. ) which was done
upon occasion of Sennacherib's invasion, -v. 3, 4.

1 he water had come into that which is called the
old fiool, (Isa. 22. 11.) and the ufifier pool, (Isa.

7. 3. ) but he gathered the waters into a new place,
for the greater convenience of the city, called the
lower fiool, Isa. 22. 9. And, in general, he pros-
pered in all his works, for they were good works.
2. By the respetts paid to his memory when he
was dead. (1.) The prophet Isaiah wrote his life

and reign, {v. 32. ) his acts, and his goodness, or
piety, part of the honour of which is to be recorded
and remembered, for example to others. (2.) The
people did him honour at his death, {v. 33.) buried
him in the chiefest of the sepulchres, made as great
burning for him as for Asa; or, which is a much
greater honour, made great lamentation for him,
as for Josiah. See liow the honour of serious god-
liness is manifested in the consciences of men.
Tliough it is to be feared tliat the generality of the
people did not heartily comply with the reforming
kmgs, yet they could not but praise their endea-
vours for reformation, and the memory of those
kings was blessed among them. It is a debt we
owe to those who have been eminently useful
in their day, to do them honour at their death,
when they are out of the reach of flattery, and we
have seen the end of their conversation. The due
payment of this debt will be an encouragement to
others to do likewise.

CHAP. XXXIIl.
In this chapter, we have the history of the reign, I. Of
Manasseh, who reigned long. 1. His wretched apostasy
fronfi God, and revoU to idolatry, and all wickedness, v.

1 . .10. 2. His happy return to God in his affliction; his

repentance, V. H . . 13. his reformation, v. 15.. 17. and
prosperity, v. 14. with the conclusion of his reign, v. 18
. . 20. II. Of Anion, who reigned very wickedly, v. 21

. . 23. and soon ended his days unhappily, v. 24, 25.

1. IVITANASSEH z^y/s twelve years old

JjIjL when lie began to reign : and he

reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem

:

2. But did that which ivas evil in the sight

of the Lord, like unto the abominations of

the heathen, wiiom the Lord had cast out
before the children of Israel. 3. For he
built again the high places which Hezekiah
his father had broken down, and he reared

up altars for Baalim, and made groves, and
worshipped all the host of heaven, and
served them. 4. Also he built altars in the

house of the Lord, whereof the Lord had
said. In Jerusalem shall my name be for

ever. 5. And he built altars for all the host

of heaven in the two courts of the house of
the Lord. 6. And he caused his children

to pass through the fire in the valley of the

son of Hinnom : also he observed times, and
used enchantments, and used witchcraft,

and dealt with a familiar spirit, and with
wizards: he wrought much evil in the sight

of the Lord, to provoke him to anger. 7.

And he set a carved image, the idol which
he had made, in the house of God, of which
(jrod had said to David, and to Solomon his

son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, which
1 have chosen before all the tribes of I&iael,

will I put my name for ever: 8. Neither
will I any more remove the foot of Israel

from out of the land which I have appoint
ed for your fathers: so that they will take
heed to do all that I have commanded
them, according to the whole law and the

statutes and the ordinances by the hand of
Moses. 9. So Manasseh made Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem to err, and to

do worse than the heathen, whom the Lord
had destroyed before the children of Israel.

10. And the Lord spake to Manasseh,
and to his people ; but they would not

hearken.

We have here an account of the great wickedness
of Manasseh; it is the same almost word for word
with that which we had, 2 Kings 21. 1..9. and took
a melancholy view of it; it is no such pleasing sub-
ject, that we should delight to dwell upon it again.

riiis foolish young prince, in contradiction to the
good example and good education his father ga\ e

him, abandoned himself to all impiety; transcribed
the abominations of the heathen, (i». 2.) ruined the
established religion, and unra\ elled his father's glo-

rious reformation, (x». 3. ) profaned the house of God
with his idolatry, (y. 4, 5.) dedicated his children
to Moloch, and made the Devil's lying oracles liis

guides and his counsellors, v. 6. In contempt of

the choice God had made of Sion to be his rest for

ever, and Israel to be his covenant-people, (v. 8.)

and the fair terms he stood upon with him, he em-
braced other gods, profaned God's chosen temple,
and debauched his chosen people; he made them to

err, and do worse than the heathen, {v. 9.) for if the
unclean spirit return, he brings with him seven other
spirits more wicked than himself. That which ag-

gravated the sin of Manasseh, was, that God spake
to him and his people, by tlie prophets, but they

would not hearken, v. 10. We may here adn]ire

the grace of God in speaking to them, and tlieii- ob-

stinacy in tuniing a deaf ear to him; that eitlier

their badness did not quite turn away his goodness,

but still he waited to be gracious, or that his good-

ness did not turn them from their badness, but still

thev hated to be reformed.
Now from this let us learn, 1. That it is no new

thing, but a very sad thing, for the children of godly

parents to turn aside from that good way of God in

which they have been trained up. Parents may.
give many good things to their children, but they
cannot give them grace. 2. Corruptions in worship
are such diseases of the church, as even then, when
they seem to be cured, it is very apt to relapse into

again. 3. The god of this world has strangely blinded

men's minds, and has a wonderful power over those

that are led captive by him; else he could not draw
them from God their best Friend, to depend upon
their sworn enemy.

11. Wherefore the Lord brought upon
them the captains of the host of the king of

Assyria, which took Manasseh among the

thorns, and bound him with fetters, and car-

ried him to Babylon. 12. And when he

was in aflliction, he besought the Loud his

God, and humbled iiimself greatly before

the God of his fathi^rs. 1.3. And prayeii

unto him; and he was entreated of hiui.
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and heard his supplication, and brought him
again to Jerusalem into liis kingdom. Then
Manasseh knew that the Loiin he was God.
14. Now after tliis he buih a wall without

the city of David, on the west side of Gihon,

in the valley, even to the entering in at the

fish-gate, and compassed about Ophel, and
raised it up a very great height, and put

captains of war in all tlie fenced cities of

Judah. 1 5. And he took away die sti ange
gods, and the idol out of the house of the

Lord, and all the altars tiiat he liad built

m the mount of the house of the Lord, and
in Jerusalem, and cast them out of the city.

16, And he repaired the altar of the Lord,
and sacrificed thereon peace-oiTerings and
thank-otl[erings, and commanded Judah to

serve the Lord God of Israel. 17. Never-
theless, the people did sacrifice still in the

high places, ye^ unto the Lord their God
only. 1 8. Now the rest of the acts of Ma-
nasseh, and his prayer unto his God, and
the words of the seers that spake to him in

the name of the Lord God of Israel, behold,

they are ivritten in the book of the Kings
of Israel: 19. His prayer also, and how God
was entreated of him, and all his sin, and
his trespass, and the places wherein he built

high places, and set up groves and giaven

images, before he was humbled, behold,

they are written among the sayings of the

seers. 20. So Manasseh slept with his fa-

thers, and they buried him in his own house:

and Anion his son reigned in his stead.

We have seen Manasseh by his wickedness un-
doing the good that his father had done; here we
ha\ e him by repentance undoing the evil that he
himself had done. It is strange that this was not so

much as mentioned in the book of Kings, nor does
any thing appear there to the contraiy, but that he
persisted and perished in his sin. But, perhaps, the
reason was, because the design of that history was
to show tlie wickedness of the nation which brought
destruction upon them; and this repentance of Ma-
nasseh, and the benefit of it, being personal only,

and not national, it is overlooked there; yec here it

IS fully related, and a memorable instance it is of

the riches of God's pardoning mercy, and the power
of his renewing grace. Here is,

I. Tlie occasion of Manasseli's repentance; and
that was his afflictions. In his distress, he did not
(like that king Ahaz) tresfiassyet more against God,
but humbled himself, and returned to God. Sanc-
tified afflictions often prove happy means of con\ er-

sinn. What his distress was, we are here told, v.

11. God brought a foreign enemy upon him; the
king of Babylon, that courted his father who faith-

fully served God, invaded him now that he was
treacherously departed from God. He is here call-

ed king of Assyria, because he had made himself
master of Assyria, which he would the more easily

do, for the defeat of Sennacherib's army, and its de-
struction, before Jerusalem. He aimed at the trea-

sures which the ambtrssadors had seen, and all those
precious things; but God sent him to chastise a sin-

ful people, and reduce a straying prince. The cap-

tains took Manasseh among the thorns, in some bus!.
or other, perhaps in his garden, where he had hid
himself. Or, it is spoken tiguratively; he was per-
plexed in his counsels, and embarrassed in his affairs.
He was, as we say, ;n the briers, and knew not which
way to extricate himself, and so became an easy prey
to the Absyn.m captains; who, no doubt, plundered
his house, and took away what they pleased, as
Isaiah had foretold, 2 Kings 20. 17, 18. What was
Hezekiah's pride, was their prey. They bound
Manasseh, who had been held before with the cords
of his own iniquity, and carried him prisoner to
Babylon. Abi.ut what time of his reign this was, we
are not told; the Jews say that it was in his 22d year.

II. The expressions of his lepentance; {v. 12, 13.)
when he was in affliction, lie had time to bethink
himself, and reason enough too. He saw what he
had brought himself to by his sin; he found the gods
he had ser\ ed, unable to help him. He knew that
repentance was the only way of restoring his affairs,
and theiefoi-e to him he returned, from whom he
had revolted. 1. He was convinced that Jehovah
is the one only living and true God. Then he
knew, that is, he believed and considered, that tlie
Lord he was God; he might ha\e known it at a less
expense, if he would ha\e given due attendance
and credit to the word written and preached: but it

was better to pay thus dear for the knowledge of
God, than to perish in ignorance and unbelief. Had
he been a prince in the palace of Babylon, it is pro-
bable he had been confirmed in his idolatry; but,
being a captive in the prisons of Babylon, he was
convinced of it, and reclaimed from it. 2. He ap-
plied himself to him as his God now, renouncing all
others, and resolving to cleave to him only; the God
of his fathers, and a God in covenant with him. 3.

He humbled himself greatly before him; was truly
sorry for his sins, ashamed of them, and afraid
of the wrath of God. It becomes sinners to hum-
ble themselves before the face of that God whom
they have offended. It becomes sufferers to hum-
ble themselves under the hand of that God who
coriects them, and to accept the punishment of their
iniquity. Our hearts should be humble under hum-
bling providences; then we accommodate ourselves
to them, and answer God's end in them. 4. He
prayed to him for the pardon of sin, and the return
of his favour. Prayer is the relief of penitents, the
relief of the afflicted. That is a good prayer, and
very pertinent in this case, which we find among
the apocryphal books, entitled. The prayer ofMa-
nasses, king ofJudah, when he was holderi ca/itiiT in
Babylon; whether it was his or no, is uncert.iin; if

it was, in it he gives glory to God, as the (-od of
their fathers and their righteous seed: as the Clreator
of the world, a God whose anger is insupjiortuble,
and yet his merciful promise unmeasurable. He
pleads that God has promised repentance and for-
giveness to them that have sinned, and has appointed
repentance unto sinners, that they may be saved;
not unto the Just, as to jibraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
but to me (says he) that am a sinner; for I have
sinned above the number of the sands of the sea: so
he confesses his sin largely, and aggravates it. J^'or-

give me, O Lord, forgive me, and destroy me not;
he pleads. Thou art the God of them that repent.
Sec. and concludes, Therefore 1 will praise thee for
ever, &c.

III. (jod's gracious acceptance of his repentance.
Godwas e7itreated ofhim, and heard his supplication
Though affliction drives us to God, he will not there
fore reject us, if in sincerity we seek him, for afflic

tions are sent on pui-pose to bring us to him. As a
token of God's fivour to him, he made a way for
his escape; afflictions are continued no longer than
till they have done their work; when Manasseh is

brouglit back to his God and to his duty, he shall



80J^ II. CHROi^llCLES, XXXIIl

i joi) be brought back to hia kingdom. See how ready
God is to accept and weiconie returning sinners, and
how stvifc to sho-i-j mercy. Let not great sinners

despair, when Minasbcii himself, upon his repent-

ance, found favour with Gud; in hun God nhowed
forth a fiattern of long-suffering, as 1 Tim, 1. 16.

fsa. 1. 18.

IV. The fruits meet for refientance which he
brought forth after his return to his own land, -v.

15, 16. 1. He turned from his sins. He took away
the strange gods, the images of them, and that idol

(whatever it was) which he had set up with so much
solemnity in the house of the Lord, as if it had been
master of that house; he cast out all the idolatrous

altars that were in the mount of the house and in Je-

rusalem, as detestable things; now (we hope) he
loathed them as much as ever he had loved them,
and said to them, Get ye hence, Isa. 30. 22. " What
have I to do any more with idols? I have had enough
of them." 2. He returned to his duty; for he re-

fiaired the altar of the Lord, which had either been

abused and broken down by some of the idolatrous

priests, or, at least, neglected and gone out of re-

pair. He sacrificed thereon peace-offerings to im-

plore God's favour, and thank-offerings to praise

him for his deliverance. Nay, he now used his

power to reform his people, as befure he had abused

It to corrupt them. He commanded Judah to serve

the Lord God of Israel. Note, Those that truly

repent of their sins, will not only return to God
themselves, but will do all they can to reduce those

that have by their example been seduced and drawn
away from' God; else they do not thoroughly (as

they ought) undo what they done amiss, nor make
the'plaster as wide as the wound. We find that he
prevailed to bring them oft" from their false gods,

but not from their high /daces, v. 17. They stilt

sacrificed in them, yet to the Lord their God only;

.Manasseh could not carry the refuraiation so far as

he had carried the corruption. It is an easy tiling

to debauch men's manners, but not so easy to reform
them again.

V. His prosperity, in some measure, after his re-

pentance. He might plainly see it wus sin that

ruined him; for when he returned to God in a way
of dutv, God returned to him in a way of mercy:
and then he built a wall about the city of David, v.

14. for by sin he had unwalled it, and exposed it to

the enemy. He also put captains of war in the

fenced cities, for the security of his country. Jose-

phus says, t'aat all the rest of his time, he was so

changed for the better, that he was looked upon as

a very happy man.
Lastly, Here is the conclusion of his history. The

heads of those things for a full narrative of which we
are referred to the other writings that were then
extant, are more than any of the kings, v. 18, 19.

A particular account, it seems, was kept, 1. Of all

hia sin, and his tresfiass, the high filaces he built,

the groves and images he set up., before he was hum-
bled. Probaljly, this was taken from his own con-

fession which he made of his sin, when God ga\'e

him repentance, and which he left upon record, and
was inserted in a book, entitled. The words of the

seers. To those seers that spake to him, v. 18. to

reprove him for his sin, he sent his confession, when
he repented, to be inserted in their memoirs, as a
token of his gratitude to them for their kindness in

reproving him. Thus it becomes penitents to take
shame to themselves, to give thanks to their re-

pro\ ers, and warning to others. 2. Of the "words

of the seen that spake to him in the name of the

Lord, V. 10. the reproofs they gave him for his sin,

;ind their exhortations to repentance. Note, Sinners
ought to consider that how little notice soever they
take of them, an account is kept of the words of the

seers that speak to them from God, to admonish

fj them of their sins, warn them of their danger, and
' call them to their duty, which will be produced
against them in the great day. 3. Of his pj-ayer to
God, (that is twice mentioned, as a remarkable
Kh'mg,) a?id ho7u God was entreated of him. This
was written for the generations to come, that the peo-
ple that should be created, might praise the Lord
for his readiness in receiving returning prodigals.

Notice is taken of the place of his ^burial, not ii

the sepulchres of the kings, but in his own house; hi
was buried privately, and nothing of that honom
was done him at his death, that was done. to his fa-
ther. Penitents may recover their comfort sooner
than their credit.

21. Amon ivas two and twenty years old
when he began to reign, and reigned two
years in Jerusalem. 22. But he did t/iat

inhich was evil in the sight of the Lord, as
did Manasseh his father: for Amon sacri-

ficed unto all the carved images which Ma-
nasseh his father had made, and served
them : 23. And humbled not himself before
the Lord, as Manasseh his father had hum
bled himself: but Amon trespassed more
and more. 24. And his servants conspired
against him, and slew him in his own house.
25. But the people of the land slew all them
that had conspired against king Amon : and
the people of the land made Josiah his son
king in his stead.

We have little recorded concerning Amon, but
enough, unless it were better. Here is,

1. His great wickedness. He did as Manasseh
had done in the days of his apostasy, v. 22. They
who think this an evidence that Manasseh did not
truly repent, forget how many good kings had
wicked sons. Only, it should seem thit Manasseh
was in this defective, that when he cast out the
images, he did not utterly deface and destroy them,
according to the law which required them to bum
the images with fire, Deut. 7. 5. How necessary
that law was, this instance shows: for the carved
images being only thrown by, and not burnt, Amon
knew where to find them, soon set them up, and
sacrificed to them. It is added, to represent him
exceeding sinful, and to justify God in cutting him
off so soon, (1.) That he outdid his father in sin-

ning; he trespassed more and more, v. 23. His
father did ill, but he did worse. They that were
joined to idols, grew more and more mad upon
them. (2.) That he came short of his father in

repenting; he humbled not himself before the Lord
as his father had humbled himself. He fell like him,
but did not get up again like him. It is not so much
sin, as impenitence to sin, that ruins men; not so

much that they offend, as that they do not humble
themselves for their offences; not the disease, but

the neglect of the remedy.
2. His speedy destruction. He reigned but two

years, and then his servants conspired against him
and slew him, v. 24. Perhaps when Amon sinned,

as his father did, in the beginning of his days, he
promised himself that he should repent, as his fa-

ther did, in the latter end of his days. But his case
shows what a madness it is to presume upon that;

if he hoped to repent when he was old, he was
wretchedly disappointed; for he was cut off when
he was young. He rebelled against God, and his

own servants rebelled against him. Herein God
was righteous, but they were wicked, and justly did
the people of (he land put them to death as ti aitors.
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I he lives of kings are particularly under the pro-
tection of Providence, and the laws both of God
and man.

CHAP. XXXIV.
Before we see Judah and Jerusalem ruined, we shall yet
see some glorious years, while good Josiah sits at the

helm. By his pious endeavours for reformation, God
tried them yet once more ; if tliey had known in this

their day, Hit day of their visitation, the things that be-

longed to their peace and improved them, their ruin

might have been prevented. But, after this reign, they
were hid from their eyes, and the next reigns brought an
utter desolation upon them. In this chapter, we have, I.

A general account of Josiah's character, v. 1, 2. II.

His zeal to root out idolatry, v. 3- •". III. His care to

repair the temple, v. 8. • 13. IV. The finding of the book
of the law, and the good use made of it, v. 14.. 23.

V. The public reading of the law to the people, and
their reneiving their covenant with God thereupon, v.

29 . . 33. Much of this we had, 2 Kings 22.

1. "TOSIAH was eight years old when he

93 began to reign : and he reigned in

Jerusalem one and thirty years. 2. And
he did that which ivos right in the sight of

the Lord, and walked in the ways of Da-
vid his father, and declined neither to the

right hand nor to the left. 3. For in the

eighth year of his reign, while he was yet

young, he began to seek after the God of

David his father : and in the twelfth year
he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem

from tlie high places, and the groves, and
the carved images, and the molten images.

4. And they brake down the altars of

Baalim, in his presence : and the images
that were on high above them he cut down:
and the groves, and the carved images, and
the molten images, he brake in pieces,

and made dust of them ^ and strewed // upon
the graves of them that had sacrificed unto
them. 5. And he burnt the bones of the

priests upon their altars, and cleansed Ju-

dah and Jerusalem. 6, And so did he in the

cities of Manasseh, and Ephraim, and
Simeon, even unto Naphtali, with their

mattocks round about. 7. And when he

had broken down the altars and the groves,

and had beaten the graven images into

powder, and cut down all the idols through-

out all the land of Israel, he returned to

Jerusalem.

Concerning Josiah we are told,

1. That he came to the crown when he was very
young, but 8 years old; yet his infancy did not de-
bar him from his right, and he reigned 31 years,
(t>. 1.) a considerable time. I fear, however, that
in the beginning of his reign, things went much as

they had done in his father's time, because, being
a child, he must have left the management of them
to others; so that it was not till his 12th year, which
goes far in the number of his years, that the refor-

mation began, v. 3. He could not, as Hezekiah did,

fall about it immediately.
2. That he reigned well, {v. 2.) approved him-

self to God, trod in the steps of David, and did not
decline either to the right hand or to (he left; for

there are errors on both hands.
3. That while he was young, about 16 years old,

Vol. II.—5 K

he began to seek after God, v. 3. We have reason
to think he had not so good an education as Manas-
seh hud; it is well if those about him did not en-
deavour to corrupt and debauch him; yet he thus
sought God when he was young. It is the duty and
interest of young people, and will particularly be
the honour of young gentlemen, as soon as they
come to years of understanding, to begin to see):

God; for they that seek him early shall find him.
4. That in his 12th year, when," it is probable, he

took the administration of the government entirely
into liis own hands, he began to purge his kingdom
from the reinains of Idolatry; he destroyed the
high places, gro\es, m^.ages, altars, all the utensils

of idolatry, v. 3, 4. He not only cast them out as
Manasseh did, but brake them to pieces, and made
dust of them. This destruction (i' idolatry is here
said to be in his 12tli year, but it was said, 2 Kings
23. 23. to be in his 18th year; something was done
toward it now in his 12tli year; then he began to

purge out idolatry, but, probably, that good work
met with opijosition, so that it was not thoroughly
done till they had found the book of the law 6 years
after; bat here the whole work is laid together
briefly, which was much more largely and particu-
larly related in tlic Kings. His zeal carried him
out to do this, not only in Judah and Jerusalem, but
in the cities of Israel too, as far as he had any influ-

ence upon them.

8. Now in the eighteenth year of his

reign, when he had purged the land, and
the house, he sent Shaphan the son of
Azaliali, and Maaseiah the governor of the

city, and Joah the son of Joahaz the re-

corder, to repair the house of the Lord his

God. 9. And when they came to Hilkiah
the high priest, they delivered the money
that loas brought into the house of God,
whicli the Levites that kept the doors had
gathered of the hand of Manasseh and
Ephraim, and of all the remnant of Israel,

and of all Judah and Benjamin, and they

returned to Jemsalem. 10, And they put
it in the hand of the workmen that had
the oversight of the house of the Lord,
and they gave it to the workmen that

wrought in the house of the Lord, to

repair and mend the house; 11. Even to

the artificers and builders gave they it, to

buy hew 11 stone and timber for couplings,

and to floor the houses which the kings of

Judah had destroyed. 12. And the men
did the work faithfully : and the overseers

of them teere Jahath and Obadiah, the Le-
vites, of the sons of Merari; and Zecha-
riah and Meshullam, of the sons of the

Kohathites, to set it forward : and other of
the Levites, all that could skill of instru-

ments of music. 1 3. Also thei/ teere ovei'

the bearers of burdens, and tcere overseers

of all that wrought the work in any man-
ner of service ; and of the Levites there

tcere scribes, and officers, and porters.

Here, 1. Orders are given by the king for th'

repair of the temple, v. 8. \A'hen he had purged
the house of the corruptions of it, he began to fit it



810 II. CHRONICLES, XXXIV.
up for the services that were to be performed in it.

Thus we must do by the spiritual temple of the
heart; get it cleansed from the pollutions of sin,

and then renewed, so as to be transformed into the
image of God. Josiah, in this order, calls God the
Lord his God; they that truly love God, will iove
the habitation of his house.

2. Care is taken about it, effectual care; the
Levites went about tlie country, and gathered mo-
ney towards it, which was returned to the three
trustees mentioned, v. 8. They brought it to Hil-
kiah the Higli Priest, {v. 9.) and he and they put
it into the hands of workmen, both overseers and
labourers wlio undertook to do it by the great, as
we say, or in the gross, v. 10, 11. It is obseri ;d

that the workmen were industrious and honest,
they did the workfaithfully ; {^y. 12.) and workmen
are not completely faithful if they are not both
careful and diligent, for a confidence is reposed in

them that they will be so. It is also intimated that
the overseers were ingenious; for it is said that all

those were employed to inspect this work, who
could skill of instruments of music; not that their
skill in music could be of any use in architecture,
but it was an evidence that they were men of sense
and ingenuity, and particularly that their genius
lay toward the mathematics, which qualified them
very much for this trust. Witty men are then wise
men, when they employ their wit in doing good, in

helping their friends, and, as they liave oi)portu-
nity, in serving the public. Observe, in this work,
how God dispenses his gifts variously; here were
some that were bearers of burthens, cut out for
bodily labour, and fit to woi-k. Here were others
(nriade meliori luto—offiner 7naterials) that had
skill in music, and they were overseers of them that
laboured, and scribes and officers; the former were
the hands, these were the heads; they had need of
one another, and the work needed both. Let not
the overseers of the work despise the bearers of
burthens, nor let them that work in the service,
grudge at those whose office is to direct; but let

each esteem and serve the other in love, and God
have the glory, and the church the benefit, of the
different gifts and dispositions of both.

14. And when they brought out the
money that was brought into the liouse of
the Lord, Hilkiah the priest found a book
of the law of the Lord given by Moses.
15. And Hilkiah answered and said to

Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book
of the law in the iiouse of the Lord. And
Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan.
16. And Shaphan carried the book to the
king, and brought the king word back
again, saying, All that was committed to

thy servants, they do it. 17. And they have
gathered together the money that was found
in the house of tlie Lord, and have deliver-

ed it into the hand of the overseers, and to

the hand of the workmen. 18. Then Sha-
phan the scribe told the king, saying, Hil-
kiah the priest hath given mc; a book. And
Shaphan read it before the king : 19. And
it came to pass, when the king had heard
the words of the law, that he rent his

clothes. 20. And the king commanded
Hilkiah, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan,
and Abdon the son of Micah, and Slia-

phan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of
the king's, saying, 21. Go, inquire of the
Lord for me, and for them that are left

in Israel and in Judah, concernuiii me
words of the book that is found : lor "great
is the wrath of the Lord that is poured
out upon us, because our fathers have not
kept the word of the Lord, to do alter all

that is written in tiiis book. 22. And Hil-
kiah, and tlieij that the king had appointed,
went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of
Shallum the son of Tikvath, the son of
Hasrah keeper of the wardrobe

; (now she
dwelt in Jerusalem in the college;) and
they spake to her to that effect. 23. And
she answered them, Thus saith the Lord
God of Israel, Tell ye the man that sent
you to me, 24. Thus saith the Lord,
Behold, I will bring evil upon this place,
and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all

the curses that are written in the book
which they have read before the king of
Judah: 25. Because they have forsaken
me, and have burned incense unto other
gods, that they might provoke me to anger
with all the works of their hands ; there-

fore my wrath shall be poured out upon
this place, and shall not be quenched. 26.

And as for the king of Judah, who sent you
to inquire of the Lord, so shall ye say
unto him. Thus saith the Lord God of
Israel, concerning the words which thou
hast heard; 27. Because thy heart was
tender, and thou didst humble thyself be-
fore God, when thou heardest his words
against this place, and against the inhabit-

ants thereof, and humbledst thyself before
me, and didst rend thy dothes, and weep
before me ; I have even heard thee also,

saith the Lord. 28. Behold, I will gather
thee to thy fathers, and thou shall be ga-
thered to thy grave in peace, neither shall

thine eyes see all the evil that I will bring
upon this place, and upon the inhabitants
of the same. So they brought the king
word again.

This whole paragraph we had just as it is here
related, 2 Kings 22. 8- .20. and have nothing to add
here to what was there observed.

But, 1. We may hence take occasion to bless
God that we have plenty of Bibles, and that thcv
are, or may be, in all hands; that the book of the
law and gospel is not lost, is not scarce; that, in

this sense, that tvord of the Lord is not precious.
Bibles are jewels, l)ut, thanks be to (Jod, they are
not rarities. The fountain of the waters of life is

not a spring shut up, or a fountain sealed, but the
streams of it, in all places, ?nake glad the citi/ of
God. Usus comnnniis aguaru7n— These nvaters

flow for general use. What a great dc.l sliall we
have to answer for if the great tliines (f G( d's

laws, being thus made common, should be accc ujit

ed by us as strange things!
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2. We may hence learn, whenever we read or
hear the word of God, to affect our hearts witli it,

and to get them possessed with a holy fear of that

wrath of God, which is there revealed against all

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, as Josiah's

tender heart was. When he heard the words of
the law, he rent his clothes; {y. 19. ) and God was
well pleased with his doing so, v. 27. Were the
things contained in the scripture new to us, as they
were here to Josiah, surely they would make deep-
er impressions upon us than commonly they do;
but they are never the less weighty, and therefore
should not be the less considered by us, for their
being well known. Rend the heart therefore, not
the garment.

3. We are here directed, when we are under
con\'ictions of sin, and apprehensions of divine

wrath, to inquire of the Lord; so Josiah did, v. 21.

It concerns us to ask, as tliey did, Acts 2. 37, Men
and brethren, what shall nve do? And more particu-

larly, as the jailer, saying, IVhat must I do to be
saved? Acts 16. 30. If ye will thus inquire, in-

quire ye, Isa. 21. 12. and blessed be God, we have
the lively Oracles to which to apply ourselves with
these inquiries.

4. We are here warned of the ruin that sin

brings upon nations and kingdoms. They ^hat for-

sake God, bring evil upon themselves, {y. 24, 25.)

and kindle a fire which shall not be quenched; such
will the fire of God's wrath be, when the decree is

gone forth against those that obstinately and impe-
nitentlv persist in their wicked ways.

5. We are here encouraged to humble ourseh es

before God, and seek unto him, as Josiah did: if we
cannot prevail thereby to turn away God's wrath
from our land, yet we shall deli\ er our own souls,

V. 27, 28. And good people are liere taught to be
so far from fearing death, as to welcome it rather
when it takes them away from the evil to come.
See how the property of it is altered by making it

the matter of a promise: Thou shalt be gathered to

thy grave in fieace; housed in that ark, as Noah,
when a deluge is coming.

29. Then the king sent and gathered to-

gether all the elders of Judah and Jerusa-

lem. 30. And the king went up into the

house of the Lord, and all the men of Ju-

dah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
the priests, and the Levites, and all the peo-

ple, great and small ; and he read in their

ears all the words of the book of the cove-

nant that was found hi the house of the

Lord. 31. And the king stood in his place,

and made a covenant before the Lord, to

walk after the Lord, and to keep his

commandments, and his testimonies, and
his statutes, with all his heart, and with

all his soul, to perform the words of the

covenant which are written in this book.

32. And he caused all that were present

in Jerusalem and Benjamin to stand to it.

And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did ac-

cording to the covenant of God, the God
of their fathers. 33. And Josiah took away
all the abominations out of all the coun-

tries that pertained to the children of Is-

rael, and made all that tvere present in

Israel to serve, even to serve the Lord
iheir God. And all his days they departed

not from following the Lord, the God of
their fatiiers.

We have here an account of the further advances
which Josiah made toward the reformation of hio
kingdom, upon the hearing of the law read, and the
receipt of the message God sent him by the pro-
phetess. Happy the people that had such a king:
for here we find,

1. That they were well taught. He did not go
about to f)vce' them to their duty, till he had first

instructed them in it. He called all the people to-

gether, great and small, young and old, rich and
poor, high and low; lie that hath ears to hear, lei

him hear the words of the book of the covenant; for
they are all concerned in those words. To put an
honour upon the service, and to engage attention
the more, though there were priests and Levites
present, the king himself read the book to the peo-
ple, [x>. 30.) and he read it, no doubt, in such a
manner as to sliow that he was himself affected
with it, which would be a means of affecting the
hearers.

2. That they were well fixed. The articles of
agreement between God and Israel being read, that
they might intelligently co\enant with God, both
king and people here, with great solemnity, do as it

were subscribe the articles. The king in his place
covenanted to keep God's commandments with all

his heart and soul, according to what was written in

the book, {v. 31.) and urged the people to declare
their consent likewise to this co\ enant, and solenm-
ly to ]jromise that they would faithfully perform,
fulfil, and keep, all and every thing that was on
their part to be done, according to the covenant:
this they did; they could not for shame do other-
wise. He caused all that were firesent to stand to

it, {y. 32.) and made them all to sert'e, even to

seTve the Lord their God, {v. 33.) to do it, and to

Tvake a business of it; he did all h« could to

bring them to it; to serve, even to ser\ e; tlie repe-
tition denotes that that was tlie only thing his heart
was set on; he aimed at nothing else in what he did,

but to engage them to God and their duty.

3. That they were well tended; were honest with
good looking to. jJll his days they dejiarted no!
from following the Lord; he kept them, with
much ado, from running into idolatry again. jIU
his days were days of restraint upon them; but this

intimated that there was in them a bent to backslide,

a strong incliniition to idolatry; many of them want-
ed nothing but to have him out of the way, and then
they would have their high places and their images
up again. And therefore we find that in the days

ofJosiah, (Jer. 3. 6.) God charged it upon treach-
erous Judah, that she had not returned to hijn with
all her heart, but feignedly, {v. 10.) nay, had
played the harlot, {v. 8.) and thereby had even
justified backsliding Israel, v. 11. In the 2Sd year
of this reign, 4 or 5 years after this they had gone
on to provoke Qod to anger with the works of their

hands, Jer. 25. 3"7. And, which is very observa-
ble, it is from the beginning of Josiah's reformation,

his 12th or 13th year, that the iniquity of the house

of Judah, which brought ruin upon them, and
which the prophet was to bear lying on his right

side, was dated, Ezek. 4. 6. For from thencf to

the destruction of Jerusalem was just 40 years.

Josiah was sincere in what he did, but the gene-
rality of the people were averse to it, and hankered
after their idols still; so that the reformation,

though well designed, and well prosecuted, by tlie

prince, had little or no effect upon the people. It

was with reluctancy that they parted with their

idols; still they were in heart joined to them, and
wished for them again. This, God saw, and there

fore, from that time, when one would have thougiit
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the foundations had been hiid for a perpetual secu-

lic}' and peace, from that \ery thue, diQ the decree
go fonh for their destruction. Nothing hastens the

ruin of a peop.e, nor ripens them for it more, than

tlie baffling of hopeful attempts for reformation,

and a hypocritical return to God. Be not deceived,

God is not mocked.

CHAP. XXXV.
We are here to attend Josiah, I. To the temple, where we

see his religious care for the due observance of the ordi-

nance of the passover, according to the law, v. 1 . . 19.

11. To the field of battle, where we see his rashness, in

engaging with the king of Egypt, and how dear it cost

him, V. 20. . 23. III. To the grave, where we see him
bitterly lamented, v. 24 , . 27. And so we must take our

leave of Josiah.

l.'M/rOREOVER, Josiah kept a passover

I.tJL unto the Lord in Jerusalem : and

they killed the passover on the fourteenth

dai/ of the first month. 2. And he set the

piiests in their charges, and encouraged

them to the service of the house of the

Lord, 3. And said unto the Levites

that taught all Israel, which were holy

unto the Lord, Put the holy ark in the

house which Solomon the son of David
king of Israel did build ; it shall not be a

burden upon your shoulders; serve now
the Lord your God, and his people Israel,

4, And prepare yourselves by the houses of

your fathers, after your courses, according

to the writing of David king of Israel, and
according to the writing of Solomou his

son ; 5. xAnd stand in the holy place., ac-

cording to the divisions of the fiimilies of

the fathers of your brethren the people, and
after the division of the families of the

Levites : 6. So kill the passovei', and sanc-

tify yourselves, and prepare your brethren,

that they may do according to the word of

the Lord by the hand of Moses. 7. And
Josiah gave to the people, of the flock,

lambs and kids, all for the passover-offer-

ings, for all that were present, to the num-
ber of thirty thousand, and three thousand
bullocks : these were of the king's sub-

stance. 8. And his princes gave w illingly

unto the people, to the priests, and to tlie

Levites : Hilkiah and Zechariah and Je-

hiel, rulers of the howse of God, gave unto

the priests for the passover-offerings two
thousand and six hundred small cattle., and
three hundred oxen. 9. Conaniah also,

and Shemaiah, and Nethaneel, his bre-

thren, and Hashabiah, and Jehiel, and
Jozabad, chief of the Levites, .gave unto

the Levites, for passover-offerings, five

thousand small cattle., and five hundred
oxen. 10. So the service was prepared,

and the priests stood in their place, and the

Levites in their courses, according to the

king's commandment. 11. And they killed

the passover, and the priests sprinkled the

blood from their hands, and the LevitcH
flayed them. 12. And they removed the

burnt-offerings, that they might give accord-

ing to the divisions of the families of the

people, to offer unto the Lord, as it is writ-

ten in the book of Moses : and so did they

with the oxen. 13. And they roasted the

passover with fire, according to the ordi-

nance : but the other holy offerings sod
they in pots, and in caldrons, and in pans,

and divided them speedily among all the

people. 14. And afterward they made
ready for themselves, and for the priests ;

because the priests the sons of Aaron were
busied in offering of burnt-otferings and the

fat until night ; therefore the Levites pre-

pared for themselves, and for the priests the

sons of Aaron. 15. And the singers the

sons of Asaph, were in their place, accord-

ing to the commandment of David, and
Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun the

king's seer : and the porters ivaited at every

gate: they might not depart from their

service; for their brethren the Levites
prepared for them. 16. So all the service

of the Lord was prepared the same day,

to keep the passover, and to offer burnt-

offerings upon the altar of the Lord,
according to the commandment of king

Josiah. 17. And the children of Israel

that were present kept the passover at that

time, and the feast of unleavened bread
seven days. 18. And there was no pass-

over like to that kept in Israel, from the

days of Samuel the [prophet ; neither did all

the kings of Israel keep such a passover as

Josiah kept, and the priests, and the Le-
vites, and all Judah and Israel that were
present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

19. In the eighteenth year of the rei_ii of

Josiah was this passover kept.

The destruction which Josiah made of idols and
idolatry, was more largely related in the Kings,
and but just mentioned here in the foregoing chap
ter, V. 33. But his solemnizing of the passover,

which was but touched upon there, (2 Kings 23.

21.) is very particularly related here. Many were
the feasts of the Lord, appointed by the ceremonial
law, but the passover was the chief; it begayi them
all in the night wherein Israel came out ( f E^ypt.
It concluded them all in the night wherein Christ

was betrayed; and in the celebration of it, Heze-
kiah and Josiah those two great reformers, revi\ ed
religion in their day. The ordinance of the Lord's
su]/per resembles the passover more than it does
any of the Jewish festivals; and the due observance
of that ordinance, according to the rule, is an in-

stance and means both of the growing purity and
beauty of churches, and of the growing ])iety and
devotion of particular cliristians. Reliirion can-
not flourish where that passover is either whollv
neglected or not duly observed; return to that, re-

vive that, make a solemn business of that affecting

binding ordinance, and then, it is to be hoped, there
will be a reformation in other instances also.
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In the account we had of Hezekiah's passover,

the great zeal of the people was observable, and the
transport of devout affection that they were in; but
little of that appears here. It was more in com-
pliance with the king that they all kept the pass-

over, {v. 17, 18.) than from any great inclination

they had to it themselves. Some pride they took
in this form of godliness, but little pleasure in the
power of it. But whatever defect there was among
the people in the inside of the duty, both the ma-
gistrates and ministers did their part, and took care
that the external part of the service should be per-
formed with due solemnity.

I. The king exhorted and directed, quickened
and encouraged, the priests and Levites to do their

office in this solemnity. Perhaps he saw them re-

miss and indifferent, unwilling to go out of their

road, or mend their pace; if ministers are so, it is

not amiss for any, but most proper for magistrates,

to stir them up to their business. Say to Archippus,
Tafce heed to thy 7ninistry, Col. 4. 17. Let us see

how this good king managed his clergy upon this

occasion.

1. He reduced them to the office they were ap-

pointed to by the law of Moses, {v. 6. ) and the or-

der they were put into by David and Solomon, v. 4.

rie set them in their charges, v, 2. He did not cut
them out new work, nor put them into any new
method, but called them back to their institution.

Their courses were settled in writing; let them
have recourse to that writing, and marshal them-
selves according to the divinionn of their families,

V. 5. Our rule is settled in the written word; let

magistrates take care that ministers walk accord-
mg to that rule, and they do their duty.

2. He ordered the ark to be put in its place,

which, it should seem, had of late been displaced,

either by the wicked kings, to make room for their

idols in tiie most holy place, or by Hezekiah, to

make room for the workmen that repaired the tem-
ple. However it was, Josiah bids the Levites put
the holy ark in the house, {y. 3. ) and not carry it

about from place to place, as perhaps of late they
had done, justifying themselves therein by the prac-
tice before the temple was built. Now that the
priests were discharged from this burden of the ark,

they must be careful in other services about it.

3. He charged them to serx'e God and his people
Israel, v. 3. Ministers must look upon themselves
as servants both to Christ, and to his chvnxh for his

sake, 2 Cor. 4. 5. They must take care, and take
pains, and lay out themselves to the utmost, (1.)
For the glory and honour of God, and to advance
the interests of his kingdom among men. Paul, a
servant of God, Tit. 1. 1. (2.) For the welfare
and benefit of his people, not as having dominion
over their faith, but as servants of their holiness and
joy; and there will be no difficulty, in the strength
of God, honestly to serve these two masters.

4. He charged them to sanctify theiyiselves, and
prepare their brethren, v. 6. Ministers' work must
begin at home, and they must sanctify themselves
in the first place, purify themselves from sin, se-

quester themseh^es from the world, and devote
themselves to God; but it must not end there, they
must do what they can X.oprepare their brethren by
admonishing, instructing, exhorting, quickening,
and comforting them. The preparation of the heart

is indeed from the Lord; but ministers must be in-

struments in his hand.
5. He encouraged them, to the service, v. 2. He

spake comfortably to them, as Hezekiah did, ch.

30. 22. He promised them his countenance. Note,
Those whom we charge, we should encourage.
Most people love to be accosted kindly, and will be
wrought upon by encouragement more than by
threats.

11. The king, and the princes, influenced by his
example, gave liberally for the bearing of the
charges of this passover. The ceremonial services

\
were expensive, wiiich perhaps was one reason why
they had been neglected. People had not zeal
enough to be at the charge of them; nor were thev
now very fond of them, for that reason. And there'-
fore,

1. Josiah, at his own proper cost, furnished the
congregation witli paschal lambs, and other sacri-
fices, to be ofteied during the seven days of the
feiist. He allowed out of his own estate, 30,000
lambs for passover-offerings ; which the offerers
were to feast upon, and 3,000 bullocks, {v. 7.) to be
offered during the following 7 days. Note, Those
who are serious in religion, when they persuade
others to that which is good, should make it as
cheap and easy to thcrn as may be. And where
God sows pleniriir.iy, be exj)ects to reap according-
ly; it is to be feared tliat the c^.nt^re^ation, general-
ly', had not come provided; sii that if Josiali iindnot
furnished them, the work of God must have stood
still.

^

2. The chief of the priests, that were men oi
great estates, contributed toward the priests'
charges, as Josiah toward the people's. The princes,
{v. 8.) that is, the chief of the priests, the princes
of the holy tribe, rulers of the house of God, bore
the priests' charges. And some of the rich and
great men of the Levites furnished them also with
cattle, both great and small, for offerings, v. 9.

For those tliat sincerely desire to be found in the
way of their duty. Providence sometimes r.iises up
friends to bear them out in it, beyond what they
could ha\e expected.
in. The priests and Levites performed their of-

fice very readily, v. 10. They killed the paschal
lambs in the court of the temple, the priests
sprinkled the blood upon the altar, the Levites
flayed them, and then ga\ e the flesh to the people
according to their families, {v. 11, 12.) not fewer
than ten, nor more than twenty, to a lamb; they
took it to their several apartments, roasted it, and
ate it according to the ordinance, v. 13. As for the
other sacrifices that were eucharistical, the flesh of
them was boiled according to the law of the peace-
offerings, and was divided speedily amorig the peo-
ple, that they might feast upon it as a token of their
joy in the atonement made, and their reconciliation
to God thereby. And lastly, The priests and Le-
vites took care to honour God by eating of the pass-
over themselves, v. 14. Let not ministers think
that the care they take for the souls of others, will
excuse their neglect of their own; or that being em-
ployed so much in public worship will supersede the
religious exercises of their closets and families. The
Levites here made ready for themselves and for
the priests, because the priests were wholly taken
up all day in the service of the altar; therefore, that
they might not have their lamb to dress when they
should eat it, the Levites got it ready for them
against supper-time. Let ministers learn hence to
help one another, and to forward one another's
work, as brethren, and fellow-servants of the same
Master.

IV. The singers and porters attended in their
places, and did their office, v. 15. The singers
with their sacred songs and music expressed and
excited the joy of the congregation, and made the
service very pleasant to them; and the porters at
the gates took care that there should be no break-
ing in of any thing, to defile or disquiet the assem-
bly, nor going out of any from it, that none should
steal away till the service was done. While they
were thus employed, their brethren the LeviteV
prepared paschal lambs for them.

V. The whole solemnity was performed with
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great exactness, according to the law, {v. 16, 17.)

and, upon that account, there was none like it since

Samuel's time, {v. 18.) for in Hezekiah's passover
there were several irregulai'ities. And Bishop Pa-
trick obser\ es, that in this also it exceeded the other
passov ers which the preceding kings had kept, that

thougli Josiah was by no means so rich as David,
and Solomon, and Jehoshaphat, yet he furnished

the whole congregation with beasts for sacrifice,

both paschal and eucharistical, at his own proper
cost and charge, which was more than any king ever
did before him.

20. After all this, when Josiah had pre-

pared the temple, Necho king of Egypt
came up to tight against Carcliemish by

Euphrates : and Josiah went out against

him. 21. But he sent ambassadors to him,

saying, What have I to do with thee, thou

king of Judah? Icome not against thee this

day, but against the house wherewith I have

war; for God commanded me to make
haste: forbear thee from meddling nnth God,

who is with me, that he destroy thee not.

22. Nevertheless, Josiah would not turn his

face from him, but disguised himself, that

he might fight with him, and hearkened not

unto the words of Necho from the mouth
of God, and came to fight in the valley of

Megiddo. 23. And the archers shot at king

Josiah : and the king said to his servants.

Have me away ; for [ am sore wounded.
24. His servants therefore took him out of

that chariot, and put him in the second cha-

riot that he had ; and they brought him to

Jerusalem, and he died, and was liuried in

one of {\\e sepulchres of his fathers: and all

Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.

25. And .leremiah lamented for.fosiah ; and
all the singing-men and the singing-women

spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this

day, and made them an ordinance in Israel:

and, behold, they are written in the Lamen-
tations. 26. Now the rest of the acts of Jo-

siah, and his goodness, according to that

which ivas written in the law of the Lord,
27. And his deeds, first and last, behold,

they are written in the book of the Kings
of Israel and Judah.

It was 13 years from Josiah's famous passover to

his death; during which time, we may hope, things

went well in his kingdom; that he prospered, and
religion flourished; yet we are not entertained with

the pleasing account of those years, but they are

passed over in silence, because the people, for all

this, were not turned from the love of tlieir sins,

nor God from the fierceness of his anger. The next
news therefore Ave hear of Jnsiali, is, that he is cut

off in the midst of his days and usefulness, before

he is full 40 years old. \A'e had this sad story, 2

Kings 23. 29, 30. here it is somewhat more largely

related. That appears here, more than did there,

which reflects such blame on Josiah, and such
praise on the people, as one would not have ex-
[lected.

I. Josiah was a very good prince; yet lie is much
to be blamed for his rashness and presumption in

going out to war against the king of Egypt, ivithout

cause or call. It was bad enough, ks it appeared in

the Kings, that he meddled with strife which be-
longed not to him. But here it looks worse; for, it

seems, the king of Egypt sent ambassadors to him,
to warn him against this enterprise, v. 21. He ar-
gues, 1. From principles of justice. The king of
Egypt professes he had no design to do him any
hui t, and therefore it was unfair, against common
equity and the law of nations, for Josiah to take up
arms against him. If even a righteous man engage
in an unrighteous cause, let him ntt expect to pros
per; God is no respecter- of persons. See Prov. 3.

30.—25.8. 2. From principles of religion. "Goo
is "With me; nay. He commanded me to make haste,
and therefore, if thou retard my motions, thou med-
dlest with God." It cannot be that the king of
Egypt only pretended this, (as Sennacherib did in a
like case, 2 Kings 18. 25. ) hoping thereby to make
Josiah desist, because he knew he had a veneration
for the word (^f God, for it is said here, {v. 22.) that
the words of Necho were from the mouth of God;
we must therefore suppose that either by a dream,
or by a strong impulse upon his spirit, wliich he had
reason to think was from God, or by Jeremiah; or
some other pnphet, he had ordered him to make
war upon the king of Assyria. 3. From principles
of policy. " 'J hat he destroy thee not; it is at thy
pei'il, if thou engage against one that has both a bet-
ter army, and a better cause, and God on his side."

It was not in wrath to Josiah, whose heart was
upright with the Lord his God, but in wrath to a
hypocritical nation, who were unworthy of so good
a king, that he was so far infatuated, as not to

hearken to those fair reasonings, and desist froir

his enterprise. He ivould not turn his face from
him, but went in person, and fought the Egyptian
army in the valley of Megiddo, v. 22. If perhaps
he could not believe that the king of Egypt had a
command from God to do what he did, yet, upon his

pleading such a command, he ought to have consult-

ed the oracles ofGod before he had gone cut against

him. His not doing that, was his great fault, and
of fatal consequence. In this matter, he walked not

in the ways of David his father; for had it been his

case, he would have inquired of the Lord, 'Phalli

go up? IVilt thou deliver them into rny hands'/ How
can we think to prosper in our ways, if we do not
acknowledge God in them?

II. The people were a wicked people; yet they
are much to be p!aised for lamenting the death of

Josiah as they did. That Jeremiah lamented him,
I do not wonder; he was the weeping prophet, and
plainly foresaw the utter ruin of his country follow-

ing upon the death of this good king. But it is strange
to find that all Judah and Jerusalem, that stupid

senseless people, mourned for him, {v. 24. ) con-
trived how to have their mourning excited by sing-

ing-men and singing-women; how to have it spread
through the kingdom: they made an ordinance in

Israel, that the mournful ditties, penned on this sad
occasion, should be learned and sung by all sorts of

people. They contrived also how to have the re-

membrance of it perpetuated; these elegies were
inserted in the collections of State Poems; they are
written in the Lamentations. Hereby it appeared,
1. That they had some respect to their good prince,

and that though they did not cordially comply with
him in all his good designs, yet they could not but

greatly honour him. Pious useful men will be ma-
nifested in the consciences even of those that will

not be influenced by their example; und many that

will not submit to the rules of serious godliness

themselves, yet cannot but give it their good word,
and esteem it in others. Perhaps those lamented
Josiah when he was dead that were not thankful to

God for him while he lived. The Israelites mur-
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mured at Moses and Aaron while they were with
iliem, and spoke sometimes of stoning them, and
yet, when they died, they mourned for them forty

days. We are often taught to value mercies by the

loss of them, which, when we enjoyed them, we did

not prize ;is we ought. 2. That they had some
sense of their own danger, now that he was gone.

Jeremiaii told them, it is likely, of the evil they
might now expect to come upon them, from which
he was taken away; and so far they credited what
he said, that the\' lanicnted the death of him that

was their defence. Note, Many will more easily

be persuaded to lament tlie miser.es that are coming
upon them, than to take the proper way by univer-

sal reformation to pre.ent tliem; will shed tears for

their troubles, but will not be prevailed upon to part

with their sins. But godly sorrow worketh repent-
ance, and that repentance will be to salvation.

CHAP. XXXVI.
We have here, I- A short but sad account of the utter ruin

of Judah and Jerusalem, within a few years after Josi-

ah's death. 1. The history of it in the unhappy reigns

of Jehoahaz, for 3 months, v. I . . 4. Jehoiakiin, v. 5 . . 8.

for 11 years; Jehoiachin 3 months, v. 9, 10. and Zedekiah
II years, V. II. Additions were made to the national

guilt, and advances toward the national destruction, in

each of those reigns. The destruction was, at length,

completed in the slaughter of multitudes, v. 17. The
plundering and burning of the temple and all the palaces,

the desolation of the city, v. 18, 19. and the captivity of
the people that remained, v. 20. 2. Some remarks upon
it; that herein sin was punished. Zedekiah's wickedness,

V. 12, 13. The idolatry the people were guilty of, v. 14.

And their abuse of God's prophets, v. 15, 16. The word
of God was herein fulfilled, v. 21. II. The dawning of
the day of their deliverance in Cyrus's proclamation, v.

22, 23.

1. npHEN the people of the land took Je-

JL hoaiiaz the son of Josiah, and made
him king in his father's stead in Jerusalem.

2. Jehoahaz ivas twenty and three years old

when he began to reign; and he reigned

three months in Jerusalem. 3. And the

king of Egypt put him down at Jerusalem,

and condemned the land in a hundred ta-

lents of silver, and a talent of gold. 4. A nd
the king of Egypt made Eliakim his brother

king over Judah and Jerusalem, and turned

his name to Jehoiakim. And Necho took

Jehoahaz his brother, and carried him
to Egypt. 5. Jehoiakim was twenty and
five years old when he began to reign ; and
he reified eleven years in Jerusalem : and
he did that which was evil in thesight of the

IjORD his God. 6. Against him came up
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and
bound him in fetters, to carry him to Baby-
lon. 7. Nebuchadnezzar also carried of

the vessels of the house of the Lord to Ba-
bylon, and put them in his temple at Baby-
lon. 8. Now the rest of the acts of Jehoia-

kim, and his abominations which he did,

and that which was found in him, behold,

they are written in the book of the kings of

Israel and Judah: and Jehoiacliin his son

reigned in his stead. 9. Jehoiachin vxrs

eight years old when he began to reign ; and
he reigned three months and ten days in Je-

rusalem : and he did that which was evil in

the sight of the Lord. 10. And when the
year was expired, king Nebuchadnezzar
sent and brought him to Babylon, with the
goodly vessels of the house of the Lord, and
made Zedekiah jiis brother king over Judah
and Jerusalem.

The destmction of Judah and Jerusalem is here
coming on by degrees, (iod so ordered it, to show
that he has no pleasure in the rnin of sinners, but
l\ad rather they would turn and live, and therefore
gives them both time and inducen.ent to repent, and
waits to be gracious. The histtiy of these reigns
was more hu gely I'ccorded in the three last chapters
of the second of Kings.

1. Jehoahaz was set up by the people, (f. 1.) hut
in one quarter of a year was deposed by Pharaoh-
necho, and carried a prisoner to Egypt, and the
land fined for setting him up, -v. 2- -4. Of this
young prince we hear no more; had he trodden in
the stej)s of his father's piety, he might have reigned
long, and i)rospered; but we are told in the Kings,
that he did evil in the sight of the Lord, and there-
fore his triumphing was shoit, and his joy but for a
moment.

2. Jehoiakim was set up by the king of Egypt,
and reigned 11 years. How low was Judah brought,
when the king of Egypt, an old enemy to then- land,
gave wliat king he pleased to the kingdom, and
what name he pleased to the king, v. 4. And he
made Eliakim king, and called him Jehoiakim, in
t ken of his authority o\ er him. He did that 7vhich
wan evil, {v. 5.) nay, we read of the abomivations
which he did, {v. 8.) he was very wild and wicked;
idolatries generally go under the name of abomina-
tions. We hear no moi-e of the king of Egvpt, but
the king of Babylon came up against himj {v. 6.)
seized him, and bound liim with a design to carry
him to Babylon; but, it seems, he either changed
his mind, and suffered him to reign as his vassal, or
deatlt released the prisoner before he was carried
away. Howe\er, the best and most \ aluable ves-
sels of the temple were now carried away, and
made use of in Nebuchadnezzar's temple inBaby-
lon; {v. 7.) for, we may suppose, no temple in the
world was so richly furnished as that of Jerusalem.
The sin of Judah was, that they had brought the
idols of the heathen into God's temple; and now
their punishment w;is, that the vessels of the tem-
ple were carried away unto the ser\ ice of the gods
of the nations. If men will profane God's institu-
tions by their sins, it is just with God to suffer them
to be profaned by their enemies. These were the
vessels which the false prophets flattered the people
with hopes of the return of, Jer. 27. 16. But Jere-
miah told them that the rest should go after them,
{v. 22. ) and they did so. But, as tlie carrying away
of these vessels to B ibylon began the calamity of
Jerusalem, so Belshazzar's daring profanation of
them there filled the measure of the iniquity of Ba
bylon; for when he drank wine in them to the ho
nour of his gods, the hand-writing on the wall pre
sented him with his doom, Dan. 5. 2, &c. In the
reference to the book of the Kings, concerning this
Jehoiakim, mention is made of that which wasfound
in him, {v. 8.) which seems to be meant of the
treachery that was found in him toward the king of
Babylon; but some of the Jewish writers understand
it of certain private marks or signatures found in his
dead bodv, in honour of his idol; such cuttings as
God had forbidden, Lev. 19. 28.

3. Jehoiachin, or Jeconiah, the son of Jehoiakim,
attempted to reign in his stead, and reigned long
enough to show his evil inclination; but, after 3
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months and 10 days, the king of Babylon sent and
fetched him away captive, with more of the goodly
vessels of the temple. He is here said to be 8 years

old, but in Kings he is said to be 18 when he began
to reign, so that this seems to be a mistake of the

transcriber, unless we suppose that his father took

nim at 8 years old to join with him in the govern-

ment, as some think.

11. Zedekiali was one and twenty years

old when he began to reign ; and reigned

eleven years in Jerusalem. 12. And he did

that which was evil in the sight of the Lorj>

his God, and humbled not himself before

Jeremiah the prophet, speaking from the

mouth of the Lord. 13. And he also re-

belled against king Nebuchadnezzar, who
had made him swear by God : but he stif-

fened his neck, and hardened his heart from

turning unto the Lord God of Israel. 14.

Moreover, all the chief of the priests, arid

the people, ti'ansgressed very much, after all

the abominations of the heathen, and pol-

luted the house of the Lord which he had

hallowed in Jerusalem. 15. And the Lord
God of their fathers sent to them by his mes-

sengers, rising up betimes, and sending; be-

cause he had compassion on his people, and
on his dwelling-place: 16. But they mocked
the messengers of God, and despised his

words, and misused his prophets, until the

wrath of the Lord arose against his people,

till there loas no remedy. 1 7. Therefore he

brought upon them the king of the Chaldees,

who slew their young men with the sword
in the house of their sanctuary, and had no
compassion upon young man or maiden, old

man, or him that stooped for age ; he gave

them all into his hand. 18. And all the ves-

sels of the house of God, great and small,

and the treasures of the house of the Lord,
and the treasures of the king and of his

princes, all these he brought to Babylon.

19. And they burnt the house of God, and
brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and
burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and
destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. 20.

And them that had escaped from the sword
carried he away to Babylon, where they

were servants to him and his sons, until the

reign of the kingdom of Persia: 21. To
fulfil ihe word of the Lord by the mouth
of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her

sabbaths ; for as long as she lay desolate

she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and
ten years.

Wchave here an account of the destruction of the
kingdom of Judah and the city of Jerusalem by the

Chaldeans. Abraham, God's friend, was called out

of that country, from Ur of the Chaldees, when God
took him into covenant and communion witli himself;

and now his degenerate seed were carried into that

country again, to signify that they had forfeited aU
that kindness wherewith they had been loved lor
the father's sake, and the benefit of that covenant
into which he was called; all was now undone again.
Here we have,

I. The sins that brought this desdation.
1. Zedekiah, the king, in whose days it came,

brought it upon himself by his own folly. For he
conducted liimself \ eiy ill both toward God and
toward the king of Babylon. (1.) If he had but
made God his Friend, that would have prevented
the ruin. Jeremiah bi'ought liini messages from
God, which, if he liad given due regard to them,
might have secured a leiigtliening of his tranquillity,

but it is here charged upon him, that he humbled
?io( himself btfore Jeremiah, v. 12. It was expected
that this miglity prince, high as he was, should
humble himself before a poor prophet, when he
s/iuke from the ?iiou(h of the Lord; should submit
to his admonitions, and be amended by them, to his
counsels, and be ruled by them; should lay himself
under the commanding power of the word of God
in his mouth: because he would not thus make him-
self a servant to God, he is made a slave to his ene-
mies. God will find some way or other to humble
them that will not humble themselves. Jeremiah,
as a prophet, was set over the nations and kingdoms,
(Jer. 1. 10.) and, as mean a figure as he made, who-
ever would not humble themselves befoie him, found
that it was at their peril. (2.) If he had but been
true to his covenant with the king of Babylon, that

would have pre\ ented his ruin ; but he rebelled

against him, though he had sworn to be his faithful

tributary, and perfidiously violated his engagements
to hini, V. 13. This was it that provoked the king
of Babylon to deal so severely with him as he did.

All nations looked upon an oath as a sacred thing,

and on those that durst break through the obliga-

tions of it, as the worst of men, abandoned of God,
and to be abhorred of all mankind: if therefore Ze-
dekiah falsify his oath, when, lo, he has given his

hand, he shall not escafie, Ezek. 17", 18. Though
Nebuchadnezzar was a heathen, an enemy, yet if,

having sworn to him, he be false to h5m, he shall

know there is a God to whom vengeance belongs.

The thing that ruined Zedekiah, was, not only that

he turned not to the Lord God of Israel, but that he
stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart, from
turning to him, that is, he was obstinately resolved

not to return to him, would not lay his neck under
God's yoke, nor his heart under the impressions of

his word, and so, in effect, he would not be healed,

he would not live,

2. The great sin that brought this destruction,

was, idolatry; the pi-iests and people went after the

abominations of the heathen, forsook the pure wor-
ship of God for the lewd and filthy rites of the Pa-
gan superstition, and so polluted the house of the

Lord, V. 14. The priests, the chief of the priests,

who should have opposed idolatry, were ringleaders

in it. That place is not far from ruin, in which re-

ligion is already ruined.

3. The great aggravation of their sin, and that

which filled the measure of it, was, the abuse they

gave to God's prophets who were sent to call them
to repentance, v. 15, 16. Where we have,

(1.) God's tender compassion toward them in

sending prophets to them. Because he was the

God of their fathertt, in covenant with them, and
whom they worshipped, (though this degenerate

race forsook him,) therefore he sent to them by his

messengers, to convince them of their sin, and warn
them of the ruin they would bring upon themselves

by it; rising uji betimes, and sending, which denotes

not only that he did it with the greatest care and
concern imaginable, as men rise betiiiics to set their

servants to work, when their heart is upon their
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business; but that, upon their first deviation from
God to idols, if they took but one step that way,
God immediately sent to them by his messengers
to reprove them for it; he gave them early, time-
ly, notice both of their duty and danger. Let this

quicken us to seek God early, that he rises be-
times to send to us. The prophets that were sent,

rose betimes to speak to them, were diligent and
faithful in their office, lost no time, slipped no op-
portunity of dealing with them ; and therefore God
IS said to rise betimes. The more pains ministers
take in their work, the more will the people h;ive

to answer for, if it be all in vain. The reason given,

why God by his prophets did thus strive with them,
is, because he had compassion on his /ifo/ilr, and on
his divelling-filace, and would i)y these means hu\ e

prevented their ruin. Note, The methods God
takes to reclaim sinners by his word, by ministers,

by conscience, by providences, are all instances of
his compassion toward them, and his unwillingness
that any should fierish.

(2. ) Their base and disingenuous carriage toward
God, V. 16, They mocked the messengers of God,
(which was a high affront to him that sent them,)
despised his words in their mouths; and not only
so, but mis-used the prophets, treating them as

their enemies. The ill usage they gave Jeremiah
who lived at this time, and which we read much c f

in the book of his prophecy, is an instance of this.

This was an evidence of an implacable enmity to

God, and an invincible resolution to go on in their
sins. This brought wrath upon them without re-

medy, for it was sinning against the remedy. No-
thing is more provoking to God, than abuses given
to his faithful ministei's; for what is done against
them, he takes as done against himself: Saul, Saul,
%vhy fiersecutest thou me? Persecution was the sin

that brought upon Jerusalem its final destruction by
the Romans. See Math. 23. 34- -37. Those that
mock at God's faithful ministers, and do all they
can to render them despicable or odious, that vex
and mis-use them, to discourage them, and to keep
others from hearkening to them, should be remind-
ed that a wrong done to an ambassador, is construed
as done to the prince that sends him, and that the
day is coming, when they will find it had been better
for them, if they h id been thrown into the sea with
a mill-stone about their necks; for hell is deeper, and
more dreadful.

II. The desolation itself, and some few of the par-
ticulars of it, which we had more largely, 2 Kings 25.

1. Multitudes were put to the sword, even in the
house of their sanctuary, v. 17. whither they fled

for refuge, hoping that the holiness of the place
would be their protection: but how could they ex-
pect to find it so, when they themselves had pol-
luted it with their abominations? v. 14. Those that
cast off the dominion of their religion, forfeit all the
benefit and comfort of it. The Chaldeans not only
paid no reverence to the sanctuary, but showed no
natural pity either to the tender sex, or to venera-
ble age. They forsook God, who had compassion
on them, v. 15. and would have none of him; justly

therefore are they given up into the hands of cruel
men, that had no compassion on young man or
maiden.

2. All the remaining vessels of the temple, great
and small, and all the treasures, sacred and secular,

the treasures of God's house, and of the king and
his princes, were seized and brought to Babylon,
V. 18.

3. The temple was burnt, the walls of Jerusalem
demolished, the houses (called here the fialaces, as

Ps. 48. 3. so stately, rich, and sumptuous, were
they) laid in nshes, and all the furniture, called
here the goodly vessels thereof, destroyed, v. 19.

Let us see here wh it w 'ful liavock sin makes, :,nd.

Vol. II.

—

5 L

as we tender tlie comfort and continuance of our
estates, keep that worm from the root of them.

5. The remainder of the people that escaped the
sword, were carried captives to Babylon, v. 20.
impoverished, enslaved, insulted, and exposed to
all the miseries, not only of a strange and barbarous
land, but of an enemy's land, where those that
hated them, bare rule o\ er them. They were ser-
vants to those monarchs, and, no doubt, were ruled
with rigour so long as that monaichy lasted. Now
they sat down by the rivers of Babylon, with the
streams of which they mingled their tears, Ps. 137.
1. And though there, it should seem, they were
CAired of idolatry; yet, as appears by the prophet
Ezekiel, they were not cured of mocking the pro-
phets.

5. The land lay desolate while they were captives
in Babylon, v. 21. Tiiat fruitful land, the glory of
all lands, was now turned into a desert, not tilled
nor husbanded. The pastures were not clothed as
they used to be, with flocks, nor the valleys with
corn, but all lay neglected. Now this m:iv be con-
sidered, (1.) As the just punishment of their for-
mer abuse of it. They had ser\ ed Baal with its

first fruits, cursed therefore w the ground for their
sakes. Now the land enjoyed her sabbaths, v. 21.
as God had threatened by Moses, Lev. 26. 34. and
the reason there given, v. 35. is, " Because 2/ c^ic^

not rest on your sabbaths, you profaned the sabbath-
day, did not observe the sabbatical year." They
many a time ploughed and sowed their land in the
7th year wlien it should have rested, and now it

lay unploughed and unsown for 10 times 7 years.
Note, (iod will be no h ser in his glory at last, by
the diso-Ixdiencc ( f inen: if the tribute be not paid,
he will distrain and recover it, as he speaks, Hos.
2. 9. If they would not let the land rest, God would
make it rest, whether they would or no. Some
think they had neglected the obser\ ance of 70 sab-
batical years in all, and just so many, by way of
reprisal, the land now enjoyed; or if those that 'had
been neglected, were fewer, it was fit that the law
should be satisfied, with interest. We find that
one of the quarrels God had with them at this
time, was, for not observing another law which re-
lated to the 7th year, and that was the release of
servants; see Jer. 34. 13, &c. (2.) Yet we may
consider it as giving some encouragement to their
hopes, that they should, in due time, return to it

again. Had others come and taken possession of
it they might have despaired of ever recovering it;

but, while it lay desolate, it did, as it were, lie wait-
ing for them again, and refuse to acknowledge any
other owners.

22. Now, ill the first year of Cyrus king
of Persia, (that the word of the Lord
spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be
accomphshed,) the Lord stirred up the
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made
a proclamation throughout all his kingdom,
and p2(t it also in writing, saying, 23.

Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the
kingdoms of the earth hath the Lord God
of heaven given me, and he hath charged
me to build him a house in Jerusalem,
which is in Judah. Who is there among you
of all his people ? the Lord his God be

with him, and let him go up.

These two last verses of this book havt a double
aspect.

I. They look hack to the prophecy of Jeremi ih,

and show how that was accomplished, t:'. 22. God
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had, by him, promised the restoring of the captives,

and the rebuilding of Jerusalem, at the end of 70

years; and that time to favour Sion, that set time,

came at last. After a long and dark night, the day-

spring from on high visited them. God will be

found true to every word he has spoken.

2. They look forward to the history of Ezra,

which begins with the repetition of these two last

verses. They are there the introduction to a plea-

sant story, here they are the conclusion of a very

melancholy one; and so we learn from them, that

though CJod's church be cast down, it is not cast oft;

though liis people be corrcLted, they are not aban-
doned; though thrown into the furnace, yet not lost

there, nor left there any longer than till the dross
be separated. Though God contend long, he will

not contend always. The Israel of God shall be
fetched out of Babylon in due time, and even the
dry bones made to live. It may be long first; but
the vision is for an appointed time, and at the end
it shall speak and not lie; therefore, though it tarry,

wait for it.
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